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I. SUMMARY

ALBANIA

CEDAW ratification: 1994.

Has signed the CRPD. Has not signed the Optional Protocol.

Click here to see the references to persons with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Albania.

II. EXCERPTS FROM CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES

ALBANIA

Concluding Observations
Harmonization of national legislation 
18. The Committee notes the efforts to reconcile the newly enacted gender equality and anti-discrimination laws, legislation previously in force, as well as the Convention, especially addressing intersecting (multiple) forms of discrimination experienced by ethnic minority women, women with disabilities, rural women, or other disadvantaged groups of women, and the legal basis for imposing sanctions for acts of discrimination. 

19. The Committee recommends that the State party monitor the impact of the gender equality and anti-discrimination legislation, identify inconsistencies, and address them, as appropriate, with a view to ensure that its implementation is conducive towards effective elimination of discrimination against women, especially women belonging to disadvantaged groups, such as ethnic and linguistic minority women, women with disabilities, older women, women living in rural or remote areas, migrant women, women living with HIV/AIDS, and women discriminated against on the grounds of their sexual orientation and gender identity.
Temporary special measures 
22. In view of the fact that the legal basis for the introduction of temporary special measures in the former Law on Gender Equality of 2004 was never invoked, the Committee commends the State party for having introduced temporary special measures as foreseen in the Law on Gender Equality in Society of 2008 and in the Electoral Code in the form of quotas, as well as, albeit to a limited extent, in the field of vocational training for unemployed women belonging to the most disadvantaged groups of society. The Committee, however, is concerned about the different approach to gender quotas in provisions for the general election and the local elections and the differing sanctions for non-compliance with the provisions, and identifies the need for the State party for the introduction of further temporary special measures in order to achieve substantive (de facto) gender equality in all areas covered by the Convention. 

23. The Committee calls on the State party to strengthen the use of temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention and the Committee’s general recommendation No. 25, in areas where women are underrepresented or disadvantaged, including through allocating additional resources where needed, in order to accelerate the achievement of substantive (de facto) gender equality in areas covered by the Convention, such as participation in political and public decision-making, including in the civil and diplomatic service, in the judiciary and the executive, and in the education and employment sectors. The Committee further recommends that temporary special measures be applied in order to ensure equality of women and men in accessing property, capital and credits, health care services, housing, and more generally all the components of an adequate standard of living, particularly in regard to women belonging to disadvantaged groups, including women and girls belonging to linguistic and ethnic minorities, older women, women with disabilities, and women living in rural and remote areas, as authorized by the comprehensive article 8 of the Law on Gender Equality in Society of 2008. The Committee requests the State party to include comprehensive information on the use of such temporary special measures in relation to various provisions of the Convention and their impact in its next periodic report.
Education 
30. The Committee commends the State party for the comprehensive reforms undertaken and the achievements made in the field of education, which reflect gender issues, for example in the training of teachers, and the review of school curricula and textbooks. The Committee, however, expresses a number of concerns in relation to the education of girls in rural or remote areas and girls belonging to linguistic or ethnic minorities. Such concerns relate to the high drop-out rate from schooling, especially on the secondary level, due to early marriages, traditional sex role stereotypes, lack of means of transportation, secondary costs of education, and involvement in economic activities, indicating poverty as a strong predictor. The Committee also expresses concerns about the lack of comprehensive data on the rate of enrolment of Roma women and girls as well as women and girls with disabilities on all levels of education, which is an impediment for the State party to assess their situation with a view to improving it. The Committee is also concerned about the low level of representation of women in senior management positions in education institutions on the primary, secondary, and tertiary levels. 

31. The Committee recommends that the State party continue raising awareness of the importance of education for the empowerment of women and take concrete comprehensive measures to overcome traditional attitudes and other obstacles to the education of girls and women. The Committee especially recommends intensifying efforts to promote access of girls and women living in rural or remote areas, including minority girls and women, to education and their retention in all levels of education. The Committee calls on the State party to enhance temporary special measures currently in place in the form of quotas, to ensure women’s representation in high level positions in universities and other educational institutions. It requests inclusion, in the next periodic report, of comprehensive data and information on the educational situation and opportunities of disabled women and girls as well as those belonging to ethnic and linguistic minorities, particularly Roma women and girls.
Ratification of other treaties 
48. The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments1 would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaty to which it is not yet a party, that is, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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