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VI.  Issues of concern

B.  Obsolete and banned pesticides

51.  The Special Rapporteur considers that obsolete and banned pesticides, including  POP pesticides, represent one of the major environmental challenges the country faces  today. He notes that chronic, low-level exposure to hazardous pesticides that had expired or  were outlawed during Soviet times could cause a wide range of potentially life-threatening  medical conditions, including cancer, kidney and liver dysfunction, hormonal imbalance,  immune system suppression, birth defects, premature births, reproductive disorders and  learning disabilities. The adverse impact of chronic, low-level exposure to pesticides on  human rights, including the rights to life and to the enjoyment of the highest attainable  standard of physical and mental health, has been explored by this mandate (see  E/CN.4/2006/42).

