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I. SUMMARY

COSTA RICA

CEDAW ratification: 1986

Costa Rica ratified the CRPD and the Optional Protocol on 1 October 2008.

Click here to access references to women with disabilities in the Concluding Observations.
II. EXCERPTS FROM CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS THAT INCLUDE REFERENCE TO WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES
COSTA RICA

Concluding Observations
24.
The Committee notes with satisfaction the amendment of the Electoral Code (2009) which changed the system of quotas for women’s participation in political life to a system based on gender parity (50 per cent women and 50 per cent men). However, the Committee is concerned that the amendment only applies to posts elected under the system of proportional representation (National Assembly seats) and not to those elected under the majority system (Executive posts), where most of the key decision-making posts are located. It is further concerned at the lack of temporary special measures in place aimed at ensuring the participation in political and public life of disadvantaged groups of women, such as women with disabilities, indigenous and afro descendants

25.
The Committee recommends the State party to:

(a)
Consider further amending the Electoral Code, in order to ensure the implementation of gender parity for posts elected under the majority representation system, in line with the Supreme Electoral Tribunal resolution No. 3671-E8-2010;

(b) Adopt, wherever necessary, temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention and the Committee’s general recommendation No. 25 (2004), in order to accelerate women’s full and equal participation in public and political life, in particular with respect to disadvantaged groups of women, such as women with disabilities, indigenous and afro descendants.
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