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International Disability Alliance (IDA)

Member Organizations:

Disabled Peoples' International, Down Syndrome International, 

Inclusion International, International Federation of Hard of Hearing People, 

World Blind Union, World Federation of the Deaf, 

World Federation of the DeafBlind,

World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry,

Arab Organization of Disabled People, European Disability Forum,

Red Latinoamericana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales de Personas con Discapacidad y sus familias (RIADIS), Pacific Disability Forum

Suggestions for recommendations relevant to 

the rights of persons with disabilities

12th UPR Working Group session (3-14 October 2011)

19 August 2011

Antigua and Barbuda

Signed but has not ratified both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol (in 2007).

With respect to policy measures, the CRC called for a comprehensive policy on children with disabilities and data collection disaggregated by disability, while the Pan American Health Organization called for equal opportunity for persons with disabilities and improved relevant public services. 

Both the UN compilation and summary of stakeholders' information mention barriers in persons with disabilities' enjoyment of right to equality and non-discrimination. CRC and UNICEF both noted that children with disabilities suffered from discrimination and disparities in accessing basic services. CRC recommended implementing existing non-discrimination laws and adopting needed legislation. UNICEF estimated that 1 % of the population (about 700 persons) were persons with disabilities and that they faced barriers to access to education, employment, housing, transport, health care, rehabilitation and recreation. AB-APD reported that the Government did not enforce the constitutional anti-discrimination provisions prohibiting discrimination against the "physically disabled" in employment and education and lack of laws mandating accessibility for persons with disabilities, however it did not consider that there was evidence of widespread discrimination.

With regard to the right to education, CRC recommended that Antigua and Barbuda integrate children with disabilities into the regular educational system and into society by special training for teachers and making the physical environment (schools, sports, leisure facilities and other public areas) accessible. With regard to technical assistance, CRC recommended that Antigua and Barbuda seek technical assistance from WHO and UNICEF to address barriers facing children with disabilities. 
Recommendations: 
1. Become a Party to both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.
2. Enforce constitutional anti-discrimination provisions prohibiting discrimination against persons with physical impairments in employment and education, amend these provisions to ensure non-discrimination against all persons with disabilities as set forth in the CRPD, including children and women, and pass legislation mandating accessibility for persons with disabilities.
3. Ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy equal access to inclusive and student-centered education with adapted curricula, sign language instruction by trained professionals including deaf instructors, as well as Braille materials and training, peer supports for persons with disabilities, and an accessible physical environment (schools, sports, leisure facilities and other public areas). 

4. Ensure that children with disabilities can get necessary care and support and services living in the community and that they enjoy their right to a family on an equal basis with other children.
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