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I. SUMMARY

GUINEA

CRC ratification: 1990.
Guinea ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 8 February 2008.
References to Children with disabilities in State report and List of Issues.

Click here to access to these references.

GUYANA

CRC ratification: 1991.
Guyana signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 11 April 2007.
References to Children with disabilities in State report and List of Issues.

Click here to access to these references.

MALTA

CRC ratification: 1990.
Malta ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 10 October 2012.
References to Children with disabilities in State report and List of Issues.

Click here to access to these references.

NIUE ISLANDS
CRC ratification: 1995.
Niue Islands has neither signed nor ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
References to Children with disabilities in State report and List of Issues.

Click here to access to these references.

II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

GUINEA

State report

25.
Progress has been made in establishing a number of bodies to help children, and a good deal of work has gone into vaccinating all children in both urban and rural areas, including child refugees and displaced children living in camps, providing legal protection and assistance to children in conflict with the law and addressing the issues of children with disabilities and street children.

42.
In sum, legislators were determined to consider the best interests of the child long before Guinea ratified the Convention, as demonstrated by the establishment of bodies to coordinate action to help children in need of special protection. Such bodies address all matters relating to the best interests of all vulnerable children, including child refugees and displaced children (regardless of whether they are of Guinean or foreign nationality), child workers, children with disabilities and children in conflict with the law.

90.
If the injury, assault or deprivation of care or sustenance have been followed by mutilation, amputation or loss of the use of a limb, blindness, loss of an eye or any other permanent disability, or if they have resulted in involuntary homicide, the penalty shall be a term of forced labour.

Article 23 of the Convention: Children with disabilities

376.
According to the General Population and Housing Census, there are 23,629 children aged between 6 and 12 with disabilities in the country, of whom 8,426 have sensory impairments (i.e. they are deaf mutes, blind or have mental disabilities).

377.
It is difficult for these children to access education, therapy, care or recreation. There are two schools (both in Conakry) for the most fortunate among them, but they only have room for 165 children between them.

378. There is only one special school for children with visual impairments, also in Conakry, designed to take up no more than 30 students. However, 27 girls and 7 boys currently attend. Deaf mute children face similar problems.

2.7.1
Children aged 13–18

379.
The main problem facing children with disabilities in the 13–18 years age bracket is their socioeconomic integration. They have problems accessing occupational training, jobs and therapy.

380.
There is not one secondary school in the whole country that specializes in children with sensory disabilities (children with mental disabilities, deaf mute children and blind children) or that is equipped to receive them. Without skills, they have limited chances of accessing the employment market or obtaining funding for a business of their own. Rejected by the system for “normal” people, these adolescents are often forced into begging or idleness.

381.
The results of the Population and Housing Census of 1996 showed the situation to be as follows:

382.
In the 10–19 years age bracket, there were 21,950 children with disabilities, of whom 10,164 (46.31 per cent) were girls. The distribution of disabilities was as follows:

• Blind children (830 in total: 391 girls and 439 boys) • Children with mental disabilities (2,707 in total: 1,178 girls and 1,529 boys) • Deaf mute children (4,045 in total: 1,876 girls and 4,932 boys) • Children with other disabilities (5,204 in total: 2,487 girls and 2,717 boys)
2.7.2

2.7.3

2.7.4

GE.12-42061

Developments and trends

383. There is no statistical database or system for regularly collecting data on the situation of children with disabilities that would make it possible to identify changes in their situation or the problems they face. Given the growth rate of the population in Guinea and the fact that no radical measures have been taken to prevent or reduce certain types of disabilities, it must be supposed that the number of children with disabilities has increased.

Causes

384.

The causes include: The shortage of specialized infrastructure

The lack of family support, which makes children with disabilities vulnerable to exploitation and child labour

The fact that children with disabilities often end up as street children

The ineffectiveness of social policies and programmes

The inadequacy of the resources allocated to the sector and the poverty of parents

The lack of reliable data on the sector

The shortage of resources

Widespread poverty

The lack of specialized institutions

The limited involvement of civil society and the lack of interest among donors, which are challenges that need to be addressed

Action taken

385.
Despite the difficulties involved, several measures have been taken, mostly by the Ministry for Social Affairs, the Advancement of Women and Children’s Affairs, which is the only agency addressing the needs of children with disabilities. Several legal, institutional and infrastructural measures have been taken to reduce the scope of the problem, and work has been done with other Government agencies, national and foreign disability organizations, and humanitarian aid agencies and institutions, as well as with the agencies of the Organization of African Unity and the United Nations.

386. There are several special schools, including a school for the deaf, which was established in 1964. It is the only school in the country for children with hearing problems and at present offers only primary education. There is also a school for blind children, which was set up in 1990 by Guinean associations for the blind. It is the only school that specializes in educating blind children.

• The “Cité de Solidarité”, which was established under Decree No. 182/pro/78 of 29 March 1978, is a public charity and humanitarian centre whose mission is to care for and rehabilitate Guineans with disabilities with a view to integrating them into society. It houses 340 persons.

• The national orthopaedics centre is a public institution that provides therapy to persons with physical disabilities, including children, and fits them with prostheses, as applicable.

Several national and international NGOs, working in partnership with the Directorate of Social Protection and Development of the Ministry for Social Affairs, the Advancement of Women and Children’s Affairs and the United Nations, are currently investing in improving the independence and integration of children with disabilities.

387.
These include: Federation guinéenne pour la promotion des associations de et pour personnes handicapées (FEGUIPAH), Association guinéenne pour la formation et la réinsertion (AGFRIS), Association guinéenne pour la promotion des aveugles (AGUIPA), Union Handicap-Guinée, Agence guinéenne pour la promotion de l’emploi (AGUIPE), Terre des Hommes International Foundation, Handicap International, the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), International Contact Group for Guinea (CGI/Guinée) and Centre Nimba. They support a wide range of projects.

2.7.5
Constraints

388.
Poverty, the small budget allocated to social development and the lack of resources among NGOs and associations make it impossible to significantly improve the situation of children with disabilities.

558.
Children working on the street are a relatively new phenomenon in Guinea. The liberalization of private initiatives and sociocultural pressures are the major causes that drive children onto the streets. The presence of huge numbers of children on the streets of the major towns, especially Conakry, is most evident during the school holidays. Many of the children sell goods illegally for traders paying piece rates, so that they can buy their school kits for the new school year. The other category consists of children used by their parents, who often have disabilities, to beg on the street. There are also Talibe children who are entrusted to marabouts to learn the Koran.

559.
Children in the last two categories are increasingly exploited. They are not in school and do not receive proper treatment if they fall sick. No specific study has yet measured the extent of this phenomenon. There are, however, some NGOs that provide support to child beggars whose parents have disabilities.

List of issues
Part I

10.
10. Please indicate the special measures taken to promote the inclusion of children with disabilities in the mainstream school system.

Part III

3.
Please indicate the number of children with disabilities identified in 2009, 2010 and 2011 (disaggregated by age, sex, type of disability, ethnic origin and geographic location) and the percentage of children with disabilities who have access to inclusive education
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GUYANA

State Report

158. The Committee raised its concern that, as noted by the State party, societal discrimination persists against girls and vulnerable groups of children, including children living in poverty, Amerindian children and children with disabilities, and that the Constitution does not prohibit discrimination on the grounds of disability.

160. The principle of non-discrimination and equality is enshrined in article 149 of the revised 2003 Constitution and in other legislations. Article 149 (2) of the Constitution clearly qualifies the meaning of ―discriminatory‖ as:

―affording different treatment to different persons attributable wholly or mainly to their or their parents‘ or guardians‘ respective descriptions by race, place of origin, political opinion, colour, creed, age, disability, marital status, sex, gender, language, birth, social class, pregnancy, religion, conscience, belief or culture whereby persons of one such description are subjected to disabilities or restrictions to which other persons of the same or another such description are not made subject or are accorded privileges or advantages which are not afforded to other persons of the same or another such description.

165. Further to this, Guyana became party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (PLWD) in 2007. The Persons with Disabilities Bill (No. 44 of 2009) was tabled in the National Assembly on 26 November 2009 and has been sent to a Parliamentary Special Select Committee for review.41 It is anticipated that the process leading to enactment will conclude by August 2010. When enacted, this law will provide for the promotion and protection of equal rights for persons living with disabilities and serve to eliminate discrimination on the basis of disability.

166. The National Commission on Disability (NCD) which was established in 1996 is a President-appointed advisory body promoting the rights of people living with disabilities, and influences policy changes and the enforcement of laws that protect the rights of persons with disabilities in Guyana. This Commission is comprised of representatives of the various organizations of and for persons with disabilities. The State Party through the Ministry of Health provides budgetary, office and technical support to the Commission.

167. On the enactment of the Persons with Disabilities Bill, the National Commission on Disabilities will be enshrined in statute, with clearly defined mandate, terms of reference, role and functions.

168. The State Party is of the opinion that legislation alone may not be enough to deter or eliminate prejudices and discrimination. However, there is no state institutionalized discrimination. To complement legislation, Government agencies and other national bodies have conceived and implemented educational strategies and awareness-raising programmes that promote tolerance and ignorance and heighten awareness of the negative impact of discrimination thus changing perceptions through both an extensive and intensive process of education and sensitization.

169. One such programme was the Disability Rights Sensitisation Workshop organized by the National Commission on Disability in December 2009 for officers in the Ministry of Labour, in which the participants produced action plans on how they intended to incorporate disability rights into their work plans.

226. Guyana has a National Commission for the Family which was launched in 1998. It works in collaboration with relevant Ministries, Agencies and NGOs in matters relating to the family, and also matters related to special groups such as persons with disabilities and the elderly. The Commission covers areas including education and guidance for the family and sensitizing the public to the services and programmes relating to family life which are available from relevant organisations or agencies. The Commission has developed a DRAFT Family Code for Guyana, which has been submitted to public consultations in three Regions on which said consultations are ongoing.

A. Children with disabilities (art. 23)

276. The Committee noted the formulation of a National Policy on the Rights of People with Disabilities in 1997 and the establishment of its monitoring body, the Commission on Persons with Disabilities. However, the Committee remained concerned at the societal discrimination experienced by children with disabilities, the inaccessibility of buildings and transportation for them, the absence of an inclusive policy and the situation of children with disabilities in remote areas who are doubly disadvantaged.

277. In the light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee‘s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on the rights of the children with disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310–339), the Committee recommends that the State party ensure that the National Policy on the Rights of People with Disabilities addresses children‘s rights, taking into account the provision for non-discrimination, accessibility to all services, including public buildings and transportation, and integration into mainstream education and that it specifically addresses the situation of children in remote areas.

278. The principle of non-discrimination is clearly enshrined in the 2003 Constitution of Guyana and is stated in its preamble and Article 149. The Committee is also referred to the section on non-discrimination in this report. Article 24 of the Constitution explicitly states that ―every citizen has the right to free medical attention and also to social care in case of old age and disability‖ and the constitution further mandates that the ―State shall, for the purpose of promoting equality, take legislative and other measures designed to protect disadvantaged persons and persons with disabilities – art. 149D(2).

279. The Prevention of Discrimination Act 1997 also prohibits discrimination in employment practices based disabilities.

280. In keeping with Guyana‘s ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2007, and with respect to the provisions on non-discrimination enshrined in the Constitution, Guyana is committed to upholding the human and fundamental rights of all persons, including children, living with disabilities.

281. The National Health Plan of 2004–2007 included rehabilitation and disability as an integral part of the health development agenda. With this in perspective, the Division of Disability and Rehabilitation Services of the Ministry of Health developed the 2004–2008 Strategic Plan and its recent update, with the participation of key stakeholders. The strategic plan aimed to develop strategies for the provision of preventative, therapeutic and rehabilitative services to children and adults in need of these services. Under the umbrella of the National Health Plan, the Strategic Plan facilitated the achievement of the health-related objectives of the Poverty Reduction Strategy and the MDG‘s with respect to increasing accessibility to disability and rehabilitation services for persons with disabilities in Guyana.

282. The 2002 census reported that a significant proportion of children and adolescents in Guyana were living with various types of disabilities. It also reported that the number of citizens living with some form of disability in Guyana was 48,419, or about 6.4 percent of the total population. Women outnumber men with 51.1 percent (24,767) of them compared to 48.8 percent (23,652) of men and there were 5,842 disabled children (below 15 years) in Guyana. Within the disabled group, 12 percent of children below 15 years and 8 percent of youth (15–24 years) were impaired.

283. The status and circumstances of people with disabilities have historically been given low priority and this may be due to the lack of data regarding their actual numbers as well as the difficulties experienced in their social and economic circumstances. In an attempt to correct this, in 2005, the National Commission on Disability (NCD)50 conducted a nationwide survey designed to create a detailed profile of people with disabilities in Guyana. The results of the survey have enabled the development of an action plan which identifies immediate priorities for adults and children living with disabilities.

284. The State Party with technical and financial support from Pan American Health Organization and the World Health Organization launched in March 2010 the Ministry of Health National Rehabilitation Services Strategy (NHSS) 2009–2013, which is a derivative of the National Health Sector Strategy 2009–2013 and a continuation of the 2004–2008 Strategic Plan. The overall goal of the NHSS is ―all preventable disabilities are reduced and all persons with disabilities are receiving equitable and high quality services that enable them to function as equal citizens‖ and to create a multi-sectoral approach to disability and rehabilitation issues. One of the key strategic objectives is to ‗safeguard persons with disabilities inclusive of children with disabilities against discrimination and marginalization‘.

285. The Persons with Disabilities Bill was subjected to widespread consultations and thoroughly examined by the organizations of and for persons with disabilities before its submission to the National Assembly.

286. The Persons with Disabilities Bill was tabled in December 2009 and sent to Parliamentary Special Select Committee. This bill is expected to be enacted in latter half of 2010. The Bill is designed to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities, including the promotion, protection and full equal enjoyment of those rights in keeping with Guyana‘s international treaty obligations.

287. Once enacted, the Bill will strengthen the capacity and the role of the NCD, including investigating/acting on allegations of discrimination and facilitating redress for victims. The NCD would monitor the implementation of, and make recommendations for compliance with, international instruments to which the State is a party, for the benefit of people with disabilities. Offences and penalties for acts of discrimination against disabled people are also detailed.

288. With regard specifically to children with disabilities, and in keeping with article 23 of the Convention, Sub-Part II of the Bill addresses issues of access to free and compulsory quality education, the integration of children with disabilities into schools, assistance to students with disabilities, special education, and the provision of rehabilitation services within the available resources of the country.

289. The Bill also provides for training programmes to be developed and implemented for teachers specializing in disabilities to ensure there is personnel trained for special schools and integrated schools for children with disabilities. Under the provisions of the Bill, special education is to be made a compulsory component of the teachers‘ training curriculum offered by institutions established to train teachers.

290. The Bill mandates that every person with disability shall register with the already established National Commission on Disabilities. This, in part, was designed with a view to improving statistical compilation on the number of persons living with disabilities. Organisations of persons living with disabilities at present register with the Commission.

291. It also mandates the Commission to collaborate with public or private sector agencies to work towards creating a barrier-free environment that will enable persons with disabilities to have easy access to public or private buildings and establishments, as well as to public transportation on an incremental basis.

292. There are two (2) special needs schools both based in the capital city. However, the Community-Based Rehabilitation Programme is an NGO which offers training programmes for families with children and/or relatives with disabilities as well as teachers.

293. There are 26 disabled peoples‘ organizations in Guyana. In addition to advocating for the rights of those living with disabilities, these organizations provide access to rehabilitation services, sport, cultural and social activities.

294. The Para-Olympic Committee of Guyana has organized biennial Para Olympic Games since 2003 for persons with disabilities which is well supported by the public and sport organizations working with persons with disabilities. This event has helped to reduce many prejudices or preconceptions the general public held about persons with disabilities. Guyana has also sent junior and senior athletes to the Para Olympic Games as well as Regional athletic events in USA, Canada and the Caribbean.

295. While important progress continues to be made in the expansion of policy, programmes and support services for people with disabilities, significant challenges remain, not the least of which are attitudes towards disability. It is therefore recognized that there is need to constantly challenge these prejudices faced by people with disabilities. This is an area which government agencies and civil society continue to play a key role.

403. At the primary level, initiatives have been taken to reduce illiteracy, and to target repetition and dropout rates. This has included the development of literacy and numerical standards, and the design and piloting of a new methodology to improve the teaching of reading. In addition, an OAS-supported project ―Meeting Special Needs in the Classroom‖ is being implemented to specifically target children with learning or physical disabilities.

427. Education sector-based activities within the context of the 2003–2007 Strategic Plan for Education aimed to establish child friendly schools, called ―effective schools‖. The plan was built around the following core concepts:

5. Improved education in the hinterland and riverain regions and mainstreaming students with special needs, where possible, as major aspects of equity related to the other quality issues.

430. Day care centres have moved towards compliance with agreed Early Childhood Development (ECD) minimum standards developed for the Caribbean. A standardized training programme for ECD practitioners has been finalized with new inputs on HIV, nutrition for the young child, emergency preparedness and planning and special needs, and implemented in 2008.

List of issues
Part I- 8.
Please inform the Committee of the measures taken to implement the 2010 Persons with Disabilities Act in respect of children with disabilities, especially with regard to their access to all services, including public buildings and transportation, and integration into mainstream education, and to address specifically the situation of children with disabilities living in remote areas.

Part III- 3.
Please specify the number of children with disabilities, up to the age of 18, disaggregated by age, sex, type of disability, ethnic origin and socio-economic background covering the years 2010, 2011 and 2012:

(a)
living with their families; 

(b)
living in institutions; 

(c)
placed in foster care; 

(d)
attending regular schools; 

(e)
attending special schools; and 

(f)
not attending school.
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State Report

29. Equal Opportunities (Persons with Disability) Act, 2000 (Chapter 413 of the Laws of Malta): The rights of persons with disability, including children, were legally established through the Equal Opportunity (Persons with Disability) Act in 2000. This Act has two main aims:

- To recognize and safeguard the civil rights of disabled persons and to prevent discrimination against persons on the basis of their disability

- To give a legal identity to the Kummissjoni Nazzjonali Persuni b’Diżabilità (National Commission Persons with Disability) making such Commission responsible for the implementation of this Act.

30. The National Commission Persons with Disability, legally established through the same Act, is duty bound to ensure that children are not discriminated because of their disability. Moreover, the Commission also ensures that the individual needs of children with disability are met.

31. Furthermore, throughout these past years, the Government continued to implement an inclusive educational policy by providing the necessary human resources to ensure that the great majority of disabled children receive their education within mainstreamed schools.

92. The National Statistics Office (NSO) is Malta’s official national statistical agency. It was established by virtue of the Malta Statistics Authority Act XXIV of 2000 and replaced the Central Office of Statistics as from the 1st March 2001.

93. The NSO collects a wide range of data and analysis relevant to children, including: - Disability

96. A national population census will be held in 2005. This will provide detailed and updated information related to nationality and place of birth, standard of living, disability, literacy, employment status, type of residence, sports and IT.

110. Between 2000 and 2004, the national social work agency, Aġenzija Appoġġ embarked on a number of training projects related to children. These included:

- Training in Disability Issues

- Training on Mental Health in the Community.

134. The Disabled Child Allowance37 is payable to persons who have the effective custody of a child under the age of 16 years and who suffer from specified disabilities. This allowance is subject to a means test on the income of the parent/s. This allowance remains payable after the 16th birthday unless the child with a disability qualifies for the Disability Pension (also issued by virtue of this Act) or unless such child is gainfully occupied.

146. In Malta, people are protected against any discrimination based on sex, religion, disability, age, sexual orientation and race by means of an act of law, the Equality for Men and Women Act, 2004 (Chapter 456 of the Laws of Malta) and by Legal Notice 461 of 2004 Equal Treatment in Employment Regulations.

149. Any other discriminatory treatment on the grounds of religion, disability, age, sexual orientation and race in employment, vocational training and membership in trade unions is illegal in Malta. In this regard the Equal Treatment in Employment Regulations are applicable to all persons in relation to:

- Conditions for access to employment, including the advertising of opportunities for employment, selection criteria and recruitment conditions, whatever the branch of activity and at all levels of the professional hierarchy, including promotions

- Access to all types and to all levels of vocational guidance, vocational training, advanced vocational training and retraining, including practical work experience 

- Employment and conditions of employment, including remuneration and dismissals

- Membership of, and involvement in, any organization of employees and employers, or any organization whose members carry on a particular profession, including the benefits provided for by such organizations.”

150. Regarding the concept of discriminatory treatment other than sexual discrimination, these Regulations state that: “It shall be unlawful for a person to subject another person to discriminatory treatment, whether directly or indirectly, on the grounds of a particular religion or religious belief, disability, age, sexual orientation, or racial or ethnic origin” in any situation referred to in the above regulation 1(4).”

183. Where financial and social support required by families with children is concerned, both the State and NGOs provide a wide range of services, from medical to educational and recreational. Parents can benefit from social security allowances and from welfare services which are directed either at them personally, especially in time of need or difficulties like sickness or unemployment, or in favour of their children where the latter have to cope with certain difficulties like disabilities or slow learning at school.

184. Children under 16 years of age receive a Children’s Allowance, provided a means test has been satisfied. Parents of disabled children are also paid a disabled child allowance, which is means-tested, but the wage of one parent (the lesser) is considered if both are in employment. Children over 16 years of age who had never been employed, thus remaining dependent on a household budget and registering for work or are following university education but are not in receipt of a stipend, receive a special Child Allowance. As from January 2001, a child-in-care benefit, which is not means-tested and payable at a flat rate, has been paid to foster carers in respect of the children they foster until the children are 18. This benefit is only granted if the children are not gainfully employed.

187. During 2004, the Department of Social Security had to review all cases of Children’s Allowance that were in payment up to the end of June 2004, with a view to establish the new Children’s Allowance Benefit rates for the year starting July 2004. The number of households in receipt of children’s allowance was 33,466 as at the end of December 2004, as compared to 36,481 households at end 2003. The following tables show the number of households in receipt of Children’s Allowance and Disabled Child Allowance at the end of the year and the number of accepted claims in respect of Maternity Benefit in 2004 compared to 2003.

193. The National Commission Persons with Disability provides information to disabled persons and their families about their rights, especially in the light of the Equal Opportunities (Persons with Disability) Act. In the near future, the Commission intends to improve the efficiency of its present activities, in order to be in a better position to safeguard the rights of persons with disabilities.

Children with disabilities

Legal framework

276. At present the legal framework related to children and young persons with disability

is found within the Constitution of Malta, the Education Act, and the Equal Opportunities (Persons with Disability) Act.

277. The Equal Opportunities Act has two main aims:

- To introduce new measures which seek to end the discrimination that disabled

people have to confront in everyday life

- To grant legal status to the National Commission Persons with Disability, as the

responsible body for the implementation of the Act.

278. The Equal Opportunities Act safeguards the civil rights of disabled people in the

following key areas: - Employment – Education - Goods and services – Accommodation – Access - Insurance.

279. Meanwhile, Section 17 of the Constitution of Malta stipulates that:

- Every citizen incapable of work and unprovided with the resources necessary for subsistence is entitled to maintenance and social assistance

- Workers are entitled to reasonable insurance on a contributory basis for their requirements in case of accident, illness, disability, old age and involuntary unemployment

- Disabled persons and persons incapable of work are entitled to education and vocational training.

Establishment of monitoring mechanisms

280. By virtue of the Equal Opportunities (Persons with Disability) Act, the National Commission Persons with Disability (KNPD) is legally empowered to monitor and ensure that the provisions of the Act are being implemented. The KNPD was also instrumental in bringing about cultural change and in influencing policy making in this sector.

281. Malta has also signed the Salamanca Statement (1994), which among other things outlines the changing role of special schools. As signatory to the Madrid Declaration (at the European Congress on People with a Disability, 2002), Malta joined the rest of Europe in proclaiming that disability is a human rights issue.

Education

282. The National Minimum Curriculum (NMC) published in 1999 emphasised inclusive education among its major principles. In fact, principle 8 states that Maltese society: “believes in the broadening of democratic boundaries, in the fostering of a participatory culture, in the defence of the basic rights of children, in the constant struggle against all those factors that prevent the students’ different abilities from being brought to fruition and in the safeguarding and strengthening of our country’s achievements in the social and cultural fields.”

283. The National Minimum Curriculum stresses that inclusive education is based on the commitment of Maltese society to adopt and implement inclusive educational strategies and policies, as well as respecting and celebrating individual diversity. An Inclusive Education Policy was published by the Ministry of Education in 2000, while in recent years various entities, including government organizations and NGOs, have taken numerous initiatives to provide educational services of an inclusive nature, with special emphasis on collaboration and co-operation between all actors.

284. Learning support in State mainstream schools is provided by facilitators and other learning support assistants. Pre-schooling facilities for children with a disability, who have not yet attained the age of four years, are also offered at home, while hearing impaired children are offered mainstream schooling by peripatetic teachers. The Home-Teaching Scheme of the Ministry of Education caters for the instruction of children who are housebound, through visits by a specially designated teacher. 

Health care

285. The Ministry of Health offers diagnostic services for all disabled persons and medical assessments of any type and degree of disability, physiotherapy, limited speech therapy services, as well as genetic counselling by way of information and advice regarding the cause and prevention of disabilities. Other services form part of the general practice within State hospitals and include inoculation against infectious diseases like tetanus, diphtheria, polio, mumps, measles, German measles, whooping cough, hepatitis and influenza. Disabled persons in need of long-term medical care are treated in State hospitals according to their condition. A specialist paediatric service is offered to all children attending special schools. Physiotherapy, speech therapy and occupational therapy services have been extended to these schools and are provided within the framework of a specialized curriculum.

286. Other medical services for children include integrated health services within the Child Guidance Clinic and the Young People’s Unit (YPU).

287. The Child Guidance Clinic within St. Luke’s Hospital was opened in 1993 and is run by the Department of Psychiatry within the Child Development Assessment Unit (CDAU). The clinic has a team of psychiatrists, psychologists, doctors and social workers who normally accept referrals from general practitioners. Close relationships have also been established with the National Commission Persons with Disability and a protocol for the administration of medicines in schools is currently being finalised.

Employment and participation in civil society

288. The Employment and Training Corporation (ETC) has a number of specialized schemes aimed at facilitating the entry of persons with a disability in the labour market. 

289. Malta is participating in a number of EU projects aimed at integrating youth with a disability in the labour market. Maltese youth are also participating in a project entitled: The Bridge – Connecting Mobility and Disability. The aim of this project is to enable disabled youth to participate actively in creating and developing civil society by joining in events and other activities. The project provides people with disability with the opportunity of travelling and sharing new experiences.

Mental health

290. The Young People’s Unit situated next to Mt. Carmel Psychiatric Hospital provides residential psychiatric care to children up to the age of 17. Originally intended to offer day and night facilities for young people with behavioural problems and other difficulties, it now accepts children with learning difficulties and autism as well as referrals from the Juvenile Court.

291. The role of NGOs in the field of disability is particularly active. The range of services offered by these NGOs includes support groups for parents and children, development programmes for children and young people with disability and specialized teaching programmes for children with learning disabilities.

292. The Richmond Foundation, for instance, works in the field of mental health and offers a number of services to persons suffering from mental health problems including intellectual disability. The Church has also been in the forefront to provide services for persons with disability through id-Dar tal-Providenza, which provides residential and respite care, as well as the Arka Foundation. Other NGOs that work in this field include Dar il-Kaptan, the Physically Handicapped Rehabilitation Fund and the Muscular Dystrophy Group. The services on offer range from residential care to respite, job training and part-time work. The Eden Foundation offers diagnostic and assessment services for children with Down Syndrome or learning difficulties, cerebral palsy, autism and related difficulties. The teaching service is run by peripatetic teachers from local schools. Similar services to children with disabilities and learning disabilities are offered by The Equal Partners Foundation.

Welfare

293. The welfare system in respect of all vulnerable service users is two-pronged. In this manner, persons with disability receive both financial assistance, through social security, as well as other support in the form of personalised social welfare services.

294. The Department of Social Security grants a special weekly children’s allowance to parents of severely disabled children under the age of 16, and pays disabled pensions to beneficiaries who are over 16 years of age. If persons with disability augment their financial means by any income that does not exceed the minimum wage, the disability pension is not forfeited.

343. The National Action Plan devises the following 12 key priorities in support of the above strategy:

- Key priority 1: To increase employment and employability of vulnerable groups (including persons who are unskilled, who have been inactive for a significant period of time, unable to work a full time-table and parents with dependent children and disabled persons)

- Key priority 6: Ensuring further inclusion and equal opportunities for students with disabilities or learning difficulties in primary and secondary schools

Disability scheme

347. The Housing Authority provides financial assistance for adaptation works in houses occupied by persons with disabilities. This assistance enables individuals to adapt their homes according to their needs to achieve more accessibility and be in a position to lead a more independent or semi-independent lifestyle, thus avoiding or delaying institutionalization.

348. A total of 46 children have benefited under this particular scheme. The following table presents a breakdown of these beneficiaries according to age.

List of issues
Part I

4.
Please inform the Committee on measures taken by the State party to prevent discrimination which exist against children with disabilities and migrant children.

8.
Please inform the Committee whether the policy on inclusive education (2000) has been evaluated indicating the impact it had on the enjoyment of the right to education by children with disability. Further, please provide information on whether inclusive education is included as an integral part of teacher training curricula in universities.

Part III

3.
Please provide data on the number of children separated from their families during the years 2009-2012. In doing so, please include information on:

(a)
Factors responsible for the separation; 

(b)
Type of placement allocated; 

(c)
Body/organization providing such placement; and 

(d)
Duration of such placement.
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182.
The Education Act 1989 imposes a duty on each parent of a school-age child to enrol the child at a school and to ensure that the child attends and remains at school. There are however exceptions where a child is ill or there is some other significant cause to prevent the child attending school (sect. 25).  Upon failing to enrol the child, a parent is liable upon conviction to a fine.  A parent is also liable to a fine if a child’s attendance is irregular without just cause (sect. 30).  Where a school-age child is suffering from a disability, the Director of Education may take steps to provide suitable education for the child and direct the child be sent to a special class providing for special education (sect. 27).  

Disabled children (art. 23)

236.
There are two children in Niue who suffer from serious intellectual disabilities, one in primary school and one in high school. Whilst these students are to be supported by a teacher’s aid this has not always been possible due to reduced teacher numbers. Each student moves with her class each year but due to lack of specialist assistance may not be included in lessons. Other students have been identified with learning disabilities, such as dyslexia. However, there is no specialist assistance currently available for these children. 

237.
There are no children with physical disabilities in Niue. It is possible that this is because people with physical disability require off island care.

238.
The children receive financial support in the form of a welfare benefit from the Department of Community Affairs.

280.
The Government of Niue also provides assistance for people living with disabilities with varied sums depending on the severity of each case. Niue residents who are over 60 years receive a Pension Benefit of $200 per fortnight (Pensions and Benefits Act 1991).

321.
Niue has a very small number of children with disabilities which makes it difficult to provide the necessary specialist attention. Please refer to further information under the heading of “Special Education”.

Special education

333.
The Education Act requires parents of disabled children are under a duty to take steps to provide efficient and suitable education for their school-aged child.  Upon failure on the part of the parents to provide that education for the child, the Director of Education may direct that the child be sent to a special school, class, or other institution providing special education as considered appropriate (sect.27).

334.
A special education unit was set up as part of the Niue High School.  The classroom was modified to enable accessibility to children with disability.  In 1995, there were 5 students in the programme but when this report was compiled, there were no students in the programme or special classes for children with disabilities. The classroom has been converted into a Dental Clinic.

335.
The Department of Education reports that there are two students considered as having a disability currently in Niue. Each student, one in primary and one in high school, should have a teacher’s assistant assigned to them. However, with the lack of teachers a dedicated teacher’s aid is rarely available. As a result, the student is not always able to stay with their own class and may not be included in lessons. There is an admitted lack of training and awareness of how to best cater for children with special needs.

336.
The Department of Education and the Department of Health are currently consulting with each other to determine potential avenues of assessment and management for children with intellectual or learning disabilities. 

337.
The provisions of health care and educational needs of children with disabilities are not well defined in either policy or legislation, apart from providing for the availability of a disability welfare benefit.  

List of Issues
7.
Please update the Committee on measures taken to introduce effective and confidential sexual and reproductive health programmes for adolescents that are aimed at combating teenage pregnancy and that take into account adolescents’ right to privacy. Also please inform the Committee of policies, strategies and other measures taken, if any:

(a)
To raise awareness among children and adolescents of the health implications and consequences associated with early sexual relations;

(b)
To eliminate gender-based stereotypes and societal taboos which contribute to persistent discrimination and sexual abuse of girls at school and at home;

(c)
To establish mental health services and programmes for adolescents.

Part III Data, statistics and other information, if available

1.
Please provide information on the number of complaints and number of victims of sexual abuse, including incest, under the age of 18 between the years 2005 and 2010, disaggregated by age and sex; on the number of investigations and prosecutions carried out in this regard; and on pending cases.

2.
Please provide data on the number of children with disabilities and on the number of those who enjoy access to education.
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