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Main report
9. The independent expert is aware that the present report was written against the backdrop of a world faced by multiple crises - fuel, food, economic and financial - which in turn gave primacy to the urgent and unequivocal need for international solidarity. The argument in favour of international solidarity as a principle or, more precisely, a cardinal principle of public international law, in particular, international human rights law, is reinforced now more than ever. Global interdependence, which underpins the continuous processes of globalization, brings many advantages to humanity, but also disadvantages, as demonstrated by these crises. While the financial crisis has a major impact on all States and communities, the hardest hit are the poorer countries, and underprivileged peoples in all countries, as they are the most vulnerable and least able to deal with the challenges posed. Vulnerable groups include women, children, minorities, indigenous peoples, migrants, refugees and persons with disabilities. Another global phenomenon, climate change, like the multiple crises, is linked in both cause and consequence, to the individual and collective actions of States and other actors, and underscores the need for international and global solidarity. At its tenth special session in February 2009, the Council urged that a human rights perspective be mainstreamed into the international community’s approach to the global economic and financial crisis. States are not relieved of their human rights obligations in times of crisis. Measures of international solidarity and cooperation to protect the most vulnerable groups and individuals most adversely affected or threatened by the crises need to be put in place. One factor that is clearly visible in all crisis situations, including climate change, is the role of non-State actors; in this context, the independent expert reiterates his call for global solidarity, mandating cooperation among all stakeholders: States, international and non-governmental organizations, the private sector and all individuals.

