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References to persons with disabilities in State report and Working Group report.

State report 

(paragraphs 27, 33, 54, 70 and 86).

27. The Algerian Constitution attaches importance to freedom of association for the defence of human rights. Article 32 guarantees the individual or collective defence of human rights and article 41 defines the area of application: freedom of expression, association and assembly. Freedom of association includes protection of the rights of certain categories of persons such as women, children, the sick, people with disabilities, consumers and users of public services.

33. Furthermore, the following are entitled to the assistance of a legal representative free of charge: all minors before a juvenile court; on request, accused persons appearing before an investigating judge or a court ruling on major offences (délits); on request, persons filing an appeal to be heard by the Criminal Division of the Supreme Court when the sentence exceeds a five-year term of imprisonment; defendants suffering from a disability that may adversely affect their defence; on request, accused persons appearing before a criminal court.

54. Moreover, the general educational policy bill emphasizes the compulsory nature of education for all girls and all boys aged between 6 and 16, with a possible two-year extension for disabled children. Parents or legal guardians who fail to comply with this obligation are liable to a fine.

70. In the field of social security, insurance is governed by Act No. 83-11 of 2 July 1983, which applies to all wage-earning and non-wage-earning workers, regardless of their sector of employment, as well as to certain so-called special categories which are eligible for certain benefits, such as students, the disabled, apprentices and beneficiaries of the social safety net. The social security system covers more than seven (7) million contributors and their dependants, or 80 per cent of the population, against four (4) risks, namely sickness, maternity, invalidity and death.

86. Under the national solidarity scheme, the State has developed a policy of direct income support to persons and families in need. It is based on:

The standard solidarity allowance granted to elderly or disabled persons unfit for work, who are heads of households or live alone. Expenditure on the allowance, which was received by 7,141,707 people, amounted to 76,386,938,080 dinars, the equivalent of US$ 1 billion, over the period 1999-2006;

Social welfare intended for women and girls also benefits needy children as well as disabled and elderly persons. During the period 1999-2006, 856,175 disabled persons received social welfare payments amounting to 33,765,314,544 dinars, including 3,184,349,472 dinars for social security.

Working Group report 

(paragraphs 6 and 68. No recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities).

6. At present, the Algerian State (…) signed the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (February 2007) and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (March 2007). 

68. The preparation of the national report was carried out in accordance with the guidelines of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1. Following preliminary consultations and comments on the draft, civil society provided original contributions on women, children and disabled persons. (…).
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