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Item 3: Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, including the right to development

Report of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary

or arbitrary executions, Philip Alston
Mission to Colombia
A/HRC/14/24/Add.2 
VII. Especially vulnerable groups

74. Important targets of unlawful killings by both Colombian State forces and IAGs have historically included human rights defenders, trade unionists, proponents of women’s, victims’ and minority rights, lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender individuals or people with physical or mental disabilities. Statistics about the number of unlawful killings of people in each of these categories differ, but the incontrovertible reality remains that they continue to be disproportionately killed or threatened and are especially vulnerable. Government efforts to hold perpetrators accountable are weak. For example, of 877 trade unionists killed between 1984 and 2008, only 106 cases have reached the sentencing stage, while the vast majority (621) remain at the initial investigative stage. Impunity for killings by State forces and by paramilitaries and IAGs continues.
