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Item 3: Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, including the right to development

Report of the SR on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, & on the right to non-discrimination in this context 
A/HRC/16/42

III. The right to adequate housing in post-disaster and postconflict situations: key issues and questions

A. Complex situations, difficult challenges

16. These tasks are all the more challenging in cases of prolonged, mass displacement. Displacement is a notorious driver of human and particularly housing-rights violations. According to displacement and resettlement experts there are eight major displacement impoverishment risk areas: landlessness, joblessness, homelessness, marginalization, increased morbidity and mortality, food insecurity, loss of access to common property resources, and social/community disarticulation. While the impacts of displacement are devastating for all who are affected, they are most acutely felt by those groups more vulnerable to discrimination, including women, minorities, children and persons with disabilities. If not mitigated through intensive, concerted effort, the consequences are longterm, entrenching patterns of poverty, exclusion, dependency and disempowerment.

Addendum – Communications to and from Governments
A/HRC/16/42/Add.1

35. On 10 June 2010, the Special Rapporteur sent a letter of allegation to the Government of India regarding the alleged evictions and demolitions of informal settlements and slums in New Dehli in the run-up to the Commonwealth Games. According to information received by the Special Rapporteur, New Delhi witnessed evictions and demolitions of informal settlements and slums in the run-up to the Commonwealth Games that took place from 3-14 October 2010 in the capital city. Most of these evictions were apparently carried out to construct roads, bridges, stadiums, and parking lots, or to beautify the city. In addition, beggars and homeless persons were allegedly rounded up, arrested and arbitrarily detained under the Bombay Prevention of Beggary Act 1959 in preparation for the Games. According to information received by the Special Rapporteur, in 2004, Delhi authorities evicted more than 35,000 families living along the banks of the river Yamuna to make way for a tourism and city beautification project on land adjacent to the Commonwealth Games Village. Settlements at Banuwal Nagar, Vikaspuri, were also allegedly demolished in 2006 in preparation for the Commonwealth Games. Reports indicated that evictions scaled up in 2009. On 12 January 2009, officials of the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) reportedly demolished the settlement of Gadia Lohar Basti consisting of around 15 jhuggies (slums), which resulted in the displacement of over 200 people. The settlement was neither notified nor covered under any resettlement programme. In June 2009, the MCD allegedly demolished a slum, inhabited by 50 people with disabilities, behind Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium to make way for a parking lot in preparation for the Games. According to the information, the MCD also reportedly demolished a settlement of 1,000 residents in J. Prabhu Market and Prabhu Market Extension near Lodi Colony for a parking lot for the opening and closing ceremony of the Commonwealth Games. A slum cluster of 368 families of Dalit Tamils at Jangpura’s Barapullah Nullah was also reportedly demolished to construct another parking lot for the Games. The Tamils, who had been living there for the past 35 years, did not receive any compensation or resettlement and were thereafter living on the streets. It was alleged that 400 jhuggies located near Barapullah Nullah were also likely to be demolished for construction of an elevated road that would connect the Commonwealth Games Village to the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium. Modalities of resettlement had not been worked out yet at the time of the submission of the allegation letter. In addition to comments on the accuracy of the facts of the allegations, the Special Rapporteur requested further information on whether or not a complaint had been lodged by or on behalf of the alleged victims; the details and results of any investigation ad judicial or other inquiries carried out in relation to the case; whether the appropriate consultations took place with the affected persons, and the outcomes of these consultations; the grounds on which the MCD allegedly demolished the slums; the situation of displaced persons; the measures that had been undertaken to avoid the worsening of the housing and living conditions of the people affected by the demolitions; the measures that had been foreseen to ensure that the persons affected by the evictions and demolitions would not become homeless; whether the affected persons were offered compensation for the loss of their houses and livelihood; and finally, what had been foreseen in terms of relocation.

