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A. Changing trends in women’s status

8. When Tajikistan was a Soviet Republic (1929-1991), despite poverty, its people enjoyed some of the socio-economic benefits offered by the Soviet model of development. In 1992, with a Human Development Index of 0.629, Tajikistan compared to the 0.649 averaged by United Nations Development Programme’s (UNDP) “medium”-income countries. A range of social and health benefits were made available to families with children, persons with disabilities and the elderly. Education was compulsory up to grade 11 for both girls and boys, facilitating near-universal literacy at independence. Life expectancy at birth averaged 70 years.
