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National report 

(Paragraphs: 26; 27; 62; 65; 82; 93; 98 and page 21 (point 10)).

26. National Council on Disability Issues established in 2005, chaired by Deputy Prime Minister, guarantees the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities and their integration in all fields. The Technical Secretariat for Persons with Disabilities established in 2006 in the Ministry of Labor monitors the implementation of the National Strategy for Persons with Disabilities and its Action Plan.

27. Ministry of Labor, by means of its respective structures is the key responsible, coordinating, supporting and supervising authority in the field of labor, social affairs, gender equality and domestic violence. The Directorate of Equal Opportunities Policies near this Ministry (Sector of Gender Equality and Sector for Measures against Domestic Violence) has the mission of drafting and developing the policies for the promotion of equality in such fields as gender equality, inequality in skills/abilities, minority issues, age, generation and race inequality, the prevention and reduction of domestic violence and gender-related violence. The Directorate of Social Services Policies has the mission of drafting and developing the policies and the legislation for the protection of the rights of the persons with disabilities, young peoples, elders and poor families. The State Social Service is the executive institution of the policies and legislation in the field of social protection.

62. Legislation, policies and strategies in the field of education aim at guaranteeing the access to all the education levels, a qualitative and comprehensive education, the curricula and structural reform of pre-university educational system. Special importance is attached to the ensuring of optimal education to the children coming from the needy strata, Roma children, disabled children, giving priority to the comprehensive education. Within the framework of the enhancing of attendance of elementary education it has to be emphasized that at the national level the school drop-out is increasingly falling. The school enrollment level for the compulsory education is 89 per cent, whereas for the high cycle of the compulsory education is 94 per cent. The school finishing level as well as the percentage of children who start the first grade and finish the fifth grade is 98 per cent. 

65. In the National Strategy for Children (2005-2010), and its Action Plan, there have been set out concrete objectives and measures for the protection of children’s rights, to ensure equal opportunities to all the children, regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity, disability, birth status. The fields of this Strategy are: Children’s survival; children’s protection; Children’ development; Children’s participation and involvement. 

82. (…) The Strategy for Pre-University Education aims at “guaranteeing the access to all the education levels, ensuring non-discrimination of students on account of race, ethnic origin, disabilities or religion”.

93. “The National Strategy for Gender Equality and Domestic Violence” (2007-2010), aims at promoting the dialogue on the accomplishment of gender equality, ensuring equal participation of men and women in the social, economic, political life of the country, equal opportunities to enjoy their rights and to put in service their individual potentials to the benefit of the society; improving the protection, the reaction of justice system and support to the victims of domestic violence, as well as placing a clearer focus on the prevention, addressing the causes of domestic violence and abuse. One of the objectives of this strategy is the involvement in manufacturing activities, of women who are head of their households; violated, trafficked women; women with disabilities; unemployed Roma women; women from rural areas etc. The Strategy Action Plan provides concrete measures addressing the issues of gender equality, domestic violence prevention. 

98. Law “On the measures against domestic violence” (2006) aims at the prevention and reduction of domestic violence in all its forms by means of the appropriate legal measures, as well as the guarantee of legal measure protection of the family members who are victims of domestic violence, paying special attention to children, the elderly and the disabled. This law aims at the establishment of a coordinated network of institutions to react in due time to domestic violence cases, as well as the issuance of immediate protection orders by the court. This law was the outcome of the civil society initiative which was proposed to the Parliament of Albania by 20.000 electors. Special contribution to this law was given also by the governmental institutions involved in the prevention and fight against domestic violence. The law sanctions the state bodies that have obligations, competences related to the domestic violence, and it invests the courts with the power to issue protection orders against the violator, a mechanism in protection of domestic violence victims. The governmental mechanisms that address the domestic violence issues are: the Ministry of Labor, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Health and Ministry of Justice. The Cooperation Agreement between the responsible ministries for the implementation and enforcement of this law aims at the establishment of the coordination mechanism of the responsibilities of all the institutions. A series of by-laws has been adopted as regards the establishment of responsible structures for the domestic violence issues and measures to be taken on the prevention, identification and reduction of domestic violence. 

Compilation of UN information 

(Paragraphs: 25; 26 and 53).

25. CRC was concerned, as highlighted also by UNHCR, that discrimination persists in particular with respect to ethnic minorities, children with disabilities and children living in remote areas. CRC urged Albania, as highlighted also by UNHCR, to develop and implement policies aimed at countering the various forms of discrimination.
26. The 2004 Common Country Assessment (CCA) report noted that children with disabilities have no access to education and employment in conformity with their type and level of disability. They are not included in the compulsory schooling, and there is a very low level of integration of them in preschool education.

53. CRC noted that, despite marked improvement in infant mortality rates, these remained very high, and marked disparities in health services between different regions of the country exist. CRC recommended that Albania strengthen its efforts to ensure allocation of resources, including training of sufficient numbers of health-care professionals, and investments in health-care infrastructure, especially in the most disadvantaged areas. UNCT
 notes that psychiatric institutions provide poor standards of care to persons with disabilities.

Summary of stakeholders' information 

(paragraph: 14).

14. With regard to involuntary hospitalization in psychiatric establishments, the CPT requested information on: confirmation that a judicial review procedure has been carried out in respect of all forensic patients who have been subject to involuntary treatment under Section 46, paragraph 1, of the Penal Code for more than a year, as well as information on the outcome of these procedures; clarification as to whether psychiatric patients always receive a copy of the court decision on involuntary placements; and progress made in preparing draft legislation to amend the Mental Health Act.

Working Group Report
(Paragraphs 14, 22, 30, 37, 59 and recommendations 67 (1 Canada, 2 Spain, 3 Azerbaijan, 4 Brazil, 5 Jordan, 6 Chile, 7 Algeria, 20 Spain)).

 B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

14.Turkey (…) In relation to the establishment of the National Council on Disability Issues in 2005, Turkey enquired whether Albania considered becoming a party to the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities. It encouraged Albania to maintain its human rights-related efforts, particularly in the field of gender equality and prevention of child labour. Turkey made a recommendation. 

22. Albania has ratified most international human rights instruments and intends to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. (…).

30. Mexico noted the legal and institutional progress in several areas, including promotion of gender equality, protection of rights of minorities, persons with disabilities and children, combating domestic violence, torture and trafficking in human beings, and establishment of an ombudsman institution. Mexico made recommendations. 

37.(…) Norway understands that certain categories of children in Albania, especially those living in remote areas, Roma, orphans, juveniles in detention and children with disabilities are often not provided with adequate conditions for personal development, thus remaining entrenched in their marginalization and vulnerable to various forms of exploitation. It appreciated Albania’s efforts to improve the conditions for prisoners. Norway made recommendations. 

59. Kyrgyzstan noted the broad public involvement in the drafting of the national report. It also noted Albania’s active efforts in combating corruption and the achievements made in combating human trafficking. It further noted the establishment of a national human rights protection system, including a functioning Ombudsman, a national committee for minorities, a committee for children’s rights, a committee to eliminate child labour, a committee for people with disabilities and the establishment of a government department concerned with domestic violence. 

Conclusions and Recommendations

67. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue have been examined by Albania and the recommendations listed below enjoy the support of Albania: 

1. Consider signing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) (Canada); 

2. Sign and ratify CRPD and its Optional Protocol (Spain); 

3. Ratify CRPD (Azerbaijan); 

4. Consider ratifying CRPD and its Optional Protocol, and accomplish the human rights goals set by the Human Rights Council in resolution 9/12 (Brazil); 

5. Consider accession to CRPD (Jordan); 

6. Ratify the main international human rights instruments, particularly CRPD and its Optional Protocol (Chile); 

7. Envisage the possibility of adhering to CRPD, which offers an important frame of reference in the area of promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, without underestimating the cost of implementing the related norms (Algeria); 

20. Recognizing the work of the National Council for Disability Matters, intensify necessary measures to improve specialized services for persons with disabilities, in particular in disadvantaged areas; develop reliable statistics on persons with disabilities and their access to basic services (Spain); 
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