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IDA recommendations for Concluding Observations, CRC 62nd Session
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following recommendations for the Concluding Observations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State report and List of Issues.

GUINEA

Guinea ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 8 February 2008.

IDA suggested recommendations for Concluding Observations :
· Collect adequate data on children and adults with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, and use disaggregated data and results of studies to develop policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for them in society.
· Review laws and policies with respect to children with disabilities to eliminate the medical model of disability and to promote the social and human rights based approach which acknowledges that the disabling factors reside in the environmental and attitudinal barriers created by society, and that all children and adults with disabilities are subjects of their own rights.  
· Undertake awareness raising campaigns aimed at the government, public and families to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities and their role as active participants and contributors to society.
· Take steps to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, and to parents with disabilities
· Address the heightened risk for children with disabilities, in particular girls, of becoming victims of violence, abuse, exploitation and other harmful practices in the home, institutions and the community, and adopt urgent measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to children with disabilities living in institutions and the community, and that complaint mechanisms are made accessible for children with disabilities to report violence in the home, in school and care facilities.
· Adopt measures to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate formats.
Develop in the law and policy inclusive education to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can benefit from schooling which is responsive and supportive of each child’s learning needs. Conduct awareness raising campaigns in the community and amongst families of the need for children to go to school to develop to their fullest potential and incorporate inclusive education as an integral part of core teacher training for all teachers. Make available support in classrooms, and the accessibility of educational materials, curricula, and school environments, including the use and teaching of sign language in schools.  

· Engage in consultation with children and adults with disabilities, and their representative organisations, to ensure that the development and implementation of legislation and policies and other decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons with disabilities, including international cooperation programmes, are fully inclusive and accessible in accordance with Articles 4(3) and 32 of the CRPD.

List of issues
Part I

10.
10. Please indicate the special measures taken to promote the inclusion of children with disabilities in the mainstream school system.
Part III

3.
Please indicate the number of children with disabilities identified in 2009, 2010 and 2011 (disaggregated by age, sex, type of disability, ethnic origin and geographic location) and the percentage of children with disabilities who have access to inclusive education
ANNEX : Disability references in Treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to Giuinea

Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, 20th session, CRC/C/15/Add.100, 1999
10. Concern is expressed at the lack of a systematic, comprehensive and disaggregated quantitative and qualitative data-collection mechanism for all areas covered by the Convention, especially the most hidden, such as child abuse or ill-treatment, but also in relation to all vulnerable groups of children, including girls, children with disabilities, children living in rural areas, children living in poverty, children born out of wedlock, children victims of sale, trafficking and prostitution and refugee children.  The Committee recommends that the State party develop a comprehensive system of collecting disaggregated data, in order to gather all necessary information on the situation of all children under 18 years of age in the various areas covered by the Convention, including children belonging to vulnerable groups. 

Technical cooperation in this area from, inter alia, UNICEF is encouraged.

17. With regard to the implementation of article 2, insufficient measures have been adopted to ensure the full enjoyment by all children of the rights recognized in the Convention, in particular in relation to matters of inheritance, as well as access to education and health services.  The Committee is particularly concerned at the situation of vulnerable groups of

children, such as girl children, children with disabilities, children living in rural areas, children living in poverty, refugee children and children born out of wedlock.  The Committee recommends that a more active approach be taken to eliminate discrimination against vulnerable groups of children.

28. In relation to the situation of children with disabilities, the Committee expresses its concern at the limited infrastructure, qualified staff and specialized institutions.  In the light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96), the Committee recommends that the State party develop early identification programmes to prevent disabilities, implement alternative measures to the institutionalization of children with disabilities, envisage awareness-raising campaigns to reduce discrimination, establish special education programmes and centres and encourage the inclusion of disabled children in society.  The Committee further recommends that the State party seek technical cooperation for the training of professional staff working with and for children with disabilities.

GUYANA

Guyana signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 11 April 2007.

IDA suggested recommendations for Concluding Observations :

· Collect adequate data on children and adults with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, and use disaggregated data and results of studies to develop policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for them in society.
· Review laws and policies with respect to children with disabilities to eliminate the medical model of disability and to promote the social and human rights based approach which acknowledges that the disabling factors reside in the environmental and attitudinal barriers created by society, and that all children and adults with disabilities are subjects of their own rights.  
· Take steps to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, and to parents with disabilities
· Address the heightened risk for children with disabilities, in particular girls with disabilities, of becoming victims of violence, exploitation, abuse, and other harmful practices and adopt sanctions for perpetrators and urgent measures to ensure that both services and information for victims, including complaint mechanisms, are made accessible to children with disabilities, and that complaint mechanisms are made accessible for children with disabilities to report violence in the home, in school and care facilities.  
· Adopt measures to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate formats.
· Develop in the law and policy inclusive education to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can benefit from schooling which is responsive and supportive of each child’s learning needs. Conduct awareness raising campaigns in the community and amongst families of the need for children to go to school to develop to their fullest potential and incorporate inclusive education as an integral part of core teacher training for all teachers. Make available support in classrooms, and the accessibility of educational materials, curricula, and school environments, including the use and teaching of sign language in schools.  
· Introduce measures in compliance with Article 12 CRC to ensure that children and young people in mental health settings have the right and opportunity to freely express their views on matters of treatment, services and support, and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child, without any discrimination based on disability, and that they have access to age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights. 
· Engage in consultation with children and adults with disabilities, and their representative organisations, to ensure that the development and implementation of legislation and policies and other decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons with disabilities, including international cooperation programmes, are fully inclusive and accessible in accordance with Articles 4(3) and 32 of the CRPD.

· Take steps to ratify the CRPD and accede to its Optional Protocol.
List of issues
Part I- 8.
Please inform the Committee of the measures taken to implement the 2010 Persons with Disabilities Act in respect of children with disabilities, especially with regard to their access to all services, including public buildings and transportation, and integration into mainstream education, and to address specifically the situation of children with disabilities living in remote areas.

Part III- 3.
Please specify the number of children with disabilities, up to the age of 18, disaggregated by age, sex, type of disability, ethnic origin and socio-economic background covering the years 2010, 2011 and 2012:

(a)
living with their families; 

(b)
living in institutions; 

(c)
placed in foster care; 

(d)
attending regular schools; 

(e)
attending special schools; and 

(f)
not attending school.
ANNEX: Disability references in previous Concluding Observations with respect to Guyana
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, 35th session, CRC/C/15/ADD.224, 2004
22.  The Committee is concerned that, as noted by the State party, societal discrimination persists against girls and vulnerable groups of children, including children living in poverty, Amerindian children and children with disabilities, and that the Constitution does not prohibit discrimination on the grounds of disability.

23.  The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to adopt appropriate legislation, to ensure implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and to adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups.

Children with disabilities

39.  The Committee notes with appreciation the formulation of a National Policy on the Rights of People with Disabilities in 1997 and the establishment of its monitoring body, the Commission on Persons with Disabilities.  However, the Committee remains concerned at the societal discrimination experienced by children with disabilities, the inaccessibility of buildings and transportation for them, the absence of an inclusive policy and the situation of children with disabilities in remote areas who are doubly disadvantaged.

16.  The Committee is concerned at the lack of disaggregated and adequate data on persons under the age of 18 years in all areas covered by the Convention, including the most vulnerable groups, children living in poverty, children living in rural areas, children with disabilities, Amerindian children and street children.

17.  The Committee recommends that the State party modernize and strengthen its system for collecting disaggregated data as a basis to assess progress achieved in the realization of children’s rights and to help design policies to implement the Convention.  In this regard, it also recommends that the State party seek technical assistance from, inter alia, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Population Fund and other appropriate regional mechanisms, including the Inter-American Children’s Institute.

MALTA

Malta ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 10 October 2012.

IDA suggested recommendations for Concluding Observations :
· Introduce measures in compliance with Article 12 CRC to ensure that children and young people in mental health settings have the right and opportunity to freely express their views on matters of treatment, services and support, and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child, without any discrimination based on disability, and that they have access to age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights. 
· Review laws and policies with respect to children with disabilities to eliminate the medical model of disability and to promote the social and human rights based approach which acknowledges that the disabling factors reside in the environmental and attitudinal barriers created by society, and that all children and adults with disabilities are subjects of their own rights.  
· Undertake awareness raising campaigns aimed at the government, public and families to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities and their role as active participants and contributors to society.
· Address the heightened risk for children with disabilities, in particular girls, of becoming victims of violence, abuse, exploitation and other harmful practices in the home, institutions and the community, and adopt urgent measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to children with disabilities living in institutions and the community, and that complaint mechanisms are made accessible for children with disabilities to report violence in the home, in school and care facilities.
· Adopt measures to ensure that all information, education, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health are made accessible to boys and girls with disabilities, in age-appropriate formats and that they are respectful of the dignity and integrity of persons with disabilities based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned.
· Adopt measures to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate formats.
· Devise a general plan for the deinstitutionalisation of children with disabilities and the development of community based services in close consultation with organisations of persons with disabilities.

· Adopt measures in the law to ensure the implementation of inclusive education of children with disabilities, such as ensuring inclusive education is an integral part of core teacher training in universities; require individual education plans for all students; ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms, educational materials and curricula, ensure the accessibility of physical school environments, encourage the teaching of sign language and disability culture, allocate budget for all of the above.
List of issues
Part I

4.
Please inform the Committee on measures taken by the State party to prevent discrimination which exist against children with disabilities and migrant children.
8.
Please inform the Committee whether the policy on inclusive education (2000) has been evaluated indicating the impact it had on the enjoyment of the right to education by children with disability. Further, please provide information on whether inclusive education is included as an integral part of teacher training curricula in universities.
Part III

3.
Please provide data on the number of children separated from their families during the years 2009-2012. In doing so, please include information on:

(a)
Factors responsible for the separation; 
(b)
Type of placement allocated; 
(c)
Body/organization providing such placement; and 
(d)
Duration of such placement.
ANNEX : Disability references in Treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to Malta
Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, 47th session, CEDAW/C/MLT/CO/4, 2010
43. The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments1 would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, namely the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
34. While noting the free access to health care, the Committee is concerned about the insufficient access to reproductive health-care services for women. The Committee notes with concern that education on sexual and reproductive health and rights is not part of the curriculum. The Committee is further concerned that abortion is illegal in all cases under the law of the State party and that women who choose to undergo abortion are subject to imprisonment. The Committee further regrets that the data provided by the State party on the health and health care, including mental health care, of its population in its periodic report was not disaggregated by sex.

35. The Committee calls on the State party to increase its efforts to improve the availability of sexual and reproductive health services, including family planning, to mobilize resources for that purpose and to monitor the actual access to those services by women. It further recommends that the National Policy on Sexual Health, which is being finalized, ensure that family planning and reproductive health education are widely promoted and targeted at girls and boys, with special attention to the prevention of early pregnancies of underage girls including the control of sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS. The Committee urges the State party to review its legislation on abortion and consider exceptions to the general prohibition of abortion for cases of therapeutic abortion and when the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. It further urges the State party to remove from its legislation the punitive provisions for women who undergo abortion, in line with the Committee’s general recommendation No. 24 and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. The Committee also requests the State party to provide, in its next report, sex-disaggregated data on health and the provision of health care, including mental health care. 
CESCR Committee Concluding Observations, 33rd session E/C.12/1/ADD.101, 2004
6.         The Committee welcomes the establishment of the National Commission on Persons with Disability in 1987 and the enactment in 2000 of the Equal Opportunities Act.
13.       While noting the measures taken by the State party to promote the rights of persons with disabilities, the Committee is concerned about the lack of incentives for employers to hire such persons.
31.       The Committee recommends that the State party continue and strengthen its efforts to promote the integration of persons with disabilities into the labour market and to provide data, on a comparative basis, on the impact of those measures.

NIUE 
Niue Islands has neither signed nor ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
IDA suggested recommendations for Concluding Observations :
· Introduce measures in compliance with Article 12 CRC to ensure that children and young people in mental health settings have the right and opportunity to freely express their views on matters of treatment, services and support, and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child, without any discrimination based on disability, and that they have access to age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights. 
· Review laws and policies with respect to children with disabilities to eliminate the medical model of disability and to promote the social and human rights based approach which acknowledges that the disabling factors reside in the environmental and attitudinal barriers created by society, and that all children and adults with disabilities are subjects of their own rights.  
· Undertake awareness raising campaigns aimed at the government, public and families to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities and their role as active participants and contributors to society.
· Address the heightened risk for children with disabilities, in particular girls, of becoming victims of violence, abuse, exploitation and other harmful practices in the home, institutions and the community, and adopt urgent measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to children with disabilities living in institutions and the community, and that complaint mechanisms are made accessible for children with disabilities to report violence in the home, in school and care facilities.
· Adopt measures to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate formats.
· Adopt measures to ensure that all information, education, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health are made accessible to boys and girls with disabilities, in age-appropriate formats and that they are respectful of the dignity and integrity of persons with disabilities based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned
· Adopt measures in the law to ensure the implementation of inclusive education of children with disabilities, such as ensuring inclusive education is an integral part of core teacher training in universities; require individual education plans for all students; ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms, educational materials and curricula, ensure the accessibility of physical school environments, encourage the teaching of sign language and disability culture, allocate budget for all of the above.
· Accede to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
State report - Selected references to children with disabilities in the state report:
182.
The Education Act 1989 imposes a duty on each parent of a school-age child to enrol the child at a school and to ensure that the child attends and remains at school. There are however exceptions where a child is ill or there is some other significant cause to prevent the child attending school (sect. 25).  Upon failing to enrol the child, a parent is liable upon conviction to a fine.  A parent is also liable to a fine if a child’s attendance is irregular without just cause (sect. 30).  Where a school-age child is suffering from a disability, the Director of Education may take steps to provide suitable education for the child and direct the child be sent to a special class providing for special education (sect. 27).  
Disabled children (art. 23)

236.
There are two children in Niue who suffer from serious intellectual disabilities, one in primary school and one in high school. Whilst these students are to be supported by a teacher’s aid this has not always been possible due to reduced teacher numbers. Each student moves with her class each year but due to lack of specialist assistance may not be included in lessons. Other students have been identified with learning disabilities, such as dyslexia. However, there is no specialist assistance currently available for these children. 

237.
There are no children with physical disabilities in Niue. It is possible that this is because people with physical disability require off island care.

238.
The children receive financial support in the form of a welfare benefit from the Department of Community Affairs.
280.
The Government of Niue also provides assistance for people living with disabilities with varied sums depending on the severity of each case. Niue residents who are over 60 years receive a Pension Benefit of $200 per fortnight (Pensions and Benefits Act 1991).
321.
Niue has a very small number of children with disabilities which makes it difficult to provide the necessary specialist attention. Please refer to further information under the heading of “Special Education”.
Special education

333.
The Education Act requires parents of disabled children are under a duty to take steps to provide efficient and suitable education for their school-aged child.  Upon failure on the part of the parents to provide that education for the child, the Director of Education may direct that the child be sent to a special school, class, or other institution providing special education as considered appropriate (sect.27).

334.
A special education unit was set up as part of the Niue High School.  The classroom was modified to enable accessibility to children with disability.  In 1995, there were 5 students in the programme but when this report was compiled, there were no students in the programme or special classes for children with disabilities. The classroom has been converted into a Dental Clinic.

335.
The Department of Education reports that there are two students considered as having a disability currently in Niue. Each student, one in primary and one in high school, should have a teacher’s assistant assigned to them. However, with the lack of teachers a dedicated teacher’s aid is rarely available. As a result, the student is not always able to stay with their own class and may not be included in lessons. There is an admitted lack of training and awareness of how to best cater for children with special needs.

336.
The Department of Education and the Department of Health are currently consulting with each other to determine potential avenues of assessment and management for children with intellectual or learning disabilities. 

337.
The provisions of health care and educational needs of children with disabilities are not well defined in either policy or legislation, apart from providing for the availability of a disability welfare benefit.  
List of Issues
7.
Please update the Committee on measures taken to introduce effective and confidential sexual and reproductive health programmes for adolescents that are aimed at combating teenage pregnancy and that take into account adolescents’ right to privacy. Also please inform the Committee of policies, strategies and other measures taken, if any:

(a)
To raise awareness among children and adolescents of the health implications and consequences associated with early sexual relations;

(b)
To eliminate gender-based stereotypes and societal taboos which contribute to persistent discrimination and sexual abuse of girls at school and at home;

(c)
To establish mental health services and programmes for adolescents.
Part III Data, statistics and other information, if available

1.
Please provide information on the number of complaints and number of victims of sexual abuse, including incest, under the age of 18 between the years 2005 and 2010, disaggregated by age and sex; on the number of investigations and prosecutions carried out in this regard; and on pending cases.

2.
Please provide data on the number of children with disabilities and on the number of those who enjoy access to education.
� Article 4(3) – General obligations : In the development and implementation of legislation and policies to implement the present Convention, and in other decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons with disabilities, States Parties shall closely consult with and actively involve persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative


organizations. 


Article 32 - International cooperation


1. States Parties recognize the importance of international cooperation and its promotion, in support of national efforts for the realization of the purpose and objectives of the present Convention, and will undertake appropriate and effective measures in this regard, between and among States and, as appropriate, in partnership with relevant international and regional organizations and civil society, in particular organizations of persons with disabilities. Such measures could include, inter alia:


(a) Ensuring that international cooperation, including international development programmes, is inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities;


(b) Facilitating and supporting capacity-building, including through the exchange and sharing of information, experiences, training programmes and best practices;


(c) Facilitating cooperation in research and access to scientific and technical knowledge;


(d) Providing, as appropriate, technical and economic assistance, including by facilitating access to and sharing of accessible and assistive technologies, and through the transfer of technologies.


� Article 4(3) – General obligations : In the development and implementation of legislation and policies to implement the present Convention, and in other decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons with disabilities, States Parties shall closely consult with and actively involve persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through their representative


organizations. 


Article 32 - International cooperation


1. States Parties recognize the importance of international cooperation and its promotion, in support of national efforts for the realization of the purpose and objectives of the present Convention, and will undertake appropriate and effective measures in this regard, between and among States and, as appropriate, in partnership with relevant international and regional organizations and civil society, in particular organizations of persons with disabilities. Such measures could include, inter alia:


(a) Ensuring that international cooperation, including international development programmes, is inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities;


(b) Facilitating and supporting capacity-building, including through the exchange and sharing of information, experiences, training programmes and best practices;


(c) Facilitating cooperation in research and access to scientific and technical knowledge;


(d) Providing, as appropriate, technical and economic assistance, including by facilitating access to and sharing of accessible and assistive technologies, and through the transfer of technologies.
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