International Disability Alliance (IDA)

Member Organizations:

Disabled Peoples' International, Down Syndrome International, 

Inclusion International, International Federation of Hard of Hearing People, 
World Blind Union, World Federation of the Deaf, 

World Federation of the DeafBlind,

World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry,

Arab Organization of Disabled People, European Disability Forum,

Red Latinoamericana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales de Personas con Discapacidad y sus familias (RIADIS), Pacific Disability Forum

Human Rights Council, 19th Session

27 February – 23 March 2012
27 February 2012
High Level Panel on Sport and UNDHR
Thank you, Madam President.
I am making this statement on behalf of the International Disability Alliance. 
The Olympic and Paralympic Games are about much more than sporting excellence. The Games, as well as sport in general, play an invaluable role in the development of the universal principles of non-discrimination, equality, respect and dignity. For that reason, fulfilling the right to sport is an ideal tool to develop an inclusive society.
Physical education and sport play a crucial role to achieve a social, human and intellectual development, however persons with disabilities throughout the world have been frequently excluded from these kind of activities. Physical, social and communication barriers have denied, for too long, the access to persons with disabilities to participate in sport and the lack of understanding and awareness on how to include persons with disabilities in sport are perpetuating these barriers. The inclusion of persons with disabilities in all activities related to sport is essential, as the lack of access to these kind of activities prevents their full development, advancement and empowerment. More efforts should be made to ensure access to sport for people with disabilities at all levels, including sport for pleasure, for therapeutic purposes or at grassroots and professional levels in order to provide the basis for their full development.  In addition, sport should be made available to people with all different disabilities, whether physical, intellectual, sensory, psychosocial, etc. Currently, in many places and organizations, only some groups of persons with disabilities benefit.
Participation in sport on an equal basis with others is a human right which is enshrined in the article 30 (5) of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (the CRPD), where, for the first time, persons with disabilities are encouraged to participate in mainstream as well as disability-specific sporting activities. It can also play a positive role in persons with disabilities’ enjoyment of the right to personal mobility, enshrined in article 20 of the CRPD.
Sport is a strong tool to strengthen people with disabilities both physically and mentally, as it helps them to acquire the knowledge, skills, and confidence necessary to become effective advocates for themselves and others. Sport also helps to eliminate the stigma and discrimination associated with disability because it transforms negative attitudes about disability by developing the skills of people with disabilities to participate fully in all activities of society.
We call on all States: 
· To ensure an inclusive physical education and sport system at all levels, including sport in the school system, and at the grassroots, therapeutic and professional levels.
· To develop physical activity and sport programs for persons with disabilities.

· To involve persons with and without disabilities in the same programs to increase understanding about one another and to prevent social exclusion.
· To allocate all necessary resources and budgets to promote participation of people with disabilities in sport. 
· To ensure the effective participation of persons with disabilities in sport through physical, technology and linguistic accessibility, including Braille, sign language interpreting, audio amplification devices and speech-to-text systems for hard of hearing persons, ramps for wheelchairs, etc.
Finally, we would like to recommend to all States, UN entities and other stakeholders to promote the advancement of people with disabilities through sport, with the active involvement of representative organisations of persons with disabilities at national, regional and international levels.
Thank you for your attention.

