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Item 3: Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, including the right to development

Report of the WG on Arbitrary Detention 
A/HRC/16/47
III. Implementation of the mandate of the Working Group

8. As a general rule, in dealing with situations of arbitrary deprivation of liberty within the meaning of paragraph 15 of resolution 1997/50, the Working Group shall refer, in the discharge of its mandate, to the following five legal categories:

 (e) When the deprivation of liberty constitutes a violation of the international law for reasons of discrimination based on birth; national, ethnic or social origin; language; religion; economic condition; political or other opinion; gender; sexual orientation; disability or other status, and which aims towards or can result in ignoring the equality of human rights (Category V).

VI. Country visits

25. For the purposes of completing its task, the Working Group frequently pays visits on official mission. These visits are prepared in collaboration with the Government, the United Nations agencies in the field and with civil society representatives. The visits are an opportunity for the Working Group to engage in direct dialogue with the Government in question and with representatives of civil society, with the aim of better understanding the situation of deprivation of liberty in the country and the underlying reasons for arbitrary detention. An important part of these missions are visits to detention centres, including penitentiaries, prisons, police stations, detention centres for migrants and psychiatric hospitals.

