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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the 
List of Issues Pre-session Working Group of the 
Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State report and treaty body concluding observations (see annex).
SOLOMON ISLANDS

Solomon Islands signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on 23 September 2008 and its Optional Protocol on 24 September 2009.

IDA suggestions for list of issues:

Article 2, 3, 4, 5 

· What steps are being taken to implement an effective data collection system which is disaggregated by sex, age, disability and region, which can inform the development of policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for women and girls with disabilities in society? 
· What steps are being taken to ensure the presence of the rights of women with disabilities in national policies, including concerning health care, education, employment and social protection?
· What steps are being taken to consult and engage with women with disabilities and their representative organisations in the development of national policies and programmes?
· What steps are being taken to ensure the immediate review and implementation of the National Disability Policy 2005-2010
 and the development of new policies in consultation with organisations of persons with disabilities to ensure the promotion and protection of rights of women and girls with disabilities?
· What steps are being taken to address the heightened risk for women with disabilities of becoming victims of violence, exploitation, abuse including harmful practices, and to adopt measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women with disabilities living in institutions and the community?
· What steps are being taken to ratify the CRPD and its Optional Protocol? (see UPR National Report, para 48)

Article 7

· What steps are being taken to repeal provisions in the Constitution (1978) and legislation which restrict or exclude women with disabilities from the right to vote and to be elected on an equal basis with others
 in accordance with Article 29 of the CRPD, which comprises the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life of persons with disabilities including women with disabilities? 
Article 10

· What measures are being taken to guarantee the implementation of inclusive education in the law and practice?  Please provide statistics of the number of children with disabilities attending the following mainstream schools: primary school, middle school, high school and the rate of success and completion of schooling. What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into all core teacher training curricula and in service training to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education at the start of a teacher’s careers and continuously, in order to create a culture of inclusive learning at school? (see UPR National Report, para 42)
Article 11

· What steps has the Labour Division of the Ministry of Commerce, Employment and Industries taken to collect data on how many people in the formal workforce are with disability, and if women with disabilities have been discriminated against in recruitment, promotions and during work? (see National Report para 52)
Articles 12

· What steps are being taken to ensure the principle of non-discrimination is adequately implemented for children with disabilities, especially with regard to their access to adequate health care, rehabilitation services and educational facilities? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.208, 2003, para 21(b), 38(a)&(b), in Annex below)
· What steps are being taken to adopt measures to ensure that the mental health policy requires all health care and services to be based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law?
· What services are in place to reach out and educate women and girls with disabilities about sexual and reproductive health, including STIs?
ANNEX
The national report of Solomon Islands submitted to the Human Rights Council for Universal Periodic Review (May 2011)

Select references to women with disabilities:
Public awareness of human rights
38. In 2010, the Law Reform Commission (LRC) as part of its ongoing program of community engagement which includes awareness raising activities, in relation to its projects to addressing sexual offences, sentencing, corruption offences and mental impairment, criminal responsibility and fitness to plead, and how the law should be reformed in these areas, it has produced seven 15 minute radio programs for broadcast on the Solomon Islands Broadcasting corporation, that gave information about LRC’s current projects, and invited members of the public to give their view in relations to how the following human rights conventions are relevant to the reform of the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code : The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), The Optional Protocol to the CRC on Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography), The Convention for Eliminating all Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.
Education

42. The need to have human rights as a subject to be studied in both primary and secondary schools remains, and equally challenging is the Government’s goal to putting in place curriculum and schools for children with special needs. Solomon Islands have only a single school for children with special needs and situated in the capital, Honiara. At the Juvenile Corrective centre at Rove, the need for education comes in the context that, there are no mechanisms to provide continuing education for juveniles and the Government sees this as an issue, in which it would like assistance towards solving.
Health
48. The current fact that Disability is being accommodated under the Community Based Rehabilitation programme at the Ministry of Health and Medical Services could pose a human rights challenge. Therefore, Solomon Islands Government recognises that taking a human rights approach to Disability present the best way to addressing Disability. Such rethinking is important in light of the fact that Solomon Islands is now a signatory to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (signatory: 23 Sept 2008) and its Optional Protocol (signatory: 24 Sept 2009).
Labour

52. The Labour Division of the Ministry of Commerce, Employment and Industries does not have data on how many people in the formal workforce are with disability, nor information regarding them being discriminated against when it comes to recruitment, promotions and during work. Most of the complaints being submitted to the Labour Division are from persons who claim compensation from their employers for accidents incurred in work places.
Key national priorities, commitments and initiatives 

Request

85. The Solomon Islands Government (SIG) requests the international community to consider assisting national policy plans and strategies towards addressing women economic empowerment, climate change, advocacy against violence against women and children, youth empowerment, legal aid, health, education and law reform initiatives in the following ways: 

f) Technical assistance to assist the Government to establish schools for children with special needs;
Disability references in Treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to Solomon Islands

Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.208, 2003
Non-discrimination

21.
The Committee is concerned that:

(a)
There continues to be widespread discrimination against women and girls and that girls are underrepresented in schools;

(b)
The principle of non-discrimination is not adequately implemented for children of some ethnic minorities and of economically disadvantaged households, children living in remote islands, children born out of wedlock and children with disabilities, especially with regard to their access to adequate health care and educational facilities.

22.
The Committee recommends that the State party monitor the situation of children, in particular those belonging to the above-mentioned vulnerable groups, who are exposed to discrimination and develop, on the basis of the results of this monitoring, comprehensive strategies containing specific and well-targeted actions aimed at eliminating all forms of discrimination.

23.
The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, and taking account of general comment No. 1 on article 29 (1) of the Convention (aims of education).
Children with disabilities

38.
The Committee is encouraged by the introduction of the Community Based Rehabilitation Programme.  However, it is concerned that:

(a)
Children with disabilities living on remote islands may not have access to rehabilitation services as these are based in the capital;

(b)
Children with disabilities have no access to education;

(c)
There is no specific governmental policy for children with disabilities;

(d)
The terminology used by the State party to describe individuals with disabilities is inappropriate.

39.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Undertake studies to determine the causes of and ways to prevent disabilities in children;

(b)
In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on “The rights of children with disabilities” (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339), further encourage their integration into the regular educational system and inclusion into society, including by providing special training to teachers and by making schools more accessible; 

(c)
Undertake an awareness-raising campaign to sensitize the public about the rights and special needs of children with disabilities and introduce the appropriate terminology when addressing this issue, and include churches and local leaders in this activity;

(d)
Develop rehabilitation services in remote island areas; and 

(e)
Seek technical assistance for the training of professional staff working with and for children with disabilities from WHO, among others.
CYPRUS
Cyprus ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its Optional Protocol on 27 June 2011. 
IDA suggestions for list of issues:
Article 2, 3, 4, 5 

· What steps are being taken to implement an effective data collection system which is disaggregated by sex, age, disability and region, which can inform the development of policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for women and girls with disabilities in society? 
· Please provide the Committee detailed information on what steps are being taken to ensure the presence of the rights of women with disabilities in national policies, including concerning health care, education, employment and social protection.  Please provide more information and the findings of the NAPGE’s (National Action Plan on Gender Equality) conference on “Women with Disabilities and Chronic Diseases: Better Opportunities in Life” (in State report paragraph 25(e)). Did this conference lead to changed policy and practice in Cyprus in relation to women with disabilities? 
· Please provide more information on the Violence in the Family (Prevention and Protection of Victims)(Amendment) Law of 2004 and how it facilitates the reporting of violent incidents in concern to women with disabilities. What steps are being taken to address the heightened risk for girls and women with disabilities of becoming victims of domestic violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices? What measures are being adopted to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities? (see State report para 34)
· Please provide more information on how the Government has addressed marginalised groups of women, such as women with disabilities, more systematically during 2011-2012 (in State report para 135)? What steps are being taken to ensure the full development, advancement and empowerment of women with disabilities, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment of the human rights and fundamental freedoms?
Article 7

· What steps are being taken to repeal provisions in the Constitution (1960) which restrict or exclude women with disabilities from the right to be a candidate for election on an equal basis with others
 in accordance with Article 29 of the CRPD, which comprises the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life of persons with disabilities including women with disabilities? 
Article 10

· What measures are being taken to guarantee the implementation of inclusive education in the law and practice?  Please provide statistics of the number of children with disabilities attending the following mainstream schools: primary school, middle school, high school and the rate of success and completion of schooling. What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into all core teacher training curricula and in service training to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education at the start of a teacher’s careers and continuously, in order to create a culture of inclusive learning in a school?  (see Observations of the CRC Committee CRC/C/15/ADD.205, 2003, paras 51 & 52, in Annex below)
Article 11

· What programmes are in place to ensure that women and girls with disabilities are able to choose for themselves their vocation and to receive the necessary educational support and training to that end?  
· Please provide more information on the new policies enacted by the modernization of the Public Employment Services (in State report paragraph 117): do the new policies provide reasonable accommodation to women with disabilities in the workplace (as set out in Article 27 of the CRPD)?
Articles 12 & 16

· What steps are being taken to adopt measures to ensure that the mental health policy requires all health care and services to be based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law?
· What services are in place to reach out and educate women and girls with disabilities about sexual and reproductive health, including STIs?
· Please provide more information on the projects “Expansion and Improvement of Care Services for Children, the Elderly, Disabled Persons and Other Dependants” (in State report paragraph 110) and “Provision of Services for Covering Social Care within the Framework of Family and Employment Reconciliation” (in State report paragraph 111). Indicate how the programmes prevent women and children with disabilities from being forced to live in residential homes or other institutions, in particular, do they provide personal assistance that persons with disabilities might need in order to live in the community (as set out in Article 19 of the CRPD). Provide information on the number of women and children with disabilities in institutional care, as well as on the available measures designed to enable them to live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate institutionalization. (see Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/CYP/CO/5, 2009, para 23)

State report
Select references to women with disabilities:

25. In order to be in line with the NAPGE and contribute substantially in its implementation, the NMWR has mobilized all its Subcommittees and has set up new ones, namely:
(e) The Subcommittee on Vulnerable Groups of Women has been set up to study and give visibility to the problems of the most vulnerable groups of women. Its latest conference held in March 2009 on “Women with Disabilities and Chronic Diseases: Better Opportunities in Life”, included a large number of women with disabilities as participants and speakers. The findings of the conference have also been translated, in collaboration with the School for the Blind, in Braille system.

34. During the period under review, major developments have taken place. The Violence in the Family (Prevention and Protection of Victims)(Amendment) Law of 2004, [L.212 (I)/2004], amending L. 119(I)/2000, inter alia, condemns any act of violence within the family, raises substantially the penalties for violence, provides protection to victims mainly by empowering the Court to issue restraining orders, clarifies that rape can be committed within marriage, facilitates the reporting of violent incidents, provides for the appointment of Family Counselors, the setting up of the Advisory Committee for the Prevention and Combating of Domestic Violence (ACPCDV) to monitor the implementation of the Law, the taking of testimony of victims of violence by electronic means, the protection of victims and witnesses, makes the spouse a compellable witness and makes an omission to report a case of violence against a minor or a person with severe mental of psychological deficiency, a criminal offense punishable with imprisonment.
Reconciliation of family and working life 
109. Furthermore, emphasis is laid on the involvement of local authorities in the provision of social care services at local level, who are for the first time eligible for funding under the Grant’s in Aid Scheme for the implementation of care services for dependent persons (children, elderly people and people with disabilities).

110. In the same line, the SWS have implemented the Project “Expansion and Improvement of Care Services for Children, the Elderly, Disabled Persons and Other Dependants”, co-financed by the European Social Fund (ESF), which started in 2005 and was completed in 2008. The pilot implementation of this Project, aimed, among other things, at the more active involvement of local authorities in the field of social care and the development of closer cooperation with voluntary organizations at the local level.

111. Due to the great success of this project and within the context of the 2007-2013 programming period of the EU Structural Fund, the SWS are implementing a project entitled “Provision of Services for Covering Social Care within the Framework of Family and Employment Reconciliation”. Within the framework of this Project, the SWS will subsidize the cost of day care for children, elderly or persons with disabilities. Beneficiaries of the Project are women who are responsible for the care of their children, elderly or persons with disabilities. With this subsidy women will be able to enter or re-enter the labour market since the cost of day care will not be disproportional to their earnings. 
Employment offices

117. Policy measures were taken in order to favour access to employment groups most exposed to or affected by unemployment. This led to the modernization of the Public Employment Services and to enhancing its capacity to deal with special groups, such as persons with disabilities, long-term unemployed, women, older persons and other vulnerable groups. In this framework, the geographical access to services was improved through the creation of 8 more Local Employment Offices and the upgrading of 4 District and 2 Local Employment Offices. Since April 2006, 18 specially trained Employment Counselors have been providing individualized services to the unemployed, including occupational guidance. Women are constantly encouraged to participate in initial and continuing training programmes and to enter new fields of occupations.
132. This legislation especially favours persons with disabilities and single parent families. Half the income from employment of single parents or €256.29- whichever is higher- is not taken into account when benefits are calculated. Single parents may receive public assistance even though they are gainfully employed. Through public assistance, a care allowance may be provided to a family member who is obliged to withdraw from employment, in order to care for a dependent elderly relative. In July 2008, an increase of

12% was enacted, which is by 7.8% higher, comparing to 2007.

134. Through the Grants-in-Aid Scheme for 2008, 210 voluntary Social Welfare Organisations were subsidized for the operation of 292 programmes of social care at the local level, with the amount of €8,063.823. These subsidies were provided to 55 programmes for pre-school aged children, 55 Centers for the protection and occupation of school aged children, 52 programmes for persons with special needs, 88 programmes for the elderly and 42 programmes aiming at covering the needs of other vulnerable population groups.
135. The present Government has made a commitment to address vulnerable groups of women such as migrants, women with disabilities, elderly women, single mothers and others more systematically. In terms of migration, Cyprus has witnessed an increase in the number of migrant workers in recent years, the majority of which are women (63% in 2006). One particularly vulnerable group is female migrant domestic workers third country nationals. Efforts have been made by NGOs and women’s organizations to map the specific needs of migrant domestic workers and raise awareness among relevant stakeholders. A Ministerial Committee has been set up to revise the employment policy concerning migrant domestic workers including their salaries. Furthermore, NAPS including the NAPGE and the NAPSPSI propose specific measures to take into account the needs of such vulnerable groups of women.
154. Considerable legislative measures relating to gender equality were enacted, e.g.: - The Maternity Protection (Amendment) Laws, 2007 and 2008 [L.109 (I)/2007, L.8 (I)/2008 and L. 43(I)/2008] extending the maternity leave from 16 to 18 weeks. - The Parental Leave and Leave on Grounds of Force Majeure (Amendment) Law, 2007 [L.111(I)/2007] amending L.69 (I)/2002 to clarify that the total period of parental leave is 13 weeks per child even in the cases of multiple births, as well as specifying that the employee is protected from termination of his/her employment upon applying or taking parental leave, for the period starting on the day of application until the end of the parental leave period. The Law was further amended by L.11(I)/2010, to improve its functions and encourage both parents, especially fathers to make use of it through extending the right of parental leave until the child reaches the age of 8, or in case of children with disabilities, the age of 18, the extension of the annual maximum period of parental leave for each parent, the right of the father to parental leave immediately after the birth/adoption of a child, the right of the father to transfer two weeks of the total duration of his parental leave to the mother.
ANNEX- Disability references in Treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to Cyprus
Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/CYP/CO/5, 42nd session, 2009 

23.  The Committee, recalling its previous concluding observations (E/C.12/1/Add.28 para. 16) expresses concern about the lack of adequate medical facilities for persons suffering from mental disabilities and illnesses who are often transferred to Homes for Aged or to institutions which are unable to meet their special requirements. (art.12)

The Committee urges the State party to adopt the necessary measures legislative or otherwise to address the lack of medical institutions for persons suffering from mental disabilities and illnesses as a matter of priority. The Committee also recommends that regular inspections be conducted in order to prevent mistreatment of mentally ill patients.

26.  The Committee recommends that the State party consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee CRC/C/15/ADD.205, 2003
51.
The Committee notes that the State party accords the utmost importance to education and is encouraged by the high enrolment rate, the increase in pre-primary education as well as international cooperation in this area.  However, the Committee is concerned about the broad scope of special schools for children with physical, mental or emotional needs, which, inter alia is not conducive to the integration of those children into mainstream schools.

52.
The Committee encourages the State party to strengthen its efforts to include children with special needs wherever possible in mainstream schools, in accordance with article 23 (3) of the Convention.  In this respect, the Committee draws the attention of the State party to the Standard Rules for the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities.
THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA
The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on 5 July 2011.

IDA suggestions for list of issues:
Article 1
· Please provide information on the Commission for the Protection against Discrimination which was elected in December 2010 (State report, para 7). Are women with disabilities represented in the Commission? Have complaints on discrimination on the basis of disability or multiple discrimination been submitted? 
Article 2, 3, 4, 5 

· What steps are being taken to implement an effective data collection system which is disaggregated by sex, age, disability and region, which can inform the development of policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for women and girls with disabilities in society? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/MKD/CO/2, 2010, paras 18 & 19, in Annex below)
· What steps are being taken to address the heightened risk for women with disabilities of becoming victims of violence and abuse, and to adopt measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women with disabilities living in institutions and the community?
Article 7

· What steps are being taken to repeal provisions in the Electoral Law which restrict or exclude persons with disabilities from the right to vote and to be elected on an equal basis with others
 in accordance with Article 29 of the CRPD, which comprises the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life of persons with disabilities including women with disabilities?
 
Article 10

· What measures are being taken to guarantee access to education for all children, including children with disabilities and children in institutions? Please provide statistics of the number of children with disabilities attending the following mainstream schools: primary school, middle school, high school and the rate of success and completion of schooling. (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/MKD/CO/2, 2010, paras 26, 27, 52, 53, 65, 66, and the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/MKD/CO/1, 2008, para 27, in Annex below)

Article 11

· What programmes are in place to ensure that women and girls with disabilities are able to choose for themselves their vocation and to receive the necessary educational support and training to that end?  
· What measures are being taken, including the provision of support services, to assist families, including both mothers with disabilities, and mothers or women in the family who are the lead caregivers in their care for children with disabilities?  In particular how are services and assistance rendered to permit women in families with children with disabilities, as well as mothers with disabilities, to continue their careers with an appropriate work/life balance?
Articles 12, 13 & 16

· What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, and to parents with disabilities? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.118, 2000, paras 25 & 26, in Annex below)
· What steps are being taken to adopt measures to ensure that the mental health policy requires all health care and services to be based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law?
Article 15
· Reform the law in accordance with Article 15, CEDAW and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of persons with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify a person from exercising her legal capacity (or as referred to in FYROM legislation “working capacity”) autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned.  
State report
Select references to women with disabilities:

Article 1 Discrimination

7. The Law on Prevention and Protection against Discrimination (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia”, No. 50 from 13.4.2010) which will enter into force on 01.01.2011,with article 3 prohibits every kind of direct and indirect discrimination, calling for and encouraging discrimination and supporting discriminatory behaviour on the basis of: sex, race, colour of skin, gender, affiliation to the marginalized group, ethnic affiliation, language, citizenship, social origin, religion or religious affiliation, education, political affiliation, personal or social status, psychological and physical disability, age, family or marital situation, economic status, health condition or any other basis provided for in the law or ratified international agreement. The protection and prohibition of the discrimination refers to all natural and legal entities. The Law provides for a Commission for the Protection against Discrimination in the capacity of legal entity. The Commission was elected in December 2010, as legal entity. It is composed of 7 members. Its members are appointed by the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia with terms of office of 5 years with the right of one re-election. A president with terms of office of one year is selected from the members. Fair and equitable representation should be achieved upon the selection of the members of the Commission. The Commission acts according to complaints submitted by natural and legal entities and gives recommendations and opinions for concrete cases. It cooperates with state authorities, Ombudsman, natural and legal entities.

Article 10 Education

158. The Framework for a Nine-Year Primary Education was introduced in the school year of 2007/2008. The Framework of Nine-Year Primary Education establishes the principles on which the primary education curricula are based. In addition to the democracy principle, the Framework also stipulates the non-discrimination principle which states that the “School shall take all required measures to ensure protection of the child (pupil) from all forms of discrimination during his/her stay at the school and the performance of all activities in the educational process. The school shall promote and enable the realisation of the rights of every student and the enjoyment of the fruits of the educational process without any discrimination based on race, colour of skin, sex, language, religious affiliation, national, ethnic or social background, economical status, disability or any other status of the child or his/her parent or legal guardian”.

179. The realisation of the mega Conditional Cash Transfer Project started at the beginning of November 2010, with the assistance of a World Bank credit to the amount of 25 million denars. All the beneficiaries of social support who have children enrolled in secondary school are eligible for the right to a monthly compensation. The potential beneficiary children need to have completed primary education, usually at 14 years of age and they cannot be older than 17 years of age on the date of enrolment, i.e. in case of a child with a disability to not be older than 25 years of age. The Programme is expected to span until 2014.
Article 11 Employment

188. Measures relating to special protection and assistance to a certain category of workers shall not be considered discrimination, nor should they constitute a basis of discrimination, as envisaged by the Labour Relations Law, Collective Agreements and the employment contracts for those relating to the protection of disabled people, older workers, pregnant women and women who use any maternity protection rights, as well as the provisions relating to the special rights of parents, adopting parents and guardians. 
192. During the reporting period, the Employment Agency carried out several types of activities towards the end of stimulating employment and increasing employability of unemployed persons, including: 

(b) Provision of funds from the Special Fund for Employment and Work of Disabled Persons – the special conditions and incentives for employment of disabled persons are regulated in the Law on Employment and Work of Disabled Persons, whereas the conditions on the manner of granting funds from the Special Fund are prescribed by the Rulebook on Criteria and Manner of Granting Funds from the Special Fund for Provision of Conditions for Employment and Work of Disabled Persons. Pursuant to these acts, the funds from the Special Funds shall be granted according to the following grounds: 

(i) Employment of a disabled person for an indefinite period;

(ii) Adaptation of place of work;

(iii) Procurement and equipment; and

(iv) Work training of disabled persons with a view to employing them;

(c) Professional orientation;

(d) Job clubs – Several activities are implemented within the auspices of the job clubs, including:

(i) Open Office;

(ii) Workshops, lectures, interviews;

(iii) Computer literacy training and foreign language classes;

(iv) Individual employment plans, etc.

ANNEX- Disability references in Treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/MKD/CO/2, 2010
The Committee’s previous recommendations
7. The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address those recommendations from the concluding observations of the initial report that have not yet been implemented, including those related to the review of national legislation for compliance with the Convention, birth registration, resources available to the social work centres and the integration of children with disabilities into educational and recreational programmes, and to provide adequate follow-up to the recommendations contained in the present concluding observations.
Data collection

18. While noting ongoing development of a child protection data system, the Committee regrets that there is no systematic approach to data collection for monitoring the situation of children in the State party and no centralized database on children, in general, and on children in vulnerable situations, in particular. 

19. The Committee encourages the State party to continue and strengthen its data collection system with the support of its partners and use this data as a basis for assessing progress achieved in the realization of child rights and to help design policies to implement the Convention. Data should cover all children up to the age of 18 years and be disaggregated by sex, age, urban and rural area with specific emphasis on children in vulnerable situations, including child victims of abuse, neglect or ill-treatment, children with disabilities, refugee and asylum-seeking children, children in conflict with the law, working children, and children in street situations.
2. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Convention)

Non-discrimination

26. While the Committee welcomes the adoption of the Law on Prevention and Protection from Discrimination and provisions for the setting up of an anti-discrimination body, the Committee is concerned that the new law does not explicitly cover certain grounds for discrimination and that it provides a long list of “exceptions” from what constitutes discrimination, which may jeopardize the best interests of the child. The Committee is concerned about de facto discrimination of children belonging to the minorities, especially Roma, children in institutions, children in street situations, children with disabilities and children in conflict with the law. 

5. Basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (para. 3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (paras. 1–3) of the Convention)

Children with disabilities 

52. The Committee notes the efforts of the State party at developing day-care centres for children with disabilities but is concerned at the persisting inadequacy of educational, social and health services for children with disabilities and their families in their own living environment. In particular, the Committee notes that there remain many obstacles to ensuring equal access to education for children with disabilities.

53. The Committee recommends that the State party, in accordance with article 23 of the Convention and taking into account its general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9), continue to strengthen measures to protect and promote the rights of children with disabilities, inter alia, by:

(a) Developing a comprehensive policy for the protection of children with disabilities and for their equal access to social, educational and other services; 

(b) Undertaking greater efforts to make available the necessary resources, especially at the local level, and to promote and expand community-based and family-focused programmes, including parent support groups;

(c) Pursuing efforts to ensure that children with disabilities, including moderate and severe developmental disabilities, are able to exercise their right to education to the maximum extent possible;

(d) Creating the conditions for participation of children with disabilities in the elaboration, execution and evaluation of programmes directed to them;

(e) Providing training for professional staff working with children with disabilities such as teachers, social and health-care workers.
Education, including vocational training and guidance
65. The Committee notes that the right to education of all nationals and resident stateless children is guaranteed by law, that efforts have been made to improve the quality of education, and that the State party plans to introduce conditional cash transfers with a view to encouraging enrolment and attendance in secondary schools. The Committee is, nevertheless, concerned that:

(a) There exist barriers to accessing education for children lacking birth registration and identity documents, children with disabilities and children in street situations;
66. The Committee recommends that the State party:
(a) Undertake immediate measures to ensure that children are not denied access to education on any grounds;
Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/MKD/CO/1, 2008

D.  Principal subjects of concern
15. The Committee is deeply concerned at the exceptionally high unemployment rate in the State party, in particular among women, Roma and other minorities and persons with disabilities, and about the large number of persons working in the informal sector.
27. The Committee is deeply concerned at the high dropout rate in primary and secondary education, especially at the stage of transition from primary to secondary school, low school enrolment and attendance in rural areas and among Roma children, Roma and Ashkali refugee children, girls from certain Albanian communities, and children with disabilities, as well as about the high illiteracy rate in the State party.
35. The Committee urges the State party to increase its efforts to combat unemployment through specifically targeted measures, including programmes aimed at reducing unemployment among women and disadvantaged and marginalized groups, and to gradually regularize the situation of persons working in the informal sector. It requests the State party to include, in its next periodic report, updated statistical data on unemployment, disaggregated by gender, age, ethnic group, disability or other status and urban/rural population, as well as on the concrete measures taken to create employment, and their effectiveness, including measures taken under the National Action Plans on Employment, Gender Equality and Roma Employment and under the Law on Employment of Disabled Persons.
38. The Committee urges the State party to strengthen its efforts and use all available resources to increase, to the extent possible, the amount of unemployment benefits, minimum pensions, including disability pensions, and social assistance benefits, with a view to ensuring an adequate standard of living for recipients of such pensions and benefits. It also recommends that the State party consider repealing its existing legislation regarding excessive grounds for excluding unemployed persons from receiving unemployment benefits.
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.118, 2000

25. The Committee expresses its concern that in decisions with regard to the family environment and the alternative care of children the principles of the Convention are not always fully respected.
26.  The Committee recommends that the State party further develop legislation supporting foster care, and that the State party strengthen community services in favour of families with economic, social or other difficulties and families caring for children with disabilities and with emotional or behavioural problems, in a manner which assures greater respect for the principles of the Convention.
Children with disabilities: article 23

33. While aware of the State party’s efforts to integrate children with disabilities into formal education and into regular recreation programmes, the Committee remains concerned that children with disabilities remain excluded from many such activities. With regard to children with disabilities requiring additional facilities, the Committee is concerned by the quality of educational, health and other facilities available, inter alia, facilities providing access to schools.

34. In the light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its Day of General Discussion on the Rights of Children with Disabilities (CRC/C/69), the Committee recommends that the State party make further efforts to integrate children with disabilities into educational and recreational programmes currently used by children without disabilities.  With particular reference to article 23 of the Convention, the Committee further recommends that the State party continue with its programmes to improve the physical access of children with disabilities to public service buildings, including schools, review the facilities and assistance available to children with disabilities and in need of special services, and improve these services in accordance with the provisions and spirit of the Convention.

35. With reference to article 23, paragraph 3, of the Convention, the Committee further encourages the State party to strengthen its efforts to benefit from international cooperation, including from UNICEF, in favour of children with disabilities, with a view to improving State policy and action.

PAKISTAN
Pakistan ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on 5 July 2011.

IDA suggestions for list of issues:
Article 2, 3, 4, 5 

· Please provide more information on the 2011 Population Census that included a gender-specific question on disabilities (in State report para 305). What other steps are being taken to implement an effective data collection system which is disaggregated by sex, age, disability and region, which can inform the development of policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for women and girls with disabilities in society? 
· Please provide information on the several research studies on the social implications of disabilities the Ministry claims it has conducted (in State report para 303). What steps are being taken to ensure the presence of the rights of women with disabilities in national policies, including concerning health care, education, employment and social protection?
· Please provide more information on the Prevention of Domestic Violence Bill 2008 (in State report para xvii). Has it been passed as legislation and has it prevented women with disabilities from violence in the context of personal relationships? What other steps are being taken to address the heightened risk for women with disabilities of becoming victims of violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices, and to adopt measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women with disabilities living in institutions and the community?
Article 7

· What steps are being taken to repeal provisions in the Constitution (1973, last amended 2010) and legislation which restrict or exclude women with disabilities from the right to vote and to be elected on an equal basis with others
 in accordance with Article 29 of the CRPD, which comprises the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life of persons with disabilities including women with disabilities?
  
Article 10

· Please provide more information on National Plan of Action in 2006 (in State report para 299). What measures are being taken to guarantee the implementation of inclusive education in law and practice?  Please provide statistics of the number of girls with disabilities attending the following mainstream schools: primary school, middle school, high school and the rate of success and completion of schooling. What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into all core teacher training curricula and in service training to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education at the start of a teacher’s careers and continuously, in order to create a culture of inclusive learning at school? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.217, 2003, paras 50 & 51, and CRC/C/PAK/CO/3-4, 2009, paras 58 & 59, in Annex below)

· Please provide more information on the number of significant issues concerning young women and men with physical and intellectual disabilities the Punjab Department of Special Education claims it has addressed (in State report para 304). How are women with disabilities included in the social mainstream?
Article 11

· What measures are being taken, including the provision of support services, to assist families, including both mothers with disabilities, and mothers or women in the family who are the lead caregivers in their care for children with disabilities?  In particular how are services and assistance rendered to permit women in families with children with disabilities, as well as mothers with disabilities, to continue their careers with an appropriate work/life balance?
Articles 12, 13 & 16

· Please provide more information on the Gender Justice and Protection project, especially its research on forced hospitalisation of women in mental hospitals (in State report para 139). What steps are being taken to adopt measures to ensure that the mental health policy requires all health care and services to be based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law?
· What steps are being taken to strengthen efforts to ensure day-care services for children with disabilities in order to prevent their institutionalisation (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/PAK/CO/3-4, 2009, para 59(c) )? What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, and to parents with disabilities?
· What services are in place to reach out and educate women and girls with disabilities about sexual and reproductive health, including STIs?
State report
Select references to women with disabilities:

Law Review Commissions

Gender Justice and Protection Project (2007–11)

139. The Government of Pakistan has initiated the Gender Justice and Protection project13 which is intended to “contribute to sustainable reduction in violence against women in accordance with the Government’s policy commitments.” The GJP is presently funding 12 projects that focus on: awareness raising and legal aid on inheritance; anti-trafficking measures through government agencies and CSOs; supporting the White Ribbon Campaign; research on forced hospitalization of women in mental hospitals and the establishment of Anti-Karo-Kari Cells by the Sindh Police. The project’s implementing partners include District Governments and Federal Ministries.
Paragraphs 42 and 43: Disadvantaged rural women and women with disabilities
Women with disabilities

299. Pakistan has made great strides in dealing with the problems faced by children and young adults who have some form of functional disability, whether intellectual or physical.
There are separate schools, Vocational Institutes and medical centers which address the specific needs of children and adults with disabilities.

300. The Ministry of Social Welfare and Special Education is responsible for the care and treatment of children and adults with disabilities. This Ministry develops and implements specific plans for PWDs. In the Provinces, the Departments of Women Development, Social Welfare and Special Education are responsible.
301. The Directorate General of Special Education created a National Policy for Persons with Disabilities in 2002; this was followed by a National Plan of Action in 2006. The National Plan of Action is intended to bring people with disabilities into the social mainstream.
303. In terms of proactive measures for women with disabilities, the Ministry has worked to ensure that women with disabilities find employment suitable to their abilities. Women and men with physical disabilities are eligible to apply for registration with the National Council for the Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons, which functions under the auspices of the Ministry. Once registered, people become eligible to apply for jobs reserved against a 2% quota in Government positions. They may also apply for non-reserved positions. Within the Ministry, close to 80 women with disabilities have been inducted into permanent employment during the last two years (i.e. since 2007). The Ministry has conducted several research studies on the social implications of disabilities.
304. The Punjab Department of Special Education36 has addressed a number of significant issues concerning young women and men with physical and intellectual disabilities. Every effort is made to ensure that they are included in the social mainstream, including being educated, in the light of Article 10 of CEDAW, and are able to find employment suited to their abilities. 

In 1998 the Government estimated that 2.49 percent of the population suffered some form of disability. The WHO estimates that approximately 10–20% of the population in countries with similar socio-economic conditions are afflicted with disabilities. There is at present no way of substantiating this figure in Pakistan. However, the upcoming Census will include questions on disabilities for the first time.
305. Large scale awareness campaigns focused on the rights of Persons with Disabilities, including their right to decent employment, have been conducted. The 2011 Population Census will include a gender-specific question on disabilities: this will help to ensure accurate, nation-wide data and will contribute to effective policy formulation.

306. The Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal initiated a special project for families with two or more disabled persons on 14th August 2008. The families receive the equipment they require and a grant of up to RS 25,000 per annum. There is no distinction or restriction on who may receive the grant. 

307. Several NGOs are also working on small scale projects focused on ensuring the integration of women with disabilities into the social and economic mainstream. The NADRA has launched a program for issuing separate National Identity Cards for disabled persons.

Constraints and challenges

309. Awareness of the problems of adults has not kept pace with that of the problems of children. The situation of adult women with disabilities has not yet been integrated into long-term planning. The unfortunate fact that the earthquake of 2005 left a great many women and men physically disabled have, however, led to a broadening of public awareness of this problem.

Bills introduced by private members

(xi) Special Citizens Bill 2008: To provide access to disabled citizens at every public place and allocation of seats in public transport and provision of facilities of wheelchairs on footpaths.

(xvii) Prevention of Domestic Violence Bill 2008: To prevent vulnerable people, especially women, children, domestic workers, elders and disabled persons, from violence in the context of personal relationships.
442. The PBM Institutional Rehabilitation Program provides grants for NGOs which focus on the extremely poor and vulnerable, including people with disabilities. This support is provided to institutions which focus on health, education or vocational training, as well as large orphanages.
ANNEX- Disability references in Treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to Pakistan
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/PAK/CO/3-4, 2009
19.
In view of article 4 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party effectively increase budgetary allocations for children, particularly for groups of children who require social affirmative actions, inter alia, refugee and internally displaced children, and children with disabilities, in order to alleviate disparities and ensure equal enjoyment of all rights enshrined in the Convention throughout the country. The Committee encourages the State party to start budget-tracking from a child-rights perspective, with a view to monitoring budget allocations for children, and seek technical assistance for this purpose from, inter alia, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). Furthermore, the Committee urges the State party to strengthen the skills of local governments in the planning and management of budgets that address the needs of children and families.
Non-discrimination 
30.
The Committee is concerned at the persistence of discriminatory societal attitudes and discrimination against children belonging to a religious or other minority group, children with disabilities, children living in poverty and children living in rural and remote areas. 

31.
The Committee recommends that the State party take all appropriate measures, such as comprehensive public education programmes, to combat and prevent discrimination and negative societal attitudes and mobilize political, religious and community leaders to support efforts to eradicate traditional practices and attitudes which discriminate against children belonging to religious or other minority groups, children with disabilities, and children living in poverty and in rural and remote areas. 

32.
The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance and the 2009 Durban Review Conference, taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education (article 29 (1) of the Convention).
Children with disabilities

58.
The Committee notes that the traditional charity-based welfare approach to addressing the needs of children with disabilities prevails. It acknowledges that the Pakistani National Plan of Action for Children 2006 covers children with disabilities and welcomes the pilot project for integrated education of children with disabilities involving 14 schools in the country, although its scope is still limited. The Committee is concerned about the very limited basic services supporting children with disabilities and at their limited access to education, health, social services, social events and cultural activities. The Committee is further concerned at the lack of adequate infrastructure for them and at the low level of support received by these children and their families.

59.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Ensure the full implementation of the national policy for persons with disabilities through the National Plan of Action;

(b)
Improve the physical access of children with disabilities to public service buildings, including schools and recreational infrastructures; 

(c)
Strengthen efforts to ensure an inclusive education and to increase the school attendance of children with special needs and focus on day-care services for these children in order to prevent their institutionalization; 

(d)
Ensure that all children with disabilities receive appropriate interventions and services; 

(e)
Ensure the right of children with disabilities to be heard and involve them in the preparation, implementation and evaluation of programmes concerning them; 

(f)
Consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol; 

(g)
Seek technical assistance from relevant international organizations and agencies; and

(h)
Take into account article 23 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9), as well as the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96).
Internally displaced children
84.
While welcoming the rapid return of internally displaced families to areas of origin, the Committee is deeply concerned at the very high number of internally displaced persons in Pakistan in recent years, culminating at approximately 2 million in June 2009, due to military operations and to floods and earthquakes. The Committee notes with concern that internally displaced children in the State party are facing serious socio-economic deprivation, especially limited access to shelter, sanitation, health care and education. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned about the vulnerability of displaced children to malnutrition, diseases and harsh weather threatening their health and survival. It also noted with concern reports of displaced people complaining about non-State actors’ atrocities and civilian casualties in the course of military operations.

85.
The Committee recommends that the State party, with the assistance of the United Nations and NGOs:

(a)
Pursue efforts to address the immediate humanitarian needs and protect the human rights of the internally displaced persons in Pakistan;

(b)
Take all necessary precautions and adapt its military tactics to limit civilian casualties in military operations; 

(c)
Ensure that displaced children are provided with shelter, nutrition, sanitation, health care and education, as well as with physical and psychological recovery, and pay special attention to particularly vulnerable groups, especially unaccompanied and separated children, children with disabilities, and children suffering from malnutrition and diseases.
Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, CEDAW/C/PAK/CO/3, 2007
42.      The Committee is especially concerned about the situation of women in rural areas, who often lack access to health care, education, clean water and sanitation services and to the means and opportunities for economic survival, including access to land. The Committee regrets the lack of information on women with disabilities and measures taken to address their situation.
43.      The Committee urges the State party to pay special attention to the needs of rural women, ensuring that they are empowered in participating in decision-making processes and have access to health care, education, clean water and sanitation services and the means and opportunities for economic survival, including access to land. The Committee further requests the State party to provide, in its next report, detailed information on the situation of women with disabilities and of measures taken to address their situation.
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.217, 2003

Non-discrimination

29.
While acknowledging the actions taken to address discrimination against girls in education, the Committee is concerned at the persistence of discriminatory social attitudes and discrimination against minority children and against girls, early and forced marriages, low school enrolment and high dropout rates, honour killings, mutilation and violence.  Furthermore, the Committee is concerned at the disparities in the enjoyment of rights and the social discrimination experienced by children belonging to the most vulnerable groups, including children with disabilities, children belonging to a religious or other minority group and children living in rural areas.  

30.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Make greater efforts to ensure that, in accordance with article 2, all children within its jurisdiction enjoy all the rights set out in the Convention without discrimination, particularly girl children, children belonging to a religious or other minority group, children with disabilities and other vulnerable groups of children; and

(b)
Target social services at children belonging to the most vulnerable groups.

31.
The Committee requests that specific information be included in the next periodic report on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance and taking account of general comment No. 1 on article 29, paragraph 1, of the Convention (aims of education).
Children with disabilities

50.
While being aware of the 49 special education centres and disabled-friendly cities initiatives, the Committee remains concerned at the limited integration of children with disabilities in schools, social events and cultural activities and at the low level of support received by these children and their families.

51.
In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96, annex) and of the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339), the Committee recommends that the State party continue and strengthen its efforts to integrate children with disabilities into education and recreational programmes currently used by children without disabilities, notably through the improvement of the physical access of children with disabilities to public service buildings, including schools.
GREECE
Greece ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on 31 May 2012.
IDA suggestions for list of issues:
Article 2, 3, 4, 5 

· What steps are being taken to implement an effective data collection system which is disaggregated by sex, age, disability and region, which can inform the development of policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for women and girls with disabilities in society? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/GRC/CO/2-3, 2012, paras 19 & 20, in Annex below)
· Please provide more information on the Law 3500/2006 (in State report para 39). How many actions of domestic violence against women with disabilities were prosecuted 2010–2011 and what were their consequences? What other steps are being taken to aaddress the heightened risk for women with disabilities of becoming victims of violence and abuse, and to adopt measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women with disabilities living in institutions and the community? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/GRC/CO/2-3,  2012, paras 46-48, in Annex below)
· What steps are being taken to ensure that children with disabilities, in particular those children living in institutions, are protected from all forms of neglect, abuse or inhuman or degrading treatments? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/GRC/CO/2-3, 2012, paras 49, 50, in Annex below)
Article 7

· What steps are being taken to repeal provisions in the Constitution (1975, last amended 2008) which restrict or exclude women with disabilities from the right to vote on an equal basis with others
 in accordance with Article 29 of the CRPD, which comprises the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life of persons with disabilities including women with disabilities?
  
Article 10

· What measures are being taken to guarantee the implementation of inclusive education in the law and practice?  Please provide statistics of the number of children with disabilities attending the following mainstream schools: primary school, middle school, high school and the rate of success and completion of schooling. What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into all core teacher training curricula and in service training to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education at the start of a teacher’s careers and continuously, in order to create a culture of inclusive learning at school?  (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/GRC/CO/2-3, 2012, paras 49, 50, in Annex below)
Article 11

· What programmes are in place to ensure that women and girls with disabilities are able to choose for themselves their vocation and to receive the necessary educational support and training to that end?  
· The Law 3304/2005 on implementation of the equal treatment principle forbids discrimination based on physical disability (in State report para 219). What measures are being taken to prevent discrimination against women with other forms of disabilities?     
· Please provide more information on projects “Holistic interventions for women” (in State report paragraph 63 & 196), “Improvement of Conditions of Access to the Labour Market for Vulnerable Groups” (in State report paragraph 207), “CRESCENT” and “Development of entrepreneurship activity by vulnerable social groups, using Olympic and sports facilities” (in State report paragraph 218) and “KRIKOS” (in State report paragraph 284). How many women with disabilities gained employment after these projects?
Articles 12, 13 & 16

· What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that children with disabilities can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, and to parents with disabilities? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/GRC/CO/2-3, 2012, paras 49, 50, in Annex below)
· What steps are being taken to adopt measures to ensure that the mental health policy requires all health care and services to be based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law?
Article 15
· Reform the law in accordance with Article 15, CEDAW and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of women with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify a women from exercising her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned.  
State report
Select references to women with disabilities:

39. The Law 3500/2006 defines six additional behaviours in the domestic sphere as penal, which had not been regarded to date as culpable offences. In particular: 
(c) actions of domestic violence against a family member who cannot defend himself/herself (elderly, handicapped people, patients, etc) shall be also severely punished;
Women facing multiple discrimination

63. The GSGE designed the Project: “Holistic interventions for women” within the framework of the OP “Employment and Vocational Training 2000–2006”. The C’ CSF supported unemployed women to find a job, thus facilitated the reconciliation of vocational and family life. Within the framework of this programme, several women benefited, including women of Muslim religion, with cultural “particularities”, heads of single-parent families, and disabled women.

Public administration actions

196. Within the framework of the Project “Funding for the Provision of Holistic Interventions for Women” by the OP “Employment and Vocational Training”, designed by the GSGE, 8,773 unemployed women benefited. Priority was given to women who belong to vulnerable social groups, such as refugees, immigrants, domestic violence or trafficking victims and heads of single-parent families. The Program had been implemented in all Administrative Regions of the country 13 by seventeen 17 Action Plans coordinated by the GSGE (in the form of corporate partnerships with approximately 240 agencies). More specifically, the following participated: (a) women Muslims within the framework of the Action Plan in the region of Eastern Macedonia-Thrace; (b) women refugees, immigrants and Roma within the framework of two Action Plans in the region of Attica. More specifically, the following vulnerable groups of people benefited: (a) 116 immigrants; (b) 113 refugees; (c) 56 violence victims; (d) 1 trafficking victim; (e) 98 Muslims women/women with “cultural particularities”; (f) 684 single heads of family; and (g) 49 disabled women. The MEO also participated in the Program by supporting more than 5,000 women to gain employment. The Project was selected and presented as a good practice example in the European Conference and the Unofficial Meeting of Ministers on Gender Equality in Lisbon on 04/10/2007. Positive reference was made to the regional dimension of the Project, which was carried out by agencies of the local societies active in counselling and employment issues, the ERC, the MEO, other local government agencies, as well as NGOs.

207. From January 2007 to September 2008, the RSGE designed the SSS Provision Action Plans “Improvement of Conditions of Access to the Labour Market for Vulnerable Groups”. The Program aimed at the empowerment of women, their preparation for the labour market, their support in taking business initiatives and their promotion in employment posts. The services provided by the RSGE included: (a) employment counselling; (b) learning of techniques for finding a job; (c) specialized professional orientation; (d) entrepreneurship support; (e) information; (f) psychosocial support; (g) approach, information, awareness and activation of interested parties for their participation in programmes for pre-training, training and promotion to the labour market; (h) information on employment, institutional and legal issues; and (i) promotion, information and networking actions. The actions were designed in eight Regions of Greece (Attica, Central Macedonia, Thessaly, Epirus, Central Greece, Eastern Macedonia-Thrace, Peloponnesus and Crete). In total, 2,820 women benefited, coming from the following vulnerable population groups: handicapped persons, immigrants, special cultural groups, repatriates, special groups threatened by social exclusion, long-term unemployed women above 45 years of age, other groups of persons threatened by exclusion from the labour market, other categories of unemployed women in areas or sectors of high unemployment rates.

218. Within the framework of the CI EQUAL (B’ Circle), the following Projects were designed to promote gender equality in the field of employment, entrepreneurship and adaptability: 
- Project “Development of entrepreneurship activity by vulnerable social groups, using Olympic and sports facilities”, by DP “Post-Olympic Business Partnership”. Target-group: unemployed young men and women and disabled persons. Its primary goal was the promotion of target-groups’ business activity via use of sports and Olympic facilities.  

- Project “CRESCENT” by DP “Kaleidoscope”. Target-group: unemployed men and women, young people, women, disabled people. With reference to tourism in the Peloponnese, it was noted that, mostly during the last decade, tourism has reached “massive dimensions”. However, it has decreased, with negative consequences for the economic growth and employment in the Region. The basic goal was to reverse this trend, trying to deal with employment especially for target groups and the local social and economic development in general, with proper configuration, organization, management and promotion of the cultural/environmental richness of the Region.
219. As far as awareness and information on combating discrimination is concerned, the Hellenic Ministry of Employment and Social Protection carried out a series of gender mainstreamed actions. More specifically, within the framework of the Combating Discrimination Community Action Program, in 2007 an information event took place for Social Labour Inspectors in Thessalonica in relation to the new legislative implementation framework for the principle of equal treatment. More specifically, the seminar was related to the implementation of Law 3304/2005 on “Implementation of the equal treatment principle regardless racial or national origin, religion or other beliefs, physical disability, age or sexual orientation” and Law 3488/2006 on “Implementation of the principle of equal treatment between men and women in relation to access in employment, professional education and development, working terms and conditions and other relative provisions”. –

260. As far as support and assistance to attendants of mentally ill persons are concerned, 48 Day Centres have been established in 18 prefectures of the country, as the vast majority of mentally ill persons are mothers. Patients’ attendants — almost exclusively women — have to spend a great deal of time assisting ill members of the family, which prohibits them from searching for a job or any kind of employment. The Day Centres are units that cater to persons in need to participate in special programmes in order to improve their daily living and sociality skills, so as to socially integrate. Such structures, which provide psycho-social support to mentally ill persons on daily basis, provide their attendants the option to develop their vocational status. The majority of Day Centres cater to persons that face serious mental disorders, but also to persons that suffer from autism, Alzheimer’s. They cater also to persons that belong to several “marginal” population subgroups (immigrants, refugees, Roma, etc). In addition, the 12 Social Cooperatives of Limited Liability offer the same services, by employing 220 persons with mental disorders.

Ministry of Employment

284. Within the framework of CI EQUAL the following Projects were implemented: 

- Incubator for the development of social economy” carried out by DP “Cretan Social and Economic Partnership – KRIKOS”. The target group was: (a) existing social businesses (mainly women’s cooperatives); and (b) unemployed women, unemployed men over 45, persons with disabilities. The main objectives were: (a) the engagement of all local forces with the aim of supporting Social Economy; (b) the establishment of and support to new social businesses with innovative business activities done by the target group; (c) the strengthening and further development of existing and new social businesses through their networking and the formation of clusters; and (d) continuous follow-up and support given to the sector of social economy on the island of Crete through the operation of a “Centre for the Support of Social Economy in Crete”.
ANNEX- Disability references in Treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to Greece

Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/GRC/CO/2-3, 2012
II. Follow-up measures undertaken and progress achieved by the State party 

3. The Committee notes with appreciation the adoption of the following legislative measures: 

 (c) Law 3699/2008 on special education of persons with disabilities or special educational needs;

4. The Committee also notes with appreciation the ratification or accession to:

 (c) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (in 2012);

IV. Main areas of concern and recommendations 

A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6 of the Convention)

Allocation of resources

17. While noting the serious financial and economic crisis currently being faced by the State party, the Committee expresses its deep concern at the negative effects that it is having on public spending affecting services provided to children and on subsistence costs incurred by families on basic needs such as food, fuel and housing, including increasing demands on payments for public services such as health. In addition, the Committee reiterates its concern that the national budget and the budget process do not allow for a clear understanding and identification of financial resources allocated for the implementation of the rights of children at national and local levels due, among others, to limitations of clear objectives, targets and data, that would allow for adequate monitoring of spending and evaluation of results. The Committee is also concerned at the persistence of corruption in public institutions, the judiciary and other sectors.

18. The Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Increase and prioritize budgetary allocations to ensure the implementation of the rights of the child at all levels, especially aiming at protecting the services provided for children from cuts in the current financial situation and ensuring that they are further sustained and developed bearing in mind the need for services to be equitable and of quality;

(b) Pay particular attention to investments on the protection of the rights of children in situations of vulnerability including children with disabilities, Roma children, children belonging to the Muslim community, unaccompanied, migrant and asylum-seeking children by, inter alia, defining strategic budgetary lines that are protected even in situations of economic crisis, natural disasters and emergencies;

(c) Establish a budget process with clear allocations to children in the relevant sectors and agencies, as well as specific indicators and a tracking system;

(d) Establish mechanisms to monitor and evaluate the efficacy, adequacy and equitability of the distribution of resources allocated to the implementation of the Convention;

(e) Do the above in light of the Committee’s recommendations during its Day of General Discussion in 2007 on “Resources for the Rights of the Child – Responsibility of States” and with emphasis on articles 2, 3, 4 and 6 of the Convention; and

(f) Increase anti-corruption efforts to ensure transparent fiscal management.

Data collection

19. The Committee is concerned at the lack of a national database with comprehensive and disaggregated data on children. In particular, the Committee is concerned at the lack of statistics on children at risk of domestic violence and/or other forms of abuse and ill-treatment, children victims of sexual exploitation and abuse, and other children in need of special protection including children with disabilities, unaccompanied children, and refugee and asylum-seeking children.

20. Recalling its general comment No. 5 (2003) on the general measures of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and reiterating its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.170, 2002, para. 24), the Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its mechanisms for data collection by establishing a national central database on children, and developing indicators consistent with the Convention, in order to ensure that data is collected on all areas covered by the Convention, particularly on violence, trafficking, and sexual exploitation of children, disaggregated, inter alia, by age, sex, ethnic and socioeconomic background, and by groups of children in need of special protection.

B. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Convention)

Non-discrimination

26. While noting some measures taken to address the discrimination against Roma children, such as the adoption of the New National Roma Integration Strategy in 2010 which focuses on education, health, employment and housing, the Committee expresses concern at the persistent discrimination against Roma children, children of Turkish origin, children belonging to the Muslim community of Thrace, and children from groups identifying themselves as belonging to the Macedonian minority, particularly in their access to education and essential services. It is also concerned at the existence of discrimination towards children with disabilities, children in street situations and children of undocumented migrant parents. The Committee is further concerned at the local disparities in different regions of the State party.

27. In light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee urges the State party to ensure that all children in the State party enjoy equal rights without discrimination on any ground, and to this end:

(a) Review domestic laws and expeditiously take all measures necessary to ensure that all children in the State party’s territory be treated equally and as individuals;

(b) Ensure that children of Roma origin, children belonging to the Muslim community of Thrace, children of Turkish origin, children from groups identifying themselves as belonging to Macedonian minority, as well as children with disabilities, children with disabilities and children of undocumented migrant parents, have equal access to health and social services and to quality education and that relevant services used by these children are allocated sufficient financial and human resources; and

(c) Enhance monitoring of programmes and services implemented by local authorities with a view to identifying and eliminating disparities.

Respect of the views of the child

30. While noting the establishment of the Youth Parliament by the State party’s Parliament and the Ministry of Education, in cooperation with the Ministry of Education of Cyprus, the Committee is concerned at the lack of information with regards to the representation of children from ethnic, religious, linguistic or cultural groups in the Youth Parliament. The Committee is further concerned that in spite of existing provisions of the State party’s legislation on the respect of the views of the child (article 1511 of the Civil Code and article 681 C, paragraph 2 of the Code of Civil Procedure), these provisions are rarely used by the courts, mainly because of lack of awareness, which means that children’s views are not taken into account. The Committee is also concerned at the lack of information on the measures taken to ensure the right to be heard of Roma children and children of Turkish origin, and of children with disabilities.

31. The Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.170, paragraph 39), and recommends that the State party:

(a) Ensure that the Youth Parliament is representative of all sectors of the State party’s child population, and that the right to be heard is guaranteed for all children, including children from distinct ethnic, religious, linguistic or cultural groups;

(b) Strengthen its efforts, including in respect of legislation, to ensure that children’s views are heard and taken into consideration in all judicial, administrative and other decisions affecting them and in accordance with the child’s age and maturity; and

(c) Ensure that professionals in the juridical, welfare and other sectors dealing with children systematically receive appropriate training on hearing and taking into account children views in all decisions affecting them and in accordance with the child’s age and maturity.

Violence against children including abuse and neglect

46. The Committee welcomes the first National Strategic Plan for Children and Adolescents 2006-2009, which refers to objectives and measures to fight violence against children and the establishment in 2011 of a network against violence in schools, to which the Ministry of Education is a founding member, for the prevention and treatment of violence and bullying in schools. While noting the adoption of Law 3500/2006 “regarding domestic violence and other provisions” which protects women, children, elderly persons, persons with disabilities as well as of several legislative measures to protect children against abuse and neglect, the Committee is concerned at the general lack of information on all these phenomena, reliable statistical data collected by the State party to evaluate and monitor the implementation of the legislation, information on sanctions imposed on the perpetrators, as well as at the lack of information with regards to the complaint mechanism for child victims. It is also concerned at the inadequacy of the staff and services dealing with child victims of abuse and neglect.
47. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Strengthen mechanisms for monitoring the number of cases and the extent of violence, sexual abuse, neglect, maltreatment or exploitation, including within the family, in schools and in institutional and other care;

(b) Ensure that professionals working with and for children (including teachers, social workers, medical professionals, members of the police and the judiciary) receive training on their obligation to report and take appropriate action in suspected cases of abuse, domestic violence and neglect affecting children;

(c) Strengthen support for victims of violence, abuse, neglect and maltreatment in order to ensure that they are not victimized once again during legal proceedings; and

(d) Provide access to adequate services for recovery, counselling and other forms of integration in all parts of the country.

48. The Committee draws the State party’s attention to general comment No. 13 and recommends that the State party:

(a) Prioritize the elimination of all forms of violence against children, including by ensuring the implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations study on violence against children (A/61/299), taking into account the outcome and recommendations of the Regional Consultations for Europe and Central Asia (held in Ljubljana, Slovenia, 5-7 July 2005), and paying particular attention to gender;

(b) Provide information concerning the implementation by the State party of the recommendations of the above-mentioned study in its next periodic report, particularly those highlighted by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on violence against children, in particular:

(i) The development of a national comprehensive strategy to prevent and address all forms of violence and ill-treatment against children;

(ii) The introduction of an explicit national legal ban on all forms of violence against children in all settings;

(iii) The consolidation of a national system of data collection, analysis and dissemination, and a research agenda on violence and ill-treatment against children.

E. Disability, basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (para. 3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (paras. 1-3) of the Convention)

Children with disabilities

49. The Committee notes that the State party has adopted laws and established services and institutions with the aim of supporting children with disabilities, promoting their social participation, including joint learning in schools, and developing their independence. However, the Committee remains concerned that deep-rooted discrimination still exists and that measures for children with disabilities are not carefully monitored, as well as the unavailability of the statistical data on children with disabilities in the State party. It is deeply concerned at the widespread use of institutionalization, mainly because of lack of day care and community services for children with the most serious forms of disabilities. The Committee is further deeply concerned about the recently reported case of Children’s Care Centre in Lechaina of children with disabilities living under inhumane and unacceptable conditions including being systematically sedated and subject to practices such as being tied to their beds, and the use of cage beds due to shortage of staff.

50. The Committee recommends that the State party, in accordance with its General comment No.9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities:

(a) Revise and adopt specific legislation in order to fully protect all children with disabilities, and establish a monitoring system, which carefully records progress made and identifies shortcomings in implementation;

(b) Provide community-based services that focus on enhancing the quality of life of children with disabilities, meeting their basic needs and ensuring their inclusion and participation;

(c) Make every effort to provide programmes and services for children with disabilities with adequate human and financial resources and periodic monitoring of placement of children with disabilities and to adopt, as a matter of priority, measures to ensure that no children with disabilities are placed under such inhumane conditions. Furthermore, placement in residential institutions should be the last resort, depending on the needs of the child;

(d) Equip schools with the necessary facilities for the inclusive education of children with disabilities and ensure that they can choose their preferred school or move between regular schools and special needs schools according to their best interests;

(e) Provide assistance to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working for and with children with disabilities; and

(f) Ensure that residential centres for children and persons with disabilities are adequately staffed and that training is provided for professional staff working with children with disabilities, such as teachers, social workers, health, medical, therapeutic and care personnel.
ANGOLA
Angola has not signed or ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). 
IDA suggestions for list of issues

Article 2, 3, 4, 5 

· What steps are being taken to implement an effective data collection system which is disaggregated by sex, age, disability and region, which can inform the development of policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for women and girls with disabilities in society? (see CESCR Committee Concluding Observations, E/C.12/AGO/CO/3, 2009, para 8, and CRC Committee Concluding Observations CRC/C/15/ADD.246, 2004, para 15, 40 & 41, in Annex below)

· Please provide the Committee detailed information on what steps are being taken to ensure the presence of the rights of women with disabilities in national policies, including concerning health care, education, employment and social protection.
· What steps are being taken to address the heightened risk for girls and women with disabilities of becoming victims of domestic violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices? What measures are being adopted to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities?
· What steps are being taken to strengthen activities undertaken to combat discrimination, in particular with regard to children with disabilities, who are still exposed to ongoing discriminatory attitudes and behaviours? (see CRC Committee Concluding Observations, CRC/C/AGO/CO/2-4, 2010, para 29, and CRC/C/15/ADD.246, 2004, para 21 & 41, in Annex below)
· What steps are being taken to accede to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol?
Article 7

· What steps are being taken to repeal provisions in the Constitution (2010), Electoral Law (2004) and the Electoral Registration Law (2005) which restrict or exclude persons with disabilities from the right to vote on an equal basis with others
 in accordance with Article 29 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), which comprises the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life of persons with disabilities including women with disabilities?
 (see State report paras 46 & 47)

Article 10

· What measures are being taken to guarantee the implementation of inclusive education in the law and practice?  Please provide statistics of the number of children with disabilities attending the following mainstream schools: primary school, middle school, high school and the rate of success and completion of schooling. What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into all core teacher training curricula and in service training to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education at the start of a teacher’s careers and continuously, in order to create a culture of inclusive learning in a school?  (see CRC Committee Concluding Observations, CRC/C/AGO/CO/2-4, 2010, para 47 & 48, and CESCR Committee Concluding Observations, E/C.12/AGO/CO/3, 2009, para 38, in Annex below)
Article 11

· What steps are being taken to address the gender gap and unemployment rates of women with disabilities? (see State report para 104, also see CESCR Committee Concluding Observations, E/C.12/AGO/CO/3, 2009, para 19, in Annex below)
· What measures are being taken, including the provision of support services, to assist families, including both mothers with disabilities, and mothers or women in the family who are the lead caregivers in their care for children with disabilities?  In particular how are services and assistance rendered to permit women in families with children with disabilities, as well as mothers with disabilities, to continue their careers with an appropriate work/life balance?
Articles 12 & 16

· What steps are being taken to adopt a Plan of Action to guarantee human conditions of life and health care to women in psychiatric hospitals and in prisons according to the United Nations relevant standard minimum rules? (see CESCR Committee Concluding Observations, E/C.12/AGO/CO/3, 2009, para 35, in Annex below)
· What services are in place to reach out and educate women and girls with disabilities about sexual and reproductive health, including STIs?
Article 14
· What steps are being taken to combat poverty among women with disabilities and to ensure them adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and communications? (see CESCR Committee Concluding Observations, E/C.12/AGO/CO/3, 2009, paras 16 & 28, in Annex below) 

Article 15
· Reform the law in accordance with Article 15, CEDAW and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of women with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify a women from exercising her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned.  
State report
Select references to women with disabilities:

46. Active and passive participation in the electoral process is guaranteed to all Angolan citizens over 18 years of age, in full exercise of political rights and in perfect enjoyment of their mental faculties. There is absolutely no discrimination based on gender, religious beliefs or political choices. The political parties are responsible for ensuring active participation by the minimum number of women, in the sense of competing on the same conditions as men and therefore having the ability to attain the political positions resulting therefrom.

47. Restrictions on the right to vote apply to those aged under 18 on voting dates, to those declared insane by the health services and to criminals who have lost their civil and political rights, temporarily or permanently. These restrictions also apply to foreigners and immigrants, as this act covers Angolans exclusively.

60. Special Education, a form of education that was greatly expanded in 2004, includes more than 10,000 students from the eighteen provinces who are at various levels of schooling, including higher education.

104. Discrimination against women in terms of employment:

(a) Discrimination still exists, in terms of the right to work, against people who are seropositive and people who have disabilities;

(b) Some gaps still exist in terms of employment opportunities for women in the private sector;

(c) With regard to the right to freely choose one’s profession, job, promotion, etc., the procedures of the government’s General Inspectorate need to be strengthened, in order to better ensure compliance with the policies approved in this area;

(d) Social security exists for women who work in the formal sector, specifically in cases of reform, unemployment, illness, disability, old age or any other inability to work. There are laws and decrees that govern the prerequisites for exercising this right.
ANNEX - References to women and girls with disabilities by other treaty bodies with respect to Angola:
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/AGO/CO/2-4, 2010

Non-discrimination

28.
The Committee welcomes the fact that the new Constitution contains an article on non-discrimination that explicitly includes children with disabilities and recognizes the efforts of the State party to combat discrimination, but is concerned about ongoing discrimination against children with disabilities, children with HIV/AIDS and San children due to traditional attitudes in society. While noting the State party’s indication that the provisions of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action from the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance will be addressed under national legislation, the Committee nevertheless regrets that the State party has not adopted these instruments.

29.
The Committee urges the State party to continue and strengthen its activities undertaken to combat discrimination, in particular with regard to children with disabilities, children with HIV/AIDS and San Children, who are still exposed to ongoing discriminatory attitudes and behaviours.  It further recommends that the State party adopt as soon as possible the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance and to include information in its next periodic report on measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action as well as the outcome document adopted at the 2009 Durban Review Conference.

Children with disabilities

47.
The Committee notes that that the Constitution acknowledges the rights of children with physical and mental disabilities to live “full and decent lives” without discrimination based on their disability.  The Committee also notes that programs are carried out to care of persons with disabilities and to ensure their social inclusion.  However, the Committee remains concerned that there is still resistance to the full integration of persons with disabilities in society, that legislative and policy gaps in the protection of the rights of children with disabilities remain and that professional staff working with children with disabilities may not be adequately trained.  The Committee also notes with regret that the State party has not yet ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.

48.
The Committee recommends that the State party: 


(a)
Ensure full implementation of, and, if necessary create additional, legislation and policies for the protection of the rights of children with disabilities;


(b)
Continue and further strengthen its programmes and services for all children with disabilities in order to ensure that appropriate care, protection and inclusive education are provided to these children and that they can actively participate in the community. In this regard, the State party should make certain that such services receive adequate human and financial resources;


(c)
Provide adequate training for professional staff working with children with disabilities, such as teachers, social workers and medical, paramedical and related personnel,; 


(d)
Consider signing and ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol; and


(e)
Take into account the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s general comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006).



9.
Ratification of International Instruments  

76.
The Committee encourages the State party to consider ratifying:

 (d)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
Concluding Observations of the CESCR Committee, E/C.12/AGO/CO/3, 2009

8. The Committee recommends that when carrying out its next census in 2009, the State party adopt rights-based indicators and benchmarks to monitor the progressive realization of the rights recognized in the Covenant and that to this end establish a data collection, and provide in its second periodic report updated statistical data on the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights, disaggregated by gender, age, rural/urban population and by refugee/IDPs, HIV/AIDS and disability status.
16.
While taking note of the adoption of the programme “Vem comigo”, the Committee is concerned at the inadequacy of measures to ensure adequate standards of living for persons with disabilities, including the mentally ill. 

The Committee encourages the State party to continue its efforts towards the adoption of concrete measures to enable persons with disabilities to enjoy fully the rights guaranteed by the Covenant.
19.
The Committee regrets that, despite its macroeconomic growth in last years, the State party has not created sufficient jobs for men and women, in particular those living in slums, persons with disabilities and IDPs. The Committee regrets that supervision by the General Labour Inspectorate is inadequate.

The Committee recommends that the benefits of the State party’s macroeconomic growth be used to promote policies to create jobs specially for the most marginalized and disadvantaged individuals. It also recommends that the State party intensify its efforts, in both urban and rural areas to: (a) achieve higher level of employment, e.g. through vocational training and infrastructural measures; (b) ensure that labour inspectors act independently and effectively to combat violations of basic labour rights; and (c) establish a data collection system to monitor unemployment and informal sector employment.
28.
The Committee notes with concern that, despite the unprecedented economic growth, a high percentage of the population of the State party lives in poverty and extreme poverty, including persons living in rural and deprived urban areas, the landless persons, women, children, female-headed households, families affected by HIV/AIDS, persons with disabilities and IDPs. The Committee is concerned that its Poverty Reduction Strategy is apparently ineffective. The Committee in particular notes that the State party has not yet created an efficient coordination mechanism to combat poverty. 

The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to implement a poverty reduction strategy which should integrate the economic, social and cultural rights, in line with statement on Poverty and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (E/2002/22-E.12/2001/17, annex VII).  The Committee recommends that the State Party include evaluation measures to asses the impact of its strategy and identify its weaknesses. The Committee requests that the State party include in its next report comparative data disaggregated by gender, age, rural and urban populations, as well as indicators on the number of persons living in extreme poverty, and on the progress made in its efforts to combat poverty.
35.  The Committee is concerned about the poor physical conditions, poor access to adequate food and water, severe overcrowding, and lack of adequate medical treatment in the psychiatric hospitals and prisons in the State party.

The Committee urges the State party to adopt a Plan of Action to guarantee human conditions of life and health care to all psychiatric hospital patients and to all prisons’ inmates, according to the United Nations relevant standard minimum rules, and to provide the Committee with adequate information on progress achieved in those institutions in the next periodic report.
Article 13

38.  The Committee notes with concern that: (a) indicators for education in the State party are very low; (b) the illiteracy rate among people over 15 years is very high; (c) children from poor families, girls, children with disabilities, victims of mine accidents and children living in both urban and remote rural areas have limited access to education, including education in their mother tongue, and often drop out of school.

The Committee recommends that the State party: (a) adopt a comprehensive plan of action concerning the educational system; (b) ensure the availability of teachers in remote rural areas, and that they are fully trained and qualified;and (c) increase public expenditure on education in general, and take deliberate and targeted measures towards the progressive realization of the right to education for the disadvantaged and marginalized groups throughout the country.
46.
The Committee recommends that the State party consider ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.

Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.246, 2004
Data collection

15.
The Committee appreciates the efforts undertaken by the State party to improve data collection.  However, it expresses concern at the lack of adequately disaggregated data (by age, sex, urban and rural areas, etc.) and insufficient data in some areas covered by the Convention, including on disabled children.

Non-discrimination

21.
The Committee is concerned at the discrimination faced by children with disabilities, girls, and children belonging to the San communities in the State party.

22.
The Committee recommends that the State party take the necessary legislative measures to explicitly prohibit all forms of discrimination, in accordance with article 2 of the Convention.  In this regard, it encourages the State party to include “disability” as a legally unacceptable ground for discrimination in the new constitution currently under consideration.  The Committee also recommends that the State party undertake the necessary actions, including awareness-raising and educational campaigns, to reduce and prevent discrimination in practice, particularly against girls.
Children with disabilities

40.
The Committee welcomes the efforts to elaborate a strategy to support children with disabilities, in conjunction with UNICEF.  However, the Committee regrets the lack of official data on the number of children with disabilities and the lack of care facilities for these children, especially in rural areas, and the fact that a large number of children with disabilities do not attend any form of education. 

41.
In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96, annex) and the recommendations adopted by the Committee at its day of general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities (see CRC/C/69), the Committee recommends that the State party take all necessary measures:


(a)
To address all issues of discrimination, including social discrimination, in particular against children with disabilities living in rural areas;


(b)
To collect accurate statistical data on children with disabilities;


(c)
To provide equal educational opportunities for children with disabilities, including by providing the necessary support and ensuring that teachers are trained to educate children with disabilities in regular schools;


(d)
To ensure equal access to health services;


(e)
To continue and strengthen cooperation with UNICEF.

� This policy was drafted in 2004 (pre-CRPD), passed in 2005, launched in 2006 and since then there has been no or little implementation by the Ministry of Health and Medical Services, the implementing agency, nor the Community-Based Rehabilitation Unit (the disability focal point), together with relevant stakeholders. There is an urgent need to review the 2005-2010 policy and take action to develop new strategies to promote the rights of persons with disabilities, in particular women and girls with disabilities, in accordance with the latest international human rights standards including the CRPD. 


� In the Constitution Section 49, subsection (1) and Section 55, subsection (3) state: "No person shall be qualified for election as a Member of Parliament who... (d) is certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound mind under any law for the time being in force in Solomon Islands...". In the National Parliament Electoral Provisions Act (1996, last amended 2010) Section 14 states, “Any person who is entitled to be registered as an elector by section 55 of the Constitution shall be entitled to be registered as an elector under this Act.”


� In the Constitution Article 40 states, "A person shall be qualified to be a candidate for election as President Vice-President of the Republic if at the time of election such person...(d) is not suffering from a mental disease incapacitating such person from acting as President or Vice-President of the Republic.", and Article 64 states, "A person shall be qualified to be a candidate for election as a Representative if at the time of the election that person...(d) is not suffering from a mental disease incapacitating such person from acting as a Representative."


� In the Electoral Law Article 2, section 1 states, “Every citizen of the Republic of Macedonia who has turned 18 years of age and has working capacity shall have a right to vote.” Article 6, section (1) states, “Every citizen of the Republic of Macedonia who is 18 years old, has working capacity and has domicile in the constituency, municipality, i.e., in the City of Skopje, where the election takes place, shall have the right to vote. Article 7, section (2) states, “Every citizen of the Republic of Macedonia shall have the right to be elected as a Member of Parliament, Member of Council and Mayor provided that he/she:...has working capacity.” Article 41, section (6) states, “Citizens who have been deprived of their working capacity with a final court decision shall not be registered in the Voters’ List.”


� This is confirmed in OHCHR thematic study on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities which explicitly states that there is no reasonable restriction nor exclusion permitted regarding the right to political participation of persons with disabilities, A/HRC/19/36, 21 December 2011 para 45.


� In the Constitution Section 51, subsection (2) states, “A person shall be entitled to vote if... (d) he is not declared by a competent court to be of unsound mind.” Reiterated in the Electoral Roles Act (1974), section 6, subsection (2), part (b). Section 63, subsection (1) states, "A person shall be disqualified from being elected or chosen as, and from being a member of the Majilis-e-Shoora (Parliament) if (a) he is of unsound mind and has been so declared by a competent court..." In the the Conduct of General Elections Order (2002) Section 8D, subsection (2) states, “A person shall be disqualified from being elected or chosen as, and from being, a member of Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament) or a Provincial Assembly, if (a) he is of unsound mind and has been so declared by a competent court...” In the Representation of the People Act (1976) Section 99, subsection (1 A) states, “A person shall be disqualified from being elected as, and from being, a member of an Assembly if (a) he is of unsound mind and has been so declared by a competent court.” In the Senate Election Act (1975, as amended 2002) Section 78, subsection (a) states, “A person shall be disqualified from being elected as, and from being, a member of the Senate if (a) he is of unsound mind and has been so declared by a competent court.”


� This is confirmed in OHCHR thematic study on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities which explicitly states that there is no reasonable restriction nor exclusion permitted regarding the right to political participation of persons with disabilities, A/HRC/19/36, 21 December 2011 para 45.


� In the Constitution Article 51, section (3) states, “The Members of Parliament shall be elected through direct, universal and secret ballot by the citizens who have the right to vote, as specified by law. The law cannot abridge the right to vote except in cases where a minimum age has not been attained or in cases of legal incapacity or as a result of irrevocable criminal conviction for certain felonies.”


� This is confirmed in OHCHR thematic study on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities which explicitly states that there is no reasonable restriction nor exclusion permitted regarding the right to political participation of persons with disabilities, A/HRC/19/36, 21 December 2011 para 45.


� In the Constitution Article 154, section 1 states, “The following shall be ineligible for election as Members: d) individuals legally defined as incapacitated.” In the Electoral Law Article 12 states, “The following persons do not enjoy active electoral capacity...b) those notoriously recognised as demented when interned in a medical establishment or when so declared by a doctor’s certificate, even if not interdicted by a judgement.” In the Electoral Registration Law Article 40 states, “1. The authorities or persons responsible for hospital units shall send to the registration authority at the place of registration, on a monthly basis, a list containing the identification details, which are referred to in Article 38, of the citizens who have reached 18 years of age and have been hospitalised for proven and recognized dementia resulting from a psychiatric anomaly, but who are not interdicted by virtue of a final unappealable sentence, and shall send, on an annual basis, during o period of registration, a list of those persons who having been interned under the aforesaid conditions will have reached 18 years of age by the end of the period of registration. 


� This is confirmed in OHCHR thematic study on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities which explicitly states that there is no reasonable restriction nor exclusion permitted regarding the right to political participation of persons with disabilities, A/HRC/19/36, 21 December 2011 para 45.





PAGE  
36

