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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the list of issues for Pre-sessional Working Group, CRC 55th Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

DENMARK

State report



Denmark ratified the CRPD on 24 July 2009.

333.
1.  The teacher training programme: No explicit requirements have been defined for the teacher training programme in the area of teaching children with disabilities. Please refer to Article 28, however, in respect of special educational measures.
390.
1.  The teacher training programme: During their education, student teachers are required to work with disadvantaged children and the related issues of preventing child abuse and neglect in general. The pedagogical subjects of the teacher training programme must also qualify teachers to work with children of non-Danish ethnic origin as well as social education problems. Student teachers must develop skills for teaching in culturally diverse primary and lower secondary schools. The curriculum consists of cultural theory as well as theories of and research into identity development and learning in children and young people from different social and cultural backgrounds. Students work with theories of multicultural background, social integration, cultural encounters and intercultural education. They are also required to become competent in creating, maintaining and leading inclusive groups, including particularly vulnerable groups of children. The curriculum also provides instruction in the purpose and significance of social education to learning, cultural education and social integration; differentiated teaching; guidance and methods for identifying conditions that perpetuate inappropriate responses and actions; and observation, description and analysis of interaction and development potential. Students can also elect to qualify themselves. 

417.
In 2005 13,600 ‘Folkeskole’ students received special needs education compared with 10,800 in 2001, an increase of 26%. In the same period the number of students attending ‘Folkeskole’ (including students in special schools) rose by 4%.

Ordinary and extensive special needs education in the ‘Folkeskole’ and private elementary schools 

	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Ordinary special needs education in special classes
	    Number

	‘Folkeskole’
	10 772
	11 529
	11 515
	13 125
	13 567

	Private elementary schools
	163
	130
	295
	364
	275

	Extensive special needs education/severely disabled
	     Number

	‘Folkeskole’
	8 798
	9 901
	9 968
	10 233
	10 491

	Private elementary schools
	413
	552
	663
	866
	1 010


Source:  UNI•C Statistik & Analyse.

1114.
Another part of the restructuring of the special needs area is the establishment of ‘centre schools’ at selected schools, where units for special needs pupils in the school district will be created, i.e. children with autism, AD/HD, Down’s syndrome, etc. 

911.
There are two national residential institutions and three disability ‘satellites’ for children in Greenland. In addition, there is one residential institution for both children and adults with disabilities, accommodating persons from 12 years of age. 21 children with a disability are placed at an institution, while 7 are in foster care.

	Institution
	Antal børn
	Disability

	Ivaaraq – children and young persons with multiple disabilities
	8 children
	Brain damage, epilepsy, spasticity and hearing and vision impairment

	Gertrud Rask Memorial – disability institution
	9 children
	Mental retardation, ADHD, infantile organically-induced attention deficit disorder

	Aaqa – adults with mental disorders
	1 young person
	Prader Willi Syndrome – Placed in a ‘satellite’ unit

	Meeqqat Angerlarsimaffiat – Residential care of children and young persons
	1 young person
	Brain damage, placed in a ‘satellite’ unit

	Ikinngut – mentally disabled adults
	2 young persons
	Mental retardation, placed in a ‘satellite’ unit


Suggestions for list of issues 
· What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into core teacher training curricula to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education from the beginning of teacher’s careers?

· Please provide statistics of the number of disabled children attending mainstream schools, the number of those children participating in mainstream classes, the number of children participating in special classes within mainstream schools, the division of time between the two kinds of classes.
· Is it a requirement by the Ministry of Education that all children, attending either mainstream or special schools, have an individual education plan setting out the student’s individual learning programme and the cycle of assessment, planning, provision and evaluation surrounding a student’s learning?
· Regarding para 911, please explain why children with disabilities are placed into adult institutions?  What are ‘satellite units’?  What special measures are taken to ensure their protection in adult institutions?  
· What community based services exist in Denmark, Greenland and the Faroe Islands to support community living for children and young adults with disabilities?
· What steps is the government taking to increase foster care and to increase rehabilitation towards community living for children with disabilities?  
· Please provide information on the designation of a national body to monitor the implementation of the CRPD, including the rights of children with disabilities (Article 33, CRPD).
· What steps are being taken to sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD?
AFGHANISTAN

State report


Afghanistan has not signed nor ratified the CRPD.


National Strategy for Children with Disabilities

57. In addition to social policies for children, the National Strategy for Children with Disabilities have been adopted by the MoLSAMD in 2008 which assists children with disabilities by taking measures in education, health, and technical and professional training according to their disability needs and promoting participation in national and international forums. Since the National Strategy for Children with Disabilities has recently been adopted, no clear achievements can be reported at this stage.
Social Protection Strategy

58.
This Strategy was adopted in 2007 aiming to provide a safety net for the most vulnerable segments of the society, particularly, children and people with disabilities, families of martyrs, retired civil servants, orphans, street working children, poor women, and rural communities suffering from acute poverty. The strategy proposes three social protection programmes between the periods of 2008 to 2013. The MoLSAMD is the main implementer of the strategy in coordination with other ministries and civil society organizations.

65.
According to the criteria set by the MoLSAMD for admission of children to orphanages only a child without a father is considered an orphan and can be granted admission. For the support and care of orphans and children without family care the GoA has created 62 orphanages across the country within the framework of the MoLSAMD. Presently, there are 12,209 children (5,270 girls and 6,939 boys) of different ages in these centres; 29 of these children have some form of disability. The Government has provided, through its limited resources, for the board and lodging, care, education, and health and leisure facilities for these children within the centres. Official state orphanages of Afghanistan are regulated by the Regulation of Orphanages (1086). A new regulation is under preparation that will set the minimum standards and rules of the orphanages.

66.
Poverty, conflict, and other risk factors in Afghanistan, in combination with a systemic lack of social services, family support and alternative care services, has led to the continued expansion of residential care in the country. This is a problem that the National Strategy for Children at Risk is trying to address with emphasis on a comprehensive child protection and family support system.

214.
Under education, the Government is obligated to establish primary schools with appropriate materials and support such as: communication equipments, sign language, Braille, as well as supporting and training teachers and parents. The Government has, to date, established a limited number of schools for children with disabilities in Herat and Kabul. Private schools run by non-governmental organizations such as Family Welfare Foundation (FWF), National Association for Hearing Impaired, and schools for children with visual impairment currently exist in limited numbers. A range of financial aid is provided by civil society organizations to families with children with disabilities to enable children to attend special schools.

232.
One hundred and twenty children from various backgrounds, including children with hearing disabilities, from community based schools have entered ten mainstream schools in the capital after completing grade 6 under the inclusive education project. These schools have trained teachers to work with children with different needs. However, the project is only at 5 per cent–10 per cent of its implementation stage.

233.
The Education Strategy on children with disabilities aims to ensure that at least 45 per cent of boys and 30 per cent of girls will have access to education by the end of 2010. Currently, almost 90 per cent of children with disabilities do not have access to education and work with children with visual disabilities is even more limited. A new regulation is being developed for ‘inclusive education’, which would allow children with disabilities to enter mainstream schools after a certain grade has been completed. Recently, an article has been included to ensure that children with disabilities are able to enter mainstream education. Further information can be found in section, ‘Rights of Children with Disabilities’.

100.
A regular reporting system regarding abortion does not exist at the national level, nevertheless the Law of Health emphasizes the healthy development of the fetus (art. 23.2). Regarding infanticide and general attitude towards this, especially infanticide of girls and the disabled as well as intentional abortion are illegal and there is no case of fetus abortion reported in hospitals. Infanticide, whether of girls or boys, is deemed a crime by Sharia law. Although the MoPH has not yet introduced a live birth registration system, recently it has been working on a demographic surveillance system which is expected to report such incidences if they arise in the country in the near future.

335.
Article 429 arguably criminalizes rape by providing for punishment, not exceeding seven years of imprisonment, for anyone who “through  violence, threat, or deceit violates the chastity of another”. The crime of statutory rape, which protects girls under the age of consent, is unknown in Afghan law. The Penal Code does not contain provisions regarding domestic violence.

337.
Victims of rape are often reluctant to complain to the authorities for fear of being further shamed and for being prosecuted for unlawful sexual activity. There are no facilities for forensic investigations that are essential for the collection of evidence in rape cases. Instead virginity testing is carried out on rape victims. Results of virginity tests and witness statements when they exist are currently the only supporting evidence that can be produced before the court in rape cases.

338.
According to monthly data collected by CPAN from June 2007 to June 2008, 41 cases of rape and 36 incidents of sexual abuse against children of both sexes were reported in 20 provinces. Due to taboo and stigma associated with sexual abuse in the context of the Afghan society, only a limited number of complaints are officially filed.

Suggestions for list of issues

· What measures are being taken to ensure effective implementation of the National Strategy for Children with Disabilities and the Social Protection Strategy to ensure that the rights of children with disabilities are being upheld?  
· What are the specific responsibilities of the following bodies in implementing the National Strategy for Children with Disabilities:
· Ministries of Labour and Social Affairs, Martyrs and the Disabled (MoLSAMD),

· the Ministry of Education,

· the Ministry of Justice (MoJ); 

· Ministry of Public Health (MoPH); 

· Ministry of Information, Culture and the Youth (MoICY); 

· General Statistics Department; 
· Office of the President’s Advisor on Children and Youth; 

· Office of the President’s Advisor on Education and Health; 

· Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC).

· Please provide disaggregated data (by sex, age group and geographical area) for the years on the number of children with disabilities:

(a)
Living with their families;


(b)
Living in institutions;


(c)
Placed with a foster family;


(d)
Attending regular schools;


(e)
Attending special schools; 


(f)
Not attending any school.

· How many disabled children of the 120 children involved in the inclusive education project entered mainstream schooling?  Which body is responsible for monitoring and evaluating the inclusive education project?  How do they monitor the integration of disabled children into mainstream schools?
· Please provide details of the new regulation on inclusive education, and the government’s concrete plan to implement inclusive education for children with disabilities including the development of accessible curricula, the training of teachers and school staff, making schools accessible for children with disabilities, raising community awareness of the benefits of inclusive schools, etc.
· What steps is the Government taking to eradicate the causes of infanticide and selective abortion, and to educate the public against such practices?
· What steps is the Government taking to include domestic violence in the Penal Code? Are complaint mechanisms made accessible for children with disabilities to report violence in the home, in school, in care facilities? Please provide statistics on the incidences of violence experienced by children with disabilities, in particular girls with disabilities.
· What steps are currently being taken to sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities?

BELARUS

State Report

Report available in French and Russian.

Belarus has not signed nor ratified the CRPD.

71.
Un enseignement sur la protection des droits et le respect des intérêts de l’enfant est dispensé au personnel des établissements d’enseignement, notamment aux sociopédagogues et aux psychologues dans le cadre du recyclage et de la formation continue organisés dans les instituts régionaux de formation continue et à l’Académie nationale des études postuniversitaires, ainsi que dans les établissements d’enseignement supérieur du pays.    

72.
L’Institut de recyclage et de formation continue des juges et des agents du parquet, des tribunaux et des organes judiciaires de l’Université d’État du Bélarus dispense des cours qui portent notamment sur l’application de la législation dans les litiges découlant des relations matrimoniales et familiales et mettant en jeu les droits et intérêts des enfants.

74.
Les établissements de formation du Ministère de l’intérieur organisent des cours de perfectionnement aux droits de l’enfant pour les agents des inspections des affaires des mineurs.

90.
L’article 11 de la Loi sur les droits de l’enfant garantit le droit de l’enfant à la libre expression de ses opinions sur toutes questions l’intéressant.  L’enfant a également le droit d’être entendu, directement ou par l’intermédiaire de son représentant ou d’un organe compétent, dans toutes les procédures judiciaires ou administratives le concernant.

276.
En vertu de l’article 154 du Code du mariage et de la famille, l’activité des tuteurs et les conditions de vie des enfants en tutelle sont supervisées par les services de tutelle et de curatelle du lieu de résidence des enfants concernés. À cette fin, ces services procèdent à au moins deux inspections par an. 

479.
Durant l’année scolaire 2007/2008, le réseau d’établissements dispensant un enseignement secondaire spécialisé était constitué de 195 établissements publics (138 700 enfants) et de 10 établissements privés (15 800 enfants).  
Suggestions for list of issues

· How do the trainings outlined in paras 71, 72 & 74 address and convey the needs and interests of children with disabilities?

· How does the Government ensure that children with disabilities exercise their freedom of expression and freedom of information on an equal basis with others? 

· Besides the two inspections carried out per year by the Guardianship services, how else does the state monitor the well-being of children in care, whether it be within a foster family or in institutionalized care? Please provide information on the occurrences of penalties and prosecutions arising out of breach of duty in foster or state care.

· What measures are in place to inform and assist children to signal abuse of their rights?  Are these measures accessible to children with disabilities? What specific measures are in place to ensure the protection of rights of children with disabilities in foster care or state care?

· Please provide recent statistics (2008, 2009, 2010) of the number of schools welcoming children with special learning needs (both mainstream schools and special schools), and the total number of students in each school, and the number of students with disabilities attending each.

· Is it a requirement by the Ministry of Education that all children, attending either mainstream or special schools, have an individual education plan setting out the student’s individual learning programme and the cycle of assessment, planning, provision and evaluation surrounding a student’s learning?

· What steps are currently being taken to sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities?

BAHREIN

State Report
Report available in Arabic and Spanish.

Bahrein signed the CRPD on 25 June 2007.

Suggestions for list of issues

· What steps are currently being taken to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities?

CUBA

State Report 

Report available in English and Spanish.

Cuba ratified the CRPD on 6 September 2007.

432. Special education is an example of the efforts made in Cuba to level out the opportunities available for all children and adolescents so that differences in physical,

intellectual and sensorial development are not barriers to obtaining the benefits of these changes, in the interests of human betterment. The importance of this effort has been amply confirmed by different international forums as part of the principle of integration and recognition of the importance of “education for all”.

433. The right to education extends to all mentally or physically handicapped children in the form of special education. In the 2007-2008 school year, over 42,000 children were in special education in 403 special schools. Of these, 627 pupils were blind or vision impaired, 934 were deaf or hard of hearing and 1,300 were motor-impaired, while 40,537 children with other types of disabilities were being educated in different schools.

434. 185 autistic children are being educated in the country, 52 of them forming the pupil body of the Dora Alonso school while the rest are educated in special classrooms and facilities in the different areas of the country.

581. Decree-Law 175, containing a number of amendments to Law 62 of the Criminal

Code, was approved on 17 June 1997, while 1999 saw the implementation of Law 87, which maintains the policy of applying increasingly severe sanctions to those who transgress standards of social behaviour, analysing most particularly the section dealing with protection for children and adolescents.
582. The first of these amendments added the offence of procuring and human trafficking, a procurer being deemed to be anyone using prostitution for his or her own benefit, including anyone inducing or abetting prostitution or sexual commerce and anyone owning or running an establishment or premises dedicated to this practice. The penalties are of a higher order if those carrying out this activity have responsibilities for the protection of health, public order, education, tourism, the guidance of the young or the struggle against prostitution, if they employ threats, blackmail, coercion or abuse of authority or if the victim is a disabled person in the perpetrator’s care.

585. Particularly severe penalties are provided for when the perpetrator employs violence or intimidation, causes injuries or sickness in the minor or uses more than one minor, or if the offence is committed by a person exercising parental authority, guardianship or care over the minor, or if the victim is a child under 12 or is in a state of mental derangement or suffering from temporary mental disorders or has lost the use of his or her reason or senses or is incapable of resistance, or when the act is committed by two or more people.

606. The Cuban Institute of Radio and Television gives priority to the child audience when developing its programming, with a view to contributing to children’s general education and development by highlighting ethical and aesthetic topics that by their nature are contrary to any practice that might be harmful to normal childhood development. Thus, all radio broadcasters and television centres in the country publicize children’s rights with a view to raising awareness of the subject throughout the population. 

607. These subjects are dealt with in family and general programmes, including the subject of sexual behaviour that might have adverse psychological effects on children and adolescents.

608. The Cuban Institute of Radio and Television has systematically addressed different subjects that in one way or another contribute to the development of responsible practices and attitudes towards the rights of children and adolescents.

Suggestions for list of issues

· What steps is the Government taking to provide inclusive education to children with disabilities in accordance with Article 24 of the CRPD? Please provide statistics over the last years of the number of children with disabilities attending mainstream schools.  What measures are being taken to ensure that mainstream schools are accessible to children with disabilities (e.g. physical environment, teacher training, curricula development, etc).
· Is it a requirement by the Ministry of Education that all children, attending either mainstream or special schools, have an individual education plan setting out the student’s individual learning programme and the cycle of assessment, planning, provision and evaluation surrounding a student’s learning?
· With respect to Decree Law 175 and Law 87 on protecting children and adolescents (see paras 581, 582 & 585), what do “particularly severe penalties” consist of?  Please provide data on the number of cases that penalties were ordered concerning a disabled child victim.  What special measures is the Government taking to protect children with disabilities from such exploitation and violence?  
· How is information about seeking help and making complaints against perpetrators made available to children with disabilities?  
· Are these programmes, and other information targeted at children, available in accessible formats for children with disabilities? 
· Please provide information on the designation of a national body to monitor the implementation of the CRPD, including the rights of children with disabilities (Article 33, CRPD).
· What steps are being taken to sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD?
LAOS

State Report
Report available in French and Spanish. 

Laos ratified the CRPD on 25 September 2009.

90.
Le premier rapport n’avait pas fait mention des enfants handicapés, mais d’après la loi et en réalité ils sont considérés comme des citoyens en général sans aucune discrimination, que ce soit sur le plan des droits ou sur le plan des intérêts. Plus encore, étant donné que les infirmes, les handicapés et les aliénés mentaux sont ceux qui n’ont pas la force et la santé normales, le Gouvernement considère qu’il est nécessaire que la famille, les organisations et la société veillent étroitement sur leur santé par des soins appropriés et en créant des conditions favorables pour qu’ils puissent vivre et se reposer convenablement et participer dans les activités sociales (art. 32 de la loi sur l’hygiène, la prophylaxie et la promotion de la santé).

e)
Dans le projet de réadaptation des handicapés, le Gouvernement avait insisté sur la formation des volontaires du village pour les placer dans des unités mobiles comprenant un médecin, un(e) assistant(e) social(e), un kinésithérapeute et un(e) infirmier(e). Cette unité mobile a pour tâche d’aller dans les villages pour donner des conseils, le volontaire villageois jouant le rôle de coordinateur avec l’autorité administrative et la communauté du village.

f)
Dans l’exécution de leurs tâches, ces unités mobiles avaient rencontré un certain nombre de difficultés, telles que le manque d’expérience et le niveau d’éducation peu élevé des volontaires villageois, bien qu’ils aient participé à plusieurs séances de formation, certaines familles aisées avaient tendance à dissimuler leurs enfants handicapés, manque de personnel pour faire fonctionner le projet, réseau de santé publique encore restreint, manque d’informations précises sur les lieux de soins à l’intention des handicapés, et manque de manuels sur les handicapés pour une large dissémination.

26.
Étant donné que la population lao est composée de plusieurs ethnies (voir par. 4, supra), le système juridique de la RDP lao garantit la non-discrimination entre ces ethnies. La Constitution prévoit que «l’État applique une politique de solidarité et d’égalité entre les diverses ethnies… Est interdit tout acte de division et de discrimination entre les ethnies» (art. 8), et «tous les citoyens lao, quels que soient leur sexe, leur condition sociale, leur niveau d’instruction, leur croyance et leur appartenance ethnique, sont égaux devant la loi» (art. 35). Le principe de l’égalité devant la loi sans discrimination est mentionné dans presque toutes les lois destinées à protéger et à assurer les droits, libertés et intérêts des citoyens lao, adultes comme enfants. La RDP lao n’a pas de lois particulières pour ceux qui ne sont pas des citoyens lao, des réfugiés ou des demandeurs d’asile; mais l’article 50 de la Constitution dispose que «les ressortissants étrangers et les apatrides ont droit à la protection de leurs droits et libertés conformément à la loi de la RDP lao. Ils ont le droit de saisir les tribunaux et les services concernés de la RDP lao. Ils ont le devoir de respecter la Constitution et la législation en vigueur en RDP lao». En ce qui concerne les enfants de ces ressortissants étrangers et apatrides qui vivent dans le territoire de la RDP lao, ils sont protégés par la loi comme les enfants lao.

103.
L’article 22, alinéa 2, de la Constitution dispose que «l’État et la société créent les conditions pour que le peuple entier reçoive l’éducation, particulièrement les habitants des régions éloignés et isolées, les ethnies, les femmes, les enfants et les défavorisés». En outre, la loi sur l’éducation réaffirme que «tous les citoyens lao, sans distinction d’ethnie, de race, de religion, d’âge et de statut familial, ont droit à l’éducation» (art. 3); «tous les élèves et les étudiants ont des droits égaux à l’éducation, les écoles, les instituts d’éducation et les organes de gestion de l’éducation à tous les niveaux, garantissent l’égalité entre les sexes et les ethnies quant aux droits d’admission aux études» (art. 22). L’État «est directement responsable du développement de l’éducation nationale» (art. 5, al. 2); dans le développement de l’éducation, l’État «porte son attention sur les ethnies des régions éloignées et isolées, les femmes, les défavorisés et les talentueux» (art. 5, al. 3) et «l’État a un régime d’aide aux élèves et étudiants des régions éloignées et isolées, aux filles défavorisées, aux excellents étudiants et aux bons étudiants issus des familles pauvres; il encourage en même temps les personnes et les organisations à les aider sous les formes appropriées» (art. 23). 

104. iv)
Pour les enfants handicapés, il a été établi le projet d’éducation commune qui, actuellement s’est étendu dans toutes les provinces du pays, englobant environ 80 districts; 250 écoles, dans lesquelles plus de 1 700 élèves handicapés, tant mentaux que physiques font leurs études et participent au projet. Ces enfants vont en classes communes avec les enfants normaux de leurs localités de résidence. À présent, une majoration du salaire en faveur des enseignants de ces classes communes est en cours d’examen.

106.
Les enfants qui n’ont pas pu exercer leur droit à l’éducation peuvent être classés en cinq catégories: les orphelins, les handicapés, les enfants abandonnés, les enfants des rues et les enfants toxicomanes.

b)
Pour les enfants handicapés, il y en a plusieurs catégories, à savoir: les handicapés de naissance, les handicapés par maladies contagieuses, par des conditions physiques et morales non causées par des maladies contagieuses, et par des chocs violents ou des blessures; mais les informations relatives aux enfants handicapés sont rares parce qu’il n’en existe pas de système de collecte régulière. Les cas rencontrés le plus souvent sont les handicapés par la carence de substances nutritives et par des engins non explosés (voir aussi par. 41 b) et 104 a) iv), supra).

Suggestions for list of issues

· What are the specific plans of the Government to include an explicit prohibition of discrimination based on disability into the Constitution and the Law on Education (see para 103)?

· What are the particular diagnoses/disabilities of the 1700 disabled children who have been integrated into their local schools (see para 104(iv))?

· How are children with psycho-social disabilities, intellectual disabilities, and autism classified according to the different disability categories outlined in para 106(b)? What specific measures are taken to ensure that inclusive education is available and accessible by all children with disabilities in accordance with Articles 23 and 28 of the CRC and Article 24 of the CRPD?

· What steps is the Government taking to eliminate stigma attached to disability and to educate the public, including rural communities, about the rights of children with disabilities to inclusive education and their right to full and active participation in the life of the community?

· Please provide information on the designation of a national body to monitor the implementation of the CRPD, including the rights of children with disabilities (Article 33, CRPD).
· What steps are being taken to sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD?
New Zealand

State Report
New Zealand ratified the CRPD on 25 September 2008.

43.
In 2007, the Ministry of Justice undertook a comprehensive review of all the settings where young people are detained. It confirmed that New Zealand is compliant in the following areas: the Customs Service (border control), the Defence Force (imprisoning defence force personnel), and the Ministry of Health (mental health).
Suggestions for list of issues

· Please provide details of the review undertaken by the Ministry of Justice of detentions mandated under the Ministry of Health.  Upon what criteria was the review based to determine that New Zealand was compliant in the area of mental health detentions.  Did the review encompass both voluntary and involuntary placements of children? Is it required to obtain consent from children or is this substituted by consent of a parent or guardian?  
· How is information concerning mental health detention communicated to children with disabilities? How is it ensured that their views are sought and taken into account? 
· Please provide statistics from the Ministry of Health of detention of children with disabilities in the last years including the nature of the detention (voluntary, involuntary), duration of detention, age of child, cause of detention, perceived disability/diagnosis, periodic review of detention.
· Please provide information on the designation of a national body to monitor the implementation of the CRPD, including the rights of children with disabilities (Article 33, CRPD).
· What steps are being taken to sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD?
SINGAPORE

State Report
1.1 The Singapore Government remains committed to ensuring that there is no systematic discrimination against any vulnerable groups, including women and persons with disabilities in Singapore. While Singapore does not have any specific gender equality or anti-gender discrimination legislation, the provisions under the Constitution necessarily encompass non-discrimination against women and persons with disabilities.

4.8 The Singapore Government continues to invest in education for children with disabilities, guided by its strong commitment to ability-driven education. To that end, MOE continues to pursue a continuum of support to pupils with disabilities. The level of support is determined by finding a goodness-of-fit between the child's special educational needs and the environment that provides the optimal level of support. 

4.9 Children with mild to moderate disabilities are admitted to mainstream schools if they are able to cope with the pace and learning environment. Facilities and resources are incorporated in mainstream schools to meet their learning needs. These include dedicated personnel such as special needs officers, teachers trained in special needs, additional support from resource teachers, assistive devices and accessibility features. These provisions are provided for in mainstream schools that are geographically spread out to facilitate access.  There are about 4,000 children with mild to moderate special learning needs in mainstream schools. Special needs officers are deployed to assist teachers and to help the children learn in these schools. These schools are staffed by specially trained teachers who are assisted by medically trained personnel and support staff, with a curriculum and environment specially tailored to their needs.

4.10 For children with more severe needs and who require intensive individualised support, provisions are provided in alternative support settings such as special education schools, where they can learn at their own pace and be developed to their full potential. There are approximately 4,800 children with more severe special needs receiving education in 21 special education (SPED) schools.  Of these children, about 500 of them currently take the mainstream curriculum in SPED schools.  The 21 SPED schools receive funding up to four times the cost of primary education. In addition, schools with secondary aged students doing mainstream secondary or prevocational curriculum receive funding up to four times the cost of secondary education.
Suggestions for list of issues

· What are the specific plans of the Government to include an explicit prohibition of discrimination based on disability into the Constitution and the Compulsory Education Act?

· Are special education schools (SPED) managed and run by the Ministry of Education? 

· Please explain why the education of children with disabilities does not fall under compulsory education? What steps is the Government taking to encompass education of children with disabilities, including special education, under the Compulsory Education Act?

· How does the Government ensure that children with disabilities exercise their freedom of expression and freedom of information on an equal basis with others? 

· What steps are currently being taken to sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities?
UKRAINE

State Report
Report available in Russian.

Ukraine ratified the CRPD and the Optional Protocol on 2 April 2010.
Suggestions for list of issues

· Please provide information on the designation of a national body to monitor the implementation of the CRPD, including the rights of children with disabilities (Article 33, CRPD).
· What steps are being taken to sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD?
1

