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PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
INTERACTIVE DIALOGUES WITH SPECIAL PROCEDURES

Item 10: Technical assistance and capacity–building

Report of the IE on the situation of human rights in Somalia
A/HRC/12/44 
C. Visit to Hargeisa, Somaliland 

21. The meeting with the Somaliland non-governmental organizations was focused more on local concerns. It showed how much the Somaliland people regard themselves as a separate nation. They reported on their perception of the human rights situation in Somaliland. The representative from the disabled community made a strong plea that special attention be paid to their situation.
V. HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOMALILAND 
70. Sexual violence, including a rise in the number of reported cases of gang rape of teenage girls (and younger), has been reported. A total of 11 cases of rape were reported by UNICEF monitors in the camps for internally displaced persons in Puntland in May alone, and 13 were reported in Somaliland. Some cases involved mentally and physically handicapped children and boys. Beside the brutality often employed, the most disturbing aspect of these cases was the near-universal impunity for perpetrators. Most cases were unreported, and when they were, they were most often settled by clan resolution, involving no direct punishment of the perpetrator. In 2008, in the Hargeisa regional court, only 12 cases of rape resulted in a conviction.

