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I. SUMMARY
BAHRAIN

CRC ratification: 1992. 

Bahrain signed the CRPD on 25 June 2007. Bahrain has not signed the Optional Protocol.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO

CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
BAHRAIN

Non-discrimination

30.
Despite the adoption of a National Strategy for the Advancement of Bahraini Women to promote and protect their rights, the Committee is seriously concerned that de facto discrimination against the girl child, children with disabilities and children living in different areas of the country, is widespread in the State party. 

31.
The Committee recommends that the State party review national law and carry out awareness raising and training programmes with a view to eliminating de jure and de facto discrimination against the girl child, children with disabilities and children living in different areas of the country, especially those living in the poorest areas.

Children with disabilities 

53.
The Committee notes the interest of the State party to provide special assistance to children with disabilities, expressed in the State report and during the dialogue, in particular with regard to their integration in normal schools of compulsory education. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet adopted a national policy for children with disabilities and has not established a coordinating body at the national level. The Committee is further concerned at the absence in the State Party of specifically oriented schools and inter alia, the inclusive education system for children with disabilities, adequately equipped buildings, adapted school curricula, teaching materials, as well as trained teachers. Furthermore, children with disabilities do not have access to early childhood educational services, which may reduce possibilities of development for them because of the lack of early intervention. The Committee regrets that the State Party has not progressed towards the ratification of the Convention on the Rights for Persons with Disabilities (signed in 2007) and has not signed the Optional Protocol to this Convention.

54.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Adopt a national policy on children with disabilities that includes, inter alia, the establishment of a special coordinating body that places the needs of children with disabilities and their contribution to society in focus;

(b)
Establish centers for early detection of childhood disability and rapid intervention by trained officials and to conduct studies and research in this field; 

(c)
Strengthen its efforts to ensure that  adequate human, technical and financial resources are allocated to achieve the fullest possible inclusion of children with disabilities in mainstream education facilities, including by revising the school curricula;

(d)
Ensure that professionals working with children with disabilities, especially teachers, receive adequate training, in line with the Committee’s General Comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9);

(e)
 Ensure the rights of all children with disabilities in order to prevent them from becoming victims of abuse, exclusion and discrimination and give them the necessary support so as to enable them to become full and active members of society, and

(f)
Ratify the Convention on the Rights for Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto and to proceed with their implementation.

72.
The Committee recommends that the State party, in order to further strengthen the fulfillment of children's rights, ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, the International Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers, the two Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and any other conventions.
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