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I. SUMMARY

ICELAND

CRC ratification: 1992
Iceland has signed but not ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
ITALY

CRC ratification: 1991 

Italy ratified the CRPD and its Optional Protocol on 15 May 2009. 
Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
PANAMA

CRC ratification: 1990 

Panamá ratified the CRPD and its Optional Protocol on 7 August 2007. 

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
REPUBLIC OF KOREA

CRC ratification: 1991
Korea ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 11 December 2008.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
SEYCHELLES

CRC ratification: 1990 

Seychelles ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 2 October 2009.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

CRC ratification: 1993. 

Syria ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 10 July 2009.

Click here to access to the references of children with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
II. EXCERPTS FROM REPORTS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCES TO
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

ICELAND
Concluding Observations


3.
The Committee welcomes/notes as positive the adoption of the following legislative measures: 

(i)
The Act No.22/2006 on payments to parents of chronically ill or severely disabled children and its amendment by Act No.158/2007; and

28.
The Committee notes the State party’s indication that the Children’s Act secures the right of children to form their own opinions and to express them. The Committee also appreciates that under the Youth Act municipal authorities may establish youth councils to advise authorities on youth affairs. Nevertheless the Committee remains concerned that there is no legal requirement that such councils be established nor any procedures and regulations governing the functioning of such councils, leaving them at the discretion of municipalities. The Committee is also concerned that all children may not have equal opportunity to express their views. 

29.
In light of the Committee’s general comment No. 12 (2009) on the right of the child to be heard, the Committee recommends the State party to adopt  regulations governing the functioning, role and mandate of youth councils and to ensure that children’s views are given due consideration in courts, schools, relevant administrative and other processes concerning children and in the home, including children with disabilities, immigrant children or children in other vulnerable situations.

Children with disabilities 

34.
The Committee welcomes Act No.22/2006 and amendments thereto in 2007, providing payment to parents of chronically ill or severely disabled children as well as its efforts to integrate children with disabilities in regular schools. However, the Committee is concerned that access to services by children with disabilities may be limited by public allocations. The Committee also regrets lack of data on children with disabilities disaggregated by types of disabilities, age and gender.

35.
In light of its general comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006), the Committee recommends that the State party: 

(a)
Continue and strengthen measures to include children with disabilities in all areas of life;

(b)
Ensure that children with disabilities are provided with all necessary support and services without undue delay and financial constraints should not be an obstacle in accessing services;

(c)
Ensure that data collected on persons with disabilities is disaggregated also by the nature of the disability, age and gender; and

(d)
Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol without delay.

46.
The Committee welcomes numerous legislative acts adopted by the State party aimed at strengthening the best of interest of the child in education and promoting the welfare of children in schools. However, the Committee is concerned that 

a) the recent cutbacks may leave children with special needs, including children with disabilities, with less attention; 

b) children are often subjected to serious and protracted bullying without     satisfactory and clear steps of action taken by school authorities; and 

c) the drop-out of immigrant children from upper secondary schools remains a problem.

47.
Taking into account its general comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take necessary measures to meet the need of children with special needs, including training for teachers who work with children with special needs, including children with disabilities;

(b)
Enhance the measures undertaken to combat all forms of bullying and harassment, by improving school regulations towards misbehaving as well as improving the capacity of teachers, all those working at schools and students to accept diversity and improve their conflict resolution skills;

(c)
Strengthen measures to address the problem of immigrant children drop-outs from upper secondary schools.

59.
The Committee recommends that the State party, in order to further strengthen the fulfilment of children's rights, ratify the treaties: International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families,  Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance, Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, Optional Protocol to the Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
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ITALY
Concluding Observations
4.         The Committee also welcomes the ratification of or accession to:

(b) The International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, in 2009;

Data collection

16.
The Committee takes note of the creation of a national information system on care and protection of children and their families, to be concluded in 2012. Nevertheless, the Committee remains concerned at the limited data available on the enjoyment of children’s rights, notably statistics on child victims of violence, children deprived of their family environment (including children in foster care), child victims of economic exploitation, children with disabilities, adopted children, and refugee and asylum-seeking children. The Committee expresses concern at the significant discrepancies in capacity and effectiveness of regional data collection mechanisms. 

17.
The Committee urges the State party to ensure that the national information system on the care and protection of children and their families become fully operational and has the necessary human, technical and financial resources to be effective in gathering pertinent information throughout the country to strengthen the State party’s ability to promote and protect children’s rights. In particular, the Committee recommends that the State party ensure a fully consistent approach across all regions to effectively measure and address regional disparities.

Children with disabilities 

45. 
The Committee regrets the limited information in the State party’s report on children with disabilities. While welcoming efforts to integrate children with disability in the school system, the Committee is concerned that disability is still conceptualized as a “handicap” rather than approached with the aim of ensuring social inclusion of children with disabilities, and that there are regional disparities in the provision of specialist teachers in school. The Committee is further concerned at inadequacies and delays with respect to ensuring special care for children with disabilities in early childhood and the lack of statistical data for children with disability in the age group 0-6 years. 

46. 
The Committee recommends that the State party review existing policies and programmes to ensure a rights based approach in relation to children with disabilities and consider information and training initiatives to ensure that relevant Government officials and community at large are sensitized in this respect. The Committee also recommends that the State party provide sufficient numbers of specialist teachers to all schools so that all children with disabilities can enjoy access to high quality inclusive education. Furthermore, the Committee recommends that the State party gather specific and disaggregated data on children with disabilities, including the age group of 0-6 years, to adapt policies and programs according to such needs. The Committee encourages the State Party to take into account the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities in this respect.
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PANAMA
Concluding Observations
4.
The Committee also welcomes the ratification of:

(d)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol in 2007.

5.
The Committee also welcomes the following institutional and policy measures:

(f)
The creation of the National Secretariat on Disabilities, in 2007.

Non-discrimination

33.
The Committee remains concerned at the continued disparities affecting Afro-Panamanian, indigenous children and children with disabilities with regard to access to health care, education and other basic services,, as is made evident by the higher rates of infant mortality especially due to preventable diseases, malnutrition, maternal mortality and school drop-outs. It is also concerned at discrimination by police and other security forces against Afro-Panamanian children living in marginalized urban neighbourhoods, who are wrongly perceived as potential delinquents, as a result of such measures as curfew for children and campaigns through mass media linking adolescents to alleged increases in criminality.

34.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

a)
Undertake efforts, in collaboration with civil society, to eliminate social discrimination and prejudice against Afro-Panamanian, indigenous children and children with disabilities through, among others, legislative measures, awareness-raising programmes through the mass media, the social networks and the educational system, as well as through in-service training for public officials, including the police and security officers;

Respect for the views of the child

37.
The Committee notes with concern that the views of children and adolescents are adequately taken into account in judicial and administrative decision-making processes in matters that concern them. 

38.
In light of its General comment No. 12 (2009) on the right of the child to be heard, the Committee recommends that the State party:

a)
Strengthen the opportunities for children and adolescents, to freely express their views in all matters affecting them;

b)
Ensure that their views are taken into account in any judicial and administrative decision affecting them; and

c)
Take into consideration the special requirements and linguistic needs of children with disabilities, indigenous and migrant children, and other children in situations of vulnerability.

Children with disabilities

52.
The Committee takes note of the State party efforts at realizing the rights of children with disabilities in equal terms as all other children. In this sense, it appreciates the inclusion of questions related to disability in the 2010 census and the implementation of its cash transfer programme (Red de Oportunidades) as well as the recently-launched cash transfer programme for families of people with disabilities (Angel Guardián), acknowledging the present need for social assistance policies of this nature. However, it is concerned that the State party is not allocating enough financial and human resources to policies that aim at changing the social structures in order to achieve an inclusive society for children with disabilities or the adoption of a comprehensive policy to provide reasonable accommodation allowing children with disabilities to enjoy their rights.

53.
The Committee recommends that the State party allocate sufficient resources in order to integrate the majority of children with disabilities into a system of inclusive education in regular schools. The Committee further recommends that the State party elaborate a comprehensive policy for people with disabilities, in a way that all children with disabilities can access reasonable accommodations for the enjoyment of the rights enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA
Concluding Observations
3.
The Committee welcomes the adoption of the following legislative measures:

(f)
The enacting of the Act on Supporting the Welfare of Disabled Children, in 2011;

4.
The Committee also welcomes the ratification of or accession to:

(a)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on 11 December 2008.

Non-discrimination

28.
The Committee regrets that the draft Anti-discrimination Act of the State party was discarded without consideration at the National Assembly in December 2007 and that the legislative definition of discrimination does not contain an express prohibition of discrimination based on sexual orientation and nationality.   Furthermore, the Committee is concerned at the multiple forms of discrimination that continue to persist in the State party, including those against Children from multi-cultural or migrant backgrounds or who have come from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; refugee children; children with disabilities; and, single mothers, particularly those who are adolescent, including with regard to their preclusion from State support measures.  

29.
The Committee urges the State party to:

a)
Expeditiously enact anti-discrimination legislation with the objective of adopting legislation that is in full compliance with article 2 of the Convention;

b)
Take all necessary measures, including awareness-raising and public education campaigns, to eradicate and prevent discriminatory attitudes towards children in vulnerable or minority situations;

c)
Provide adequate support to single mothers, including those who are adolescent.

Children with disabilities

51.
The Committee welcomes the Act on Supporting the Welfare of Disabled Children, its Rehabilitation Program for Children with Disabilities and the Childrearing Assistance Program for Families with Disabled Children.  However, the Committee is concerned that government assistance for children with disabilities is only provided to low income households and does not cover physical therapy and vocational training. The Committee is further concerned about the difficulties children with disabilities, particularly females, face in receiving education, at the limited availability of special education teachers and supervisors , and that the majority of children with disabilities receive their education in special schools or classes that are segregated from children without disabilities.  

52.
The Committee urges the State party to take into account the Committee’s General Comment No. 9 adopted in 2006 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9) and: 

a)
Provide appropriate assistance to all children with disabilities; 

b)
Facilitate access to education for children with disabilities and undertake measures to increase the number of special education teachers and further strengthen its measures to provide adequate training to teachers and school supervisors with a view to ensuring that children with disabilities have their educational needs fully catered to; 

c)
Implement the Bill for the Special Education of Persons with Disabilities more effectively, by inter alia supporting it with adequate budget and personnel; 

d)
Ensure that, whenever possible, inclusive education is provided for children with disabilities.
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SEYCHELLES
Concluding Observations


5.
The Committee notes with appreciation the ratification or accession to the following human rights instruments:

d)
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (ICRPD) on 2 October 2009;

8.
The Committee, while welcoming the State party’s efforts to implement the concluding observations on the State party’s initial report (CRC/C/15/Add.189 of 2002), notes with regret that a number of the recommendations contained therein have not been given sufficient follow-up.

9.
The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures to address those recommendations from the concluding observations on the State party’s initial report that have not yet been, or not sufficiently, implemented, including on such issues as minimum age of marriage, coordination, non-discrimination, respect for the views of the child, family environment, children with disabilities, adolescent health, drug and substance abuse and sexual exploitation. In this context, the Committee draws the attention of the State party to its General Comment No. 5 (2004) on general measures of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Allocation of resources  

18.
The Committee notes the State party’s information that the budgetary allocations to programmes and services for children and families has improved. It however regrets that the State party did not provide any more details or figures on the allocations, while there are indications that the resources for children are inadequate.

19.
The Committee recommends that the State party in planning its future budgets take into account its recommendations during the Day of General Discussion in 2007 on “Resources for the Rights of the Child - Responsibility of States” and specifically:

a)
Allocate adequate budgetary resources to the maximum extent possible in accordance with article 4 of the Convention for the implementation of the rights of children and in particular increase the budget allocated to the social sectors;

b)
Build capacity to utilize a child rights approach in the elaboration of the State budget and implement a tracking, monitoring and evaluation system for the allocation and the use of resources for children by all relevant sectors throughout the budget, thus providing visibility to the investment on children. The Committee also urges that this tracking system is used for impact assessments on how investments in any sector may serve the best interests of the child, ensuring that the differential impact of such investment on girls and boys is measured;

c)
Conduct a comprehensive assessment of budget needs and establish clear allocations for those areas that progressively address the disparities in indicators such as gender, disability and geographical location related to children’s rights;

d)
Define strategic budgetary lines in general and sectoral allocations for children in disadvantaged or vulnerable situations that may require social measures (such as girls and children with disabilities) and make sure that those budgetary lines are protected even in situations of economic crisis, natural disasters or other emergencies.

Data collection

22
The Committee appreciates that the State party has provided some data in relation to mortality rate, immunization, medical screenings in schools, children with disabilities, as well as in relation to children in detention, victims of sexual abuse and children involved in drug and substance abuse. Nevertheless, the Committee is concerned that there is no effective system of data collection covering all areas of the Convention, which also allows for assessment, analysis and evaluation of the data. While noting that the project “Child Well Being” aims to collect data on the well-being of children in Seychelles, the Committee is still concerned that it has not received any information on the progress of the whole project, including follow-up to its promising first report.

23.
The Committee urges the State party to build the capacity and establish a comprehensive data collection system capable of analyzing and evaluating data on progress achieved in the realization of child rights and providing a basis for designing policies and programmes to implement the Convention. The data should be disaggregated by age, sex, geographic location, ethnicity and socio-economic background of all children. The Committee also encourages the State party to provide information on progress of the implementation of the “Child Well Being” project and the follow-up to its initial research.

34.
The Committee welcomes the mechanisms introduced by the Ministry of Education and the Gender Secretariat of the Policy, Planning and Cooperation Division to mainstream gender in education as well as programmes to provide gender sensitive career guidance and counselling. However, it remains concerned about the absence of legislation combating discrimination against girls, children with disabilities, children from poor families and ethnic minorities.

35.
The Committee reiterates its previous recommendations and urges the State party to:

(a)
amend its legislation to prohibit discrimination on the basis of gender,  disability, socio-economic background and ethnicity;

(b)
adopt and implement a comprehensive strategy addressing all forms of discrimination, including multiple forms of discrimination against all groups of children in vulnerable situations and combating discriminatory societal attitudes; 

(c)
collect disaggregated data to enable effective monitoring of de facto discrimination.

Children with disabilities   

48.
The Committee welcomes the Education Act of 2004 and Education Policy Statement “Education for a Learning Society” which encompass the principle of inclusive education, as well as the appointment of a Council for the Disabled. However, the Committee is concerned that children with disabilities are still not fully integrated into the education system due to lack of facilities to cater for their needs, as well as lack of access to public transport and public buildings for children in wheelchairs. 

49.
The Committee recommends that the State party take necessary measures to provide children with disabilities with facilities and access to public transportation and public buildings with the aim of their full integration in mainstream public schools and public life, taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities.

Education, including vocational training and guidance 

59.
The Committee welcomes the free compulsory education and early childhood education programmes with almost universal enrolment, as well as the adoption of a new Education Act 2004 and Education Reform Action Plan (2009-2010) to further  strengthen the “Education For All” policy and the establishment of the first University in Seychelles. However, the Committee remains deeply concerned at the high dropout rates, truancy and absenteeism, especially among boys, inadequate vocational training for girls and the high rates of drug and substance abuse among male and female students, all of which undermine the already limited human resources and human capital of Seychelles. The Committee is also concerned at the lack of research conducted in this area of the education system. Furthermore, the Committee is deeply concerned about the inadequate training of teachers and at the lack of trained teachers for children with disabilities. 

60.
In light of the General Comment No. 1 on the aims of education (2001), the Committee reiterates its previous recommendation and urges the State party to:

a) 
Undertake  research on the reasons why students drop out of schools in order to develop durable solutions, including introduction of more motivating school curricula that ensure the children’s continuing educational or vocational training, and  enhance their opportunities for employment and integration into society;

b) 
Take necessary steps to increase relevant and more productive vocational training for girls without gender stereotyping; 

c)
Take urgent measures to improve teacher training for primary and secondary schools, for inclusive education of children with disabilities and for education of children with special needs.

71.
The Committee urges the State party to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. The Committee also recommends that the State party ratify the core United Nations human rights instruments to which it is not yet a party, namely the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance, and the 1961 Convention on Reduction of Statelessness.
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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
Concluding Observations


4.
The Committee also welcomes the ratification by the State Party of the following international human rights treaties:

•
-Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2007 and its Optional Protocol in 2009;

Data collection

22.
The Committee takes note of the creation in 2008 of a Child Data Unit by the Central Bureau of Statistics in cooperation with the Syrian Commission for Family Affairs but regrets that this data collection system is not fully operational and that reliable and timely statistical data on children are not available in the State party which negatively affect the development of coherent and evidence-based policies for children. 

23.
The Committee urges the State party to take the necessary measures to ensure that the Child Data Unit be fully operational and collect data disaggregated, inter alia, by age, sex, ethnicity, geographic location and socioeconomic background on all areas of the Convention to facilitate analysis of progress achieved in the realization of child rights and to help design policies and programmes to implement the Convention. The State party should ensure that information collected contains up to date data on children in vulnerable situations including girls, children living with disabilities, in poverty and in street situations. The Committee further urges the State party to develop and implement a policy to protect the privacy of children who have been registered in all the national databases.

Children with disabilities 

61.
The Committee welcomes the promulgation of the Persons with Special Needs Act No. 34 of 2004 and the adoption of the 2008 National Plan to Fight Disability as well as the numerous initiatives taken to improve the situation of children with disabilities. The Committee is however concerned that care and rehabilitation services for children with disabilities are mainly provided by civil society organizations and that the State party allocates insufficient resources for programmes and plans for children with disabilities.

62.
In light with its General Comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006), the Committee urges the State party to ensure that children with disabilities enjoy all their rights under the Convention, and to this aim allocate the necessary human, technical and financial resources for a full and effective implementation of programmes and plans for children with disabilities. The Committee recommends that the State party place particular emphasis on improving the quality of inclusive education, and further develop non formal education programmes as well as comprehensive and regular teacher trainings adapted to the different types of disabilities.

Education, including vocational training and guidance

70.
The Committee commends the State party for the significant progress achieved over the years in the areas of school enrolment, literacy and gender parity in primary education. The Committee also welcomes the incentive given to teachers working in remote areas, the institution of mobile schools to reach out children in remote and desert areas, and the measures taken to grant access to education to and vocational training for a high number of refugee children. The Committee is however concerned about:

(a)
High school dropout and repetition rates, with girls being much more likely to drop out of school than boys due notably to early and forced marriages and participation of girls in family work;

(b)
The low quality and relevance of the school curricula; 

(c)
Stateless Kurdish children who face difficulties enrolling in secondary schools and universities and cannot obtain inclusive education in case of disability; and

(d)
Corporal punishment and psychological violence which are still considered as a tool for childhood discipline and teachers and administrators who are not sufficiently trained on the use of alternatives forms of discipline.

71.
In light of its General Comment No. 1 (CRC/GC/2001/1) on the aims of education, the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Strengthen its efforts to reduce disparities, in particular inequalities affecting girls, and in the distribution of resources to schools, among provinces and districts in access to and full enjoyment of the right to education;

(b)
Improve the quality of education and ensure that children complete their schooling by taking concrete action to address the factors contributing to school repetition and non-completion;

(c)
Improve the provisions of suitable vocational or second chance education for dropouts, especially girls and children in remote areas; 

(d)
Ensure that Kurdish children can effectively enjoy their right to education, including inclusive education without discrimination based on disability, gender or any other ground;

(e)
Take all the necessary measures to eliminate corporal punishment in schools and ensure, through appropriate public education and professional training, positive, participatory and non-violent forms of discipline; and

(f)
Develop child-friendly approaches in schools and ensure effective child, parents and community participation in decision making and the management of schools.
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