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I. SUMMARY

GUINEA

CRC ratification: 1990
Guinea ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 8 February 2008.

References to Children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Guinea
GUYANA

CRC ratification: 1991
Guyana signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 11 April 2007.

References to Children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Guyana
MALTA

CRC ratification: 1990
Malta ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 10 October 2012.

References to Children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Malta
NIUE ISLANDS

CRC ratification: 1995
Niue Islands has neither signed nor ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
References to Children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations of Niue Islands
II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

GUINEA

Concluding Observations
5.
The Committee also welcomes the ratification of or accession to:

(c)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, in February 2008; 

Allocation of resources 
18.
In light of the recommendations resulting from its 2007 day of general discussion on Resources for the rights of the child - responsibility of States (CRC article 4), the Committee recommends that the State party review its national and international commitments in favor of childhood, with a budgeting of necessary investments to achieve commitments made. In particular, the Committee urges the State party to:  

(a)
Increase the level of financial resources allocated for the implementation of the Convention. In this regard, the Committee urges the State party to allocate more resources for social protection policies and programs, including for child protection; 

(b)
Develop capacities to utilize a children’s rights-based approach in the elaboration of the national budget by implementing a tracking system for the allocation and the use of resources for children throughout the budget, thus providing visibility to the investment in children; 

(c)
Ensure transparent and participatory budgeting processes through public dialogue, especially involving children where possible; and

(d)
Define strategic budgetary lines for socially and economically disadvantaged and marginalized children, especially children with disabilities, children living in street situations, and children living in remote areas that remain protected even in situations of economic crisis, natural disasters or other emergencies.

Non-discrimination

35.
The Committee while acknowledging the State party’s efforts to eliminate discrimination against children in situation of vulnerability, including children with disabilities, children living in rural areas, children living in poverty, refugee children and children born out of wedlock.  The Committee however notes with concern that these measures remain insufficient to significantly improve education and health service delivery to these children. 

36.
The Committee expresses serious concern that girls are still subjected to gender-based discrimination from the earliest stages of their life through their childhood due to the persistence of adverse and traditional attitudes and norms. The Committee is also concerned that no systematic efforts have been undertaken, including with religious leaders, opinion makers, and the mass media, to combat and change the discriminatory attitudes and practices concerning the tasks and roles of women and girls.

37.
The Committee urges the State party to adopt and implement a comprehensive strategy addressing all forms of discrimination, and ensuring that all children have equal access to education and health services while ensuring that girls and boys have the access in terms of inheritance. A particular emphasis should be put on promoting the rights of girls, children with disabilities, children living in rural areas, children living in poverty, refugee children and children born out of wedlock. 
Children with disabilities 

63.
The Committee welcomes the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2008 and notes with satisfaction the elaboration of a strategy of education for children with disabilities. However, the Committee regrets that the implementation of the aforementioned strategy has not resulted in improved access to basic social services, notably in the areas of education and health for children. The Committee is further concerned that there is only one secondary school facility accessible to children with disabilities in the State party.  

64.
In light of its General Comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/2006/9) the Committee urges the State party to ensure that children with disabilities fully enjoy their rights under the Convention in particular their right to health, education and adequate standard of living. The Committee encourages the state party to allocate the necessary resources for an effective implementation of the national strategy to with a view to guarantee to all children with disabilities, in particular those living in rural areas, access to education and health care, opportunities for play and culture, family life, protection from violence, an adequate standard of living and the right to be heard.

HIV/AIDS 

69.
The Committee notes that although the National Multi-Sectoral Committee to Combat HIV/AIDS was established in 2002, major gaps remain in its implementation resulting in children living with HIV and AIDs not having access to proper health care. The Committee is also concerned that early sexual activity, FGM and the low level of knowledge about HIV among adolescent increase the risk of HIV/AIDS spreading. 

70.
In light of its General Comment No. 3 on HIV/AIDS and the rights of the child (CRC/GC/2003/3), the Committee recommends that the State party take all measures to ensure effective enforcement and implementation of HIV/AIDS related laws and programmes, including conducting training for law enforcement officials, and professionals working with and for children and adolescents. 

Education, including vocational training and guidance

73.
While noting the adoption of the National Policy on Preschool Education and Child Protection (2007), the Committee is however concerned at the limited budgetary allocations to that sector and that one third of children remain completely deprived of access to education. The Committee is particularly concerned that: 

(a)
The disparity of schooling between boys and girls and remains an important challenge in all indicators related to education as well as disparities between rural and urban environments, and between regions and prefectures;

(b)
Even though public school tuition is free, parents must still pay for books and uniforms;

(c)
Only one child in every 5 ends primary school at the required age of 12;

The teacher/pupil ratio remains high 44.1 for primary and 35 for secondary education; giving teachers less time to devote to students thereby reducing the quality of education; 

(d)
Poor hygiene facilities pose major problems for children, especially girls; 

(e)
Private schools are not regulated; and children in Koranic schools are often forced by their teachers to beg or work in fields; and

(f)
The rate of pre-schooling is very low with strong disparities between Conakry and the rest of the country.

74.
The Committee urges the State party to: 

a)
Ensure that education is effectively free for all children in the State party without hidden costs;

b)
Allocate increased resources to the education sector in order to improve, expand, build and reconstruct adequate school facilities and infrastructure throughout the State party, and create a truly inclusive educational system welcoming children with disabilities as well as children from all minorities;

c)
Increase education funding allocations to the poorest, most conflict-affected and remote districts so as to ensure equitable access to education including pre-school for all children, including the most vulnerable and disadvantaged children;

d)
Take active measures to promote the right of girls to education through social mobilization campaigns;

e)
Improve the quality of education by reducing the number of teacher/pupil ratio and take all measures to ensure that children complete their schooling, including concrete action to address the reasons behind failure to complete schooling; and

f)
Enforce professional standards and guidelines to be adopted in both public and private Koranic schools.

Back to Top
GUYANA

Concluding Observations
3.
The Committee also welcomes the adoption of the following legislative measures:

(d)
The Persons with Disabilities Act, 2010; 

5.
The Committee also welcomes the following institutional and policy measures:

(d)
The National Commission on Disability Strategic Plan for 2008 – 2011;

Non-discrimination

24.
The Committee welcomes the State party’s adoption of the Amerindian Act in 2006, establishment of the Indigenous Peoples Commission to address the discrimination and marginalisation faced by Amerindian children and other measures taken to address discrimination against Amerindians. However, the Committee remains concerned at the prevalence of discrimination against Amerindian children, and children with disabilities. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned about discrimination against children on the basis of sexual orientation and/or gender identity.

25.
The Committee urges the State party to ensure that its programmes address the situation of discrimination against Amerindian children, children with disabilities, and children because of their sexual orientation and/or gender identity. The Committee further urges the State party to include information in its next periodic report on measures and programmes relevant to the Convention and undertaken by the State party in follow-up to the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, as well as the outcome document adopted at the 2009 Durban Review Conference.
Children with disabilities

45.
The Committee welcomes the adoption of the 2010 Persons with Disabilities Act and the implementation of the National Commission on Disability Strategic Plan for 2008 – 2011.  However, the Committee is concerned that:

(a)
There is a lack of detailed and disaggregated data hindering the State party formulating and taking effective measures to address the needs of children with disabilities;

(b)
Societal discrimination against children with disabilities remains widespread;

(c)
Accessible health treatment and rehabilitation services for children with disabilities are extremely limited in the hinterland;

(d)
Inclusive education and training of teachers for its provision remains severely limited, particularly for children with sensory, cognitive, and/or mental impairments, which leads to the majority of children with disabilities staying at home, resulting in isolation, stigmatisation and compromised access to employment opportunities and social services. 

46.
In light of its general comment No. 9 on the Rights of Children with Disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006) on the Rights of Children with Disabilities, the Committee urges the State party to ensure conformity of its legislation, policies and practices with, inter alia, articles 23 and 27 of the Convention with the aim of effectively addressing the needs of children with disabilities in a non-discriminatory manner. Furthermore, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Undertake measures for compiling and analysing data that is disaggregated by, inter alia, age, gender, ethnicity, geographic location and socio-economic background on children with disabilities with a view to using such data to inform the formulation of policy and measures for meeting their needs;

(b)
Undertake long-term awareness-raising programmes in order to combat negative societal attitudes prevailing against children with disabilities;

(c)
Allocate adequate human, technical and financial resources for ensuring the availability of health and rehabilitation services for children with disabilities, and in doing so prioritise addressing the situation in the hinterland;

(d)
Ensure that children with disabilities effectively enjoy their right to education, and provide for their inclusion in the mainstream education system to the greatest extent possible, including by developing a disability education action plan to specifically identify current inadequacies in resources, and to establish clear objectives with concrete timelines for the implementation of measures to address the educational needs of children with disabilities; and in doing so, pay particular attention to increasing capacity for children with hearing impairments and autism; and,

(e)
Consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which it signed in April 2007.

Education, including vocational training and guidance

57.
The Committee notes as positive the State party’s Education Strategic Plan 2008-2013 and the 2011 School Retention and Child Labour Prevention Programme and welcomes the achievement of almost universal primary education and the present focus on secondary enrolment. However, the Committee is concerned about:

(a)
The low quality of education and shortage of trained teachers;

(b)
The high rates of student withdrawal from schooling, particularly in the transition between primary and secondary schools as well as from the latter;

(c)
The significant disparities along regional, socioeconomic, ethnic and gender lines at the secondary level of education.

58.
Taking into account its General Comment No. 1 on the aims of education (CRC/GC/2001/1), the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Allocate adequate human, technical and financial resources for improving teacher training and the quality of education;

(b)
Assess the underlying reasons for failure to complete schooling, and on that basis undertake measures to ensure that children complete their schooling, including concrete action to review school curricula to make them relevant to the pupils’ lives; and

(c)
Undertake targeted measures for improving the accessibility of education in rural and hinterland areas and for children with special needs.
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MALTA

Concluding Observations
5.
The Committee also welcomes the accession to or ratification of :

(c)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in March 2007;
(d)
The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in March 2007;
6.
The Committee also welcomes the following institutional and policy measures:

(a)
The highly commendable range of measures undertaken for children with disabilities, resulting in over 99% of them receiving education that is customised to according to their needs and in inclusive schools;

Mental health

47.
The Committee notes that the State party has only one special unit providing residential psychiatric care to children up to the age of 17. The Committee is concerned that the capacity for meeting the needs of children with mental health needs remains limited, with additional support from non-governmental organisations being required for meeting existing needs for mental health services.

48.
The Committee recommends that the State party further develop and expand its mental health care system for children and young people to ensure adequate and accessible prevention, treatment of common mental health problems in a primary health care framework as well as specialized care for more serious disorders, with particular attention to children most at risk, including children deprived of parental care. 
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Concluding Observations
4.
The Committee also welcomes the adoption of the 2009-2013 Niue Youth Policy in consultation with children, and the 2011-2017 Niue Policy on Disability. 
Non-discrimination

24.
The Committee is deeply concerned that there is no explicit prohibition of discrimination in the Constitution and other laws and, that children, particularly girls, children with disabilities, children born out of wedlock, adopted children and migrant children are discriminated in laws and in practice. The Committee is particularly concerned that girls, children born out of wedlock and adopted children do not have the same right to inherit family land as other children and that migrant children are often discriminated in the enjoyment of their rights to education, health and social security.

25.
The Committee urges the State party to explicitly prohibit all forms of discrimination and repeal all legislations in respect to discrimination against girls, children with disabilities, children born out of wed-lock, adopted children and migrant children. The Committee also recommends that the State party take active measures to ensure the full realization of the principle of non-discrimination in practice and to bring about change in discriminatory social attitudes towards children.
Children with disabilities  

53.
The Committee welcomes the measures taken by the State party, such as the adoption of the Niue National Policy on Disability (2011) as well as the off-island care in New Zealand given to children with physical disabilities, and welfare benefits given to the children with disabilities. The Committee, however, expresses concern that: 

(a)
The Niue Act utilizes derogatory language identifying girls with disabilities as “idiots, imbeciles or of unsound mind”; 

(b)
Criminal sanctions for sexual violence committed against children with disabilities is lesser, compared to sexual violence committed against children without disabilities; and

(c)
There is a lack of professionals trained to support children with disabilities, sufficient means are lacking for early detection of children with disabilities, and the statistics and information provided by the State party are not consistent with regard to the situation of children with disabilities.

54.
Recalling its General Comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9 and Corr.1, 2006), the Committee urges the State party to adopt a human rights-based approach to disability and specifically recommends that the State party:

(a)
Review without delay all disability-related laws and policies with the view to fully protecting the rights of children with disabilities, expunge the derogatory language  and repeal all derogatory and discriminatory provisions against children with disabilities from the Niue Act;

(b)
Immediately repeal legal provisions which provide for lower sanctions for sexual crimes committed against children with disabilities;

(c)
Train professionals to work with children with disabilities, particularly those with intellectual and learning disabilities, take all necessary measures for early detection of children with disabilities, facilitate their rehabilitation, update statistics and information on the situation of children with disabilities in the next periodic report, and in doing so, seek technical and financial assistance and resources from, inter alia, UNICEF and WHO.

Mental health  

57.
While noting the elaboration of a Mental Health Bill, the Committee remains concerned at the slow pace of its adoption. The Committee also regrets the lack of information and data on mental health issues, which hinders the State party from developing effective policies to address the issue.

58.
The Committee urges the State party to expedite the adoption of the Mental Health Bill and collect the relevant information and data for the development of effective policies on mental health issues, paying a particular attention to children.
72.
The Committee recommends that the State party, in order to further strengthen the fulfilment of children’s rights, become a State party to international human instruments to which it is not yet a party, namely the Optional Protocol to the Convention of the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and pornography, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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