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Report of Cherif Bassiouni, independent expert on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan (E/CN.4/2005/122)
Summary

Since his appointment in April 2004, the independent expert has conducted two missions to Afghanistan, conducted extensive research and engaged in a broad array of consultations. The independent expert welcomes progress made in the protection of human rights and the development of national capacity as well as the commitment of the Government to implement policies that respect human rights norms, despite limited resources. However, he draws attention to an array of continuing violations including: repressive acts by factional commanders; arbitrary arrest and other violations by State security forces, including intelligence entities; unregulated activities of private security contractors; severe threats to human rights posed by the expanding illegal drug industry; sub-standard conditions in prisons; egregious violations of women’s rights by the State and as related to an array of social practices; abuses linked to customary law decisions; violations of children’s rights; inadequate attention to the disabled; land claims and other issues faced by returning refugees and IDPs; and arbitrary arrest, illegal detentions and abuses committed by the United States-led Coalition forces.
6. As the independent expert outlined in his previous report, the human rights situation in Afghanistan involves a wide range of issues, including: past and present violations committed by State and non-State actors; arbitrary arrest; torture; inhuman conditions of detention; absence of due process and other key legal protections; illegal seizure of private property; significant and widespread violations of women’s rights, including violence against women, restrictions on

movement and institutionalized inequity; child abduction and trafficking; systematic violations of social and economic rights; and a wide variety of abuses committed against weaker elements of society, such as minorities, returning refugees, internally displaced persons (IDPs), women, children, the poor, and the disabled. Due to limitations on space, this report is unable to adequately address all of these issues, despite their significance.

8. The independent expert draws attention to a number of pressing human rights issues that demand the immediate attention of the Government and the international community, including:

(j) Inadequate attention, services, and rights for the disabled;

V. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ISSUES

32. Afghanistan is one of the poorest countries in the world and social statistics reveal severe, often preventable, human suffering, especially for women, children, the disabled, and other vulnerable populations. According to UNDP, the country currently ranks 173 out of 178 countries on the Human Development Index. While the Government is working closely with the international community to address key health, education, labour and related issues, many serious problems remain, some of which constitute violations of economic, social and cultural rights. The severity of these violations varies widely by region and the situation is generally more troubling in rural areas. Afghanistan has one of the highest rates of under-5 mortality (nearly 1 out of 5 live births) and infant mortality (over one out of 10 live births). Life expectancy is less than 45 years - 20 years less than in neighbouring countries. Overall, Afghans face enormous problems of poverty, inequality and inadequate human security.

33. Women. Women in Afghanistan face a wide array of human rights violations, including high rates of poverty; severe, inadequately addressed and preventable health risks; significant political marginalization; high rates of illiteracy, especially in rural areas; violence, especially domestic violence; limited access to justice; and the inability to obtain redress of wrongs from

the customary legal system. Limited access to health facilities exposes women to the risk of disease, disability and death, and the country’s maternal mortality rate is one of the highest in the world. Women are systematically excluded from positions of authority and are commonly subjected to the inequitable and abusive exercise of power by State agents and institutions. Women face significant violations of basic rights within the formal legal system and through

customary law practices. The independent expert draws attention to the pressing human rights needs of women throughout the country and the importance of immediately addressing these issues through comprehensive policy reform.

37. Rights of the disabled. The disabled in Afghanistan face exceptional challenges, including difficulties accessing education, jobs, health care and social services, and disabled children rarely benefit from early interventions. Although the new Constitution provides specific protections for the disabled, the Ministry for Martyrs and the Disabled provides some aid and United Nations agencies are also working on a number of initiatives, most assistance is provided by international and domestic NGOs that provide prosthetics, wheelchairs, physical rehabilitation, occupational training and aid in social reintegration. Many of the nation’s disabled are direct victims of the country’s violent conflict, and it is in this context that most services were initially provided. While the number of war-related victims has steadily decreased since 2001, the general incidence of disability related to poverty continues. The independent

expert urges the Government to make increased efforts to assist Afghanistan’s disabled population to rebuild their lives and successfully integrate into the nation’s economy and society.

