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I. SUMMARY

AZERBAIJAN

CRC ratification: 1992.
Azerbaijan ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 28 January 2008.
Click here to access references to children with disabilities in Concluding Observations.
COOK ISLANDS

CRC ratification: 1997.
Cook Islands ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 8 May 2009.
Click here to access references to children with disabilities in Concluding Observations.
MADAGASCAR

CRC ratification: 1991.
Madagascar signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 25 September 2007, but has not yet ratified it.
Click here to access references to children with disabilities in Concluding Observations.
MYANMAR

CRC ratification: 1991.
Myanmar ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 7 December 2011.
Click here to access references to children with disabilities in Concluding Observations.
NIUE ISLANDS

CRC ratification: 1995.
Niue Islands has neither signed nor ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
No references to children with disabilities in Concluding Observations.
THAILAND

CRC ratification: 1992.
Thailand ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 29 July 2008.
Click here to access references to children with disabilities in Concluding Observations.
TOGO

CRC ratification: 1990.
Togo ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 1 March 2011.
Click here to access references to children with disabilities in Concluding Observations.
II. EXCERPTS FROM CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
AZERBAIJAN

Concluding Observations
4. The Committee welcomes as positive the adoption of the following legislative measures:

d) Law #971-IIIQD of the Republic of Azerbaijan of March 5, 2010, on the provision of free-of-charge physical training-sport services for children from low income families, children without parents and deprived of parental care, children of preschool age and children with disability;

The Committee’s previous recommendations

7. While the Committee notes that some of its previous recommendations (CRC/C/AZE/CO/2) have been followed, it is concerned that many of them have not been addressed, particularly the recommendations regarding legislation, independent monitoring, a national plan of action, non-use of the international definition of a live birth, the absence of family-like alternative care for children deprived of a family environment, children with disabilities and the administration of juvenile justice.

8. The Committee urges the State party to expeditiously take all necessary efforts to effectively address the recommendations contained in the concluding observations of the second periodic report that have yet to be implemented, particularly those on legislation, independent monitoring, a national plan of action, non-use of the international definition of a live birth, the absence of family-like alternative care for children deprived of a family environment, children with disabilities and the administration of juvenile justice.

Legislation

9. While noting that the Constitution of the State party accords priority to international ratified treaties over domestic laws and, in principle, allows for the direct application of international treaties, the Committee is concerned that there is lack of judicial practice and precedent which has directly applied the Convention. It also notes with particular concern that there have reportedly been instances in which law-enforcement and judicial bodies have refused to directly apply the provisions of the Convention, particularly in the context of legislation relating to juvenile justice, rights of children with disabilities and children without parental care.

10. The Committee urges the State party to undertake a comprehensive review of all domestic legislation so as to ensure its full compliance with the Convention and adherence to its standards in the practice of its judiciary and law enforcement bodies. The Committee further recommends that the State party consider enacting a comprehensive Child Rights Act which fully incorporates the provisions of the Convention and its Optional Protocols and provides clear guidelines for their

consistent and direct application.

Data collection

21. While noting as positive the State Committee on Statistics publication of a statistical overview of children in Azerbaijan, and recently established databases on children in institutional care and domestic violence, the Committee reiterates its previous concerns on

the general continued absence of data necessary for the implementation of the Convention. The Committee remains particularly concerned at the lack of an effective system of disaggregated data collection on infant and child mortality, child malnutrition, children with

disabilities, sexual abuse and exploitation, which constitute a severe obstacle to the effective implementation of the Convention.

22. The Committee urges the State party to provide all necessary human, technical, and financial resources for the establishment of a comprehensive system for data collection, analysis and monitoring, and that the data collected be disaggregated according to age, gender, ethnicity, geographic region and socio-economic background. In doing so, the Committee recommends that it initially prioritises data collection on children suffering from malnutrition, sexual abuse and exploitation as well as children with disabilities, infant and child mortality and maternal mortality.

Non-discrimination

30. The Committee is deeply concerned about the discrimination frequently experienced by children in vulnerable situations, particularly children with disabilities, children without parental care as well as children in economically disadvantaged households.

31. In accordance with article 2 of the Convention, the Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (CRC/C/AZE/CO/2, para. 25) to the State party to increase its efforts to adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds against all vulnerable groups throughout the territory of the State party.

Adoption

53. The Committee is concerned that domestic adoption for children deprived of a family environment is not promoted, developed or applied as an alternative to public care, even in situations where it is in the best interests of the child. In this context, the Committee is specifically concerned about:

(a) The low rates of domestic adoption in the State party, particularly for children with disabilities and those who are above five years of age;

(b) The severe limitations in taking into account the best interests of the child during adoption procedures, with the focus being frequently on the child being able to meet the needs and requirements of the prospective parents rather than with taking into full account the best interests of the child concerned;

(c) The inadequacy of support provided to adoptive parents in preparation for adoptions, during the process, as well as for follow-up to facilitate the adopted child’s integration into his or her adoptive family;

(d) The absence of follow-up monitoring to ensure the well-being of the adopted child;

(e) The limited capacity of professionals working on child adoptions and the resulting frequent delays in concluding adoption procedures;

(f) There being no measures in place to ensure that children who are adopted are consistently informed of their status and provided with information on their biological parents.

54. The Committee recommends that the State party review its legislation and practices on adoption. In doing so the Committee highlights articles article 3 on the best interests of the child, article 5 on the rights and duties of parents and article 12 on the right of the child to express his/her opinion and recommends that the State party:

(a) Undertake measures to raise awareness on the Convention-compliant practice of adoption as an alternative to State care for children deprived of a family environment, particularly those with disabilities, or older than 5; it also recommends that the State party consider raising its age limit for children to be eligible for adoption;

Children with disabilities

55. The Committee welcomes the State party’s Master Plan on Transformation of State

Children’s Institutions to provide for some schools which are currently special education

institutions to be developed into inclusive education schools and the establishment of other

pilot inclusive education schools. The Committee also notes the income supplement

provided to families with children with disabilities. However, the Committee is seriously

concerned at:

(a) The prevailing discrimination and stigmatisation that children with

disabilities are subject to;

(b) The absence of a clear definition of disability in the State party, including

with regard to learning, cognitive and mental disabilities, which is hindering the accurate

identification of persons with disabilities and accompanying measures for addressing their

needs;

(c) Current legislation allowing parents the option of relinquishing newly born

infants and children to State care on the sole basis of him/her having a disability without

taking into account the best interests of the child;

(d) The absence of a social model approach to persons with disabilities which is

in accordance with the State party’s obligations under the Convention on the Rights of

Persons with Disabilities;

(e) The inadequacy of services provided to children with disabilities; and, the

continued widespread limitations in the availability of inclusive education for children with

disabilities, resulting in them frequently being precluded from attending school as well as

hindering progress in social attitudes to persons with disabilities and exacerbating the

stigmatisation that they frequently face.

56. Highlighting its General Comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006), the Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Undertake awareness-raising campaigns for eliminating discrimination against children with disabilities and consider enacting legislation explicitly prohibiting such discrimination;

(b) Establish a clear legislative definition of disability, including for learning, cognitive and mental disabilities, with the aim of being accurate in identifying children with disabilities to effectively address their needs in a nondiscriminatory manner;

(c) Prohibit the relinquishment of newly-born infants and/or children to State care on the sole basis of them having a disability, and complement this prohibition with the strengthening of support measures for parents to care for their children with disabilities, and where such placement in care is considered, that it is done with full regard to the principle of the best interests of the child;

(d) Adopt a social model approach which is in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, addressing attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinder the full and effective participation of children with disabilities in society on an equal basis, and train all professionals working with or for children with disabilities accordingly;

(e) Undertake greater efforts to make available the necessary professional (i.e. disability specialists) and financial resources, especially at the local level, and to promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups;

(f) Ensure that children with disabilities are able to exercise their right to education and provide for their inclusion in the mainstream education system to the greatest extent possible.
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COOK ISLANDS

Concluding Observations


3.
The Committee welcomes a number of positive legislative measures taken with a view to implementing the Convention, such as: 

The Committee also welcomes the State party’s accession to:

(a)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and to its Optional Protocol in 2009; 

15.
The Committee recommends, in light of its recommendations during the Day of General Discussion in 2007 on “Resources for the Rights of the Child - Responsibility of States” that the State party:

(a)
Review and increase where necessary the level of financial resources allocated for the implementation of the Convention.  In this regard the Committee urges the State party to pay particular attention to socially and economically disadvantaged and marginalized children, including children living in remote islands, children with disabilities and children victims of all forms of abuse;

Non-discrimination

24.
The Committee is concerned that due to geographical constraints and limited allocation of funds, only a minimum of services in the areas of health and education is provided to children living in the Outer Islands. The Committee while noting the on-going reforms of the Crimes Act 1969 is concerned about the existence of various discriminatory provisions contained in the present Act which relate to girls with disabilities and boys victims of sexual abuse, as well as the discriminatory provision in the Cook Islands’ Act 1915 related to adoption of children of non-Cook Islands’ origin.

25.
The Committee recommends that the State party: 

(a)
Adopt and implement a comprehensive strategy addressing all forms of discrimination, including multiple forms of discrimination against all groups of children in vulnerable situations, and combating discriminatory societal attitudes. On this regard, the Committee recommends the State party to pay attention to its General Comment no. 5 on General Measures of Implementation for the Convention (CRC/GCI/2003/5); and

(b)
Continue revising its legislation to respect and ensure the rights set forth in the Convention to all children within its jurisdiction, in particular girls, children with disabilities and children of foreign origin in respect to adoption regulations, without discrimination of any kind.

Respect for the views of the child

28.
While the Committee notes the State party’s efforts to encourage children to have their opinions and views expressed, it is concerned about the traditional societal attitudes towards children, in particular children with disabilities and child victims of sexual abuse that hamper the realization of this principle. The Committee is also concerned about the limited opportunities for the child to express his/her own views in the family and in the community and in particular about the lack of effective children’s councils in all schools.

29.
The Committee, recalling its General Comment No. 12 (2009) on the right of the child to be heard (CRC/C/GC/12), recommends the State party to actively combat negative attitudes which impede the full realization of the child’s right to be heard through public education programmes, including campaigns, and to pay special attention to the particularly disadvantaged situation of children with disabilities and child victims of sexual abuse. The Committee encourages the State party to explore the possibility of involving children in the decision making process at the community level and recommends the State party to introduce effective children’s councils in all schools within its jurisdiction including in the Outer Islands.

Children with disabilities

42.
The Committee commends the Adoption of the Disability Act in 2008 supported by a Disability Strategy together with the Education Amendment Act 2003/20, that, inter alia, seek to enhance the right to education for children with disabilities. However, the Committee notes with concern that children with disabilities are still not fully integrated into the education system due to lack of facilities to cater for their needs, and that in fact only half of the children with disabilities in the State party attend school despite compulsory attendance policy.

43.
The Committee urges the State party to strengthen its efforts to implement the Disability Strategy and the Disability Act 2008, and in particular to ensure access to education for all children with disabilities, with particular attention to the geographically disadvantaged group of children with disabilities in the Outer Islands, and to implement inclusive education policy.

Sexual abuse

54.
The Committee commends the partial amendments introduced in the Crimes Act and notes the on-going legal review of the Crimes Act. However, it remains concerned that girls with disabilities and boys victims of sexual abuse are under-protected in the current legislation. The Committee is seriously concerned about the prevalence of sexual abuse at home and the lack of data on the number of teenage pregnancies that derive from incest or rape. The Committee is concerned about the societal silence surrounding child sexual abuse and that the victims do not receive adequate institutional response. It notes with concern that many cases involving child abuse are resolved by merely transferring the abused child from its natural environment to live with the extended family without reporting the case to the authorities.

55.
The Committee urges the State party to:  

(a)
Accelerate the legal review undertaken on the Crimes Act 1969 so as to provide adequate and equal protection for child victims of sexual abuse;

(b)
Develop awareness-raising programs and campaigns for the pubic including children, with a view to combating sociocultural attitudes that tolerate sexual abuse of children;

(c)
Undertake in depth research on the nature, extent and root causes of child sexual abuse;

(d)
Adopt measures to encourage victims and their families to report cases of child sexual abuse to the authorities and extend the ‘no-drop’ policy to cases involving sexual abuse of children to ensure that prosecution in such cases will proceed despite victims’ non–cooperation; and

(e)
Investigate effectively cases of sexual abuse of children within the family, with a child-sensitive inquiry and judicial procedure, in order to ensure better protection of child victims, and ensure that perpetrators of sexual abuse of children are brought to justice and punished.
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MADAGASCAR

Concluding Observations
8. The Committee welcomes efforts by the State party to implement the Committee’s concluding observations on the State party’s second periodic report (CRC/C/15/Add.218). Nevertheless, the Committee notes with regret that several of these concluding observations

have not been sufficiently addressed or not addressed at all.

9. The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address those recommendations from the concluding observations of the second report that have not yet been implemented or sufficiently implemented, including on developing a comprehensive national plan of action on children’s rights, efficient and effective coordination, independent monitoring and children with disabilities, and also to provide adequate follow-up to the recommendations contained in the present concluding observations on the combined third and fourth periodic report.

18. Furthermore, the Committee recommends that the State party in planning its future budgets take into account its recommendations during the Day of General Discussion in 2007 on “Resources for the Rights of the Child - Responsibility of States” and specifically:

 (a) Build capacity to utilize a child rights approach in the elaboration of the State budget and implement a tracking, monitoring and evaluation system for the allocation and the use of resources for children by all relevant sectors throughout the budget, thus providing visibility to the investment on children. The Committee also urges that this tracking system is used for impact assessments on how investments in any sector may serve the best interests of the child, ensuring that the differential impact of such investment on girls and boys is measured;

(b) Conduct a comprehensive assessment of budget needs and establish clear allocations for those areas that progressively address the disparities in indicators such as gender, disability and geographical location related to children’s rights; and

(c) Define strategic budgetary lines in general and sectorial allocations for children in disadvantaged or vulnerable situations (such as girls and children with disabilities) that may require social measures including affirmative action and make sure that those budgetary lines are protected even in situations of economic crisis, natural disasters or other emergencies.

Data collection

19. The Committee takes note of the efforts of the State party to improve data collection through the National Statistics Institute but is concerned that data in relevant areas are still

lacking or not sufficiently disaggregated. In particular, the Committee notes that data is lacking on children living with HIV, alcohol and drug consumption of children and percentage of children with disabilities enrolled in school, and children living on the streets. The Committee is also concerned about the lack of coordination of data collection between different ministries and between national and regional levels.

20. The Committee recommends that the State party continue strengthening its data collection system, to ensure coordination of data collection on all areas of the Convention and in all the regions and to analyse the data collected as a basis for assessing progress achieved in the realization of child rights and to help design policies and programmes to implement the Convention. The Committee encourages the State party to disaggregate data

by age, sex, geographic location, ethnicity and socio-economic background to facilitate analysis of the situation of children.

Non-discrimination

23. The Committee welcomes the efforts by the State party to address discrimination, including the adoption of Decree 2009-1147 on inclusive education and legislation against discrimination due to HIV status. However, the Committee remains concerned that discrimination is still widespread in the State party, in particular against girls, twins, children with disabilities and children living with HIV/AIDS.

24. The Committee recommends the State party to increase measures to combat discrimination, in particular against girls, twins, children with disabilities and children living with HIV/AIDS, through programs and policies to combat inequalities in access to education, health and development, raising awareness of discrimination and fostering an inclusive and tolerant environment in schools and other spaces for children.
Children with disabilities

47. The Committee is concerned about widespread discrimination against and social

exclusion of children with disabilities in the State party. The Committee is particularly

concerned about the situation of children with disabilities who are isolated in the home and

about their particular vulnerability to abuse, including sexual abuse, and their reduced

access to appropriate health care services. While welcoming efforts by the State party to

facilitate access to education for children with disabilities, the Committee remains seriously

concerned about the very low rate of access for education, where only 4 per cent of children

with disabilities attend school.

48. The Committee recommends that the State party urgently address the high level of discrimination against children with disabilities and take all available  measures to ensure that the rights of such children are realised, in line with the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities. In particular, the Committee recommends the State party to:

(a) Eradicate impunity for abuse of children with disabilities, through ensuring investigation, prosecution and appropriate sentencing of perpetrators of such abuse;

(b) Expand and strengthen awareness raising activities for the community at large, aimed at combating prejudice and discrimination against children with disabilities;

(c) Strengthening the monitoring of situations of children with disabilities in the home, including training social workers on detecting signs of sexual abuse, in particular in children with mental disabilities;

(d) Take all available measures to improve the access to education for children with disabilities;

(e) Strengthen implementation of programs and policies on inclusive education to improve the numbers of children with disabilities who have access to education;

(f) Increase access to appropriate health care for children with disabilities, including providing training in relevant skills to health care workers and encouraging families to access health care services to children with disabilities; and

(g) Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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Concluding Observations
4. The Committee also welcomes the ratification of or accession to the followinginternational human rights treaties:

 (b) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in 2011;

18. In light of its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.237, para. 20), the Committee urges the State party to:

 (b) Introduce a child right’s budget system with specific budget lines and indicators that will allow monitoring and evaluating budget allocations for children; 

(c) Define strategic budgetary lines for children in disadvantaged or vulnerable situations that may require affirmative social measures, especially children from ethnic and religious minority groups, children from remote and border areas, internally displaced children, children in street situations, children affected by HIV/AIDS, children with disabilities, orphans and children in situation of poverty, and make sure that those budgetary lines are protected even in situations of economic crisis, natural disasters or other emergencies;

Non-discrimination

35. The Committee reiterates its concern (CRC/C/15/Add.237 para. 27) about the multiple forms of discrimination that persist in the State party, particularly those against girls and children in vulnerable and disadvantaged situations such as children from ethnic and religious minority groups (including Rohingya children), children from remote and border areas, internally displaced children, children in street situations, children affected by HIV/AIDS, children with disabilities, orphans and children in situation of poverty.

36. The Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Undertake the necessary legislative changes to ensure nondiscrimination on the basis of sex, ethnicity or religion and explicitly incorporate the principle of non-discrimination on any grounds in all newly developed legislation and policies;

(b) Adopt and implement measures to prevent and eliminate discrimination against individual children and specific groups of disadvantaged children;

Children with disabilities

61. The Committee notes with appreciation that the State party ratified the Convention

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; conducted the National Disability Survey in

2010; completed the National Plan of Action for Persons with Disabilities 2010-2012 and is

drafting a law to protect the rights of persons with disability. However, the Committee is

concerned about the remaining wide presence of stigma and discrimination against persons

with disabilities, the lack of dissemination of the findings of the National Disability Survey;

and the lack of adequate resources for the implementation of the National Plan of Action

for Persons with Disabilities. The Committee is also concerned that efforts made by the

State party to facilitate the inclusion of children with disabilities into the educational system

and the society at large are insufficient, especially in rural and remote areas and that only

children with mild impairment in sight, hearing and speaking, particularly those living in

cities, are included in inclusive education programmes.

62. The Committee recommends that the State party, taking into account the General Comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities, continue to strengthen measures to protect and promote the rights of children with disabilities.

The Committee recommends in particular that the State party: 

(a) Widely disseminate the findings of the survey and the National Plan of Action for Persons with disabilities to raise public awareness, and include children with disability in these awareness-raising and social change interventions to address the wide presence of stigma and discrimination;

(b) Undertake greater efforts to make available financial resources for the implementation of the National Plan of Action for Persons with Disabilities 2010-2012, especially at the local level;

(c) Pursue efforts to ensure that all children with disabilities exercise their right to education and allocate sufficient resources in order to integrate them, as much as possible, into a system of inclusive education in regular schools; and

(d) Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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Concluding Observations
4.
The Committee welcomes a number of positive developments in the reporting period, including the adoption of legislative measures taken with a view to implementing the Convention, such as: 

(f)
The Persons with Disabilities’ Quality of Life Promotion Act of 2007;

5.
The Committee notes with appreciation the ratification or accession to the following human rights instruments:

 (c)
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 29 July 2008;

20.
The Committee recommends that the State party in planning its future budgets take into account its recommendations during the Day of General Discussion in 2007 on “Resources for the Rights of the Child - Responsibility of States” and specifically:

c)
Conduct a comprehensive assessment of budget needs and establish clear allocations for those areas that progressively address the inequalities and disparities in indicators such as gender, disability, health, education, standard of living and geographical location related to children’s rights;

Data collection

23
The Committee notes the establishment of the National Information Centre and the National Statistical Office, which maintain data in some areas of children’s rights and a database on children with disabilities. However, it is concerned that there is no effective system of data collection covering all areas of the Convention, which would allow for assessment, analysis and evaluation of the data and information on laws, policies, plans and programmes for children based on the Convention.

24. The Committee urges the State party to build the capacity and establish a comprehensive data collection system capable of analyzing and evaluating data on progress achieved in the realization of child rights and providing a basis for designing policies and programmes to implement the Convention. The data should be disaggregated by age, sex, geographic location, ethnicity and socio-economic background of all children.

33.
The Committee notes the measures that are being taken to eliminate to some extent the disparities in access to education and health as well as special measures taken concerning children in the disadvantaged North-East and South of the country. Nevertheless, the Committee expresses concern that the efforts are insufficient  to eradicate both direct and indirect discrimination against children, particularly with respect to the girl child, children with disabilities, children of indigenous, religious or ethnic minority communities, children of refugees and asylum seekers, children of migrant workers, children in street situations, children living in rural areas, and children living in poverty. The Committee remains deeply concerned about regional disparities, especially in the North-East and South, regarding access to social, health and educational services for children.

34.
The Committee reiterates its previous recommendations. (CRC/C/THA/CO/2, paras 25-26)  and urges the State party to take more effective measures to: 

(a)
Ensure that all children within its jurisdiction enjoy all the rights enshrined in the Convention on the basis of non-discrimination by effectively implementing existing laws which guarantee that principle;

(b)
Prioritize and allocate adequate resources for social services and accelerate the provision of equal opportunities to health and education and other services for the most vulnerable groups of children as mentioned in paragraph 33;

(c)
Carry out comprehensive public education campaigns to prevent and combat all forms of discrimination;

(d)
Collect data that is appropriately disaggregated to enable effective monitoring of de facto discrimination and provide a basis for corrective action.

53.
The Committee welcomes the Child Adoption Act of 2010 and notes as positive that the State party gives priority to domestic adoption over inter-country adoption and has established regulations with regard to inter-country adoptions. In view of large numbers of children in vulnerable situations in the State party, especially children with disabilities, children living in poverty, children in street situations and stateless children as well as the  high incidence of human trafficking, the Committee recommends that the State party ensure an effective monitoring system of the adoption process.

F.
Disability, basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (para. 3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (paras. 1-3) of the Convention)

Children with disabilities 

56.
The Committee welcomes the State party’s efforts to improve the quality of life of persons with disabilities by adopting the National Plan on Quality of Life Development for Persons with Disabilities of 2007–2011 and the Persons with Disabilities Education Act of 2008. It also welcomes the growing number of schools with inclusive education for children with disabilities.  Notwithstanding, the Committee is seriously concerned about the large number of children with disabilities who are not in school and that youth policies do not identify them as special target groups. The Committee is also concerned at the limited proportion of children with disabilities who receive education beyond the pre-primary level. 

57.
The Committee recommends that the State party review the situation of children with disabilities in terms of their access to education services and give effective priority to the development of inclusive education over the placement of children in specialized institutions. It also recommends that the State party properly target children with disabilities in youth policies, taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities.
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Concluding Observations
5. The Committee also notes with appreciation the ratification of or accession to:

 (b) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with disabilities and its Optional Protocol, in March 2011;

8. The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address those recommendations contained in the concluding observations on the second periodic report that have not yet been implemented or sufficiently implemented, particularly those related to coordination, data-collection, birth registration and discriminatory practices against girls and children with disabilities, harmful traditional practices, economic exploitation and administration of juvenile justice. The Committee also urges the State party to provide adequate follow-up to the recommendations contained in the present concluding observations.

Non-discrimination

31. The Committee is concerned that discrimination against vulnerable groups of children, in particular girls and children with disabilities, persists throughout the State party and that insufficient measures have been taken by the State party to implement the recommendations already made by the Committee in this regard (CRC/C/15/Add.255 para. 26). The Committee is also concerned that according to article 248 of the Children’s Code, the child born of adulterous relations from his/her father cannot claim maintenance if he/she has not been recognized by him.

32. The Committee recommends that the State party take more active measures to end all forms of discrimination against children with particular attention to discrimination against girls and children with disabilities. In particular, the Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Speed up its legislative reforms to ensure that all children within the State party’s territory are equally protected against discrimination and that provisions that discriminate against women and girls be repealed without further delay and that article 248 of the Children’s Code be amended to secure the recovery of maintenance for all children without discrimination based on the origin of his or her birth;

(b) Formulate a comprehensive strategy, including a clear definition of targets and the establishment of a monitoring mechanism, to modify and eliminate negative attitudes and practices and change deep-rooted stereotypes that discriminate against vulnerable groups of children, in particular girls and children with disabilities;

(c) Undertake such efforts in coordination with a wide range of stakeholders, including concerned children and, women’s organizations and involving all sectors of society, so as to facilitate social and cultural change and creation of an enabling environment that promotes equality; and

(d) Monitor such efforts and regularly assess progress made towards the achievement of established goals, and include an assessment of the results achieved in its next report.

35. The Committee welcomes the adoption of Act No. 2009-011 of 24 July 2009 abolishing the death penalty in the State Party. The Committee also welcomes the significant efforts made by the State party to prevent the occurrence of killings of children born with disabilities, malformations, skin discoloration, as well as of children born with teeth or from mothers who died during delivery, in accordance with the previous recommendation of the Committee (CRC/C/15/Add.255 para. 31). The Committee however remains concerned that such killings still occur in the State party.

36. The Committee urges the State party to continue to take all necessary measures to prevent the occurrence of the killings mentioned above, to prosecute those responsible for such crimes and to strengthen its efforts to raise awareness among the population at large of the need to eradicate such practices. The Committee further recommends that the State party monitor such efforts and include an assessment of the results achieved in its next report.

Children with disabilities

51. The Committee, while welcoming the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in March 2011, expresses deep concern about the prevailing societal attitudes which are conducive to the stigmatization of children with disabilities and even lead to their infanticide. The Committee is also concerned that a high number of children with disabilities are deprived of access to education and health services and that the State party has still not adopted a policy for the integration of children with disabilities into mainstream schools as previously recommended by the Committee. The Committee further notes that in spite of some pilot initiatives, teachers are not provided adequate training to properly integrate children with disabilities.

52. The Committee reiterates its recommendation that the State party adopt an integration policy, allocate adequate resources to strengthen services for children with disabilities, support their families and train professional in the field (CRC/C/15/Add.255 para. 49 c). The State party should in particular:

(a) Take effective steps to combat isolation and social stigmatization of children with disabilities ;

(b) Bring perpetrators of killings and any form of violence against children with disabilities to justice;

(c) Ensure the collection and use of adequately disaggregated and comprehensive data in the development of policies and programmes for children with disabilities;

(d) Review the situation of these children in terms of their access to suitable health care and education services and give effective priority to the development of inclusive education over the placement of children in specialized institutions;

(e) Take guidance from the Committee 2006 General Comment on the Rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9); and

(f) Seek assistance in this regard from, among others, UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO).

Education, including vocational training and guidance

63. While welcoming the abolition in 2008 of school tuition fees for early childhood education and primary schools and the progress towards the achievement of gender parity in basic education, the Committee is concerned that the portion of the State party’s budget allocated remains insufficient for the effective implementation of the abolition of school fees. The Committee is also concerned that:

(a) One third of children have no access to primary education, with girls, children living in remote areas and children with disabilities being at particular risk of being out of school;

(b) Repetition rate stands at a high level and completion rate of primary education remains very low, especially among girls;

(c) Schools are lacking and teaching infrastructure and resources remain insufficient and inadequate;

(d) An estimated one third of teachers of the State party and up to 50 percent in some regions are volunteers, receive no training and depend on direct payment by parents;

(e) Access to early childhood education remains extremely limited; and

(f) Corporal punishment of children within schools as well as economic exploitation and sexual abuse of children by teachers in the exchange of good marks are widespread in the State party.
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