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Item 3, Clustered interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteurs 
on freedom of expression and on violence against women
Thank you, Mr. President. 

This statement is on behalf of the International Disability Alliance and the International Network of Women with Disabilities.

We thank the Special Rapporteur on violence against women for increasing her attention to the rights of persons with disabilities in her report. Women with disabilities face multiple and specific forms of violence and abuse, in particular women with sensory, intellectual and psychosocial disabilities, as well as, girls, indigenous and older women with disabilities. .   
Violence against women with disabilities includes, among other things, forced isolation and confinement in institutions, involuntary treatment, verbal and physical abuse, violations of privacy, forced sterilization and abortion, and rape. Many factors affect the risk of violence against women with disabilities such lack of education, lack of enjoyment of equal socioeconomic status, lack of job opportunities, communication barriers, the exclusion from society, lack of access to information, services and programs of protection, lack of protection of the right to physical mobility, and inaccessible transportation and buildings. Some forms of violence and abuse against women and girls with disabilities remain invisible. Some of them are permitted by law. In many countries legislation authorizing institutionalization and adult guardianship increase the vulnerability of women with disabilities to violence as well as impunity.  
Deaf girls in developing countries rarely have access to education in their first language sign language as often only boys are admitted to deaf schools. In addition, in those rare occasions when girls have the possibility to attend school, the education is hardly ever in sign language. As a result of having no education, deaf girls have no language for communication and interaction or to receive information on human rights or what is happening in the society around them. Having no language or education, they cannot protest or complain if they are ill-treated or if their rights are violated. 

Taking into account an October 2010 document of the International Network of Women with Disabilities on violence against women, IDA recommends to States, UN agencies, in particular UN WOMEN and UNFPA, and all relevant stakeholders to provide information in accessible formats and ensure the adequacy and accessibility of protection programs and shelters, to collect information on all forms of violence experienced by women with disabilities and data on the number of women with disabilities who access these kind of services, to develop more inclusive initiatives, provide women with disabilities with education and information on their rights, train communities to eliminate discriminatory attitudes towards persons with disabilities to avoid isolation of women and girls with disabilities, take the necessary legislative and other measures to protect women with disabilities from violence and abuse and ensure that all forms of violence against women with disabilities are identified and adequately investigated and where appropriate prosecuted. Finally, to consult women with disabilities and their representative organizations from different disability constituencies in national efforts to address violence against women.  
We also thank the Special Rapporteur on freedom of expression for including some important references to persons with disabilities in his report. One of the most relevant phenomena related to internet in recent years has been the emergence of social networking. These networks are used in very diverse areas such as work activities, communications, friendships. The reality is that today, many of these social networks show low levels of accessibility for persons with disabilities, with respect to both the services themselves as well as the information they generate. Efforts are lacking to improve the accessibility of social networks, which could be ensured if the managers of these services would take into account the Website Accessibility Initiative (WAI) standards.
Equal access to the internet and social networks should be ensured so that persons with disabilities can enjoy their right to freedom of expression and opinion and access to information in the same way as others, as stated in article 21 of the CRPD. 
Thank you for your attention.

