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G. Special education

32. At the time of the visit of the Special Rapporteur, the specific educational needs of children with physical and mental disabilities could be addressed exclusively in aimag centres and larger cities. The Mongolian capital, Ulaanbaatar, has six secondary special schools (four 9-year secondary special schools and two 11-year secondary special schools). The Special Rapporteur has been informed that, in educational districts without special schools, students with disabilities do not show up in statistics pertaining to the general student body.

33. Nevertheless, official Government sources stress that the Mongolian Constitution guarantees the right to education to all citizens, including those with disabilities. The enactment and implementation of policies concerning the education and training of children with a disability is a State responsibility. For that purpose, the Government has established the National Centre of Rehabilitation and Vocational Training for the Disabled. The six special secondary schools operating in Ulaanbaatar are all also State-run. In addition, in the academic year 2004/05, a special school for blind children was opened.

D. Education of children with disabilities

68. The Special Rapporteur was made aware that 23,969 pupils enrolled in the education system present some form of impairment requiring special educational needs. It is estimated that 10,921 pupils are affected by visual impairment (of whom 6,337 are girls); 1,862 with a mental disability; 4,529 with hearing impediments and 2,575 with various physical needs. Secondary School No. 29 in Ulaanbaatar is the leading special school, which is entitled to develop the curriculum and instructional materials for the other five secondary special schools in Ulaanbaatar. It is estimated that there are around 200 teachers in Mongolia trained to cater to special educational needs. In 1994, the Teacher Training College opened a faculty for special education teachers.

69. The Special Rapporteur noted, however, with great concern, that the educational opportunities for pupils with disabilities are still far from being met and realized. He has observed and been made aware of the segregation of these students who are being placed in non-formal education centres and not in the formal education structure. Although the Special Rapporteur identified students with light disabilities in the formal structure, he found that teachers generally do not have the skills or capacities to meet special educational

needs.

70. The Special Rapporteur was also concerned by an absence of reliable statistics pertaining to children with disabilities. This reality not only prevents the identification of the number and whereabouts of these persons, but also impedes the development of public policies to address their needs, contributing to further segregation and discrimination. The Special Rapporteur calls upon the Government to move forward in the design and implementation of educational programmes that would allow the gradual inclusion of students with disabilities in the regular system, reminding it that Mongolia has ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and assumed obligations in this regard. These programmes should aim to make physical adjustments in schools, provide transport for persons with disabilities and gradually introduce curriculum adaptations and teacher training that is required in order to offer quality education to all.

VI. Conclusions and recommendations
78. Nevertheless, the Special Rapporteur is concerned about the dropout rates of children from the primary and secondary levels, the limited opportunities for

education for children with disabilities and the absence of reliable statistics to document these and other phenomena. The Special Rapporteur also noted the outdated and sometimes inadequate conditions of school buildings and dormitories. In rural areas, the poor conditions are intensified by problematic access to water and sanitation, whereas in urban areas, schools face a situation of overcrowding as a result of internal migration move from rural to urban areas. The absence of a human rights culture is reflected throughout the public spheres where the active participation of women is clearly lacking, especially at decision-making levels.

79. In the light of the above, the Special Rapporteur recommends that the

Government of Mongolia and international agencies present in the country:

• Ensure better identification through more rigorous record-keeping and statistics of children with disabilities and their educational needs, such as physical adjustments in schools, transport for persons with disabilities and teacher training.

• Design and implement educational programmes that will allow for the gradual inclusion of students with disabilities in the regular system. Mongolia has ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and has assumed obligations in this regard.

