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Antigua and Barbuda

National report
IV.
Achievements, best practices, challenges and complaints

D.
Persons with disabilities

18.
The Antigua and Barbuda Association for persons with disabilities in association with support groups spearheads campaigns to end stigmatization and discrimination against persons with disabilities.

19.
Within the Ministry of Health, Social Transformation and Consumer Affairs the Department of National Vocational and Rehabilitation Centre for Disabilities caters for the special needs of the disabled by providing financial assistance for the acquisition of assistive devices and medical treatment.

20.
There are three schools that were specifically established for three categories of disabled persons - the blind and visually impaired; the deaf and hearing impaired and special children. Computer software designed for these schools is utilized in the education of the students. There exists publically funded transportation to the school for children with special needs. However the provision of this much needed service is hampered by financial constraints. 

21.
Although there is residential care for children with disabilities there is a limit to the number of children who can be catered for due to lack of funding and insufficient trained care givers. 

22.
The Citizens Welfare Division in the Ministry of Social Transformation provides domestic help to eligible disabled persons and young adults who are disabled can access vocational training conducted by the Centre for Disabilities.
H.
The elderly

35.
It is Government’s policy to pursue legal and institutional protection for the elderly. To this end the Citizen’s Welfare Division through the Government Residential Assistance and Care of the Elderly and Eligible (GRACE) Programme provides care to the housebound and disabled elderly in the form of domestic services, meals and social activities.

36.
The Senior Citizens Utility Subsidy Programme provides a grant of $100.00 per month to all senior citizens from the age of sixty years to subsidize their utility bills. The utility bills of all eligible senior citizens from the age of eighty years are paid for by the Government.

Compilation of UN information
I.
Background and framework

D.
Policy measures

25.
CRC encouraged Antigua and Barbuda to establish a comprehensive policy for children with disabilities.

29.
CRC recommended that Antigua and Barbuda develop a data collection and indicators’ system disaggregated by gender, age and residence parishes, with specific emphasis on children who are particularly vulnerable, including children living in poverty, children with disabilities and children from single-parent families and use this information when formulating laws, policies and programmes.

31.
The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) noted in a report of 2007 the multi-sector “Agenda for Change” (2004) that was to introduce a national health insurance plan, a disability assistance grant; tax reduction on many pharmaceutical products, a pension plan for all senior citizens, a plan on poverty eradication and improvement of the quality of life of the poor and needy; to provide equal opportunity for the physically challenged; and to deliver improved public services.

II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

B.
Implementation of international human rights obligations

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

36.
CRC and UNICEF were concerned that girls, children with disabilities, children living in poverty, children born out of wedlock and informally adopted children suffered from discrimination and disparities in accessing basic services. CRC recommended that Antigua and Barbuda ensure the implementation of existing laws guaranteeing non-discrimination and adopt appropriate legislation to ensure that all children enjoyed all the rights.

40.
UNICEF indicated that in Antigua and Barbuda, 1 per cent of the population (approximately 700 persons) were disabled and faced barriers to access to education, employment, housing, transport, health care, rehabilitation and recreation.

9.
Right to education

81.
CRC recommended that Antigua and Barbuda integrate children with disabilities into the regular educational system and into society by special training for teachers and making the physical environment (schools, sports, leisure facilities and other public areas) accessible.

V.
Capacity-building and technical assistance

88.
CRC recommended that Antigua and Barbuda seek technical assistance from UNICEF to develop a national action plan to implement the Convention; from UNICEF and OHCHR to establish an independent National Human Rights Institution; from UNICEF to develop a data collection and indicators’ system; from UNICEF and WHO to prevent child abuse and neglect; from UNICEF and WHO to address problems faced by children with disabilities; and from UNFPA, UNICEF and WHO regarding adolescent health issues.

Summary of stakeholders' information
I.
Background and framework

A.
Scope of international obligations

1.
Antigua and Barbuda Association of Persons with Disabilities (AB-APD) stated that Antigua and Barbuda needed to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities without any more delay.
II.
Promotion and protection of human rights on the ground

Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into account applicable international humanitarian law

1.
Equality and non-discrimination

10.
AB-APD reported that constitutional provisions prohibited discrimination against the physically disabled in employment and education, although no specific laws mandated accessibility for persons with disabilities. It mentioned that there was no evidence of widespread discrimination against persons with disabilities, although the Government did not enforce the constitutional anti-discrimination provisions.

