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EXCERPTS FROM CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCE TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Azerbaijan

Concluding Observations
(Paragraphs 4, 15 and 16).

B.
Positive aspects

4.
The Committee welcomes the recent legislative and other measures taken by the State party since the consideration of its previous report, namely: 
d) The ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol in 2009.

Involuntary placement in psychiatric institutions

15. The Committee is concerned about numerous reports of forced confinement in psychiatric hospitals in Nakhchivan, of persons for reasons other than medical. (art. 11 and 16)

The State party should take measures to ensure that no one is involuntarily placed in psychiatric institutions for reasons other than medical. Where hospitalization is required for medical reasons, the State party should ensure that it is decided only upon the advice of independent psychiatric experts and that such decisions can be appealed. 
16. The Committee is concerned about poor conditions in psychiatric institutions outside Baku. It also notes with concern the absence of an independent body to monitor conditions in psychiatric institutions. (arts. 11 and 16)
The State party should establish an independent monitoring and inspection system for such facilities. It should improve the living conditions for patients in psychiatric institutions, ensure that all places where mental health patients are held for involuntary treatment are regularly visited by independent monitoring bodies to guarantee the proper implementation of the safeguards set out to secure their rights.
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