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C. The relationship between debt and human rights

28. According to a recent study by Centre Europe-Tiers Monde (CETIM), the implementation of conditionalities has a number of adverse consequences for the populations of the debt or countries: the privatization of public enterprises often results in massive job retrenchments, thus depriving many of a living; a reduction of public expenditures for public services (such as education, health care and housing) and/or the introduction of user fees for access to these services, which tend to disproportionately affect the most vulnerable sectors of society (women, children, persons with disabilities and the poor); and an increase in poverty, inequality and unemployment.
E. Relevant international standards

58. Similarly, article 4 (2) of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, states, with regard to economic, social and cultural rights, that “[e]ach State Party undertakes to take measures to the maximum of its available resources and, where needed, within the framework of international cooperation, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of these

rights, without prejudice to those obligations contained in the present Convention that are immediately applicable according to international law”.
59. Further, in article 32 of the Convention, the States parties “recognize the importance of international cooperation and its promotion, in support of national efforts for the realization of the purpose and objectives of the present Convention, and will undertake appropriate and effective measures in this regard, between and among States and, as appropriate, in partnership with relevant international and regional organizations and civil society”. These measures include, inter alia, “(a) [e]nsuring that international cooperation, including international development programmes, is inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities” and “(d) providing, as appropriate, technical and economic assistance, including by facilitating access to and sharing of accessible and assistive technologies, and through the transfer of technologies”.

