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Item 3

Interactive dialogue with Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education

Thank you, Mr. President. I am making this statement on behalf of the International Disability Alliance. We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education for his attention to the rights of persons with disabilities in his report. He mentioned, among other things,  the obligations to ensure equal opportunities in education that exist in articles 3 and 24 of the CRPD and that physical barriers are preventing access by persons with disabilities to education, such as the lack of support for educational transportation and poor infrastructure in rural and urban areas. We welcome his efforts to communicate with governments about allegations of violations, including the denial of the right to education, as well as torture and other serious violations in a residential facility for children with disabilities, as mentioned in his report. We request that the Special Rapporteur continue to pay attention to persons with disabilities.  

While precise global data on the exclusion of children with disabilities from education do not exist, there seems to be consensus that at least one third of the world’s 72 million children who are not in school have a disability. Estimates from the World Bank and others suggest that, at most, only about 5% of children with disabilities reach the Education for All goal of completing primary school. Thus, as the Special Rapporteur points out in his report, Education for All is lagging far behind when it comes to persons with disabilities. 

In developing countries, approximately as much as 90% of the world's deaf children and adults have never been to school and are thus more or less illiterate. From those who have access to school only very few are taught in sign language. Thus major problems include ignorance about the importance of a bilingual education system for the deaf, the lack of recognition of sign language, lack of good quality education programs that adequately teach deaf culture and history, limited availability of sign language interpreting services, and the widespread lack of knowledge and awareness about the situation of deaf people. These barriers deprive most deaf people the access and inclusion to large sections of society. The CRPD outlines, among other things, the rights to receive education and access to information in sign language and to promote cultural and linguistic identity of the deaf community. It is often a sad reality that deaf children can go through primary school without learning to read or write. 
There are other forms of discrimination by educational institutions against students with disabilities. For example, children with intellectual disabilities are often the responsibility of a social ministry rather than the Ministry of Education.  This means they do not attend school with non-disabled peers and the process is dominated by medical rather than educational criteria. As a result, students with disabilities graduate with a lower level of education and few relationships with non-disabled peers, and rarely have the skills and confidence needed to pursue an independent life, including the skills and contacts needed to fully participate in the community as adults. 
For hard of hearing students, there are few audio amplification devices and speech-to-text systems that can enable students to hear their instructors and classmates.

When teachers are not trained and supported to educate a diverse group of students, and when students do not receive the supports they require, the result can be disruptive behaviour.  This can often lead to a series of increased levels of exclusion – to a separate class, to a separate school, or to an institution.

Article 24 of the CRPD guarantees persons with disabilities' right to education.

We note that the theme of the Annual Ministerial Review (AMR), which will take place in Geneva in July 2011 as part of the ECOSOC High Level Segment, will be “Implementing the Internationally Agreed Goals and Education”. Persons with disabilities must be included in assessing progress in implementing internationally agreed goals. 
We call on all States to ensure: 
1. An inclusive education system at all levels and lifelong learning directed to, among other things, the full development of human potential and sense of dignity and self-worth, and the strengthening of respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and human diversity. 
2. Quality and free primary education and secondary education on an equal basis with others
3. Reasonable accommodation, including, effective individualized support measures including Braille, sign language interpreting, audio amplification devices and speech-to-text systems for hard of hearing persons, and adapted curricula
4. To recognize sign languages as equal languages such as spoken languages.
5. To integrate into their educational systems successful bilingual education programs that sign language as the language of instruction in all subjects for deaf children with a parallel strong emphasis on teaching reading and writing of the local spoken language.
6. We urge States to make education, co-curricular activities, transportation, and information accessible to persons with disabilities.
7. Finally, we urge all States and relevant stakeholders participating in the Annual Ministerial Review to comply with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) adopted on December 13, 2006 which recognizes the right of persons with disabilities to education and requires States Parties to ensure an inclusive education system with supports and free from discrimination.  The rights of learners with disabilities must be considered in ensuring access and quality for all. 
Thank you.
