Recommendations by UN human rights mechanisms concerning the rights of persons with disabilities with respect to Venezuela:
Main issues raised by TBs

· Discrimination of women with disabilities (need for affirmative actions, such as quotas) and of children with disabilities
· Violence against women with disabilities
· Adequate health-care available to women with disabilities

· Economic empowerment of women with disabilities

· Participation of children with disabilities

· Need for comprehensive and disaggregated data collection, including on children with disabilities
· Inclusive education: need for implementation, in particular regarding girls with disabilities
Concluding observations of the Human Rights Committee, CCPR/C/VEN/CO/4, 2015

Violence against women

9. While it welcomes the State party’s efforts to combat violence against women, the Committee takes note with concern of reports that such violence remains a serious problem (arts. 3, 6 and 7).

The State party should step up its efforts to prevent and combat all acts of violence against women and to investigate such acts and to prosecute and appropriately punish those responsible. It should also ensure that all victims promptly receive appropriate reparation and protection, including access to a sufficient number of shelters throughout the country.
Concluding observations of the CEDAW Committee CEDAW/C/VEN/CO/7-8, 2014
Temporary special measures

14.
The Committee remains concerned that the State party does not use temporary special measures as a part of a necessary strategy to accelerate the achievement of substantive or de facto equality of women and men in all areas where women are disadvantaged or underrepresented, as prescribed by article 21, paragraph 2 of its Constitution and article 4, paragraph 1 of the Convention. The Committee reiterates its concern at the lack of understanding by the State party’s authorities of the purpose and scope of temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1 of the Convention and the Committee’s General Recommendation No. 25 (2004) on the subject. 

15.
In the light of its previous concluding observations (CEDAW/C/VEN/CO/6), the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Use temporary special measures, including quotas, with specific targets and time frames, as a systematic component of a strategy to accelerate the achievement of substantive gender equality in all areas in which women are underrepresented or disadvantaged, such as participation in political, public, economic, social and cultural life, education and employment. To this end, the State party should pay particular attention to indigenous and Afro-descendant women, women with disabilities, rural women, older women and migrant women; 

(b)
Ensure that all relevant officials are familiar with the concept of temporary special measures and clearly distinguish between general social and economic policies and programmes, which also benefit women, and temporary special measures under article 4, paragraph 1 of the Convention, as defined in the Committee’s General Recommendation No. 
Education

26.
The Committee welcomes that illiteracy among young people has been eradicated. It also notes the measures taken by the State party to ensure equal access to education for girls and women at all levels of education. However, it is concerned about the poor quality of education, the lack of qualified teachers in areas such as science, and the emphasis on military related subjects in education. It is also concerned at reports about the drop out from education of adolescent mothers and about the absence of age-appropriate education on sexual and reproductive health and rights in school curricula. The Committee is further concerned about the persistent feminization of certain fields of education.

27.
The Committee recommends that the State party: 

(a)
Expeditiously take measures to improve the quality of education, building on the results of the current consultation process, ensure that a gender perspective is adequately included in and military related subjects are eliminated from the curricula, and address the shortage of qualified teachers; 

(b)
Use temporary special measures to promote the education of indigenous and Afro-descendant girls and women, girls and women living in poverty and in rural areas and girls with disabilities;

(c)
Promote the retention of pregnant girls in school and the reintegration of mothers after childbirth; 

(d)
Implement comprehensive programmes on sexual and reproductive health and rights as a regular part of the school curriculum, providing girls and boys with adequate, age-appropriate information on responsible sexual choices. The programmes should address the right of women to make their own choices with regard to reproductive and sexual health, and provide information on how to prevent teenage pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. Teachers should be provided with adequate training to handle such issues with sensitivity and professionalism;

(e)
Eliminate gender stereotypes and structural barriers that may deter girls and young women from enrolling in non-traditional educational and occupational fields, such as science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), at all levels of education. 
31.
The Committee urges the State party to: 

(a)
Enhance efforts to reduce maternal mortality by adopting a comprehensive strategy which provides for the effective implementation of the existing protocol on prenatal care and emergency obstetric care, a monitoring mechanism and adequate sexual and reproductive health services, including emergency contraception, antenatal, delivery, postnatal and post-abortion services. To that end, the State party is encouraged to consider the OHCHR Technical guidance on the application of a human rights-based approach to the implementation of policies and programmes to reduce preventable maternal morbidity and mortality (A/HRC/21/22); 

(b)
Allocate sufficient financial, human and technical resources to ensure that adequate health services, including those aimed at preventing and treating cancer, are available throughout the State party and in particular in rural areas and for indigenous, Afro-descendant and older women and women with disabilities;

(c)
Intensify efforts to reduce teenage pregnancies including by ensuring access to age-appropriate information and education on sexual and reproductive health and rights for girls and boys;

(d)
Amend its legislation to decriminalize abortion in cases of rape, incest, risk to the health of the mother and severe foetal impairment, remove punitive measures for women who undergo abortion and ensure the availability of abortion services; 

(e)
Address the shortages of antiretroviral drugs for women and girls living with HIV/AIDS, ensure that all pregnant women living with HIV/AIDS receive adequate treatment, and expedite the adoption of the Bill on HIV/AIDS.
Economic empowerment of women 

32.
The Committee commends the State party’s system of microcredits for women and the social programmes to involve women in income generating projects. It is nonetheless concerned about the lack of information provided on the results achieved with these programmes and on their sustainability. It is also concerned at reports that these programmes whose aim is to empower women may create dependency amongst some women. 

33.
The Committee recommends that the State party continue strengthening the financial schemes available to women, paying special attention to women in rural areas, indigenous and Afro-descendant women, women with disabilities and older women. It also recommends that the State party review its social programmes to ensure that they produce sustainable results, empower women and do not increase dependency.

Disadvantaged groups of women

36.
The Committee regrets the lack of effective measures taken to address discrimination and violence faced by disadvantaged groups of women, such as indigenous and Afro-descendant women, migrant women, older women, women with disabilities as well as lesbian, bisexual, transgender women and intersex persons, and other women facing multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination. 

37.
The Committee recommends that the State party adopt appropriate measures to address the particular needs of disadvantaged groups of women. The State party should provide comprehensive information and disaggregated data in its next periodic report on the situation of these women and the measures adopted to address their specific needs. 
CRC Committee, CRC/C/VEN/CO/3-5
Non-discrimination

27. The Committee notes with satisfaction the adoption of the Law against Racial Discrimination, in 2011, and other laws aimed at protecting the rights of indigenous peoples. It also welcomes the adoption of the Education Act, in 2009, which includes a provision on non-discrimination. However, the Committee is concerned at reports that those legal advances have not been translated into greater protection of children from discrimination. It also regrets the lack of information on the measures taken to combat discrimination based on sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and disability, as well as against children living with HIV/AIDS. In that regard, the Committee is particularly concerned at the persistent patriarchal attitudes and gender stereotypes that discriminate against girls and the lack of adequate measures to address this situation. The Committee is also concerned at reports of cases of bullying and discrimination against children because of their sexual orientation or gender identity.

28. The Committee recommends that the State party undertake all necessary measures to:

(a) Translate the legal and political advances for combatting racial and ethnic discrimination into greater protection of children’s rights, and conduct an evaluation of the implementation of laws, policies and programmes, including indicators, to measure the achievements;

(b) Eliminate patriarchal attitudes and gender stereotypes that discriminate against girls, including through the implementation of educational and awareness- raising programmes;

(c) Prevent all forms of discrimination, including discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity and disability, and ensure, in law and in practice, that such discrimination is prohibited and adequately sanctioned;

(d) Establish an efficient complaints mechanism that tracks and addresses cases of discrimination in educational establishments, juvenile detention centres, alternative care institutions and any other setting.

29. The Committee reiterates its recommendation (CRC/C/VEN/CO/2, para. 63) that the State party ensure that all forms of discrimination against children living with HIV/AIDS are eliminated.
Respect for the views of the child

34. The Committee welcomes the development of guidelines to ensure that children’s right to be heard is implemented in legal proceedings. However, the Committee is concerned about how the guidelines are translated into practice. Taking note of the legal progress made in allowing children older than 15 years to be part of the Community Councils, the Committee, nonetheless, regrets the lack of information on the actual representation of the elected children, their role and the results achieved. The Committee is further concerned about the lack of a comprehensive strategy to promote the participation of children in all spheres of life.

35. In the light of its general comment No. 12 (2009) on the right of the child to be heard, the Committee recommends that the State party take measures to strengthen that right, in accordance with article 12 of the Convention. To that effect, it recommends that the State party:

(a) Develop a comprehensive strategy to promote the participation of children in all spheres of life, in consultation with children, all civil society organizations, UNICEF and other relevant organizations, and allocate adequate human, technical and financial resources, as well as a monitoring mechanism. The strategy should address the different needs of boys and girls, in terms of participation, and be directed to different groups of children, in particular children with disabilities, indigenous children, Afro-descendants and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) children;

(b) Provide training on the guidelines developed to ensure that children’s right to be heard is implemented in legal proceedings and closely monitor and evaluate their implementation;

(c) Closely monitor and evaluate the extent and results of the participation of adolescents in the Community Councils and include that information in its next periodic report.

Children with disabilities
50. The Committee welcomes the various initiatives taken to address the specific needs of children with disabilities, in particular in the areas of health and education. However, it regrets the absence of information on a comprehensive strategy to ensure coherency among all the initiatives and the full protection of the rights of children with disabilities. The Committee is also concerned about the lack of disaggregated data in this area. It is further concerned at reports that a large percentage of children with disabilities do not attend school, in particular in rural areas, and that there are no special programmes to ensure future employment opportunities for adolescents with disabilities.

51. In the light of article 23 of the Convention and of its general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities, the Committee urges the State party to adopt a human rights-based approach to disability, and specifically recommends that the State party:

(a)  Collect disaggregated data on the situation of children with disabilities; 

(b)  Adopt a comprehensive strategy to address the specific needs of children 

with disabilities in all areas, in particular in education, health, accessibility, recreation and access to culture, future employment opportunities and participation. The strategy should include indicators, expected results, budget allocation and a monitoring mechanism;

(c) The Committee also reiterates its recommendation (CRC/C/VEN/CO/2, para. 57 (a) and (d)) that the State party ensure that all children with disabilities receive education; encourage the inclusion of children with disabilities in regular schools; and make greater efforts to provide the necessary professional (i.e. disability specialists) and financial resources, especially at the local level, and to promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups.
Education, including vocational training and guidance

64. The Committee notes the progress made by the State party in ensuring the right to education for children and adolescents, including the adoption of the 2009 Law on Education, the expansion and consolidation of school enrolment, including preschool education, and the increase in the number of schools and teachers. However, the Committee remains deeply concerned about:

(a) The persistent challenges for children from rural areas, indigenous and afro- descendant children, as well as refugee and asylum-seeking children in accessing quality education;

(b)  The high incidence of adolescent mothers not attending school; 

(c)  The military approach which permeates the educational programmes of 

regular schools (See CRC/C/OPAC/VEN/1, paras. 22 and 23).

65. In the light of its general comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education, the Committee reiterates its previous recommendations (CRC/C/VEN/CO/2, para. 67) and recommends that the State party:

(a) Undertake all necessary measures to ensure school enrolment and prevent dropout of children in rural areas, indigenous and Afro-descendant children, children with disabilities, as well as pregnant girls and adolescent mothers;

(b) Facilitate the enrolment of refugee and asylum-seeking children by removing administrative obstacles to their inclusion in the educational system;

(c) Promote the quality of education through the reform of curricula and the introduction of instruction and teaching methods which stimulate the active participation of children;

(d) Strengthen its efforts to provide quality training to teachers;

(e)  Include human rights education in the curriculum at all levels; 

(f)  Ensure that the military approach is eliminated from the curricula of 

regular schools;

(g) Provide vocational education and training.
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