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I. SUMMARY
ALGERIA

CEDAW ratification: 1996.

Algeria ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 4 December 2009. Algeria signed the Optional Protocol on 30 March 2007.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
BRAZIL

CEDAW ratification: 1984.

Brazil ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 1 August 2008.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

CEDAW ratification: 1982.

Congo signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 30 March 2007. 
Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
GRENADA

CEDAW ratification: 1990.

Grenada signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 12 July 2010. Grenada has not signed the Optional Protocol.
Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
JORDAN

CEDAW ratification: 1992.

Jordan ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 30 March 2008.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
NORWAY

CEDAW ratification: 1981.

Norway signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 30 March 2007. Norway has not signed the Optional Protocol.
Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
ZIMBABWE

CEDAW ratification: 1991.

Zimbabwe has not signed nor ratified the CRPD.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCE TO WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES
ALGERIA

Concluding Observations
6. The Committee welcomes the ratification and accession by the State party to the following international human rights treaties since the consideration of its second periodic report by the Committee in January 2005:

(d) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in 2009.

Back to top
BRAZIL

Concluding Observations
9. The Committee welcomes the ratification by the State party of the following international human rights treaties since the consideration of the last consideration of a State party report in July 2007:

b) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, in 2008; and;

17. The Committee recommends that the State party take further steps to expand the understanding of the concept of temporary special measures and the use of these measures, in accordance with article 4 (1) of the Convention and general recommendation 25 (2004), as part of a necessary strategy towards the achievement of women’s substantive equality, in particular for women with disabilities, Afrodescendent, indigenous and rural women, in fields such as political participation, health, education and employment.

23. The Committee calls upon the State party to:

a) Strengthen its efforts to amend or adopt legislation aiming at increasing the de facto participation of women in political life and pursue sustained policies aimed at the promotion of women’s full and equal participation in decision-making as a democratic requirement in all areas of public, political and professional life, by utilizing the Committee’s general recommendation No. 23 (1997) on women in public life;

b) Adopt and ensure the implementation of temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention and the Committee’s general recommendation No. 25 (2004), in order to accelerate women’s full and equal participation in public and political life, in particular with respect to disadvantaged groups of women, such as Afro-descendent and indigenous women, and women with disabilities; and

c) Carry out awareness-raising campaigns targeting both men and women aimed at eliminating patriarchal attitudes and stereotypes regarding roles for men and women and at highlighting the importance of women’s full and equal participation in political and public life and in decision-making positions in the public and private sectors and in all fields.

26. The Committee notes the establishment, in 2008, of the Commission for Equal Opportunities on the basis of Gender, Race, and Ethnic origin and for Persons with Disabilities and to Combat Discrimination by the Ministry of Labour and Employment. However, it notes with concern that despite the increased participation of women in the labour market, the achievement of equality between men and women in the field of employment remains a challenge in the State party. It is concerned that the wage gap between men and women fluctuates between 17% and 40% depending on the race, ethnicity, and education of women. It is also concerned that stereotypes related to gender

and race contribute to the segregation of Afro-descendent and indigenous women into lower quality jobs. It is further concerned at the lack of information regarding measures to protect women from sexual harassment in the workplace as well as about the persistence of the exploitation of women and children as domestic workers.

27. The Committee recommends that the State party: 

a) Prioritize the adoption of the Equality in the Workplace Bill (No. 6653/2009), which provides for the creation of mechanisms to prevent and prohibit discrimination against women in the field of employment;

b) Adopt effective measures in the formal labour market, including temporary special measures, to eliminate occupational segregation based on stereotypes related to gender, race and ethnicity; to narrow and close the wage gap between women and men; and to ensure the application of the principle of equal remuneration for work of equal value, and equal opportunities at work;

c) Include in its next periodic report legislative and other measures taken to protect women from sexual harassment in the workplace and to protect women’s rights in the informal sector; and

d) Continue to take measures to improve the protection of domestic workers, including the ratification of the International Labor Convention No. 189 on Decent Work for Domestic Workers.
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GRENADA

Concluding Observations
35. While welcoming the efforts of the State party to reduce rural poverty, the Committee notes with concern that rural women are disproportionately affected by poverty, unemployment and gender based violence. Rural women of all ages, including women with

disabilities who are doubly disadvantaged, have limited access to health and social services; skill-development and training opportunities; access to justice and legal aid and low participation in decision making. The Committee is also concerned about the high prevalence of female-headed households who also suffer from undue disadvantage.. The Committee is further concerned that rural women are particularly vulnerable to the effects of natural disasters as like in the cases of Hurricane Ivan and Hurricane Emily.

36. The Committee recommends that the State party:

a) Strengthen the programmes to address poverty and unemployment for rural women, in particular women heads of households and ensure that rural women have improved access to health care, social services and to the justice system with targeted programmes for women who suffer multiple discrimination due to old age and disabilities, including through greater access to social safety nets; and

44. The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments1 would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaty to which it is not yet a party, namely, the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
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JORDAN

Concluding Observations
6. The Committee also notes with satisfaction that the State party ratified a number of international instruments relating to women’s human rights protected by the Convention during the reporting period, in particular:

(b) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional  Protocol in 2008; and

45. While noting the State party’s denial that women with disabilities undergo compulsory or voluntary sterilizations that are not related to medical reasons, the Committee remains concerned by information provided from alternative sources on the prevalence of such practices by families who have girls with mental disabilities, and at the absence of a comprehensive law protecting women with mental disabilities from forced sterilization.

46. The Committee urges the State party to adopt a comprehensive law protecting women, in particular girls with mental disabilities, from forced sterilization, and to ensure that rights of women with disabilities are mainstreamed within the national strategies and action plans for women, as well as to intensify its efforts in providing social and health services support to families with girls and women with disabilities.
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NORWAY

Concluding Observations
Definition of gender discrimination and gender equality

9. The Committee notes the upcoming White Paper and a Bill on the State Party’s future gender equality policies aimed at adjusting existing anti-discrimination legislation with an aim to harmonize the rules in different legal acts. The Committee is concerned at the lack of guarantee or definition of gender equality in the State Party’s Constitution or other appropriate legislation. The Committee is also concerned that the use of genderneutral legislation, policies and programmes, which might lead to inadequate protection of women against direct and indirect discrimination and hinder the achievement of substantive equality between women and men. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned at the lack of attention, in some laws and policies, to the specific needs of minority groups of women, including women with ethnic minority background and women with disabilities, often leading to intersectional discrimination.

10. The Committee calls upon the State party to:

(a) Embody the principle of equality of women and men into the Constitution or other appropriate legislation in accordance with Article 2 of the Convention;

(b) Adopt a more gender specific approach for its legislation, policies and programmes; and

(c) Raise awareness with respect to the nature of indirect discrimination and the principle of equality for all women, including women from ethnic minority background and women with disabilities, among Government officials, the judiciary and the general public.

23. While welcoming the launch in January 2012 of a new Plan of Action to Combat Domestic Violence and the establishment of the duty to contact the police or otherwise attempt to prevent domestic violence (section 139 of the Penal Code), the Committee expresses its concern at the high prevalence of violence against women in the State party, in particular, domestic and sexual violence, including rape and, marital rape in some communities, the high level of acquittals, the lenient sentences imposed on perpetrators which may be partly attributed to lack of gender training of lay judges who serve as jury in criminal cases, the absence of surveys and research on root causes of violence against women. It is also concerned at the apparent lack of awareness among women that marital rape is criminalized in the State party. The Committee reiterates its previous concerns at the lack of a comprehensive law on prevention of violence against women. The Committee is also concerned that the definition of rape contained in the General Penal Code, maintains the requirement of the use of threat or force. While noting the adoption in 2009 of the new Act relating to provision of municipal crisis centres (Crisis Centre Act), which directs all municipalities to have a shelter for women, men and children victims of violence and abuse in close relationships, the Committee is concerned that from 51 shelters, 22 shelters are for men and 10 of them remain empty, apparently due to inadequate estimation of the needs for this type of establishment, and that only half are accessible for women with physical disabilities.

24. The Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Give high priority to the enactment of comprehensive specific legislation on domestic violence, to put in place comprehensive measures to prevent and address violence against women and girls, including marital rape, to ensure that perpetrators are prosecuted and punished commensurate with the gravity of their crimes, in accordance with the Committee’s general recommendation No. 19 and to raise awareness among women that marital rape in criminalized;

(b) Adopt a legal definition of rape in the Penal Code so as to place the lack of consent at its centre, in line with the Committee’s general recommendation No. 19, and the Vertido case (CEDAW/C/46/D/18/2008);

(c) Train lay judges on the subject of violence against women;

(d) Provide adequate assistance and protection to women victims of violence, including to women with disabilities, by strengthening the capacity of shelters and crisis centres, and ensure that the need to help men victims of violence is addressed without detriment to the needs of women victims of violence; and

(e) Set a time frame for ratifying the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence.

35. The Committee is concerned about the situation of disadvantaged groups of women,

including women with disabilities, women of ethnic and minority communities and migrant

women, who may be more vulnerable to multiple forms of discrimination with respect to

education, health, social and political participation and employment. The Committee is

concerned that requirements under the national legislation, such as proof of at least three

years of marriage as precondition for claiming residency by foreign women or of

difficulties in social integration in the country of origin, may pose difficulties for women

victims of violence to acquire or renew residency or asylum permits and may continue to

prevent them from leaving abusive relationships and from seeking assistance. The

Committee notes difficulties some lesbian and trans-gendered asylum seekers have faced

due to narrow construction of gender-related persecution as a relevant factor when

considering asylum, as acknowledged by the State party.

36. The Committee calls upon the State party to:

(a) Take effective measures to eliminate discrimination against women of ethnic and minority communities and migrant women, irrespective of country of origin, both in society at large and within their communities;

(b) Take proactive measures, including through the development of targeted programmes and strategies, to increase women of ethnic and minority communities’ and migrant women’s awareness of and access to education, health and social services, legal aid, training and employment;

(c) Keep under review and carefully monitor the impact of its laws and policies on women of ethnic and minority communities and on migrant women, with a view to taking remedial measures that effectively respond to the needs of these women; and

(d) Take specific measures to address difficulties faced by lesbian and transgendered asylum seekers.

42. The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments1 would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. 
The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, i.e. the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families and Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

Concluding Observations
8. The Committee welcomes the oral commitment of the delegation to ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the United Nations Convention against transnational organized crime and the Palermo Protocol.

32. The Committee invites the State party to:

(d) Provide adequate educational opportunities for girls and boys with disabilities, including by integrating them into mainstream education;
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ZIMBABWE
Concluding Observations
42. The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major  international human rights instruments would enhance the enjoyment by women of  their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all  aspects of life. The Committee  therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not  yet a party, i.e. the International Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,  Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; the International Convention on  the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant; the International Convention for the  Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on the  Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  
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