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From 25th May to 11th June 2010, the CRC Committee reviewed the following States: Argentina; Belgium; Grenada; Japan; Nigeria; The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Tunisia. OPSC: Argentina; Belgium; Colombia; The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; Japan and Serbia. OPAC: Argentina; Colombia; Japan; Serbia and The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.   
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I. SUMMARY
ARGENTINA

CRC ratification: 1990  OPSC ratification: 2003   OPAC ratification: 2002

Has ratified the CRPD and the Optional Protocol.

Click here to see the references to children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Argentina.

II. EXCERPTS FROM CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
ARGENTINA

Concluding Observations
5. The Committee also notes the following institutional and policy measures:

c) The establishment through Law No. 25.724 of 27 December 2002 of the program on food and nutrition for children until the age of 14, pregnant women, the disabled and people  over 70 years in situations of poverty.

Data collection

23. The Committee welcomes the establishment of the National Registry on Integral Protection of Children and Adolescents (Decree 2044/2009), as well as of the Directorate on Institutional Management and Development, in charge of monitoring and evaluation of programmes for children, adolescents and the family. It also notes the commitment (Acta Compromiso) with the provinces to build an “Integrated System of Information on Policies for Children and Adolescents”. The Committee however remains concerned that the absence of a systematic approach to data collection and analysis in coordination with the National Institute of Statistics and Census (INDEC) continues to impede the availability of transparent and reliable data, disaggregated by provinces and municipalities, as well as by other relevant variables such as gender, age, children with disabilities, indigenous children, etc. 

24. The Committee urges the State party to take the necessary steps to ensure that plans for an “Integrated System of Information on Policies for Children and Adolescents” are implemented and coordinated with the National Institute of Statistics and Census (INDEC), covering all aspects of the Convention.  The State party should ensure that information collected through this Integral System contains transparent, reliable and comparable data on all rights, disaggregated by provincial and municipal location, gender, age and income in order to enable policy and programme decision-making and to ensure public knowledge of progress made and gaps in its implementation. Furthermore, attention should be paid to generating and monitoring data and information on children in need of special protection: children with disabilities, children in the juvenile justice system, children of single-parent families, sexually abused children, children in alternative care, or children without parental care, and others as relevant. The Committee also recommends that the State party seek technical assistance from, inter alia, UNICEF.

43. The Committee expresses concern at reports of human rights violations having occurred in mental health institutions and at the fact that children with mental disorders sometimes remain in mental institutions/hospitals for prolonged periods of time without proper medical justification.

44. The State party should take appropriate measures to avoid hospitalization and use it only if it is strictly necessary and for a minimum period of time. The Committee further recommends that the State party provides and monitors access to therapeutic accompaniment and appropriate housing for children released from hospitals and other institutions, taking into account the best interests of the child. 

Family environment 
50. The Committee encourages the State party to continue its efforts to support families to effectively fight against poverty, as well as to ensure that families are prepared in their parenting roles, in particular families with one parent and those that may have more difficulties to access the State party’s services, such as families from remote areas, indigenous families, migrants and families with children with disabilities. The Committee further encourages the State party to ensure that psychological, social and legal services offered at the local and community levels are accessible to all families and assist them to strengthen family relations, allow children to access day care and other measures to effectively prevent placement of children in institutions. 
Children with disabilities

55. The Committee welcomes efforts of the State party to implement the rights of children with disabilities to education, by improving standards of special education as a part of educational system. It notes with concern that only 42 % of children with disabilities below the age of 14 years have health insurance. The Committee further notes with concern that children with disabilities are often victims of discrimination, including economically due to, inter alia, unresolved pension issues and access to housing. The Committee is also concerned at insufficient efforts to equip all professionals working with children with disabilities, during  training programs, with all needed knowledge and skills, with special focus on inclusive education.

56. In light of the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s general comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006), the Committee recommends that the State party:
(a)
Ensure that children with disabilities are included in the system of education and health insurance plans;

(b)
Take all necessary measures to ensure the implementation of legislation providing services for children with disabilities and consider adopting specific legislation on the issue;

(c)
Continue and further strengthen its programmes and services for all children with disabilities, including through the development of early identification programmes, to cover all children with disabilities in need of its services and special education as part of the school curriculum. In this regard, the State party should ensure that such services receive adequate human and financial resources;

(d)
Enhance and broaden training for professional staff working with children, such as medical, paramedical and related personnel. 

66. The Committee, nevertheless, observes that there is still a significant number of adolescents who drop out and that there are insufficient measures to ensure a child’s transition from school to employment. This affects in particular indigenous adolescents living in extreme poverty. Furthermore, the Committee notes that the proportion of children with disabilities receiving special education is growing (78% of those between the age of 3 and 17 years), nevertheless, it regrets that only 53 % are integrated into regular educational facilities. The Committee further regrets the absence of reliable information regarding the number and reasons for drop out, especially of pregnant girls. 
67. The Committee recommends that the State party, taking into account its General comment No. 1 (CRC/GC/2001/1) on the aims of education:

a. Reduce disparities across the provinces, particularly those related to children with disabilities, indigenous children and pregnant girls, in access to education and full enjoyment of the right to education; 

b. Invest additional resources in order to ensure the right of all children to a truly inclusive education;
c. Take all measures to ensure that children complete their schooling, taking concrete action to address the reasons behind non-completion of schooling and take measures to ensure children’s transition from school to employment;

d. Expand and improve the quality of vocational education and training for children, including for those who have left school without certificates, enabling them to acquire competencies and skills in order to enhance their work opportunities; 

e. Enhance human rights education and include child rights in the curricula of schools.
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