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Note: The Human Rights Council's twenty-second regular session took place in Geneva from 25 February to 23 March 2013. Following is a disability analysis of resolutions adopted during the session (25 February to 23 March 2013).

All resolutions will be available in due course on the website of the Council.

Annual resolution on the rights of persons with disabilities

The resolution of most significance for persons with disabilities in the twenty-second session is the annual resolution on the rights of persons with disabilities, which, this year, was on the right to work and employment (article 27 of the CRPD). The resolution was led by traditional co-sponsors of the annual resolution on the rights of persons with disabilities, Mexico and New Zealand. 
It recalls that "article 27 of the Convention reaffirms the right of persons with disabilities to work, including their right to the opportunity to gain a living by work freely chosen or accepted in a labour market and work environment that is open, inclusive and accessible, and that States parties to the Convention are required to take appropriate steps, including through legislation, to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy this right on an equal basis with others".

It recognizes some progress made but also the continuing barriers. It emphasizes that the right to work is a key factor in ensuring the full and effective participation and inclusion, as well as equality of opportunity, of persons with disabilities in society. 
It welcomes the decision of the General Assembly to hold a high level meeting on disability and development in September 2013 and looks forward to the contribution that could make in mainstreaming the rights of persons with disabilities in the post-2015 development agenda. 
It welcomes the thematic study of OHCHR on the right of persons with disabilities to work and employment. 
It calls upon States parties, and urges private sector employers and workers’ organizations, to ensure that measures to assist persons with disabilities in their access to and maintaining employment are consistent with the Convention, including the general principles of inclusion in society, individual autonomy, including the freedom to make one’s own choices, and independence of persons.
It also calls on States parties to the CRPD to ensure that persons with disabilities can effectively and fully enjoy the right to work on an equal basis with others, including the right to the opportunity to gain a living by work freely chosen or accepted in a labour market and work environment that is open, inclusive and accessible to persons with disabilities.
In addition, it calls on States parties to adopt and implement a wide range of appropriate measures, including legislative measures, to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy the right to work on an equal basis with others. These include:

"5. …

(a)
Prohibiting by law discrimination on the basis of disability in the area of work and at all phases of employment, including the denial of reasonable accommodation;

(b)
Promoting equal access for persons with disabilities to the open labour market, in particular by promoting alternative approaches to sheltered employment schemes where such schemes are inconsistent with the Convention;

(c)
Adopting positive measures, as appropriate, to increase employment of persons with disabilities in the public and private sectors, in particular for women and youth with disabilities, persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, and ensuring that such positive measures are designed and promoted in a way that recognizes the value of diversity in the workplace and of equal career development for all; 

(d)
Employing persons with disabilities in the public sector and considering setting targets for such employment;

(e)
Promoting inclusive and non-discriminatory opportunities for self-employment, entrepreneurship, the development of cooperatives and starting one’s own business, including through microfinance schemes;

(f)
Establishing accessibility requirements for all employers to eliminate barriers that hinder job seekers and employees with disabilities from access to the workplace on an equal basis with others; 

(g)
Ensuring reasonable accommodation is provided in both public and private sector employment;

(h)
Ensuring also that persons with disabilities have equal access to education and vocational training that is non-discriminatory, accessible to and inclusive of persons with disabilities, including by providing reasonable accommodation, and by promoting continuous learning;

(i)
Ensuring further that habilitation and rehabilitation programmes are non-discriminatory and adequately take into account the needs of persons with disabilities;

(j)
Establishing and maintaining access to social protection programmes, including those created pursuant to recommendation No. 202 of the International Labour Organization concerning national floors for social protection, that support persons with disabilities in seeking, transitioning to and maintaining work, and that recognize the additional costs that persons with disabilities face in their access to the open labour market;

(k)
Promoting public awareness campaigns to address negative attitudes, stigma and stereotypes of persons with disabilities, including women with disabilities, that hinder their opportunity to participate in work and employment on an equal basis with others;"
It also calls for (all) States to engage the private sector to employ persons with disabilities, to create a welcoming working environment and to identify and eliminate barriers that hinder access to the workplace on an equal basis with others. It also good provisions urging or encouraging all States to consult closely with and actively involve persons with disabilities, and to collect statistics, to create or strengthen monitoring or complaint mechanisms, the use of universal design, and international cooperation.
It decides that the next annual interactive discussion on the rights of persons with disabilities, which will take place in March 2014, will focus on the right of persons with disabilities to education.

Other decisions and resolutions

Human rights and post-MDG: 

The short President's statement, "Mainstreaming human rights into the post-2015 development agenda", emphasizes the need to mainstream human rights into the post-2015 development agenda. 
Rights of the child: the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health 
This resolution contains several relevant references, in the preamble and in a paragraph on birth registration. It contains sections on implementation of the right to health, and also separate sections on "Health issues relating to children requiring special attention, which includes a sub-section on "Children with disabilities" as well one on "Mental health".

"Deeply concerned about the multiple discrimination and stigmatization children face because of factors such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth, immigration status or other status, which impacts  negatively  upon their development, survival and right to health,

...

I.
Implementation of the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health

...

3.
Reaffirms the right of the child to express their views freely in all matters and decisions affecting their health, and that those views should be given due weight in accordance with their evolving capacities, and calls upon States to provide disability-, gender- and age-sensitive assistance to enable active and equal participation of all children;

8.
Urges all States to ensure birth registration free of cost to all children immediately after birth through universal, accessible, simple, expeditious and effective registration procedures, in accordance with article 7 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and article 24 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to continuously raise awareness of the importance of birth registration at the national, regional and local levels, to ensure free or low-fee late birth registration, to identify and remove physical, administrative, procedural and any other barriers, paying due attention to, among others, those barriers relating to poverty, disability, gender, nationality, displacement, statelessness, illiteracy and detention contexts, and to persons in vulnerable situations that impede access to birth registration, including late birth registration, and to ensure that children who have not been registered enjoy their human rights and have access without discrimination to health care, education, protection from violence, safe drinking water and sanitation, and other basic services;

II.
Health issues relating to children requiring special attention

Mental health


14.
Urges States to develop and strengthen, according to national priorities and within their specific contexts, comprehensive policies and strategies that address the promotion of mental health during all stages of childhood and adolescence, including infancy and early childhood, and paying particular attention to children in high-risk situations, through actions to enhance protective factors and to address risk factors, including violence at the community, family and individual levels, as well as, through the prevention of mental disability, and early identification, care, support, treatment, recovery and reintegration of children and adolescents with mental disability;


15.
Calls on States to provide support to children with mental disability and their families to prevent placement of children into institutions, and that decisions take fully into account the principle of the best interests of the child, promote living arrangements in family settings within the community and to ensure that procedural safeguards and an independent and impartial review body in line with international standards are in place to ensure that children in mental health institutions enjoy their fundamental freedoms and basic rights;

...
Children with disabilities


36.
Conscious that there is an estimated number of 150 million children with disabilities around the world, acknowledges that national prevalence rates of disability are influenced by trends in health conditions, environmental and other factors, such as road traffic accidents, natural disasters, conflict, diet and substance abuse, and takes note in this connection of the World report on disability of 2011 by the World Health Organization and the World Bank;


37.
Calls upon States to ensure the realization of the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health of children with disabilities without discrimination of any kind, to provide all children with disabilities with the same range, quality and standard of free or affordable, gender-sensitive and age-appropriate health care and programmes as provided to other children, to give priority to the child’s well-being and support, and to facilitate families in their child-care and child-raising efforts; to develop strategies for the prevention and elimination of all forms of violence against children with disabilities, as well as providing those health services required  by children with disabilities specifically because of their disabilities, including early identification and intervention as appropriate, as well as access to health-related rehabilitation, reintegration and services designed to minimize and prevent further disabilities; States should also develop strategies for the prevention and elimination of all forms of violence against children with disabilities;


38.
Calls on States to ensure that health professionals provide care on the basis of free and informed consent by, inter alia, raising awareness of the human rights, dignity, autonomy and needs of children with disabilities through training and the promulgation of ethical standards for public and private health care;


39.
Calls upon States parties to ensure that children with disabilities have a right to express their views freely on all health-related matters affecting them, their views being given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with disability- and age-appropriate assistance to ensure their enjoyment of the right to the highest attainable standard of health;"
The resolution also contains sections on "Substance abuse", "Sexual and reproductive health" and "Freedom from violence".

"Birth registration and the right of everyone to recognition everywhere as a person before the law" 
This resolution refers to persons with disabilities:
"Reaffirming the human right of everyone to be recognized everywhere as a person before the law, which is enshrined in, inter alia, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and other relevant international instruments,

7.
Urges States to identify and remove physical, administrative, procedural and any other barriers that impede access to birth registration, including late registration, paying due attention to, among others, those barriers relating to poverty, disability, gender, nationality, displacement, statelessness, illiteracy and detention contexts, and to persons in vulnerable situations;"

That resolution also requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare "a report on legal, administrative, economic, physical and any other barriers to access to universal birth registration and possession of documentary proof of birth, as well as on good practices adopted by States in fulfilling their obligation to ensure birth registration", to be submitted to the Human Rights Council at its twenty-seventh session (September 2014).

"The right to food" 

The resolution

" 8.
Reaffirms the need to ensure that programmes delivering safe and nutritious food are inclusive and accessible to persons with disabilities;"

"Technical assistance for Libya in the field of human rights": 
It welcomes the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol and progress towards ratification of the Optional Protocol to the convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or degrading Treatment or Punishment.

"The situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea": 

The resolution "Recogniz[es] that particular risk factors affect women, children, persons with disabilities and the elderly, and the need to ensure the full enjoyment of all their human rights and fundamental freedoms by them against neglect, abuse, exploitation and violence,".

Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment: rehabilitation of torture victims (A/HRC/22/L.11/Rev.1): This resolution calls for a range of rehabilitation measures including psychosocial support.

Death penalty: There will be a panel in the HRC twenty-fifth session (March 2014) on the death penalty.

"Contribution of parliaments to the work of the Human Rights Council and its universal periodic review": 

This resolution calls for a panel on this topic in the twenty-third session of the Council (June 2013).

Human rights in post-disaster and post-conflict situations: This resolution requests the Advisory Committee to prepare a research-based report on best practices and main challenges in the promotion and protection of human rights in post-disaster and post-conflict situations, with a focus on human rights mainstreaming in relief, recovery and reconstruction efforts; to present a progress report on this in the Councils twenty-sixth session (June 2014); and, to present this report to the Council in the twenty-eighth session (March 2015).

Economic, social and cultural rights: This resolution requests the Secretary-General to continue to prepare and submit to the Human Rights Council an annual report on the question of the realization in all countries of economic, social and cultural rights under agenda item 3, with a special focus on access to justice relating to violations of economic, social and cultural rights.
"Rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities": This resolution contains good language on avoiding (discriminatory) austerity measures: It encourages States "to ensure that due regard is given to the situation of  persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities in times of national economic difficulties or other grave challenges, and to avoid adopting measures, including austerity measures, that disproportionately negatively affect them" (para 11). It also "Requests the High Commissioner to present an annual report to the Human Rights Council containing information on relevant developments of United Nations human rights bodies and mechanisms, as well as on the activities undertaken by the Office of the High Commissioner at Headquarters and in the field that contribute to the promotion of and respect for the provisions of the Declaration" (referring to the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities adopted by consensus by the General Assembly by its resolution 47/135 of 18 December 1992).
"Education as a tool to prevent racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance" 
This resolution "Reaffirm[s] the human right of everyone to education, which is enshrined in, inter alia, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Convention against Discrimination in Education of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training, and other relevant international instruments,".
END

