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I. SUMMARY
BAHRAIN

CRC ratification: 1992. 

Bahrain signed the CRPD on 25 June 2007. Bahrain has not signed the Optional Protocol.

References to Children with disabilities in State report.

Click here to access to these references.
II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO

CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
BAHRAIN

State report



45.
The legislature in Bahrain has reviewed the legislation to bring it into line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The changes which have been made in this area include the following:

(m)
Under Act No. 74 of 2006, concerning the welfare, rehabilitation and employment of persons with disabilities, ministries and other institutions are required to liaise with the Ministry of Social Development on the delivery of regular, integrated and continuous services for persons with disabilities, particularly in the areas of health, social welfare, education, culture, sports, rehabilitation, employment, communications, housing, etc. The Act furthermore regulates the establishment of centres, welfare homes and workshops for persons with disabilities, as well as retirement pensions and leave for employees with disabilities; 

Challenges

· A personal status code is required

· The law on the welfare, rehabilitation and employment of persons with disabilities needs to address the issue of rehabilitating public buildings and facilities in Bahrain

56.
In this connection, Bahrain wishes to draw attention to the fact that the general population census which is carried out every 10 years by the Central Informatics Organisation gathers data on persons under 18 years of age. This data is disaggregated by geographical area and information is provided on the social characteristics of young persons, including age group, gender, nationality, education and, if applicable, their disability status.

67.
Since His Majesty the King ascended to the throne, a series of measures have been taken to strengthen the role of civil society organizations in Bahrain. These measures have included approving the establishment of trade unions and allowing certain civil society associations and organizations, such as the Workers’ Union and the Bahrain Journalists’ Association, to become trade unions; the Journalists’ Association became a full member of the International Federation of Journalists in October 2003. Numerous professional associations and voluntary, charitable, cooperative, women’s, social and Islamic institutions have been licensed, as have charitable funds, other voluntary institutions and private institutes and associations for persons with disabilities and older persons. Information about what the Ministry of Social Development, in partnership with civil society organizations has done and has accomplished in dealing with children’s issues is provided later in this report. 

214.
This topic is discussed in paragraphs 126 to 129 of the initial report. We wish to add that, through the Department of Social Assistance, the Ministry of Social Development provides monthly financial support to children in need, the children of prisoners and children with disabilities. In April 2007, a total of 421 children, from birth to 19 years of age, received benefits. 

B.
Children with disabilities (art. 23)

251.
As detailed in paragraphs 217 to 222 of the initial report, children with disabilities have the right to free special care which meets their needs and to other forms of care provided by governmental and civil society institutions.

252.
Ministry of Social Development rehabilitation centres offer all kinds of welfare, rehabilitation, social, health and vocational services to young persons and children with disabilities. More than 640 persons with different kinds of disabilities utilize these services every year. The following table shows how many centres and units there were for persons with disabilities in 2007.
	No.
	Centre name
	No. of users

	1.
	National Bank of Bahrain Rehabilitation Centre for Handicapped Children
	296

	2.
	Academic and Vocational Rehabilitation Centre
	171

	3.
	Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait Rehabilitation Center
	121

	4.
	Shaikhan Alfarsi Centre for Total Communication
	92

	5.
	Children’s Day Care Centre
	37


253.
The Ministry of Social Development is committed to providing for the rehabilitation and social integration of children with disabilities and to offering access to employment to persons with disabilities who have undergone vocational and technical training. These services are supplied by governmental and civil sector institutions and centres. On 2 December 2008 the Higher Committee for the Welfare of Persons with Disabilities and the Global Alliance organization signed a memorandum of understanding with the aim of facilitating access to the environment and to technology for persons with disabilities.

254.
Article 3 of Decree-Law No. 74 of 2006, concerning the welfare, rehabilitation and employment of persons with disabilities, states: “Ministries and other institutions, in coordination with the Ministry, shall provide continuous, integrated and regular services to persons with disabilities, particularly medical, social, educational, cultural, sports, rehabilitation, employment, communications and housing services, among others.” A dedicated unit was established at the Ministry of Social Development to monitor employment of persons with special needs in the Government and civil sectors.



Disabled Services Center

255.
This centre is responsible for offering jobs which are matched to the health and physical capacities of the disabled person. It liaises with the full range of institutions and private sector enterprises and provides trained assistants who accompany the person to work during the first six months of employment in order to ease the integration process.

256.
The centre provides psychosocial, legal and vocational assistance to persons with disabilities and their families. A committee comprising all the State services ministries and civil society institutions which deal with disability issues was set up to assess and explore ways of meeting the needs of persons with disabilities. The centre receives requests from persons with disabilities for driving lessons, assistive devices and access to an electronic library.
	Type of disability
	Total

	Auditory
	111

	Mental
	113

	Visual
	36

	Physical
	141

	Multiple
	36

	Total
	437


257.
The Ministry is currently engaged in the establishment of a complex in the Ali district for persons with disabilities. The complex is expected to provide different kinds of services in a single geographical location so that persons with special needs can have access to an integrated package of care and rehabilitation assistance. The complex, which will cost an estimated BD 5.4 million, will house a diagnosis, assessment and testing centre, a centre for physiotherapy and psychotherapy, a learning and training resources centre, and a new Down’s syndrome centre, which is to be the first of its kind in the region.

258.
The Higher Committee for Persons with Disabilities was established with Dr. Fatimah Mohamed Al-Balushi, the Minister for Social Development, as its chairperson. The members are experts and officials from all the relevant ministries and civil society. The Committee drew up its rules of procedure and financial regulations. A Committee fund will be established to help meet the needs of persons with disabilities.
259.
Further to Decree No. 20 of 2005, it was decided to provide persons with disabilities in different age groups with an allowance. In 2007, some 4,990 persons with various kinds of disabilities received the allowance. The purpose of the allowance is to help provide recipients and their families with appropriate living assistance, to supply their needs and to offset some of the costs of their care. An allocation of BD 4.1 million was budgeted to pay out the allowance to all applicants registered on waiting lists.
Number of recipients of the disability allowance, by request and sex, 2007
	Reason for application
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Visual disability
	178
	130
	208

	Physical disability
	666
	453
	1 119

	Mental disability
	1 227
	939
	2 166

	Auditory disability
	399
	369
	768

	Multiple disabilities
	211
	160
	371

	Autism
	33
	15
	48

	Cerebral palsy
	121
	89
	210

	Total
	2 835
	2 155
	4 990



Recipients of the disability allowance, by sex and age group, 2007

	Age group
	Male
	Female
	Total

	0–9
	470
	364
	834

	10–19
	821
	598
	1 419

	20–29
	698
	492
	1 190

	30–39
	406
	352
	758

	40–49
	313
	256
	569

	50
	127
	93
	220

	Total
	2 835
	2 155
	4 990


Efforts and input from governmental, civil society and private sector institutions which deal with persons with disabilities
Ministry of Education

260.
The Ministry of Education supports persons with sensory and physical disabilities and those who have learning difficulties or are slow learners, integrating children into Ministry of Education schools at the basic stage of integration namely, location-based integration. Children with special needs are taught in special classes or special learning units at public schools.



Social integration

261.
Children enrolled in special classes or units join public school children in activities such as games, excursions, and arts and activities classes.



Classroom-based integration

262.
This type of integration takes place after the previous two stages have been completed. Children with disabilities and children without disabilities study the same curricula and syllabus.



Ministry of Health

263.
The Ministry helps to raise awareness about the prevention of disabilities. Its health centres have early screening units for expectant mothers and newborns, which provide vaccinations free of charge and test for disabilities.



Efforts and inputs from civil and private institutions

264.
Institutions in the civil society sector are taking steps to improve their effectiveness in line with their aspirations and with the role that they ought to play in social welfare development. The following institutions contribute to the care and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities:



“Mobility blooms” kindergarten

265.
This centre is run by Bahraini Mobility International and was opened in 1994. At present, around 35 boys and girls with physical disabilities are enrolled. The centre specializes in dealing with children with physical disabilities in the 3–6 age group. The kindergarten was set up to teach children the knowledge and skills that they need to help them integrate into society and to prepare them for enrolment in the primary stage in ordinary schools. The “Mobility Buds” kindergarten was founded in 2002.



Amal Institute for Special Education

266.
The Amal Institute for Special Education is run by the Child and Maternal Welfare Association. It offers a series of educational, advisory, vocational, health and leisure services to help shape the capacities, skills and behaviour of persons with disabilities. The Institute trains children aged between 6 and 14, who are subsequently transferred to rehabilitation centres or regular schools, as the case may be. There are currently 122 students enrolled in the Institute.



Amal Early Care Centre

267.
The Amal Early Care Centre is run by the Child and Maternal Welfare Association. It provides special care to children in the 3 to 6 age group with disabilities with a view to achieving a balance between the level of education of these children and that of their peers. It focuses on developing the children’s verbal skills and ability to participate in group activities among other skills, allowing for differences between individuals. The Centre is planning to expand its services to include those who are sight impaired and children with auditory and speech impairments and to prepare them to move on to special institutions once they reach the right age.

Amir Sultan bin Abd al-Aziz Centre for Hearing and Speech Development

268.
The Centre is part of the Bahraini Society for Child Development and was established in 1994 to serve as a leading centre for the rehabilitation of persons with auditory disabilities in the Gulf region in particular, and the Arab region in general. In addition, it aims at producing specialized research and conducting studies on auditory disabilities and hearing and speech problems at the local, Arab and international levels. The Centre provides rehabilitation services for persons with auditory disabilities, delayed speech development and speech impediments. It does not use sign language to communicate with the hearing impaired but rather a method which uses oral, auditory and lip-reading techniques to teach children with auditory disabilities oral communication. The Centre uses the auditory-oral method to communicate with and teach the children. Fifty children are currently enrolled in the centre.



Al-Wafa Centre

269.
Al-Wafa Centre is part of the Bahrain Association for Mental Retardation and was founded in 1993. The Centre works with children with different kinds of mental disabilities. It offers these children recreational social programmes which develop their capacities and build up their skills, helping to shape their personalities and to give them some independence.



Al-Rashad Centre

270.
This Centre is part of the Bahrain Association for Mental Retardation and began operating in 2000. It caters for children with autism; 17 children are currently registered with the centre. The object of the Centre is to supply rehabilitation services to autistic children in the 13 to 19 age group, teaching them the skills that they need to be able to live more independent and dignified lives and offering them vocational training that will allow them access to employment opportunities. The Centre also assists and supports the families of the students who take part in these programmes.



Saudi-Bahraini Institute for the Blind

271.
The Saudi-Bahraini Institute for the Blind is a model of fraternal relations between Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. It is an extension of the former Al-Noor Institute for the Arabian Gulf. Its name was changed from Al-Noor Institute for the Blind to the Saudi-Bahraini Institute for the Blind in January 1997 and it currently has 28 students.



Al-Rahma Centre for Youth Care

272.
Al-Rahma Centre began delivering services in 1997. Part of the Bahrain Association for Mental Retardation, this special Centre operates on a non-for-profit basis, supplying a full range of services and programmes on a day-care basis to young persons of both sexes with severe mental disabilities. Fifty students are currently enrolled in the centre.



Hidd Rehabilitation Centre for Special Needs

273.
The Centre was opened in 2001 and carries out diagnostic testing to assess children’s mental, physical and sensory capacities. It runs care, educational and vocational programmes for children with disabilities (minor and moderate mental retardation) to prepare them for inclusion in Ministry of Education schools. It assists and advises families on how to accept their children, teaches children social adaptation skills, self-reliance and a sense of self-worth and offers an integrated programme of counselling, guidance and psychotherapy to help children gain a sense of psychological equanimity. Twenty-four students are enrolled in the Centre at present.

Friendship Nursery for the Blind

274.
The nursery is part of the Friendship Society for the Blind and was founded in 1990 to train, educate and provide children with the grounding that they need to be able to enrol in the Friendship Society for the Blind schools and ordinary schools. The nursery develops the skills and capacities of children with visual impairments, advising their families on how to deal with them and running programmes and other activities to integrate children into society. There are eight children enrolled in the nursery.



Alia for Early Intervention Centre

275.
The Alia for Early Intervention Centre belongs to the Bahrain Society for Children with Behavioural and Communication Difficulties and has currently 47 enrolled students.



Down’s Syndrome Care Centre

276.
Part of the Bahrain Down’s Syndrome Society, the Down’s Syndrome Care Centre was established in 2001 to provide: health, treatment, psychological and social services; a full range of care to young children with Down’s syndrome; assistance with motor, mental, language and social skills development in order to allow children to be introduced into society under supervision; training for adults with Down’s syndrome; training to rectify parents’ negative attitudes towards children with the syndrome on the best ways of dealing with the children; and assistance with the integration of children with Down’s syndrome in government schools. At present, there are 100 students enrolled in the centre.



Sneha Centre

277.
This is a local centre, which is run by and part of the Indian Ladies Association. It was established in 1987 to provide, through targeted programmes and activities, for the care and rehabilitation of children with mental disabilities and cerebral palsy. 



Bahrain Institute for Special Education

278.
This is a non-for-profit civil society institution which was founded in 2002 to supply quality special education services and to raise awareness of methods for dealing with children with special needs. In addition to diagnostic and assessment services, the institute provides educational services, designs programmes and plans tailored to individual children’s needs and offers educational advice for all children with special needs.



Bahrain Comprehensive Care and Rehabilitation Centre for Persons with Special Needs

279.
This centre plays an important role in helping children with special needs to develop their sensory and motor skills and physical balance, to look after themselves, to acquire socialization skills and to develop their verbal skills. The centre does vital work to raise awareness of the importance of involving the family in education and training for children with mental disabilities in particular. It offers beneficiaries the opportunity and the training needed to communicate and work in partnership with the training staff at the centre.



Rehabilitation Institute for Autism and Related Communication Disorders

280.
The Rehabilitation Institute was founded in 1999 to provide correct diagnoses of autism and related disorders, together with training and rehabilitation for sufferers. It offers physiotherapy and medical services and trains staff to work with autism sufferers. It also provides training and rehabilitation for families, in cooperation with world-class scientific institutions specializing in autism. A trained team has been set up to carry out home visits to the families of autism sufferers.



National Institute for the Disabled

281.
This is a private institution, which runs several programmes and activities to support the delivery of care for persons with disabilities.

282.
National banks also establish centres to support institutions for persons with disabilities. For example, the National Bank of Bahrain built the National Bank of Bahrain (NBB) Home for Disabled Children, while the Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait established a rehabilitation centre.



Civil society associations which work on disability issues

283.
The civil society associations which work on disability issues are listed hereunder.



Bahraini Association for the Parents and Friends of the Disabled

284.
The Bahraini Association for the Parents and Friends of the Disabled was established in 2003. It works with governmental institutions on issues affecting persons with disabilities and their parents and makes proposals on the establishment of joint implementing mechanisms with these institutions.



Bahrain Disabled Sports Federation

285.
The Bahrain Disabled Sports Federation was founded in 1987 to promote disabled sports and enable persons with disabilities to practise proper sports. It takes part in local, Arab and international championships and competitions. Approximately 300 persons with mental, visual, physical or auditory disabilities use the Federation’s services.



Bahrain Mobility International Centre

286.
The Bahrain Mobility International Centre opened its doors in 1995. Its object is to provide persons with disabilities with the chance to realize their potential and to take part in various programmes. The Centre has 316 members.

287.
Some associations, such as the Bahraini Charitable Association, the Bahraini Red Crescent Society and a number of women’s associations, take a special interest in disability issues. Governmental institutions such as the Ministry of Housing, Municipalities and the Environment, the Ministry of Commerce, the Ministry of Transport, the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Health and the Public Authority for Youth and Sport contribute a great deal to the services for persons with disabilities.



Assistance for the blind

288.
In 1974, Bahrain established the Noor Institute for the Blind, which is now known as the Saudi-Bahraini Institute for the Blind. The Institute, which is run by the Regional Bureau of the Middle Eastern Committee for the Blind in the Gulf region, offers blind persons scientific, educational and cultural rehabilitation assistance, together with social, health and living support, in order to prepare them to become productive members of society and to share their skills and energies with the rest of society.

289.
The Institute teaches blind students the Ministry of Education curricula for primary and intermediate education and then integrates the students into Ministry of Education secondary schools. The students are also enrolled in the fourth grade of primary school and in the intermediate stage and are provided with a full array of school supplies, such as textbooks printed in Braille and free stationery. The Institute offers health, social and psychological services and takes in all students between the ages of 6 and 18 years who are blind or have a severe visual impairment.

290.
Blind students with multiple disabilities are also admitted. In 2007, a special welfare and rehabilitation unit was set up for students in this category. These students need care, rehabilitation, health and psychological services and some also need educational services. A special programme with curricula tailored to each group’s needs was designed for students in the unit. The curricula include instruction in various life and social skills, in addition to computer training, music and sports.

291.
The Friends of the Blind Association, which was established in 1981, is a private organization that caters for the needs of the blind. It pursues a number of objectives, such as making it easier for blind persons to get around, removing the obstacles that they meet on their way, taking meaningful action to afford them the opportunity to play their role in society and providing them with appropriate forms of care and rehabilitation. 

292.
Moreover, the Association supports indigent families with blind members and arranges treatment for blind persons who could recover their sight or improve their vision. To this end, it offers financial assistance, with the aid of institutions and private individuals, and organizes social, cultural, sports and information activities.

Child health services

295.
Regular check-ups have been available at all health centres since 1986. Specially trained doctors and community health nurses regularly measure and assess children’s growth, from the age of 2 months up until the preschool stage (5 to 6 years of age). Children are vaccinated, their growth is measured and their health is monitored. If they show any signs of poor growth, they will be referred to a specialist. The following results have been achieved:

A guide on regular paediatric check-ups was revised and updated to take account of the latest scientific techniques for early screening for mental disorders and disabilities in children.

Other prevention programmes for children



Cochlear implants programme

321.
A cochlear implants programme was introduced and has helped improve the quality of care delivered to deaf children, offering them treatment for their disability and enabling them to lead normal lives.



Premarital screening programme

322.
This programme was established in 1992. A law was enacted introducing mandatory premarital screening in order to reduce the incidence of common hereditary diseases, in particular sickle cell anaemia, and to guarantee the health of future generations.



Implementation of a programme to prevent eye disease and blindness

323.
A programme was implemented to protect children from eye disease and to diagnose sight problems from an early stage, identifying the causes of blindness and offering treatments. The following measures are included in the programme:

· Regular testing of children at birth

· Retina examinations for premature babies

· Regular testing of children at health centres during the early months of life (2, 4, 6, 18 and 24 months)

· Testing children before they start school

· Testing school children in the fourth grade of primary school and providing training to teachers

324.
Moreover, a public health bill is currently before the Council of Representatives. The bill contains a section on mothers and children.
326.
In keeping with the Constitution, in 2005, the year it was established, the Ministry of Social Development launched a strategy articulating a clear vision in which all sectors, institutions and individuals work as partners in a single team in order to develop Bahraini society, to deliver sustainable social welfare provision and to ensure the social, economic and political advancement of Bahrainis as productive members of society. Political stability and economic growth cannot be achieved without social security. Hence, the Ministry has focused its efforts on providing welfare and rehabilitation services for special groups such as persons with disabilities, older persons and children of unknown parentage, in addition to those at risk of being subjected to domestic violence. Social security is offered to families in need in keeping with the objectives which underpin international norms and laws on the creation of a safe and secure environment. Programmes have been established to help citizens overcome the social and economic problems which they find difficult to deal with and to enable them to develop their own resources. The projects and programmes run by the Ministry include the following.

328.
Social assistance: This consists in the financial assistance which the Ministry of Social Development has provided to families in need since 1972. In the 2005 budget, the amount allocated for such assistance was doubled to BD 8.4 million, following the issuance of Act No. 18 of 2006, concerning social security. A special fund was then set up and allocated a budget of BD 20 million as the nucleus of a social security fund to provide all groups without an adequate source of income with a living. These groups include families, widows, divorced women, women who have been deserted, older persons, the families of prisoners, those who are unfit for work, persons with disabilities, unmarried girls, children and orphans. The amounts of social assistance by group were adjusted as follows: BD 70 for a single person; BD 120 for a family of fewer than five persons; and BD 150 for a family of more than five persons. As of 2007, a total of 9,856 families with 19,624 members had benefited from social assistance. Of these, 4,719 families had received old-age benefit. The table below shows the number of recipients of social assistance as of August 2007.

	Group
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Prisoner’s family
	5
	42
	47

	Widow
	-
	1 057
	1 057

	Family
	688
	500
	1 188

	Unmarried girl
	-
	386
	386

	Unfit for work
	543
	164
	707

	Older person
	1 646
	3 054
	4 700

	Divorcee
	-
	1 355
	1 355

	Person with a disability
	45
	44
	89

	Deserted woman
	-
	255
	255

	Child
	21
	8
	29

	Orphan
	53
	70
	123

	Total
	3 001
	6 935
	9 936


333.
Benefit for persons with special needs (disabilities): Reflecting the interest taken by the Government in disability issues, Cabinet Decision No. 1807-3 of 12 September 2007 provides for the payment of BD 50 per month to each person with a disability. Reference is made to this matter in part VII B. of this report.

334.
Financial assistance is provided to orphans and children whose fathers are dead and who do not have the means to support themselves, in addition to children of unknown parentage under the age of 18 or those who are over 18, until such time as they begin working. It is also disbursed to all persons with disabilities who are partially or completely unable to earn a living and to support their families as the head of household, because they do not have enough money. The recipient must be over 18 and must need special care, which it is onerous for the family to provide.

344.
In accordance with the applicable rules and regulations, the Ministry of Social Development signed a memorandum with the Ministry of Labour on 11 September 2006 on training for impoverished families registered with the Ministry of Social Development and for unemployed persons registered under the National Employment Project. The two parties agreed on the importance of cooperating to deliver training to persons with disabilities, offering them suitable work in the Government and private sectors and developing the skills of employees of civil society organizations so as to support and further the work of these organizations under the community partnership project run by the National NGO Support Centre.
Reading ability among the population in the 10 to 44 age group

370.
Bahrain has adopted a broader criterion to define the target group for literacy promotion than the standard international criterion: persons aged between 10 and 44 years, instead of between 15 and 44 years. There were 6,436 illiterate persons in this category, according to the data for 2001. The objective is to devise measures to get this group into regular education. To neglect them would only add to the ranks of the illiterate in the future. 

371.
As shown in the attached table,
 in 2001 the illiteracy rate among Bahrainis in the target group (10 to 44 years old) was 1.4 per cent for males, 4 per cent for females and 2.7 per cent taking both sexes together. This compares with figures of 2.4 per cent for males, 10.5 per cent for females and 6.4 per cent for both sexes in 1991, the steepest fall in the illiteracy rate among Bahrainis.

372.
In the 15 to 44 age group, the figures for 2001 show that the number of illiterate persons was 6,306 in total, of whom 1,523 were males and 4,783 were females. As a proportion of the population, this means an illiteracy rate of 2.2 per cent for both males and females together and rates of 1.56 per cent for males and 4.88 per cent for females.

373.
The following table contains information on reading ability among 10 to 44 year-olds, disaggregated by nationality and sex, for 2001.



Reading ability among 15 to 24 year-olds

374.
According to the data in the attached table, as of 2001, 99.3 per cent of Bahraini males and females aged between 15 and 24 knew how to read. This figure can be broken down into 99.2 per cent for males and 99.3 per cent for females. The data point to a slight improvement over the situation prevailing in 1991, when the proportion of the Bahraini population that knew how to read was 98.6 per cent.

375.
This increase can be ascribed to higher levels of participation and attendance in primary education and the effectiveness of primary education in imparting basic reading and writing skills. The enrolment rate and net enrolment ratio and completion rate for primary education are reflected in the data on reading ability among those in this age group.



Registration and attendance in primary and secondary schools

376.
Bahrain provides educational opportunities for all. It has managed to absorb all children of school age in primary education and to expand and develop other stages of education to a marked degree, as shown in the figures set out below.



Total and net enrolment ratios in primary education

377.
The total enrolment rate in primary education refers to the number of new students in the first grade of primary school, regardless of their age, expressed as a percentage of the population of the official age for enrolment in primary school (6 years). This proportion was 105.2 per cent in the 2001/02 academic year (107.9 per cent for boys and 102.5 per cent for girls). In 2005/06, the figure was 108.8 per cent (109.5 per cent for boys and 108.2 per cent for girls). This increase can be ascribed to enrolment by some 5 year-olds in primary school, together with the absorption of all children of compulsory school age in primary education and the integration of children with special needs (including children with Down’s syndrome and minor mental impairments).

414.
The aims of primary education are derived from the principles of education and basically consist in ensuring the integrated mental, physical, spiritual, moral and social development of the child in a context where the right to learn and to receive an education is balanced with the right to enjoy one’s childhood. These aims are pursued based on the realization of the following general objectives:

Enabling persons with special needs (the exceptionally gifted, those with learning difficulties, slow learners and children with Down’s syndrome) to achieve their full potential, taking account of their mental, physical, spiritual and social resources and capacities, by integrating them into the school education process

415.
Some additional educational aims might be included among children’s rights, namely:

Helping individuals to achieve spiritual, physical, mental and social growth, to the maximum extent that their capacities allow, bearing in mind individual differences; fostering the creative skills of gifted persons; and providing growth opportunities for those with special needs, to the extent that their capacities allow
419.
The annex contains statistical information on basic education textbooks for the subjects of social and civic education and sciences, in which children’s rights are discussed, in addition to information on a family education syllabus for basic and secondary education and material on children’s rights in the school curricula.

Challenges

· Dealing with population growth and its impact on education

· Increasing the education budget to keep pace with rapidly evolving developments

· Training qualified staff to keep up with changes in regard to the growing use of an information technology strategy

· Focusing on quality in all stages of education, particularly in the early years of development, which are the foundation on which the system rests

· Developing educational curricula which take account of students’ individual differences, different ways of learning, and differing developmental patterns among students in all stages of education, and eschewing rigid, traditional teaching methods based on rote learning and unidirectional learning, as opposed to practice and experimentation

· Offering psychological, educational and social guidance from the early stages of education and providing skilled staff to help students resolve their psychological and family problems

· Integrating students in special categories who suffer from learning difficulties and sensory or motor disabilities and paying greater attention to gifted students, using special methods of discovery and care; enacting legislation to provide for these students as a matter of rights, and supplying specialist staff in all areas relevant to persons in special categories

· Training teachers who are model educators to make qualitative improvements in the context of rapidly evolving changes

· The need for an integrated approach to adolescent reproductive health

420.
This subject is discussed in some detail in paragraphs 284 to 289 of the initial report, where information is provided on sports education, activities for scouts and girl guides, advisory services, local courses, meetings, special education and care for students with special needs and for outstanding and gifted students. 
443.
Al-Amal Special Education Institute organized several events, including one to mark Arab Children’s Day on 20 November 2007. The purpose was to inform all students at the Institute about Arab Children’s Day. The Institute celebrated the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, on 1 May 2007, to raise awareness among the public of the rights and needs of persons with disabilities. On 25 January 2008, it set up a camp in the Emirate of Sharjah. Three female students from the Institute, escorted by an attendant, took part as a way of developing the social side of their lives. The Institute took part in the flower and garden show held from 22 to 24 February 2008 in order to allow students from the vocational education department to show the public what they were capable of doing. The Institute took part in a local disabled sports competition held on 28 March 2008, with 33 students participating. The event is designed to develop students’ physical and social capacities. The Institute also organized a health awareness week for students on nutrition and dental care. From 20 to 24 April 2008, it ran a special reading week to draw attention to the importance of reading in our daily lives. Moreover, it held events on 28 to 30 April 2008 to mark the International Day for Deaf Children and raise awareness of auditory disabilities. These programmes were fully successful.
449.
In June 2007, the “Be Free” Center launched a programme to protect children with special needs in the following categories from abuse: children with minor mental disabilities; profoundly deaf children; and children with physical disabilities. More than 200 children participated in the programme. A workshop was held to educate parents about how to help protect children with disabilities from abuse and ill-treatment. Over 330 parents took part. In 2007 a guide for children with visual impairments on ways to protect themselves from abuse was printed in Braille. In November 2004, some 5,000 copies were distributed of a children’s publication entitled “I am a smart, strong and safe child”, which focuses on the skills children need to protect themselves from abuse. A children’s story called “Nasser’s courage” was published in March 2008 to make children aware of their rights and help protect them from abuse. The Center marks international events which have some bearing on children. It has organized therapy sessions to help abused children or adults who were abused as children overcome their pain and begin the recovery process. The Center receives electronic mail messages via its website; this service has been running since 2002 and between 300 and 350 messages are received every month.
507.
Under article 4 of the Act a higher penalty is prescribed if the victim of the offence is under 15, has a disability or is a female or contracts an incurable disease [as a result of the offence]. Article 7 provides for the establishment, by a decision of the Minister for Social Development, of a committee to be called “The Review Committee on the Situation of Foreign Victims of Human Trafficking”. Article 8 provides for the establishment, by a decision of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, of a committee to be called “The National Committee to Combat Trafficking in Persons”, consisting of representatives of several ministries and of three civil society organizations nominated by the Minister for Social Development. That committee will be tasked with developing programmes to combat human trafficking and setting up the aforementioned Review Committee.
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	�	Education, Table 3, Figure 1.
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