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I. Deprivation of liberty on grounds of mental health

88. The rights of individuals with mental impairments are an important component in any human rights regime. The Working Group draws the attention to the State of the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and calls for Ukraine to become a party to this Convention. The Working Group appreciated the head of State Municipal Psychiatric hospital’s supporting its visit despite the personal loss he experienced the day of the Members’ visit. They commended the facilities’ approach to those detained within its facility which was reaffirmed by speaking with a family member of a person (voluntarily) admitted there. There was no evidence of any arbitrariness of deprivation of liberty.

89. However, in relation to persons detained in either ITTs or CIZO the Working Group expresses concern that persons should not be detained to assess the psychiatric nature of an individual. Such detention without legal cause can be constituted as arbitrary and the persons affected should be treated in an appropriate mental health facility. At the CIZO in Uzhhorod the Working Group was concerned that persons may be detained while undergoing psychiatric assessment. It was also, regrettably, unable to find a record of these assessments in the detention facility despite the person undergoing weeks of assessment in another facility.
