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Disability-analysis of reports to be reviewed by the UPR Working Group in its 8th Session  (3-14 May 2010)

I.  SUMMARY

1. Armenia  

Troika- Bahrain, France, Slovakia

Has ratified the CRPD and Optional Protocol?- No; has signed the CRPD and the Optional Protocol.

References to persons with disabilities in the national report, UN compilation report, other stakeholders report and working group report.

Click here for references.

II. EXCERPTS FROM UPR WORKING GROUP REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

ARMENIA

National report
III.  Legislation and human rights

11.  Armenia has acceded to more than 50 human rights international treaties, including  all fundamental ones. Armenia has signed the International Convention on the Rights of  Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, the International Convention for the  Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Optional Protocol to the UN  International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; these instruments are  currently in the process of ratification.

E.  Protection from torture and other cruel or degrading treatment

38.  Pursuant to Article 6 of the Criminal Procedure Code of the Republic of Armenia  adopted in 2004, the execution of a sentence, as well as imposition of compulsory medical  measures combined with execution of the sentence, must not be accompanied by physical  violence against a person, as well as by such actions, which may lead to sociopsychological degradation of the person. No person deprived of liberty upon a judgment  shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.  No circumstance may serve as a ground for justifying torture or other cruel, inhuman or  degrading treatment or punishment.

J.  Right to education

92.  At present, within the social policy, the assistance provided by the State in the field of higher education is currently limited to state scholarship with full compensation provided  to certain groups of students based on their social status (students who have lost both  parents, persons with disability of first and second categories, children of perished or  deceased military servicemen, persons who have acquired disability during military service,  persons involved in target education).

L.  Right of the child

113.  Since 2001, child development and child day-care community centers have been  established by the efforts of the state and non-governmental organizations. At present,  children and juniors with disabilities and social-psychological problems benefit from the  services provided by these centers, the activities of which are mainly directed at supporting  the social integration of children in especially difficult circumstances.

118.  The Law “On State Pensions” of 2003 guarantees the pension security for the  citizens of the Republic of Armenia and provides for the following types of pensions:  insurance pensions – seniority, preferential, long-term service, disability, loss of breadwinner; partial; and social pensions – seniority, disability, loss of bread-winner.

N.  National minorities, non-discrimination

124.  During the Constitutional Reforms of the Republic of Armenia, the Constitution has  been supplemented by a new Article 14.1, which particularly states: “Everyone shall be  equal before the law. Discrimination on the grounds of sex, race, color, ethnic or social  origin, genetic features, language, religion, outlook, political or other views, membership to  a national minority, property status, birth, disability, age or other circumstances of a  personal or social nature shall be prohibited.”

UN compilation report
Responses to questionnaires on thematic  issues   

Armenia responded to three of the 21 questionnaires sent by special procedures  mandate holders. [footnote] 35. [footnote 35: The questionnaires referred to are those reflected in an official report by a special procedure mandate  holder issued between 1 January 2006 and 31 January 2010. Responses counted for the purposes of  this section are those received within the relevant deadlines, relating to the following questionnaires:  […] (e) report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education (A/HRC/4/29), questionnaire on  the right to education of persons with disabilities, 2006;

B.  Implementation of international human rights obligations    

1.  Equality and non-discrimination

17.  In 2004, CRC remained concerned at persistent de facto gender discrimination and  discrepancies in the enjoyment of rights by vulnerable groups, including children with  disabilities, refugee children, children living in rural areas, children from poor families,  street children, and children living in institutions. […] It was concerned that children with  disabilities are often institutionalized. It regretted that access to mainstream and special  education remained limited.

18.  The UNCT noted that although Armenian legislation prohibits discrimination by  age/sex and against persons with disabilities, only a few buildings were accessible, an  overwhelming majority of disabled persons were unemployed, and health-care services for  them were below average. 

7.  Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

56.  The UNCT also noted that despite refugee access to the national welfare system,  their needs were not adequately met due to limited State financial capacities.  Unemployment and disability benefits and pensions were minimal.

Other stakeholders report
I.  Background and framework    

A.  Scope of international obligations

2.  Joint Submission 1 (JS1) urged Armenia to ratify the Convention on the Rights of  Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol at the earliest opportunity. 

B.  Implementation of international human rights obligations    

1.  Equality and non-discrimination

10.  JS1 recommended that Armenia include HIV and drug dependence as conditions recognized as disabilities under domestic law, and ensure that people with these conditions receive protection from discrimination on the basis of their health status. 

2.  Right to life, liberty and security of the person

18.  JS1 noted that there was evidence of widespread domestic violence in Armenia and  an inadequate government response to such violence, including by police and health care  workers. […] It noted that there was no specific legislation addressing violence against women and the Criminal Code did not define domestic violence as a separate crime. JS1  recommended that Armenia enact, without delay, legislation specifically addressing  domestic violence against women, which should ensure that violence against women and  girls constitutes both a criminal offence and a civil wrong. Perpetrators should be  prosecuted and appropriate sentences imposed that reflect the severity of this human rights  violation; women and girls who are victims of violence should have access to immediate  means of redress and protection, including protection orders and availability of a sufficient  number of adequate shelters, and these services must address the needs of rural women,  women with disabilities, refugees, minority women and women who use drugs.

7.  Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work  

46.  The European Committee of Social Rights (CoE ESCR) noted that the effective protection of persons with disabilities against discrimination in employment had not been  established. 
Working Group Report
A. Presentation by the State under review

6.  Armenia has acceded to more than 50 human rights international treaties and has  signed the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the  Optional Protocol thereto, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons  from Enforced Disappearance, and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on  Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which are currently in various stages of the  ratification process.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

29.  The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya asked whether there was a specific strategy concerning  family allocations, pensions and improving care for persons with disabilities. It also asked  how children were cared for, other than in orphanages or through foster care. Recalling that  the national report indicated that primary education was compulsory except under certain  circumstances provided for by law, the delegation asked what those circumstances were. It  made recommendations.

37.  China noted laws and policies adopted to protect and promote human rights. It  praised Armenia's outstanding records in the areas of health care and social welfare. It  noted measures for women, children and persons with disabilities. It asked about measures  taken to improve the situation of 3,500 to 4,000 refugee families lacking permanent shelter.   China made a recommendation.

84.  In order to ensure equal opportunities for persons with disabilities, Armenia was  implementing a programme of inclusive education and training. There were also  compensation programmes for those who were unable to work. In addition, the State  provided support and subsidies to those registered as persons with disabilities who wished  to set up their own enterprises. Armenia would soon establish special training centres for  persons with disabilities. The Government was studying a draft law and the possibility of  amending law and labour practices in order to create jobs and social security for persons  with disabilities. It was also looking into improving working conditions as well as  incentives for those who would employ them.

C. Conclusions and/or recommendations

93.  The following recommendations formulated during the interactive  dialogue/listed below enjoy the support of Armenia which considers that they are  already implemented or in the process of implementation:

93.3.  Consider expediting (Brazil)/finalize the ratification of (Algeria)/ratify  the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Brazil, Algeria) and  the Optional Protocol thereto (Argentina, Iraq, Kyrgyzstan) as soon as possible  (Greece)/ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention (Azerbaijan);

93.15.  Continue its efforts to address discrepancies in the enjoyment of rights  by vulnerable groups, including children with disabilities, refugee children and  children living in rural areas (Islamic Republic of Iran);

93.43.  (…)  continue efforts to improve access to health care for all, particularly those in  the most vulnerable categories, persons with disabilities and rural populations  (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya);

94. The recommendations listed below have been examined by Armenia and enjoy its  support:

94.27.  Ensure the right to work of persons with disabilities, and establish  effective mechanisms and strong legislative regulations to protect their  economic, social and cultural rights (Kazakhstan).
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