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We thank the Independent Expert for her excellent report.  
In order to be consistent with human rights, planning for all phases of implementation of the rights to water and sanitation must be done consistently with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (the CRPD).
Today, persons with disabilities are systemically discriminated against and invisible in planning and implementation of public policies. Thus, they are excluded from or prevented from enjoying on equal basis the development, public goods and services in their communities. This includes water and sanitation.  Social exclusion and discrimination, such as lack of accessible water and toilets in schools and workplaces, lead to increased poverty and disadvantage of persons with disabilities and decreased participation in policy making.

Taxes, including those collected from water services, are often spent on services and polices that discriminate persons with disabilities by not including them. Frequently, projects to provide clean water, toilets and sanitation do not generate benefits or allow equal access for people with disabilities, failing to take accessibility into account, despite the CRPD’s obligations to do so. Thus, although persons with disabilities share in the same burdens as the general population, such as increasingly scarce drinking water, persons with disabilities do not equally benefit from mitigating efforts.
As highlighted by Independent Expert, the rights to water and sanitation have certain immediate obligations such as non-discrimination. Thus, national strategies and plans must include measures to prevent discrimination based on disability and ensure equal access to clean water and sanitation facilities, including toilets. States must use the maximum available resources. In addition to the amount of resources used, the inclusiveness of such spending must be examined. Efficiency of spending can only truly be calculated by looking at how well it also includes persons with disabilities. 
Accessibility of water and sanitation, including toilets, and of related information, is especially important to persons with disabilities to enjoy these rights with autonomy.

We therefore recommend to States, UN-Water, donors and development partners, and all stakeholders:
· To review and align existing strategies and plans for implementing the rights to water and sanitation so that they are consistent with the rights to water, adequate standard of living, accessibility, and non-discrimination and equality and others in the CRPD.
· To consult with and involve persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in all phases of planning and implementation, and ensure their inclusion in national human rights frameworks and civil society consultations.
· To improve data and qualitative information about persons with disabilities’ lack of access to water and sanitation (including toilets) and how lack of access impacts the lives of persons with disabilities.
· To enact affirmative policies to ensure affordability and accessibility of water and sanitation for persons with disabilities living in poverty and extreme poverty.
· To ensure that persons with disabilities who currently lack basic services get these  before raising the level of services for the general population who already have such basic services.
· To ensure physical, information and communication accessibility in planning, implementation and monitoring of the right water and sanitation, including through the use of sign language, Braille or other alternative formats.
· To promote the concept of “universal design” as defined in the CRPD, with regard to households, schools, health services, buildings, and workplaces.
· To adopt and implement minimum accessibility standards.

· To create participatory campaigns to raise awareness on the rights of persons with disabilities’ to water and sanitation.
· Donors and development partners should each request that implementation of persons with disabilities’ rights to water and sanitation be included in relevant programs.
· And finally, to ensure sufficient adequate, disability-inclusive and -efficient government spending on water and sanitation.
Thank you.
