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I. SUMMARY

ALGERIA

CRC ratification: 1993.

Algeria ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 4 December 2009.
Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
AUSTRALIA

CRC ratification: 1990.

Australia ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 17 July 2008 and its Optional Protocol on 21 August 2009.
Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
CYPRUS

CRC ratification: 1991.

Cyprus ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 27 June 2011.
Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
GREECE

CRC ratification: 1993.

Greece signed the CRPD and its Optional Protocol but has not yet ratified them.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
TURKEY

CRC ratification: 1995.

Turkey ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 28 September 2009.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
VIET NAM

CRC ratification: 1990.

Vietnam signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 27 October 2007.
Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

ALGERIA

II. Follow-up measures undertaken and progress achieved by the State party

3. The Committee welcomes the adoption of the following legislative, measures:

 (c) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in December 2009.

5. The Committee also welcomes the following institutional and policy measures:

(b) The generalization process of preschool education initiated by the Ministry of Education and the pilot programme of early detection and pre-school education for children with a disability which has begun in 14 Wilayas;

III. Main areas of concerns and recommendations

A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6 of the Convention)

The Committee’s previous recommendations
7. The Committee, while welcoming the State party’s efforts to implement the concluding observations on its previous reports (CRC/C/15/Add.269, 2005), notes with regret that some of the recommendations contained therein have not been fully addressed.

8. The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address those recommendations from the concluding observations of the second periodic report under the Convention that have not been implemented or sufficiently implemented, particularly those related to interpretative declarations, legislation, independent monitoring, cooperation with civil society, non discrimination, corporal punishment, parental responsibilities, violence against children, children with disabilities and refugee children. The Committee further urges the State party to provide adequate follow-up to the recommendations contained in the present concluding observations.

Data collection

21. The Committee notes with concern the limited progress made to establish a national, comprehensive and centralized data collection system covering all areas of the Convention. The Committee is particularly concerned that data by geographic location, socio-economic status and groups of vulnerable children as well as data on violence, abuse and exploitation is completely lacking and that policy makers often use unreliable national data to assess the situation and to formulate policies to address the problems of children, especially those in the most vulnerable and disadvantaged situations and among them children with disabilities and children working in the informal sector.

22. The Committee encourages the State party to set up a national and comprehensive system to collect data disaggregated, inter alia, by age, sex, ethnicity, geographic location and socio-economic background, on all areas of the Convention in order to facilitate the analysis of progress achieved in the realization of child rights and to help design policies and programmes to implement the Convention. The State party should ensure that the information collected contains up-to-date data on children in vulnerable situations, including girls, and children living with disabilities, in poverty and children victims of abuse and exploitation. The Committee further urges the State party to develop and implement a policy to protect the privacy of children who have been registered in all the national databases.

B. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Convention)

Non-discrimination
29. The Committee notes with satisfaction the measures taken by the State party to increase girls’ school enrolment. The Committee however expresses concern at the persistence of legal provisions that discriminate against girls and women such as those related to inheritance contained in the 2005 Family Code. The Committee is also concerned that limited measures have been taken by the State party to change societal discriminatory and patriarchal attitudes and behaviours as well as stereotyping of gender roles. The Committee further reiterates its concern (CRC/C/15/Add.269 para.26, 2005) at the persistent de facto discrimination faced by children with disabilities, children living in poverty, children born out of wedlock, working children, children in conflict with the law, street children, children living in rural areas and Western Saharan refugee children.

30. The Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Repeal all legal provisions that discriminate against girls and women, in particular those relating to inheritance;

(b) Take all the necessary measures to eliminate societal discrimination against women and girls through public educational programmes, including campaigns organized in cooperation with opinion leaders, families and the media in line with the recommendations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW/C/DZA/CO/3-4 para. 28, 2012) and

(c) Adopt and implement a comprehensive strategy addressing all forms of discrimination, including multiple forms of discrimination against all groups of children in vulnerable situations, and implement it in coordination with a wide range of stakeholders and involving all sectors of society so as to facilitate social and cultural change and the creation of an enabling environment that is supportive of equality among children.

Violence against children, including abuse and neglect

45. The Committee is concerned about the lack of measures adopted by the State party to address domestic violence which is pervasive, not specifically prohibited by law and widely accepted as part of normal life. The Committee is particularly concerned that:

(e) Due to limited capacity of the specialized shelters for women and children victims of violence based in Bou Ismail and Tlemcen and victims of domestic violence are often directed to centres for homeless and mentally and physically disabled persons.

46. The Committee urges the State party to adopt as a matter of priority a law criminalizing all forms of domestic violence, including marital rape and to repeal legal provisions that excuse perpetrators of domestic violence such as article 279 of the Penal Code and to ensure that children and mothers victims of domestic violence are provided with appropriate medical, legal and psychological assistance and housing support.

47. With reference to the United Nations Secretary-General’s Study on violence against children (A/61/299) and the Committee’s general comment no. 13 (2011) on the right of the child to freedom from all forms of violence the Committee further encourages the State party to:

(a) Prioritize elimination of all forms of violence against children, including by ensuring implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations Study on violence against children, paying particular attention to gender; and

(b) Provide information concerning the implementation by the State party of the recommendations of the Study in the next periodic report, particularly those highlighted by the Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence against children, namely:

(i) The development in each State of a national comprehensive strategy to prevent and address all forms of violence against children;

(ii) The introduction of an explicit national legal ban on all forms of violence against children in all settings; and

 (iii) The consolidation of a national system of data collection, analysis and dissemination, and a research agenda on violence against children.

E. Basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (para. 3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (paras. 1-3) of the Convention)

Children with disabilities

55. The Committee reiterates its concern (CRC/C/15/Add.269 para. 53, 2005) that social stigma, fears and misconceptions surrounding children with disabilities remain strong in society, leading to the marginalization and alienation of these children. The Committee is also concerned that in the absence of an inclusive education policy in the State party, children with disabilities rarely access mainstream education and that although integrated classes reportedly exist for children with visual impairments, these classes are in fact specialized classes placed in ordinary schools. The Committee is also concerned that:

(a) There are no specialized teachers for children with intellectual impairment in the State party which deprive those children of any access to education;

 (b) The lack of a transportation system for pupils with disabilities and the lack of accessibility of school buildings are major obstacles to their integration into mainstream schools;

(c) Mainstream school teachers are not trained to support children with disabilities and that there is lack of personnel to provide individual support to children with disability in the class rooms;

(d) Children with multiple disabilities are not accepted in specialized centres and are therefore totally deprived of any educational opportunities; and

(e) Programs and support provided to children with disabilities in specialized centres are obsolete.

56. The Committee reiterates its previous recommendations (CRC/C/15/Add.269 para. 54, 2005). The Committee urges the State party to review the situation of children with disabilities in terms of their access to suitable health care and education services and adopt as a matter of priority a comprehensive policy to develop inclusive education. In this regard, the Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Promote the social and human rights based approach which acknowledges that the disabling factors reside in the environmental and attitudinal barriers created by society, and that all children with disabilities are subjects of their own rights, and undertake awareness raising campaigns aimed at the government, public and families to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities and their role as active participants and contributors to society;

(b) Ensure that the development of inclusive education is given priority over the placement of children in specialized institutions, paying particular attention to children with mental and multiple disabilities;

(c) Provide sufficient numbers of specialist teachers and professionals providing individual support into all schools and ensure that all professionals are adequately trained so that all children with disabilities can effectively enjoy their right to quality inclusive education;

(d) Ensure transportation and support in classrooms, and the accessibility of educational materials, curricula, and school environments;

(e) Ensure that enforceable remedies are provided to children with disabilities and their families who have been refused access to inclusive education, or who have been denied the provision of reasonable accommodation with respect to education;

(f) Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; and

(g) Take guidance from the Committee 2006 General Comment No. 9 on the Rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9).

H. Ratification of international human rights instruments

84. The Committee recommends that the State party, in order to further strengthen the fulfilment of children's rights, ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on a communications procedure, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance as well as the optional protocols to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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II. Follow-up measures undertaken and progress achieved by the State party

5. The Committee also welcomes the ratification or signature of:

 (c) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in 2009;

(d) The Optional Protocol on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in 2009;

III. Main areas of concern and recommendations 
A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6, of the Convention)
Allocation of resources

19. Bearing in mind that the State party is one of the most affluent economies of the world and that it invests sizeable amounts of resources in child related programmes, the Committee notes that the State party does not use a child specific approach for budget planning and allocation in the national and state/territories level budgets, thus making it practically impossible to identify, monitor, report and evaluate the impact of investments in children and the overall application of the Convention in budgetary terms.

20. In the light of the Committee‟s recommendations during its Day of General Discussion in 2007 on “Resources for the Rights of the Child - Responsibility of States” and with emphasis on articles 2, 3, 4 and 6 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that the State party establish a budgeting process which adequately takes into account child needs at the national, state and territory levels, with clear allocations to children in the relevant sectors and agencies, as well as specific indicators and a tracking system. In addition to this, the Committee recommends that the State party establish mechanisms to monitor and evaluate the efficacy, adequacy and equitability of the distribution of resources allocated to the implementation of the Convention. Furthermore, the Committee recommends that the State party define strategic budgetary lines for children in disadvantaged or vulnerable situations that may require affirmative social measures (for example, children of aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Island descent and children with disabilities) and make sure that those budgetary lines are protected even in situations of economic crisis, natural disasters or other emergencies.

Data collection

21. The Committee welcomes on-going work of the Australia Bureau of Statistics to improve its collection of data relevant to the implementation of the Convention, especially the Longitudinal Study of Australian Children and the Longitudinal Study of Indigenous Children focussing on the development of children and the context in which it occurs. It also notes as positive the State party‟s data collection initiatives such as the Australian Early Development Index, and the collation of nationally comparable data on government funded services for persons with disabilities. However, the Committee remains concerned that this data is not disaggregated and analysed in important areas of the Convention and are sparse or not available, such as on ethnicity, refugee, migrant and internally displaced children, child abuse and neglect and children who are victims of sexual exploitation.

22. The Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.268, para. 20) to strengthen its existing mechanisms of data collection in order to ensure that data are collected on all areas of the Convention in a way that allows for disaggregation, inter alia by children in situations that require special protection. In that light, the Committee specifically recommends that the data should cover all children below the age of 18 years and pay particular attention to ethnicity, sex, disability, socio-economic status and geographic location.

Violence against children and women

45. The Committee is gravely concerned at the high levels of violence against women and children prevailing in the country and notes that there is an inherent risk that the co-existence of domestic violence, lawful corporal punishment, bullying, and other forms of violence in the society are inter-linked, conducing to an escalation and exacerbation of the situation. The Committee is particularly concerned that:

(b) Sterilisation of women and girls with disabilities continues;

(c) Programmes for the reintegration of child victims of domestic violence remain inadequate including because of the absence of monitoring systems of children victims who are reintegrated with their families;

(e) There are no regular and systematic evaluations of the existing measures addressing violence against children in the school, Internet and other contexts.

46. Emphasising the State party‟s obligations under articles 19 and 37(a) of the Convention and the Committee‟s General Comment 13 (2011) on the right of the child to freedom from all forms of violence, the Committee urges the State party to develop federal legislation as a general framework to reduce violence and promote the enactment of similar and complementary legislation at state and territory level. It also recommends that the State party adopt a specific plan of action to make operational the provisions under the National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and Their Children (2010-2022), including such measures as:

(a) Ensuring that the factors contributing to the high levels of violence among Aboriginal women and children are well understood and addressed in national and state/territory plans;

(b) Developing and enforcing strict guidelines to prevent the sterilisation of women and girls who are affected by disabilities and are unable to consent;

(c) Establishing mechanisms for ensuring effective follow-up support for child victims of domestic violence upon their family reintegration;

(d) Developing alternatives for cases where a parent or other family member is the perpetrator; and

(e) Monitoring implementation of anti-violence measures (including corporal punishment and bullying in schools, through Internet, and in other settings) within specific plans and and as part of the 3-year action plan of the National Framework for Protecting Australia‟s Children.

D. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 18 (paras. 1-2), 9-11, 19-21, 25, 27 (para. 4) and 39 of the Convention)
Children deprived of their family environment

50. The Committee is deeply concerned at the significant increase, of approximately 51% between 2005 and 2010, in the number of children placed in out-of-home care and the absence of national data documenting the criteria and decision leading to the placement of a child in care. The Committee is also seriously concerned that there are widespread reports of inadequacies and abuse occurring in the State party‟s system of out-of-home care, including:

(a) Inappropriate placements of children;

(b) Inadequate screening, training, support and assessment of care givers;

(c) Shortage of care options; poorly supported home based carers; mental health issues exacerbated by (or caused in) care;

(d) Poorer outcomes for young people in care than for the general population in terms of health, education, wellbeing and development;

(e) Abuse and neglect of children in care;

(f) Inadequate preparation provided to children leaving care when they turn 18; and

(g) Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who are often placed outside their communities, and in that context, the need for more Aboriginal care providers.

51. The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary efforts to examine the root causes of the extent of child abuse and neglect as well as to provide general data on the reasons that children are being placed in care with a view to addressing them in order to reduce the number It further reiterates its previous recommendations to the State party to take measures to strengthen the current programmes of family support, among others, by targeting the most vulnerable families, in order to reduce the number of children placed in out-of-home care and, if needed, to prefer family-based care. Furthermore, the Committee calls upon the State provide all the necessary human, technical and financial required for improving the situation of children in alternative care placements and to:

(a) Periodically review placements as required under article 25 of the Convention and in doing so to pay particular attention to signs of maltreatment of children;

(b) Develop criteria for the selection, training and support of child-care workers and out-of-home carers and ensure their regular evaluation;

(c) Increase the number of social workers to ensure that the individual needs of each child can be effectively addressed;

(d) Ensure equal access to health care and education for children in care;

(e) Establish accessible and effective child-friendly mechanisms for reporting cases of neglect and abuse and commensurate sanctions for perpetrators;

(f) Adequately prepare and support young people prior to them leaving care by providing for their early involvement in the planning of transition as well as by making assistance available to them following their departure; and

(g) Observe the Committee‟s previous recommendations to fully implement the Indigenous Child Placement Principle and intensify its cooperation with indigenous community leaders and communities to find suitable solutions for indigenous children in need of alternative care within indigenous families.

E. Disability, basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (para. 3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (paras. 1-3) of the Convention)

Children with disabilities

56. The Committee appreciates the State party‟s assessment of its disability support system with its Productivity Commission in July2011. However, taking note of the findings of the Commission, the Committee shares the concerns that the current disability support system is “under-funded, unfair, fragmented and inefficient, and gives people with a disability little choice and no certainty of access to appropriate supports, with children with disabilities frequently failing to receive crucial and timely early intervention services, support for life transitions, and adequate support for the prevention of family or carer crisis and breakdown.” Furthermore, while noting the State party‟s five-year implementation of its Disability Standards for Education 2005, the Committee remains concerned that a significant disparity remains between educational attainments for children with disabilities compared to children without disabilities. Further elaborating on its concerns on the non-therapeutic sterilization stated earlier in this report, the Committee is seriously concerned that the absence of legislation prohibiting such sterilisation is discriminatory and in contravention of article 23(c) of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that the State party‟s legislation allows for disability to be the basis for rejecting an immigration request.

57. In the light of its general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities, the Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Establish a clear legislative definition of disability, including for learning, cognitive and mental disabilities, with the aim of promptly and accurately identifying children with disabilities to effectively address their needs in a non-discriminatory manner;

(b) Strengthen support measures for parents to care for their children with disabilities, and, where such placement in care is considered, to ensure that it is done with full regard to the principle of the best interests of the child;

(c) Adopt a social model approach that is in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, addressing attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinder the full and effective participation of children with disabilities in society on an equal basis, and train all professionals working with or for children with disabilities accordingly;

(d) Undertake greater efforts to make available the necessary professional (i.e. disability specialists) and financial resources, especially at the local level, and to promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups;

(e) Ensure that children with disabilities are able to exercise their right to education, and provide for their inclusion in the mainstream education system to the greatest extent possible, including by considering developing a Disability Education Action Plan to specifically identify current inadequacies in resources, establishes clear objectives with concrete timelines for the implementation of measures to address the educational needs of children with disabilities;

(f) Enact non-discriminatory legislation that prohibits non-therapeutic sterilization of all children, regardless of disability; and ensure that when sterilisation that is strictly on therapeutic grounds does occur, that this be subject to the free and informed consent of children, including those with disabilities; and

 (g) Ensure that all of the State party‟s legislation, including its migration and asylum legislation, does not discriminate against children with disabilities and is in full compliance with its legal obligations under article 23 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Health and health services

58. The Committee appreciates generally satisfactory level of children‟s health in the State party. However, it is concerned about health disparities of children living in rural and remote areas, children in out-of-home care as well as children with disabilities and particularly about the gap in health status between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal children.

59. The Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.268, para. 48) to the State party to undertake all necessary measures to ensure that all children enjoy the same access to and quality of health services with special attention to children in vulnerable situations, especially indigenous children and children living in remote areas. It further urges the State party to address socio-economic disadvantages, which constitute important root causes for the existing health deficits.

60. Furthermore, the Committee recommends that the State party consider the recommendation by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health to support the implementation of mandatory training in child rights for all health professionals.

Mental Health

63. The Committee is concerned that the State party‟s level of funding for mental health continues to be substantially below that of other developed countries, with children and young persons seeking mental health services often facing limited access to and substantial delays in receiving such services. In this context, the Committee shares the concerns stated in the health study published by the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare in 2010 indicating that mental ill-health is the leading health issue for children and young people and largest contributor to the burden of disease in children aged 0-14 years (23 per cent) and young people aged 15-24 years (50 per cent). Furthermore, the Committee is concerned about the high rate of suicidal deaths among young people throughout the State party, particularly among the Aboriginal community. The Committee notes as positive that the State party‟s territory of Western Australia has carried out research investigating the effectiveness of drugs currently used to treat Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) and Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD). However, the Committee remains concerned that current diagnosis procedures may not be adequately addressing the underlying mental health issues linked to it resulting in significant increases and/or erroneous prescription of psycho-stimulants to children diagnosed with ADHD and ADD which is of serious concern.

64. Emphasising the importance of access to child and youth friendly mental health support and services, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Follow-up on the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare health study with measures designed to address the direct and underlying causes of the high rates of mental health problems in children and young people, focussing especially on suicides and other disorders linked to, inter alia, substance abuse, violence and inadequate quality of care in alternative care settings;

(b) Allocate specific resources for improving the availability and quality of early intervention services, training and development of teachers, counsellors, health professionals and others working with children, as well as support to parents;

(c) Develop specialised health services and targeted strategies for children at particular risk of mental health problems, and their families, and ensure accessibility for all those requiring such services with due consideration to their age, sex, socio-economic background, geographical and ethnic origin, etc;

(d) In planning and implementing the above, consult with children and youth for the development of these measures while undertaking awareness-raising on mental health, with a view to ensure better family and community support as well as to reduce the associated stigma; and

(e) Carefully monitor the prescription of psycho-stimulants to children and take initiatives to provide children diagnosed with ADHD and ADD, as well as their parents and teachers, with access to a wider range of psychological, educational and social measures and treatments; and, consider undertaking the collection and analysis of data disaggregated according to substance-type and age with a view to monitoring the possible abuse of psycho-stimulant drugs by children.

Standard of living

67. The Committee welcomes the recent approval of Paid Parental Leave for 18 weeks for eligible parents, including women in casual, part-time or seasonal employment. However, it notes with concern that the scheme is fixed at the national minimum wage, which may not be enough income for many households and is shorter than the required 6 months to exclusively breastfeed children. Given that the percentage of persons living under the poverty line in the State party is at approximately 12%, especially among the aboriginal population, migrants and asylum seekers, and people with disabilities, the Committee notes with appreciation that there are range of measures including various types of subsidies, tax reductions and returns and other support for lower income families. Nevertheless, it remains concerned that these are not equitably available to all families in need and provide it without distinction of place of residence or other discriminating factors.

68. The Committee recommends that the Paid Parental Leave scheme is monitored closely to ensure that parents, especially mothers, are still able to earn an adequate living, while caring and breastfeeding their new-borns and that, after the 18-weeks payment period, appropriate facilities are made available to maintain high quality care of young children and continue breastfeeding until at least 6 months. The Committee also concurs with the Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights recommendation (E/C.12/AUS/CO/4, para. 24) for the State party to develop a holistic anti-poverty strategy that allows a better understanding of its determinants, situate it socially and geographically and adopt specific measures according to gender, age, origin, place of residence, level of education and other such factors.

69. While welcoming additional funding of housing reforms for Aboriginal Australians, as well as the Closing the Gap strategy aiming at the improvement of socio-economic conditions of Aboriginal Australians, the Committee is deeply concerned at the extent of child and youth homelessness in the State party, with State-provided social accommodation facing severe capacity constraints. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that the State party has been unable to provide culturally appropriate housing services to reflect the specific needs of different groups.

70. The Committee recommends that the State party expeditiously undertake a review of its efforts to address the issue of homelessness of children and young people, with a view to using the findings of the review to guide the improvement and further development of a framework for addressing this issue with due regard for the specific experiences and needs of children and young people. In doing so, it is further recommended that the State party develop specific strategies for Aboriginal children, children from newly arrived communities, children leaving care, and children in regional and remote communities. The Committee further recommends that the State party improve its social services, including education, income support, health system, disability service system and employment systems and the coordination amongst these, to strengthen their responsiveness to the needs of children and youth who are at risk of homelessness.

Administration of juvenile justice

81. The Committee regrets that despite its earlier recommendations, the juvenile justice system of the State party still requires substantial reforms for it to conform to international standards, in particular the Committee is concerned that:

 (b) No measures have been taken to ensure that children with mental illnesses and/or intellectual deficiencies who are in conflict with the law are dealt with using appropriate alternative measures without resorting to judicial proceedings (CRC/C/15/Add.268, para. 74(d));

82. The Committee recommends that the State party bring the juvenile justice system fully in line with the Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and with other relevant standards, including the Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules), the Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelines), the Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty (the Havana Rules), the Vienna Guidelines for Action on Children in the Criminal Justice System; and the Committee‟s General Comment No. 10 (2007) on the rights of the child in juvenile justice (CRC/C/GC/10). Furthermore, the Committee reiterates its previous recommendations to:

(b) Deal with children with mental illnesses and/or intellectual deficiencies who are in conflict with the law without resorting to judicial proceedings (CRC/C/15/Add.268, para. 74(d));

(f) Expeditiously establish an accessible and effective mechanism for investigating and addressing cases of abuse at its youth detention centres.

OPSC, Australia

IV. Prevention of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (art. 9, paras. 1 and 2)

Measures adopted to prevent offences prohibited under the Optional Protocol

21. The Committee notes the efforts undertaken by the State party aimed at preventing offences under the Optional Protocol. However, the Committee is concerned that targeted preventive measures against the exploitation of children, as well as measures to identify the root causes and extent, remain limited. The Committee is further concerned that prevention measures are limited and that the social work centres may not be adequately equipped to carry out activities for prevention and identification as mandated. In this regard, the Committee is especially concerned about:

(d) The limited availability and accessibility of services for children in street situation, children with disabilities, and children victims of domestic violence;

22. The Committee encourages the State party to undertake research on the extent and root causes of the exploitation of children, including prostitution and pornography, in order to identify children at risk and to assess the extent of the problem and recommends to the State party to:

(d) Ensure that the children belonging to the most vulnerable groups, in particular, children in street situation, children victims of domestic violence and children with disabilities are provided with holistic reintegration programs;

(f) Seek, for the purpose of more effective prevention in the areas covered by the Optional Protocol, technical assistance from inter alia, UNICEF and other international organizations and agencies.
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II. Follow-up measures undertaken and progress achieved by the State party

4. The Committee also welcomes the ratification or signature of:

(a) The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, in 2010;

(b) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in 2011;

(c) The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in 2011;

Data collection

16. The Committee remains deeply concerned that the State party has no centralised national registry for the collection of data, with individual Ministries and Services implementing separate data collection systems which are not inter-linked or coordinated. In this context, the Committee is also concerned at the severe lack of disaggregated data, inter alia, with regard to urban/rural residence, membership of minority group, ethnicity, religion, and disability.

17. The Committee urges the State party to expeditiously take measures to establish a comprehensive system for data collection, analysis and monitoring, with data that is disaggregated by age, gender, ethnicity, geographic region and socio-economic background. In doing so, it particularly recommends that the State party undertake a review of its existing data collection systems with a view to using the findings of the study for the establishment of a centralised comprehensive system for the collection of disaggregated statistics and other information on a regular basis, as well as develop child-specific rights indicators.

E. Disability, basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (para. 3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (paras. 1-3) of the Convention)

Children with disabilities

38. The Committee welcomes the State party’s Ministry of Education and Culture establishing a Mechanism for Identification and Support of Children with learning difficulties, emotional and other problems. However, it is concerned that the State party has no definition of inclusive education incorporated into its law. It is further concerned that there are insufficient measures to ensure that mainstream schools are accessible to all children with disabilities.

39. The Committee recommends that the State party establish a clear legislative definition of inclusive education. It further recommends that the State party adopt measures, including reasonable accommodation in all schools, to ensure that children with disabilities are able to exercise their right to education, and provide for their inclusion in the mainstream education system.

G. Special protection measures (arts. 22, 30, 38, 39, 40, 37 (b)-(d), and 32-36 of the Convention)

Asylum-seeking, refugee and internally displaced children

46. The Committee welcomes the State party’s adoption of further amendments to its Refugee Law between 2002 and 2009 to further transpose the European Union Asylum Acquis and international protection standards into its national law. However, the Committee remains deeply concerned about the situation of asylum-seeking and refugee children in the State party, particularly with regard to:

c) Denial of sponsored specialized medical care abroad to refugee and asylum-seeking children, even in cases where permanent disability is a foreseen risk and the frequent denial of special needs benefits;

47. The Committee urges the State party to take urgent and necessary measures, including to adequately address the situation of asylum-seeking children and, in doing so, take every necessary measure to:

c) Ensure the full application of its Refugee Law and its Reception Conditions Regulations to provide refugees with the same level of health care as nationals, including adequate medical care to persons with special needs, and free medical care, when they do not have the means;

d) Ensure that children of internally displaced persons have equal access to all essential services, including housing schemes.

In considering the above recommendations, the Committee draws the State party’s attention to the Guidelines on International Protection: child asylum claims under articles 1(A)2 and 1(F) of the 1951 Convention and/or 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees issued by UNHCR in December 2009. The Committee also encourages the State party to consider ratifying the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Statelessness and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.
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II. Follow-up measures undertaken and progress achieved by the State party 
3. The Committee notes with appreciation the adoption of the following legislative measures: 

 (c) Law 3699/2008 on special education of persons with disabilities or special educational needs;

4. The Committee also notes with appreciation the ratification or accession to:

 (c) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (in 2012);

IV. Main areas of concern and recommendations 
A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6 of the Convention)
Allocation of resources

17. While noting the serious financial and economic crisis currently being faced by the State party, the Committee expresses its deep concern at the negative effects that it is having on public spending affecting services provided to children and on subsistence costs incurred by families on basic needs such as food, fuel and housing, including increasing demands on payments for public services such as health. In addition, the Committee reiterates its concern that the national budget and the budget process do not allow for a clear understanding and identification of financial resources allocated for the implementation of the rights of children at national and local levels due, among others, to limitations of clear objectives, targets and data, that would allow for adequate monitoring of spending and evaluation of results. The Committee is also concerned at the persistence of corruption in public institutions, the judiciary and other sectors.

18. The Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Increase and prioritize budgetary allocations to ensure the implementation of the rights of the child at all levels, especially aiming at protecting the services provided for children from cuts in the current financial situation and ensuring that they are further sustained and developed bearing in mind the need for services to be equitable and of quality;

(b) Pay particular attention to investments on the protection of the rights of children in situations of vulnerability including children with disabilities, Roma children, children belonging to the Muslim community, unaccompanied, migrant and asylum-seeking children by, inter alia, defining strategic budgetary lines that are protected even in situations of economic crisis, natural disasters and emergencies;

(c) Establish a budget process with clear allocations to children in the relevant sectors and agencies, as well as specific indicators and a tracking system;

(d) Establish mechanisms to monitor and evaluate the efficacy, adequacy and equitability of the distribution of resources allocated to the implementation of the Convention;

(e) Do the above in light of the Committee’s recommendations during its Day of General Discussion in 2007 on “Resources for the Rights of the Child – Responsibility of States” and with emphasis on articles 2, 3, 4 and 6 of the Convention; and

(f) Increase anti-corruption efforts to ensure transparent fiscal management.

Data collection

19. The Committee is concerned at the lack of a national database with comprehensive and disaggregated data on children. In particular, the Committee is concerned at the lack of statistics on children at risk of domestic violence and/or other forms of abuse and ill-treatment, children victims of sexual exploitation and abuse, and other children in need of special protection including children with disabilities, unaccompanied children, and refugee and asylum-seeking children.

20. Recalling its general comment No. 5 (2003) on the general measures of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and reiterating its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.170, 2002, para. 24), the Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its mechanisms for data collection by establishing a national central database on children, and developing indicators consistent with the Convention, in order to ensure that data is collected on all areas covered by the Convention, particularly on violence, trafficking, and sexual exploitation of children, disaggregated, inter alia, by age, sex, ethnic and socioeconomic background, and by groups of children in need of special protection.

B. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Convention)

Non-discrimination
26. While noting some measures taken to address the discrimination against Roma children, such as the adoption of the New National Roma Integration Strategy in 2010 which focuses on education, health, employment and housing, the Committee expresses concern at the persistent discrimination against Roma children, children of Turkish origin, children belonging to the Muslim community of Thrace, and children from groups identifying themselves as belonging to the Macedonian minority, particularly in their access to education and essential services. It is also concerned at the existence of discrimination towards children with disabilities, children in street situations and children of undocumented migrant parents. The Committee is further concerned at the local disparities in different regions of the State party.

27. In light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee urges the State party to ensure that all children in the State party enjoy equal rights without discrimination on any ground, and to this end:

(a) Review domestic laws and expeditiously take all measures necessary to ensure that all children in the State party’s territory be treated equally and as individuals;

(b) Ensure that children of Roma origin, children belonging to the Muslim community of Thrace, children of Turkish origin, children from groups identifying themselves as belonging to Macedonian minority, as well as children with disabilities, children with disabilities and children of undocumented migrant parents, have equal access to health and social services and to quality education and that relevant services used by these children are allocated sufficient financial and human resources; and

(c) Enhance monitoring of programmes and services implemented by local authorities with a view to identifying and eliminating disparities.

Respect of the views of the child

30. While noting the establishment of the Youth Parliament by the State party’s Parliament and the Ministry of Education, in cooperation with the Ministry of Education of Cyprus, the Committee is concerned at the lack of information with regards to the representation of children from ethnic, religious, linguistic or cultural groups in the Youth Parliament. The Committee is further concerned that in spite of existing provisions of the State party’s legislation on the respect of the views of the child (article 1511 of the Civil Code and article 681 C, paragraph 2 of the Code of Civil Procedure), these provisions are rarely used by the courts, mainly because of lack of awareness, which means that children’s views are not taken into account. The Committee is also concerned at the lack of information on the measures taken to ensure the right to be heard of Roma children and children of Turkish origin, and of children with disabilities.

31. The Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.170, paragraph 39), and recommends that the State party:

(a) Ensure that the Youth Parliament is representative of all sectors of the State party’s child population, and that the right to be heard is guaranteed for all children, including children from distinct ethnic, religious, linguistic or cultural groups;

(b) Strengthen its efforts, including in respect of legislation, to ensure that children’s views are heard and taken into consideration in all judicial, administrative and other decisions affecting them and in accordance with the child’s age and maturity; and

(c) Ensure that professionals in the juridical, welfare and other sectors dealing with children systematically receive appropriate training on hearing and taking into account children views in all decisions affecting them and in accordance with the child’s age and maturity.

Violence against children including abuse and neglect

46. The Committee welcomes the first National Strategic Plan for Children and Adolescents 2006-2009, which refers to objectives and measures to fight violence against children and the establishment in 2011 of a network against violence in schools, to which the Ministry of Education is a founding member, for the prevention and treatment of violence and bullying in schools. While noting the adoption of Law 3500/2006 “regarding domestic violence and other provisions” which protects women, children, elderly persons, persons with disabilities as well as of several legislative measures to protect children against abuse and neglect, the Committee is concerned at the general lack of information on all these phenomena, reliable statistical data collected by the State party to evaluate and monitor the implementation of the legislation, information on sanctions imposed on the perpetrators, as well as at the lack of information with regards to the complaint mechanism for child victims. It is also concerned at the inadequacy of the staff and services dealing with child victims of abuse and neglect.

47. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Strengthen mechanisms for monitoring the number of cases and the extent of violence, sexual abuse, neglect, maltreatment or exploitation, including within the family, in schools and in institutional and other care;

(b) Ensure that professionals working with and for children (including teachers, social workers, medical professionals, members of the police and the judiciary) receive training on their obligation to report and take appropriate action in suspected cases of abuse, domestic violence and neglect affecting children;

(c) Strengthen support for victims of violence, abuse, neglect and maltreatment in order to ensure that they are not victimized once again during legal proceedings; and

(d) Provide access to adequate services for recovery, counselling and other forms of integration in all parts of the country.

48. The Committee draws the State party’s attention to general comment No. 13 and recommends that the State party:

(a) Prioritize the elimination of all forms of violence against children, including by ensuring the implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations study on violence against children (A/61/299), taking into account the outcome and recommendations of the Regional Consultations for Europe and Central Asia (held in Ljubljana, Slovenia, 5-7 July 2005), and paying particular attention to gender;

(b) Provide information concerning the implementation by the State party of the recommendations of the above-mentioned study in its next periodic report, particularly those highlighted by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on violence against children, in particular:

(i) The development of a national comprehensive strategy to prevent and address all forms of violence and ill-treatment against children;

(ii) The introduction of an explicit national legal ban on all forms of violence against children in all settings;

(iii) The consolidation of a national system of data collection, analysis and dissemination, and a research agenda on violence and ill-treatment against children.

E. Disability, basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (para. 3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (paras. 1-3) of the Convention)

Children with disabilities

49. The Committee notes that the State party has adopted laws and established services and institutions with the aim of supporting children with disabilities, promoting their social participation, including joint learning in schools, and developing their independence. However, the Committee remains concerned that deep-rooted discrimination still exists and that measures for children with disabilities are not carefully monitored, as well as the unavailability of the statistical data on children with disabilities in the State party. It is deeply concerned at the widespread use of institutionalization, mainly because of lack of day care and community services for children with the most serious forms of disabilities. The Committee is further deeply concerned about the recently reported case of Children’s Care Centre in Lechaina of children with disabilities living under inhumane and unacceptable conditions including being systematically sedated and subject to practices such as being tied to their beds, and the use of cage beds due to shortage of staff.

50. The Committee recommends that the State party, in accordance with its General comment No.9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities:

(a) Revise and adopt specific legislation in order to fully protect all children with disabilities, and establish a monitoring system, which carefully records progress made and identifies shortcomings in implementation;

(b) Provide community-based services that focus on enhancing the quality of life of children with disabilities, meeting their basic needs and ensuring their inclusion and participation;

(c) Make every effort to provide programmes and services for children with disabilities with adequate human and financial resources and periodic monitoring of placement of children with disabilities and to adopt, as a matter of priority, measures to ensure that no children with disabilities are placed under such inhumane conditions. Furthermore, placement in residential institutions should be the last resort, depending on the needs of the child;

(d) Equip schools with the necessary facilities for the inclusive education of children with disabilities and ensure that they can choose their preferred school or move between regular schools and special needs schools according to their best interests;

(e) Provide assistance to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working for and with children with disabilities; and

(f) Ensure that residential centres for children and persons with disabilities are adequately staffed and that training is provided for professional staff working with children with disabilities, such as teachers, social workers, health, medical, therapeutic and care personnel.
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II. Follow-up measures undertaken and progress achieved by the State party

3. The Committee welcomes as positive the comprehensive human rights reform

process undertaken by the State party, including numerous constitutional amendments and

legislative reform packages, in particular the adoption of the following legislative

measures:

(c) Legal Amendments concerning the Persons with Disabilities (2005), on

education, rehabilitation, care and social security of children with disabilities;

4. The Committee also notes with appreciation the ratification or accession to:

(c) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in 2009;

5. The Committee also welcomes and commends the adoption of policies and programmes that promote the rights and wellbeing of children, including:

 (c) Disability Action Plan (2006-2015);

Data collection

20. The Committee welcomes recent improvements in the data collection system of the State party and data provided by the State party in its report and written replies on some areas covered under Convention. However, The Committee remains concerned about the lack of regular data in areas like child poverty and well-being, child labour, children with disabilities, injury and risk behaviour. It also regrets lack of data disaggregated by gender, geographic location, ethnicity and socio-economic background, which would help the monitoring of equal enjoyment of their rights by all children in the State party.

21. The Committee encourages the State party to set up a comprehensive data collection system to provide with regular and timely data, especially in areas like child poverty and well-being, child labour, children with disabilities, injury and risk behaviour, and to analyze the data collected as a basis for assessing progress achieved in the realization of child rights and designing policies and programmes to implement the Convention. The data should be disaggregated by age, sex, geographic location, ethnicity, and socio-economic background to facilitate analysis on the situation of all children.

C. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Convention)

Non-discrimination
28. The Committee reiterates its concern that the principle of non-discrimination is not fully implemented for children belonging to minorities not recognized under the Treaty of Lausanne of 1923, in particular children of Kurdish origin; children with disabilities; girls; refugee and asylum-seeking children; and children living in Eastern and South-Eastern regions and in rural areas, especially with regard to their access to adequate health and education.

29. The Committee reiterates its recommendation that the State party take appropriate measures to prevent and combat discrimination. It also recommends the collection of appropriate disaggregated data to enable monitoring of discrimination against all children, in particular those belonging to the above-mentioned vulnerable groups, with a view to developing comprehensive strategies aimed at ending all forms of discrimination. The Committee further recommends the State party to include information in its next periodic report on measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party in follow-up to the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, as well as the outcome document adopted at the 2009 Durban Review Conference.

Freedom of association and peaceful assembly

38. The Committee takes note of the improvements in ensuring freedom of association, primarily though the Law of Association (2004), which allows children over the age of 15 “with the requisite mental maturity” to establish children’s associations with the written permission of their legal guardians, while children over the age of 12 may join children’s associations, with the written permission of their legal guardians. However, the Committee notes with concern that obstacles to children’s freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly still exist, such as the minimum age of 19 to form an organisational committee for out-doors meetings as well as extensive bureaucratic procedures in establishing associations.

39. The Committee recommends that the State party continue its efforts to ensure full enjoyment of the freedoms of expression, association and peaceful assembly for children through amending legislation to remove remaining obstacles to these rights, including the minimum age to form an organisational committee for out-door meetings. The Committee further recommends that the State party take all measures to remove other obstacles in procedures and facilitate the process to ensure that children are able to exercise their rights in accordance with the law.

Corporal punishment

44. The Committee takes note of the amendment to the Civil Code (2002) which removed the parents’ “right of correction” as well as amendments to the criminal legislation which prohibit corporal punishment as a sentence for crime and as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions. The Committee however remains concerned that corporal punishment is still not explicitly prohibited in the home and in alternative care settings. The Committee is concerned at reports that corporal punishment is considered acceptable in homes and that corporal punishment has been in some cases used in psychiatric facilities and rehabilitation centres. The Committee notes that while corporal punishment is prohibited in schools, reports indicate prevalence of this practice in addition to a continued perception amongst adults of its educational value which raises grave concern over the interpretation and implementation of the ban of corporal punishment in schools.

45. The Committee reiterates its previous concerns and concluding observations (CRC/C/THA/CO/2, paras. 40 and 41), in line with its General Comment No. 13 (2011) on the right of the child to freedom from all forms of violence and its General Comment No. 8 (2006), on the right of the child to protection from corporal punishment and other cruel or degrading forms of punishment in adopting measures to combat all forms of violence against children.

The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) eliminate the practice of corporal punishment, including by explicitly prohibiting corporal punishment in the home and in alternative care settings;

(b) monitor the implementation of the prohibition of corporal punishment in schools, including investigating and taking appropriate action against perpetrators;

(c) develop measures to raise awareness on the harmful effects of corporal punishment and promote alternative forms of discipline in families.

E. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 18 (paras. 1-2), 9-11, 19-21, 25, 27 (para. 4) and 39 of the Convention)

Children deprived of a family environment

46. The Committee takes note of the efforts undertaken by the State party in improving conditions of children deprived of parental care, including by adopting the Law on Child Protection (2005) and the continued process of deinstitutionalization. Despite these efforts, the Committee is concerned at reports of high numbers of children remaining in institutions with inadequate conditions, limited staff capacity, inadequacy of educational support or recreational activities.

47. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) continue its efforts to improve the conditions for children deprived of parental care, in particular by providing more qualified professionals and effective monitoring of conditions for such children;

(b) consider conducting an impartial evaluation of the child care system and the de-institutionalization process so far, with a view to identifying both good practices and areas where adjustment may be necessary. In this respect, the Committee encourages the State party to seek the cooperation of UNICEF;

(c) take into account the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children annexed to the United Nations General Assembly resolution 64/142 of 20 December 2009.

F. Basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (para. 3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (paras. 1-3) of the Convention)

Children with disabilities

50. The Committee welcomes the legal amendments concerning the people with disabilities of 2005 which provides for education, rehabilitation, care and social security services for children with disabilities. Despite the State party’s efforts to provide children with access to education, it is concerned that a large number of school age children with disabilities do not enjoy their rights to education and a high percentage of children with disabilities remain in special education programs. Furthermore, the Committee regrets that the State party did not provide sufficient information as to whether support for children with disabilities reaches children everywhere, whether it is adequate and whether the goal of integrating them into the community is sufficiently attained.

51. The Committee recommends that the State party intensify its efforts to ensure the full enjoyment of the rights of children with disabilities and provide in its next periodic report information on the extent, quality and outcome of services and programs. In light of the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities, it is also recommended that the State further encourage their inclusion in society and integration into the regular educational system, including by providing special training to teachers and by making schools more accessible.
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II. Follow-up measures undertaken and progress achieved by the State party 
3. The Committee welcomes as positive the adoption of the following legislative measures: 

(b) Law on People with Disabilities 2010;

III. Main areas of concern and recommendations 
A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6, of the Convention)
Allocation of resources

17. While noting the increasing budget expenditure for education and health in recent years and recognizing the challenges the State party faces in the process of rapid socio-economic development, the Committee remains concerned about the scarcity of resources allocated for children, as well as the disparities in the allocation for and spending on children, particularly in the areas of early childhood, child protection, education and health. This particularly affects children living in remote areas, children with disabilities and children belonging to ethnic minorities and indigenous groups. The Committee is also concerned about the lack of specific information on earmarked resources for children in the State party. While the Committee is aware of efforts made during the review period to combat corruption, including through the adoption of the Anti-Corruption Law (2005) and the subsequent establishment of the Office of the Steering Committee for Anti-Corruption, it is still concerned at the high levels of corruption which reduce the funds available for the implementation of children's rights.

18. The Committee recommends, in light of the recommendations resulting from its 2007 day of general discussion on resources for the rights of the child - responsibility of States that the State party:

(a) Review and increase where necessary the level of financial resources allocated for the implementation of the Convention, and prioritize budgetary allocations for it. In this regard, the Committee urges the State party to allocate more resources for social protection policies and programs, including for child protection, and in doing so to pay particular attention to the socially and economically disadvantaged and marginalized children, especially children living in remote areas, children with disabilities and children belonging to ethnic minorities and indigenous groups;

(b) Develop capacity to utilize a child rights approach in the elaboration of the national budget by implementing a tracking system for the allocation and the use of resources for children throughout the budget, thus providing visibility to the investment in children; and

(c) Ensure transparent and participatory budgeting processes through public dialogue, especially involving children where possible.

C. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Convention)

Non-discrimination

29. The Committee is aware of the efforts invested during the review period by the State party to eliminate discrimination against various vulnerable groups of children. This includes the adoption of special measures to improve education and health services delivery to children belonging to ethnic minorities, children with disabilities and migrant children. However, the Committee is seriously concerned at laws and practices that continue to discriminate against children and the persistence of both direct and indirect discrimination against children in vulnerable situations in the State party. In particular, the Committee is concerned at the following:

(a) The continued stigmatization and discriminating societal perception of children with disabilities, leading to their marginalization in all settings;

30. In the light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee urges the State party to ensure that all children in the State party effectively enjoy equal rights under the Convention without discrimination on any ground, and to this end:

(a) Expeditiously take all measures necessary to ensure the effective elimination of any form of discrimination against children with disabilities, in particular in the education and health system and the provision of essential services. Inter alia, the State party is recommended to amend its legislation so as to ensure that discrimination against children on the grounds of disability is explicitly prohibited by law as expressed in its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.200, 2003 para. 23(a)); take steps to promote the positive image of children with disabilities in all settings and launch campaigns to raise awareness and combat the stigma associated with children with disabilities;

(e) Establish a specific monitoring and evaluation system to closely track progress and results of these policies and programs, and inform the Committee in its next periodic report on the progress achieved.

D. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 18 (paras. 1-2), 9-11, 19-21, 25, 27 (para. 4) and 39 of the Convention) 

Alternative care

49. The Committee welcomes the progress made towards the deinstitutionalisation of care for children deprived of a family environment including the development of specific social assistance policies. Nevertheless, it is concerned at the high prevalence of institutionalisation of children, in particular children with disabilities, children with HIV, children whose both parents or one of them is deceased, as well as abandoned and unwanted children. The Committee is further concerned about the unreliable data related to the magnitude of child institutionalisation in the State party. While being aware of the development of National Minimum Standards of Care in residential facilities, the Committee is highly concerned about: the lack of adherence to the Convention‟s principles in most of the residential care facilities; reports of physical abuse and sexual exploitation of children in residential institutions; and the long periods during which children deprived of family environment are placed in institutions.

50. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Develop a strategy for the deinstitutionalisation of children with a clear time frame and budget, which includes the reintegration of children with their families, while taking into account the best interests and the views of the child as far as possible;

(b) Ensure that all residential institutions for children are well financed and equipped with adequate human and technical resources, registered and officially authorized to exert as alternative care institutions, and ensure their strict adherence to the National Minimum Standards of Care;

(c) Develop clear guidelines in order to ensure that children’s rights are respected throughout the entire process of placement in alternative care, and ensure systematic periodic review of the quality of care and regular training of its relevant professionals, including in child rights, while taking into account the UN Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children (General Assembly resolution 64/142 of 18 December 2009, annex);

(d) Develop community-based alternative care policies and programs with a view to reducing the number of children placed in institutions; and

(e) Establish mechanisms for receiving complaints, investigations and prosecutions for child abuse in alternative care settings and ensure that victims of abuse have access to complaints procedures, counselling, medical care and other recovery assistance as appropriate.

E. Disability, basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (para. 3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (paras. 1-3) and 33 of the Convention)

Children with disabilities

54. The Committee notes the State party‟s intent to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. However, the Committee is highly concerned about the alarmingly disadvantaged position children with disability suffer from with regards to their right to education, whereby 52% of children with disabilities have no access to school, and the vast majority do not finish primary school. The Committee further notes with concern the lack of trained teachers to teach children with learning or developmental delays and the lack of adequate teaching equipment and materials, as well as the regional disparities in the provision of specialist teachers in schools. The Committee is moreover concerned that the barriers preventing children with disabilities exercising their rights are regarded as a consequence of their disability, rather than an issue arising from the social and economic structure of the society that impedes their social inclusion, resulting also in a high rate of institutionalisation of children with disabilities.

55. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Expeditiously undertake the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to provide legal protection for children with disabilities;

(b) Review existing policies and programs to develop a rights-based approach in relation to children with disabilities, and effectively implement inclusive education and free-tuition policies in order to further facilitate children with disabilities in having access to school;

(c) Provide sufficient numbers of teachers with skills on inclusive education to all schools so that all children with disabilities can enjoy access to high-quality inclusive education, with a particular focus on children with disabilities living in rural areas;

(d) Raise public awareness, and include children with disabilities in these awareness-raising and social change interventions, to address widespread stigma and discrimination. In addition reduce the trend to institutionalise children with disabilities and seek community-based child care solutions; and

(e) Take into account the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities in this respect.

H. Ratification of international human rights instruments

79. The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the core United Nations human rights treaties and the Optional Protocols thereto to which it is not yet a party, in particular, ...  the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities ... .
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