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Item 3: Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, including the right to development

Report of the Working Group on arbitrary detention 
Mission to Colombia

A/HRC/10/21/Add3 
P. Detention of persons with mental disabilities 
84. The Working Group visited the Virgen de la Paz Clinic in Bogotá, governed by the hospital authority of San Juan de Dios and under contract to the Ministry of Social Protection. During the Group’s visit, this clinic housed 35 patients, although at times it has housed as many as 75. Many had already been sentenced and their sentences included a period of detention in a psychiatric facility. 

85. The clinic also received patients who had not been sent by the courts, but who had been brought by their families. In these cases the psychiatrist’s report had been confirmed by the forensic medical expert. Any detainee who does not agree with their detention may apply for a writ of habeas corpus. The authorities declared that, sometimes, even when the doctors considered that patients were ready for release, their families refused to receive them and they had to remain in the clinic.
