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(e) Children with disabilities

41. Various State entities have responsibility for providing for the special needs of children with disabilities. The Special Education Department attached to the Ministry of Education deals with “single disabilities” and the Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development deals with other types of disability. A special education programme has been implemented to enable various children with disabilities to attend mainstream schools, including children with auditory and audiovisual disabilities, who follow the national curriculum. The Special Rapporteur noted, however, that special schools continue to operate and that, depending on their disability, children attend separate special classes within mainstream schools or only take certain subjects together with other children.
42. The Special Rapporteur acknowledges the efforts made by Malaysia, including preparation of the plan of action for persons with disabilities, which was to have been adopted at the end of 2007. However, he wishes to repeat what he said in his report on the right to education of persons with disabilities, on the need for more thorough and rapid progress in the construction of educational systems in which pupils with special educational needs have access to the general education system, that is to say that it is necessary to guarantee the right of such persons to inclusive education, which must be accompanied by genuine structural changes, such as the organization of schools, curricula and teaching and learning strategies, so as to ensure that the integration is truly inclusive and does not imply exclusion of persons with disabilities within mainstream schools. On this topic, the Special Rapporteur considers that a worthwhile starting point for guaranteeing the right in question would be to implement the recommendations made at the round-table discussion on education for children with disabilities organized by SUHAKAM in March 2004, which are consistent with the above-mentioned concept of inclusive education.
43. At the same time, the Special Rapporteur regrets the lack of official statistics from which to establish the number of children with disabilities in the country and the lack of data on their schooling in public or private institutions. For this reason, he urges the Government to take the necessary measures to set up a database containing information on children with disabilities, so as to integrate them into policies targeting this sector of the population. 
44. Finally, with regard to conditions of access, the Special Rapporteur was informed by some sources about the difficulties that continue to be faced by teenage and expectant teenage mothers, who have to overcome numerous obstacles in order to remain at school. The situation of these adolescents must be addressed by the educational authorities, so as to guarantee educational opportunities on an equal footing with other students and in the same educational institutions.

