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32. The Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre has a child trafficking unit mandated to act as focal point for producing and disseminating information on and raising knowledge and understanding of the nature and scale of the trafficking of children in the United Kingdom, along with policy, guidance and training on the best responses to the problems identified. On the ground, children services departments are responsible for supporting and protecting children abused or with specific needs, by providing foster and/or residential care. Assessment or duty teams carry out an initial assessment and facilitate children’s access to the various specialist teams, including the team for children with disabilities, the child protection team, a family support team or a “looked after children team”. The social worker assigned to a specific case establishes a detailed core assessment of the child’s needs and then develops a plan to be followed accordingly.

