Disability analysis of UPR15 Reports of the Working Group
Note:

This document shows the references that were made to persons with disabilities and to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) fifteenth session, which took place from 21 January to 1 February 2013 in Geneva.

Of the recommendations that were made to the countries under review, some were accepted right away, while for other recommendations, the countries that were reviewed have decided to wait until the Human Rights Council’s twenty-third session (27 May to 14 June 2013) to indicate whether they accept or reject those recommendations.
You can click on the following links to jump to each country that was reviewed in the UPR fifteenth session.
Bahamas, Barbados, Botswana, Burundi, France, Israel, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Mali, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Tonga, United Arab Emirates
Back to top
Bahamas

Summary of the proceedings of the review process

A.
 Presentation by the State under review

28.
The Head of Delegation informed that the Government is acutely aware of the need to protect the rights of persons with physical or mental disabilities. In collaboration with the private sector, the Government has been active in efforts to provide support and promote a high quality of life for persons with disabilities and their participation in national development. Consultations to enact domestic legislation on disability are ongoing and it is anticipated during this year, both to accede to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and to enact legislation to give effect to the Convention. 

Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

40.
New Zealand recognized the capacity and resource challenges Bahamas faced as a small island developing State. It noted that The Bahamas had accepted a recommendation to consider acceding to the CRPD and welcomed its accession to the ICCPR and ICESCR. It also welcomed the country’s acceptance of a recommendation to consider measures to promote tolerance and non-discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation and thanked the Government for information provided on steps taken in that regard. It made recommendations. 

42.
Paraguay congratulated The Bahamas on its efforts to address the needs of persons with disabilities, especially through various forms of financial assistance. It highlighted the legislative efforts made to combat and prevent trafficking in persons. It noted the new Act on the protection of children which increased the age of criminal responsibility and encouraged the adoption of measures regarding violence against women. It made recommendations. 

49.
South Africa commended the Bahamas’s withdrawal of its reservation to article 16 (1) (h) of the CEDAW. It was encouraged by progress made in preparation for accession to the CRPD and, in that regard, would appreciate further information on the review of the draft legislation on disability. It noted the Bahamas’s commitment to combat discrimination through education. It made recommendations. 

52.
Thailand welcomed the Bahamas’s withdrawal of its reservation to article 16 (1) (h) of the CEDAW, thereby ensuring equal property rights for both spouses in a marriage. It noted the progress made in preparation for accession to the CRPD. It applauded efforts to overcome the challenges of trafficking in persons. Thailand expressed concern at particular legislation relating to women and children’s rights and referred to the treatment of female prisoners. It invited all countries to respond positively to requests for sharing good practices, assistance and technical cooperation to support enhancing human rights. It made recommendations. 

64.
Barbados commended Bahamas ratification of ICCPR and ICESCR and recognized on-going challenges in harmonizing and integrating international obligations with national legislation and called for OHCHR to assist in addressing this issue. Barbados looked forwarding to the findings of the Constitution Reform commission and the referendum to be conducted in 2013. It noted recent legislation on children, women and the disabled as well as policies seeking to promote gender equality and a more accountable judicial system. It viewed positively the Bahamas’ efforts to integrate a human rights awareness programme into the general school curriculum.

66.
Canada asked The Bahamas to provide information on progress made in the comprehensive study on child abuse, to which it agreed in 2009. It welcomed the Bahamas’ efforts to counter all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities and commended Bahamas on not criminalizing homosexuality. It made recommendations.

68.
China commended The Bahamas for its efforts to implement UPR first cycle recommendations. It congratulated it for its success in promoting and protecting human rights including legislative and institutional measures in favour of gender equality, women and children’s rights, and fighting domestic violence. China welcomed Bahamas’ commitment to helping persons with disabilities, its forthcoming accession to the CRPD and its new measures to counter human trafficking. It made a recommendation.

86.
On disabilities, the Head of Delegation reiterated consultations continue to enact domestic legislation on disability as well as to accede to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations
92.
The following recommendations will be examined by The Bahamas which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 23rd session of the Human Rights Council in June 2013:
92.3. Continue the very positive track with the progress in the promotion and protection of human rights and ratify CAT as well as the CRPD (Portugal);

92.10.
Sign and ratify CRPD (Maldives) / Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) (New Zealand);
92.11.
Hold regular consultations with organizations representing persons with disabilities, in particular to review whether current legislation adequately addresses all the rights in the CRPD (New Zealand);
92.37.
Adopt measures to address the commission of any criminal acts or violence directed towards people based on their actual or perceived race, national or ethnic origin, language, colour, religion, sex, age, mental or physical disability, sexual orientation, or any other similar factor (Canada);
92.86.
Implement policies to guarantee that girls and women with disabilities have equal access to education, employment and work (Costa Rica);

92.91.
Continue its endeavours in addressing the needs of the differently-abled with the aim of acceding to the UN CRPD in the near future (Trinidad and Tobago);
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6.
Barbados recognized that as a small developing state, the effort to meet its reporting obligations to the various treaty bodies is substantial. It added that it places great value on meeting these obligations but that the country should be judged on how it respects the rights of others in reality and by the commitment shown to respecting the rights of the poor, the disabled, the needy and those less able to represent themselves. 

11.
With regard to the issue of persons with disabilities, Barbados observed that in 2012, the country had appointed its first female President of the Senate who also happens to be visually impaired. The Senator’s academic achievements and appointment to this high office attest to the Government’s commitment to providing opportunities for all citizens.

12.
Barbados continues to implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Cabinet has agreed to its ratification once all the legal requirements for doing so are in place. The National Disabilities Unit continues to implement programmes to promote the rights of person with disabilities. Barbados highlighted action taken in this regard, including steps to retrofit public buildings to accommodate persons with disabilities, as well as work undertaken with NGOs, and efforts by schools, universities and work places.

13.
With regard to legislative action, Barbados indicated that it has undertaken a review of certain pre-independence legislation to determine whether these were in conflict with its treaty obligations. Barbados proposes to amend or enact new laws pertaining to mental health, sexual harassment, discrimination, domestic violence, child protection and the mandatory death sentence. This process will be continuous and the country will progressively incorporate international human rights obligations into domestic legislation.

48.
Thailand appreciated Barbados’ close collaboration with the United Nations and particularly UN Women and its commitment to gender equality and promoting the empowerment of women into the work and function of the Bureau for Gender Affairs. It encouraged the allocation of adequate resources to the Office of the Ombudsman. Noting the national strategy on HIV, Thailand urged the international community to lend the necessary assistance in this regard. It appreciated the commitment to implement Convention on the Right of Persons with Disabilities. Thailand made recommendations.

49.
Algeria noted the signing of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and measures to incorporate international standards into domestic legislation.  It highlighted developments since the last review, particularly the National Policy on Ageing and measures to alleviate poverty, guarantee gender equality and eliminate racial discrimination. While welcoming the national strategy to tackle HIV, it noted that HIV remained a major threat to the development of Barbados. Algeria made recommendations.

54.
Canada requested an update on the implementation of its 2008 recommendations on addressing discrimination against women and taking steps to enact legislation enshrining a specific right of non-discrimination on the basis of gender. It commended the work of the National Disabilities Unit, in particular its transportation, sign language and accessibility programmes, its integrated summer camps and accessibility programmes. Canada made recommendations.

59.
Ecuador highlighted national policies to promote respect for human rights and, noting special protection afforded to the elderly, asked what specific measures had been adopted to promote their rights. It noted measures to raise awareness and visibility of the rights of persons with disabilities and it appreciated efforts to promote gender equality and empower women. Ecuador made a recommendation.

69.
Malaysia acknowledged achievements on the rights of the elderly, youth development, poverty alleviation and gender equality. It commended actions taken by Barbados to combat domestic violence and human trafficking. It noted that even though Barbados had not yet ratified the CRPD it had made significant strides in this area as well as progress made in combating HIV/AIDS. Malaysia made recommendations.

74.
Nicaragua highlighted the commitment to all sectors of society, particularly to the elderly, youth, children, women and persons with disabilities. It commended efforts to maintain a high Human Development Index, despite the negative impact of the global financial crisis on small economies. It encouraged Barbados to continue working on a social policy guaranteeing the participation of all social actors, in this context take into account constructive UPR recommendations. Nicaragua made a recommendation.

83.
Spain highlighted initiatives taken by Barbados to eliminate discrimination against persons with disabilities and the creation of a special unit within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to deal with human rights, which would provide an effective means of guaranteeing sustained cooperation with international bodies on human rights issues. Spain made recommendations.

86.
Trinidad and Tobago underscored efforts made by Barbados since its last review, to promote, protect and uphold human rights, including the signing of ILO Convention No. 189, initiatives to promote ratification of the CRPD, actions to revise the Constitution and update legislation to conform with treaty obligations, the review of all laws directly related to the family and children and, the enhancement of the human resources in the Bureau of Gender Affairs. It made a recommendation.

98.
Barbados thanked all who participated in its UPR and in particular those who made recommendations on its way forward. It ensured that Barbados would give considered thought to the suggestions and recommendations received. It also thanked all of those who had contributed to the Trust Fund for Small Island Developing States. Barbados noted that the UPR process has permitted it to hold broad consultations within the country and carry out an assessment of what had been accomplished and areas where more needed to be done. It highlighted efforts made in areas such as the elderly and the young, achievements in areas such as gender equality and progress in the area of the rights of the disabled.

II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

102.
The recommendations will be examined by Barbados which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 23rd session of the Human Rights Council in June 2013.

102.11.
Continue its efforts in the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, including its early ratification of Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) (Malaysia);

102.12.
Continue with the efforts undertaken by the National Disabilities Unit, with a view to promoting the ratification of CRPD (Paraguay);

102.13.
Ratify CRPD to better ensure the rights of such persons (Thailand)

102.14.
Ratify CRPD (Maldives);

102.15.
Ratify the CRPD already signed in 2007 as well as the two Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (OP-CRC-AC and OP-CRC-SC) (Algeria);

102.16.
Ratify CRPD (Trinidad and Tobago);

102.17.
Continue working towards the ratification of major international human rights instruments, such as CRPD and the Optional Protocol to Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children (Nicaragua);

102.18.
Consider ratifying the Palermo Protocol, as well as CRPD (Namibia);

102.114. In the context of the provisions of  Barbados’ Constitution in the area of the fight against discrimination, continue promoting legislative and public policy action to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities, especially in the areas of employment, education and the provision of State  services (Chile);
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I.
Summary of the proceedings of the review process

A.
Presentation by the State under review

34.
Regarding empowerment of persons with disabilities, the delegation stated that since 2010, the Coordinating Office for People with Disabilities has been established. The Office designated disability coordinating structures in all government Ministries and Departments at national and district levels. The Office also undertook continuing review of the laws for adequate provision for people with disabilities, and the development of a disability strategy.

35.
The delegation noted that there were several obstacles, such as lack of resources to modify the environment to accommodate people with disabilities, lack of skilled personnel, and lack of appropriate training facilities for students with disabilities. 

48.
Viet Nam acknowledged the achievements made in recent years, particularly the improvement in health care and establishment of the Coordinating Office for People with Disabilities.  It made a recommendation.

49.
Zimbabwe commended measures to improve access to justice and speed up case processing, the enactment of the Children’s Act incorporating key provisions of CRC, increased financial support for the Ombudsman, introducing human rights education in schools, and the establishment of the Office for People with Disabilities.  Zimbabwe made recommendations.
65.
Côte d’Ivoire welcomed the establishment of the Coordinating Office for People with Disabilities and the National Action Plan for Children.  Botswana was encouraged to establish a national human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles, and to strengthen its cooperation with the treaty bodies of the United Nations.
66.
Cuba stated that Botswana’s efforts in respecting human rights and in particular the rights of children, women, minorities, persons with disabilities and disadvantaged groups, attested to its commitment to promote and protect human rights.  Cuba noted improvements to national health-care coverage, particularly for HIV/AIDS sufferers. Cuba made a recommendation.

70.
Ecuador noted Botswana’s efforts to eradicate gender-based violence, the establishment of a coordinating office for persons with disabilities and the Vision 2016 programme. It also noted efforts to provide health care and education for refugees.  Ecuador made recommendations.
73.
Ethiopia commended the progress made by Botswana in implementing accepted recommendations of the first UPR cycle and noted with satisfaction that important steps had been taken to promote and protect the rights of women, children and persons with disabilities.  Ethiopia made a recommendation.

86.
Malaysia noted with appreciation the significant strides and continued efforts in upholding the rights of children, women, minorities, persons with disabilities and disadvantaged groups, but further noted that Botswana continued to face serious challenges, particularly relating to refugees and education. Malaysia made recommendations. 

87.
Mauritania welcomed efforts to guarantee access to justice and the rights of children, women, persons with disabilities and minority and disadvantaged groups, to eradicate poverty and to improve the situation of indigenous people. It encouraged continued promotion of cultural diversity and the establishment of an independent national institution in accordance with the Paris Principles. 

89.
Morocco commended Botswana’s commitment to human rights principles and respect for the rights of children, women and persons with disabilities. It also commended efforts to combat HIV/AIDS, including making special provision for migrants, refugees, HIV-positive mothers and their infected children and raising awareness among prisoners. Morocco made recommendations.
100.
State of Palestine noted Botswana’s commitment to upholding the rights of children, women, persons with disabilities and minority and disadvantaged groups. It commended the adoption of public education initiatives such as gender awareness-raising and affirmative action for women empowerment. It made recommendations.

105.
Senegal noted the considerable progress made by Botswana in improving human rights in the follow-up to the recommendations of the 1st UPR cycle, particularly in the justice system and in promoting and protecting the rights of women, children and persons with disabilities. Senegal made recommendations.

II. Conclusions and/or Recommendations

115.
The recommendations listed below have been examined by Botswana and enjoy its support:

115.88.
Continue efforts aimed at enhancing the welfare of peoples with disabilities, including taking the appropriate steps to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Malaysia);

116.
The recommendations listed below will be further examined by Botswana and its position on each of these recommendations will be provided in due time, but no later than the 23rd session of the Human Rights Council in June 2013:

116.7.
Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as well as the ILO Conventions 169 and 189 (Costa Rica);

116.8.  Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Togo);

116.9.  Accede to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, especially because this country [Botswana] already applies the provisions of this Convention in practice, as demonstrated by its commitment to submit a voluntary report (Morocco);
116.16.
Consider the possibility of ratifying the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Ecuador);

116.17. Ratify the International Convention on the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (France);
116.22. Speed up the process towards ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Rwanda);
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113.
Costa Rica welcomed efforts to ensure greater enjoyment of human rights. It was concerned about impunity regarding torture, extrajudicial executions related to political violence and the limited access for children with disabilities to the education system. Costa Rica made recommendations.

II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

128.
The formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below will be examined by Burundi which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 23rd. session of the Human Rights Council in June 2013.
128.5.  Speed up the ratification of the Conventions and Protocols recommended during its 2008 Universal Periodic Review (UPR) and already under way, including Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), its Optional Protocol and Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (OP-CEDAW) (Rwanda);
128.6.  Complete the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) as well as the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (OP-CEDAW) (Republic of Moldova);
128.7.  Sign and ratify CRPD and OP-CEDAW (Turkey);
128.9.  Ratify CRPD, CPED and OP-CAT (Tunisia);
128.36.  Adopt legislation aiming at the protection of all children with disabilities with a view to combat discriminatory attitudes (Djibouti);

128.38. Adopt and implement legislation to eliminate discrimination against persons with disabilities (Mexico);
128.6.  Complete the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) as well as the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (OP-CEDAW) (Republic of Moldova);
128.46.
Implement follow up mechanisms of the UPR recommendations that allows verifying the implementation and impact of legislation and measures adopted to promote equal rights and non-discrimination for all citizens, in particular vulnerable groups such as: women, children, ethnic minorities, LGBTI community and persons with disabilities (Colombia);

128.68.  Strengthen promotion and protection of persons with disabilities and elderly (Senegal);
128.69.  Put a special emphasis on gender equality, the effectiveness protection of children and the protection of victims of albinism (Cote d’Ivoire);
128.170. Carry on with ensuring that children with disabilities have full access to education and health-care services (Egypt);
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21.
Jordan noted the ratification of CRPD and CPED. It welcomed the strengthening of the institutional framework through the establishment of the Ministry of Women’s Rights and the Defender of Rights, and hoped that France would support those bodies to discharge their mandates effectively. Jordan made recommendations.

39.
Philippines noted the great importance France attached to human rights, as indicated by its ratification of OP-CAT, CRPD and CPED. It welcomed the deep concern of France for the protection of migrant workers. Philippines made recommendations.

55.
Slovakia welcomed the ratification of CRPD, CPED and OP-CAT.  It particularly noted the Roma Inclusion Strategy, the Ministry of Women’s Rights and the amendment granting the right to apply to the Constitutional Council for a ruling on the constitutionality of a law. Slovakia made recommendations.

65.
Tunisia noted the ratification of international instruments concerning persons with disabilities, torture and enforced disappearance, the establishment of structures including the Defender of Rights and the national action plan to combat racism. It commended the commitment of France to official development assistance. Tunisia made recommendations.

70.
Uruguay commended the ratification of CPED, CRPD, OP-CRPD and OP-CAT. It welcomed the establishment of the Ministry of Women’s Rights, the adaptation of legislation in accordance with the Rome Statue and the introduction of a national plan to combat racism and anti-Semitism. Uruguay made recommendations.

95.
China praised France’s efforts to protect human rights, especially the rights of women, children and persons with disabilities. China expressed concern, however, at the prominence of racism, xenophobia and discrimination against minorities, particularly Muslim women. China made recommendations.

II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

120.
The following recommendations will be examined by France which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 23rd session of the Human Rights Council in June 2013:
120.4. Withdraw its reservation to article 29 of CRPD and engage in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities to identify steps needed to implement the Convention (Slovakia);
120.50. Intensify its efforts to enhance the protection of the rights of vulnerable groups and persons with disabilities, particularly women and children and speed up the accession to the Optional Protocol to the ICESCR (Iraq);

120.144.  Fight against the unemployment rate of people with disabilities, which still is three times higher than the average (Djibouti);
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Did not participate. No report.
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Liechtenstein

17.
In the area of disabilities, the Law on the Equality of Persons with Disabilities from the year 2007 constitutes the most important legal foundation. The purpose of this law is to eliminate or prevent discrimination of people with disabilities. The Government also elaborated a concept to improve the integration of people with disabilities in the labour process which is planned to be implemented as part of the administrative reform currently underway. The Parliament is expected to consider the Government's proposal in the first half of 2013. 

22.
China welcomed the adoption of measures to protect the rights of children and persons with disabilities, and to guarantee the right to employment and health. China further welcomed Liechtenstein’s efforts to combat racism. It noted that some women do not enjoy equal participation in political and economic life, and that elderly women, women with disabilities and migrant women suffer discrimination in education, employment and health. China made a recommendation.

25.
Ecuador noted progress in the area of equality of women, some economic, social and cultural rights, political rights, education, the rights of children and persons with disabilities. It was concerned about some practices of discrimination, racism, xenophobia and intolerance against persons of different ethnic and religious origins. Ecuador was also concerned about the persistent violence against women, in particular towards migrant women. Ecuador made recommendations.

27.
Germany commended the efforts undertaken to achieve de facto equality between the genders and encouraged Liechtenstein to pursue these efforts and through the raising of awareness to dissolve the stereo typical roles. It noted Liechtenstein’s decision to create an independent body in accordance with the Paris Principles and requested to know when this body will commence work and how the provision of adequate resources and the effectiveness of its mandate would be ensured.  It noted the planned reform to the Office of Equal Opportunity and requested to know how its independence would be safeguarded, as well as its accessibility in the course of the reform. Germany also requested to know how far the process of ratification has advanced with regard to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its optional protocol.

33.
Malaysia welcomed the measures taken by Liechtenstein to implement the recommendations of the 1st UPR. It noted progress in the areas of gender equality, children’s rights, the elderly and persons with disabilities, and measures to combat and prevent racism. Nonetheless, challenges remained with respect to racism, intolerance and xenophobia. Although measures had been taken to integrate persons from different ethnic and religious groups, Malaysia noted that Muslims continued to face a number of obstacles to practising their religion. Malaysia made recommendations.

35.
Morocco noted preparations for the ratification of a range of human rights instruments, including CPED and OP-CRPD. The emphasis placed on the integration of foreigners and immigrants and strategies to integrate foreigners into a supportive environment of diversity and multilingualism were welcomed. It noted the various measures to combat racism through the establishment of a specialized unit to combat right-wing extremism and awareness-raising campaigns, among others. Morocco made a recommendation.

41.
The Philippines commended the achievements of Liechtenstein in the field of social and economic rights. It noted with satisfaction the recent reforms that were introduced in the areas of gender equality, children’s rights and vulnerable groups, including the elderly, persons with disabilities and foreign residents. It also noted efforts to combat racial discrimination and trafficking in persons. The Philippines made recommendations.

49.
The Corrections Commission is tasked with monitoring the treatment of convicts and of prisoners on remand and at the same time serves as the national preventive mechanism (NPM) as set out in the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture. Likewise of note is the Office for the Equality of Persons with Disabilities, which has a broad mandate, including to prevent discrimination and marginalization for persons with disabilities in everyday life and to facilitate integration to the greatest possible extent. The Government’s Office of Equal Opportunity also plays a special role and is active in the fields of gender equality, disability, social disadvantage and sexual orientation. This Office is part of the administration, but operates free of directives in certain fields of its activities.  As to the question from Germany, the Minister assured that the administrative reform does not affect the independence and the activities of this Office.

66.
Thailand commended Liechtenstein on the inclusion of human rights promotion and protection as a key priority in its domestic and foreign policy. It welcomed its proactive legal and institutional framework to promote children’s rights and steps taken towards ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its optional protocol. It noted efforts to combat racism and racial discrimination and to support and assist victims of human trafficking. Thailand made recommendations.

67.
Togo welcomed the ratification of international conventions and creation of various commissions to address gender equality and violence and the issue of integration. It encouraged Liechtenstein to establish a national human rights institution in accordance with the Paris Principles. Togo noted efforts to improve the integration of immigrants and prevent racism and discrimination. It encouraged the enactment of a comprehensive law on discrimination. It welcomed measures to protect children, women, the elderly and persons with disabilities. Togo made a recommendation.

79.
Lesotho welcomed continuing efforts by Liechtenstein to protect the rights of special groups of people such as persons with disabilities, women and children. It commended Liechtenstein on the substantive progress made towards achieving gender equality, not least through the enactment of the Gender Equality Act. Lesotho made recommendations.

80.
The delegation of Liechtenstein explained developments in ratification of various treaties. For the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Government has appointed an inter-office working group to assess the need for preparation of its ratification. Its ratification is highly connected to the issue of the administrative reform. Once the administrative reform is complete, the plan is to continue its ratification with a high priority. As for the Convention on Enforced Disappearance, which Liechtenstein signed in 2007, the intention of the Government is to first adapt the criminal law, and then, to submit it to Parliament for approval.

87.
With regard to persons with disabilities, it was emphasized that when the Law on the Equality of Persons with Disabilities was drafted and adopted in 2006, specific provisions concerning the protection against discrimination at the workplace were included.

Conclusions and/or recommendations

94.
The recommendations will be examined by Liechtenstein which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 23rd session of the Human Rights Council in June 2013:
94.1. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Hungary) (Togo) / Ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Slovenia);
94.2. Ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities by the next UPR review (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland);
94.3. Ratify the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (OP-CRPD) (Costa Rica);
94.8. Speed up the process of acceding to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Azerbaijan);

94.9. Ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography as well as sign and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (France);

94.10. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance; and incorporate in national legislation a distinct crime of torture in strict compliance with Article 1 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Tunisia);
94.50. Continue its measures concerning the fight against the de-facto discrimination faced by certain disadvantaged  groups of women, especially older women, women with disabilities and migrant women (Azerbaijan);
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43.
Bhutan commended the numerous activities performed to protect and promote human rights, including the rights of the child and of persons with disabilities, and to enhance gender equality and combat human trafficking. It also applauded efforts to fulfill its human rights commitments and welcomed the approval of a national action plan for persons with disabilities. It made a recommendation.

49.
Chile stated that Luxembourg’s achievements with regard to the promotion and protection of human rights were evident. It highlighted the country’s ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol as well as the strengthening of the Penal Code with specific measures to combat racism and xenophobia. It made recommendations.
51.
Congo commended Luxembourg’s efforts in areas such as participation in political life, rights regarding voting and nationality, freedom of conscience and religion, and the promotion of gender equality throughout society. It also noted efforts to strengthen the legislative framework to combat trafficking in persons and the numerous measures taken concerning the rights of children and persons with disabilities.

54.
Cyprus commended the concrete measures to implement its international human rights obligations. It welcomed in particular the recent ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol. It commended Luxembourg’s determination to continue its efforts to combat human trafficking and noted the adoption of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against trafficking, among others. It made a recommendation.

58.
Estonia appreciated Luxembourg’s accession to nearly all the main human rights instruments and its full cooperation with the special procedures of the Council and main treaty bodies. It welcomed Luxembourg’s ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol, commended it as an international aid donor, and noted its efforts and support in Internet freedom issues.

59.
Guatemala welcomed Luxembourg’s ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol and an action plan to give effect to the Convention. It commended the legislative draft on the fight against sexual abuse and the sexual exploitation of children, as well as a new policy in respect of gender equality. It made recommendations.
60.
Germany appreciated Luxembourg’s accession to and ratification of a number of human rights instruments, including the CRPD, and its establishment of a National Human Rights Commission. Germany asked whether persons held in police custody have a statutory right to private communication with a lawyer and under which circumstances the police or security bodies can refuse this. It also wished to know what policy considerations have caused a reduction in the allowance available to asylum seekers.

78.
Hungary welcomed Luxembourg’s efforts in implementing the regulations of the CRPD, including the adoption of an action plan. It requested further information on Luxembourg’s phasing of the de-institutionalisation of persons with disabilities. It noted that some members of the large number of migrants arriving in Luxembourg come from communities, in which FGM continues to be practised, and this seriously infringes on women’s right to integrity. It made recommendations.

88.
Montenegro noted with satisfaction measures implemented in Luxembourg through educational reform for differentiated teaching and introduction of skills-based education. It welcomed the drafting of an action plan for persons with disabilities. It made recommendations.

99.
Rwanda congratulated Luxembourg for its substantial efforts and progress in different areas of human rights, including gender equality, for which a policy framework had been set forth in the 2009-2014 government programme. It commended Luxembourg for ratifying the CRPD and its Optional Protocol as well as its adoption of new laws to complement the legislative instruments against human trafficking. It made a recommendation.

101.
Slovakia commended Luxembourg for its pledge to accede to the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness and its initiatives to combat violence against women. Its national action plan for persons with disabilities and recent legislation condemning acts of domestic violence are noteworthy. It made recommendations.

102.
Slovenia welcomed Luxembourg’s decision to enshrine gender equality in the order of succession to the throne and its measures to increase de facto equality in the workplace. It further welcomed Luxembourg’s ratifications of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol, among others. It commended its efforts to ensure human rights education in schools and teacher training. It made recommendations.

103.
Spain thanked Luxembourg for its participation in the UPR process and its presentation. It congratulated Luxembourg for its ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol and for all actions taken to promote and protect human rights since its first review. It also welcomed Luxembourg’s recent ratification of the amendments to the Rome Statute.  It made recommendations.

105.
Thailand particularly appreciated Luxembourg’s efforts to promote gender equality, democracy, the rights of persons with disabilities and the rights of children. Thailand commended Luxembourg’s effort to upgrade the process of consideration and reception of migrants and asylum seekers, while it observed a recent rise in the number of asylum applications. It made recommendations.

106.
Togo welcomed Luxembourg’s ratification of several human rights instruments, the establishment of a national human rights commission in line with the Paris principles, and its drawing up of a national action plan for persons with disabilities. Togo noted with satisfaction Luxembourg’s activities in favour of populations in developing countries, based on human rights promotion and gender consideration. It made recommendations.

Conclusions and/or recommendations

116.
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below have been examined by Luxembourg and enjoy the support of Luxembourg:

116.8. Continue to further enhance its dialogue with civil society and stakeholders to implement policies and measures for the promotion of the rights of women, children and persons with disabilities, who are socially vulnerable (Bhutan);

118.  The following recommendations will be examined by Luxembourg which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 23rd session of the Human Rights Council in June 2013:

118.56. Consider the development of a system of reception centres where asylum seekers with serious medical conditions and disabilities can benefit from the presence of dedicated expert staff (Poland);
118.60. Strengthen its National Plan on Disability, so that people with disabilities have progressively access to a wider array of services, which would provide them with greater independence (Costa Rica);

118.61. Put in place policies on accessibility for persons with disabilities with a view to allow them to be more active members of the society, including in the labour market (Canada);
118.62. Revise the 2009 Primary School Reform Bills, so that mainstream schools can better accommodate the needs of pupils with a disability (Slovakia);
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Mali

64.
Rwanda noted with satisfaction that Mali had ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. It also congratulated Mali on establishing its national programme against excision. It made a recommendation.

67.
Slovakia acknowledged the country’s commitment to the follow-up of the recommendations received in its first review. It welcomed among others the signature of the third Optional Protocol to the CRC and the ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol. It made recommendations.

107.
Congo noted that Mali has adopted a new personal and family legal code and has undertaken construction of extensive social housing. It had strengthened its legal and institutional arsenal to protect persons with disabilities, living with HIV/AIDS and against child labour. It made a recommendation.

Back to top
Montenegro

7.
Montenegro has achieved significant progress in relation to the previous report in 2008, regarding the following, inter alia: independence of Judiciary; decriminalization of insult and defamation; fight against corruption and organized crime; prison system improvement; legal reforms related to anti-discrimination, domestic violence, trafficking in human beings, strengthening of capacities of Ombudsman; setting up the Council for anti-discrimination, Council for persons with disabilities and Council for rights of the child; advancement of tolerance towards differences, in particular in relation to the LGBT population; social inclusion of the Roma and Egyptian community.

16.
In line with the provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, legislative, institutional and strategic frameworks for the exercise and protection of rights of persons with disabilities have been upgraded.

17.
The Council for Persons with Disabilities was established. Implementation of the Strategy for Integration of Persons with Disabilities (2008-2016) is underway based on the Action Plan which articulates the efforts of all national resources in this area. The implementation of the Strategy for inclusive education is on-going.

18.
One of the major challenges in the exercise of the rights of persons with disabilities remains the inadequate architectural accessibility of public and other facilities in general use, which is a precondition for full social integration.

41.
China commended the accession of Montenegro to various human rights instruments. Montenegro was committed to promoting gender equality and protecting the rights of persons with disabilities. Montenegro had taken action to protect minority rights and combat discrimination, improved work on children’s education and health and contributed to international cooperation in the field of trafficking in persons. China made a recommendation.

44.
Cuba welcomed progress in establishing a legislative and institutional framework for the exercise, protection and promotion of human rights and highlighted efforts on the rights of persons with disabilities. It commended the action plan for persons with disabilities, with a particular focus on children, and the measures and strategy adopted to combat domestic violence. Cuba made a recommendation.

45.
Cyprus commended efforts to combat discrimination against vulnerable groups.  Recalling efforts to better integrate persons with disabilities into political, social and economic life, it noted the establishment of the Council for the Care of Persons with Disabilities. Reports indicated, however, that children with disabilities continued to face significant challenges, raising the question of what measures were envisaged to improve their situation.

46.
Estonia acknowledged the establishment of several bodies to monitor the protection of human rights and the ratification of OP-CAT and CRPD. It encouraged the Government to continue its actions on gender equality and implement the Strategy and Action Plan for Combating Human Trafficking. Legislation on freedom of expression had been harmonized with European standards, although more could be done to protect journalists and prosecute violence against them. Estonia made a recommendation.

50.
Bulgaria took positive note of the development of the institutional system to protect and promote human rights, particularly the establishment of the Council for Persons with Disabilities and the Council on Children’s Rights, and the development of an action plan for children’s rights. It asked for further details of the steps taken to include children with developmental disabilities in the education system. Bulgaria made a recommendation.

51.
Guatemala welcomed the establishment of national institutions to protect the rights of children and persons with disabilities and combat discrimination, and action plans and strategies to combat homophobia, prevent torture and provide foster care for children. It shared concerns about discrimination against the children of minorities, refugee children and children with disabilities, particularly regarding access to education, health care and housing. Guatemala made a recommendation.

53.
Hungary, while noting the legal guarantees for the political representation of minorities and the creation of the six minority councils, expressed concern about deficiencies in funding of those councils. Despite the efforts made, the situation of children with disabilities warranted further improvement. Hungary asked how the authorities intended to address allegations of serious human rights violations committed by police officers. Hungary made recommendations.

59.
Malaysia particularly commended Montenegro’s ratification of CRPD and efforts to improve women’s participation in all areas of life, including in politics and the civil service. Remaining challenges included the lack of capacity affecting the full enjoyment of rights by minority groups, including Muslims, and poor access to public buildings for persons with disabilities. Malaysia made recommendations.

60.
Mexico noted actions to protect and promote human rights, particularly the standing invitation issued to special procedures mandate holders and the ratification of most of the regional and international human rights instruments, which required speedy implementation. It highlighted the amended Labour Law guaranteeing women’s labour rights and legislative amendments improving conditions for persons with disabilities. Mexico made recommendations.

61.
Morocco noted the ratification of most of the international human rights instruments and welcomed the judicial reform and its Action Plan. Having received numerous refugees and displaced persons, Montenegro has established various bodies to protect their rights and cultures. Noting that material obstacles continued to hinder access to education for Roma children and children with disabilities, it asked how Montenegro intended to tackle the problem. Morocco made recommendations.

74.
Montenegro has been investing huge efforts on improving legislation and implementing policies for persons with disabilities, including through developing support services at the local level such as the centres for children with developmental difficulties, personal assistance, home support for children with highest degree of disability, teaching assistants, appropriate transport for such children, inclusive education, specialized health care. External monitoring of institutions has been developed by independent civil society organizations and the Ombudsman.

80.
Spain commended Montenegro on its efforts to promote and protect human rights and particularly welcomed the ratification of the OP-CAT, the creation of the post of Deputy Ombudsman for the prevention of torture and the ratification of the CRPD and its optional protocol. Spain made recommendations. 

84.
Thailand noted efforts to combat discrimination against minorities and marginalized groups, especially measures to protect and support the Roma. It remained concerned about shortcomings in social inclusion, particularly for the children of minorities and persons with disabilities. It was concerned that, despite efforts to integrate the children of minorities into the local education system, language would present a serious communication barrier to social integration. Thailand made recommendations.

86.
United Arab Emirates welcomed efforts to protect the rights of vulnerable groups, especially children with disabilities and women. It noted in particular the introduction of legislation on the treatment of juveniles in criminal proceedings and measures to protect children’s rights, including the draft legislation on social and child care. It made a recommendation.

87.
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland urged Montenegro to effectively implement legislation to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities and combat discrimination and domestic violence. It noted concerns about the independence of the judiciary, public attitudes towards homosexuality and inequalities faced by minorities in living conditions, access to public institutions and education. The United Kingdom encouraged investment in training for the police and judiciary to combat prejudice at all levels. It made recommendations. 

89.
Uruguay highlighted the legislative and institutional system to protect and promote human rights, particularly the ratification of OP-CAT, CRPD, OP-CRPD and CPED, the legislation to protect freedoms and human rights and combat discrimination, and progress in promoting and protecting children’s rights. It raised concerns about the economic consequences of the divorce among spouses and the lack of criminalization of the sale of children, children prostitution and pornography. Uruguay made recommendations

90.
Viet Nam noted on-going improvements to Montenegro’s legislative and institutional infrastructure and commended efforts to ensure and promote the full enjoyment of human rights by vulnerable groups such as children and persons with disabilities. It noted concrete measures for advancing the rights of minority groups, although it acknowledged that Montenegro continued to face many challenges. It made recommendations.

91.
Algeria welcomed efforts to strengthen the human rights legal and institutional framework in Montenegro, including the adoption of legislation to combat discrimination, and policies to promote gender equality and combat domestic violence. It also commended the ratification of the CRPD and encouraged Montenegro to consider ratification of the ICRMW, which would contribute significantly to combating discrimination. Algeria made recommendations.

92.
Argentina commended Montenegro on the establishment of the Council for the Rights of the Child, and the ratification of the CPED, the OP-CAT and the CRPD and its optional protocol. Argentina made recommendations.

93.
Armenia welcomed the commitment of Montenegro to the promotion and protection of human rights. In particular, it noted the recent adoption of anti-discrimination legislation based on the constitutional prohibition of discrimination, amendments to legislation on minority rights and freedoms and efforts to protect and promote the rights of children, especially children with disabilities. Armenia made a recommendation.

96.
Bangladesh welcomed prison and judiciary reforms, measures to promote gender equality, ratification of the CRPD and innovative campaigns to prevent and combat negative attitudes based on sex, age, race, nationality, ethnicity, religion and disability. It shared concerns at persistent discrimination against the children of minorities, refugee children and children with disabilities regarding access to education, health care and housing, and at stereotypical and degrading images of women in the media. Bangladesh made recommendations.

99.
Bosnia and Herzegovina commended Montenegro on the adoption of legislation, the ratification of core international human rights conventions and the establishment of national institutions to implement human rights policies, especially relating to children and persons with disabilities. It asked what steps had been taken to improve the situation of children with disabilities, especially in education, and what measures had been adopted to improve prison conditions.

113.
The Prime Minister together with UNICEF led the “It’s about abilities” campaign which highly resonated with the public and contributed to better public awareness concerning the education of children with disabilities. For the first time Montenegro participated in the Paralympics and this received considerable media attention. Montenegro is planning to include a section of data on persons with disabilities in the coming census in line with the UN recommendations on improved data on persons with disabilities. Significant steps are being made to intensify measures for the employment of youth with disabilities.

117.
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below have been examined by Montenegro and enjoy its support:
117.9.
Continue to strengthen the institutional structures and support measures for the full implementation of ratified international instruments. We likewise suggest placing an especial emphasis on persons with disabilities, victims of family and sexual violence, and all persons susceptible of or in a situation of vulnerability and discrimination (Chile);
117.11.
Further consolidate her achievements in the fields of ensuring and advancing the full enjoyment of the human rights of vulnerable groups such as children and disabled people as well as in strengthening the rule of law and social cohesion for exhaustively guaranteeing all human rights for her people (Viet Nam);
117.24.
Effectively combat negative attitudes based on sex, age, race, nationality, ethnicity, religion and disability, especially to prevent discrimination against children of minority groups, refugee children and children with disabilities (Poland);
117.26.
Take additional concrete steps to combat societal discrimination on the basis of race, sexual orientation, disability or gender identification (Australia); 

117.72.
Undertake further steps to enhance dissemination of information, including laws and regulations related to the rights of persons with disabilities and ensure access to all sources of information, with will assist persons with disabilities in their decision-making (Thailand); 

117.73.
Continue the efforts in the fight against exclusion and discrimination against persons with disabilities (Argentina);

117.74.
Intensify efforts in the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities (Greece);
117.75.
Continue to implement measures aimed at improving the conditions for the exercise and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, assuring the construction of an inclusive society without barriers (Costa Rica);

117.76.
Enhance its efforts on the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities in line with its Strategy for Integration 2008-2016 (Malaysia); 
117.77.
Increase the necessary efforts to guarantee the inclusion of persons with disabilities in society, with special attention to access to education (Mexico);

117.76.
Enhance its efforts on the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities in line with its Strategy for Integration 2008-2016 (Malaysia); 
117.77.
Increase the necessary efforts to guarantee the inclusion of persons with disabilities in society, with special attention to access to education (Mexico);
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23.
In respect to Romania’s cooperation with UN human rights mechanisms, the delegation higlighted Romania’s committment to address backlog of reporting to the treaty bodies. In this respect, Romania submited a common core document as well as reports to CESCR and CERD. Romania hosted 3 visits of special rapporteurs and agreed in the principle on the visit of the special rapporteur on discrimination against women. Romania also rafitied CRPD and OP-CAT and will step up its efforts in view of a possible ratification of CPED and OP-CRPD. The delegation reassured Romania’s committment to the protection and promotion of human rights.

31.
Germany acknowledged efforts to achieve progress with regards the Roma minority but noted problems in implementing measures taken, by noting reports that the Roma remain marginalized and excluded. It asked what legislative and other steps are planned to guarantee quality and inclusive education for children with disabilities.

39.
Ireland observed that Romania faced many challenges, including preventing the stigmatization of children with disabilities and the economic exploitation of children, and combating patterns of discrimination against Roma. It noted that structures to meet those challenges were in place, but implementation remained key. Ireland made recommendations.

42.
Jordan welcomed the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. It appreciated the strengthening of the institutional framework, particularly through amendments to the law on domestic violence. Jordan made recommendations.

44.
Lebanon highlighted the ratification of CRPD and OP-CAT, and commended efforts undertaken in respect of the rights of Roma in the fields of social integration and education. Positive developments had also been observed in the field of persons with disabilities. Lebanon made a recommendation.

48.
Mexico noted progress made by Romania in protecting and promoting human rights, and drew particular attention to the ratification of CRPD and OP-CAT. It encouraged Romania to strength its efforts to eliminate discrimination. Mexico made recommendations.

53.
Peru emphasized the ratification of CRPD and OP-CAT, and the adoption of the Roma integration strategy and the National Program for Infrastructure Development. It asked about the political participation of organizations for national minorities and their representation at national and local level. Peru made recommendations.

54.
The Philippines commended Romania for the ratification of OP-CAT and CRPD and noted that the Constitution guaranteed respect for international conventions. Philippines welcomed efforts to combat trafficking in persons, especially the inter-institution cooperation. It made a recommendation.

56.
Qatar commended Romania for the concrete results it had achieved through legislative measures and judicial reforms. It welcomed the measures taken to combat human trafficking and the practice of torture. The ratification of CRPD, among other international instruments, was noted. Qatar made a recommendation.

57.
The Republic of Korea highlighted the ratification of OP-CAT and CRPD, judicial reform and the introduction of protection measures for victims of domestic violence. Anti-discrimination measures for Roma were expected to continue and the adoption of the Roma inclusion strategy was praised. It made recommendations.

60.
Rwanda congratulated Romania on the ratification of OP-CAT and CRPD.  Furthermore, it welcomed the progress made in preventing and combating trafficking in persons through the adoption and periodic update of the relevant legislation on human trafficking.  Rwanda made a recommendation.

65.
Slovakia took note of the ratification of CRPD, OP-CAT and the signature of OP-CRC-IC. It also welcomed the human rights training for teachers and pupils as well as human rights and administration of justice courses for personnel of the Ministry of Administration and Interior. Slovakia made recommendations.

67.
Spain commended Romania on its ratification of the OP-CAT and the CRPD in fulfilment of the 1st UPR cycle recommendations. It asked what specific measures had been adopted to prevent and combat corruption in the judiciary and public health sectors. Spain made recommendations.

73.
France appreciated the ratification of the OP-CAT, CRPD as well as the adoption of law 137/2000 on anti-discrimination. France made recommendations.

78.
Uruguay commended Romania for ratifying the OP-CAT and the CRPD and adopting measures to promote the integration of persons belonging to minority groups, particularly Roma. Uruguay observed lengthy procedures for the late birth registration and high infant mortality rate. Uruguay made recommendations.

80.
Algeria applauded the ratification of CRPD and measures to ensure the rights of women, children, the vulnerable and minorities. It encouraged Romania to ratify the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families to help combat discrimination. Algeria made recommendations.

81.
Argentina congratulated Romania on the ratification of the OP-CAT and the CRPD. It also welcomed the development of a new national anti-corruption strategy for 2012-2015. Argentina made recommendations.
84.
Austria welcomed Romania’s ratification of the CRPD and asked how it would be implemented. It commended improvements to the legal framework for human rights protection, but was concerned about widespread discrimination against the Roma, the LGBT community and other vulnerable groups. Austria made recommendations.

91.
Cambodia welcomed progress in the promotion and protection of human rights and efforts to implement judicial reform. It noted in particular the ratification of the OP-CAT and the CRPD and the adoption of a new Roma inclusion strategy for 2012-2020. Cambodia made a recommendation.

95.
China noted that, since 2008, Romania had improved its national legal framework, ratified the CRPD and adopted measures to combat racial discrimination, human trafficking and domestic violence. It was, however, concerned about the situation of the Roma. China made a recommendation.

96.
Congo highlighted progress in implementing the recommendations of the 1st UPR cycle, including improvements in the rights of women, children and persons with disabilities, human trafficking and education. It encouraged Romania to take steps to integrate and improve the living conditions of minorities and to prevent child trafficking.

98.
Cuba appreciated, from the national report, information on the implementation of the first cycle recommendation, particularly regarding children, women and person with disabilities rights. Cuba welcomed actions taken to combat discrimination against persons with disabilities and improvements on mental health legislation. Cuba made a recommendation. 
99.
Cyprus commended measures taken by Romania to implement the 1st cycle recommendations and meet its human rights obligations. It welcomed efforts to provide equal employment opportunities for all, including persons belonging to minority groups, women, persons with disabilities and persons living with HIV. Cyprus made a recommendation. 

Conclusions and/or recommendations

109.
The following recommendations will be examined by Romania which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 23rd session of the Human Rights Council in June 2013:

109.12. Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Costa Rica);

109.31. Apply the  2008-2013 National Strategy on children right’s protection and promotion which should ensure that special attention will be paid to children belonging to the most vulnerable groups, such as children living in poverty, Roma children, children with disabilities, children with HIV/AIDS and streets children (Ecuador);

109.36. Continue taking legislative amendments and strengthen necessary policies to enhance child rights, particularly children with disabilities in light of relevant provisions of international conventions ratified by Romania (Qatar);

109.40.
Further consolidate achievements in domains such as legislative and judicial reform, education, health care and gender equality, and continue to put more priorities and national resources on other important fields of job creation and social security, with greater focus on improving the overall conditions of vulnerable groups of children, women, youth and persons with disabilities (Viet Nam);

109.48. Implement measures to eliminate discrimination against  minority groups, in  particular the Roma and children in vulnerable situations,  including children with disabilities, with HIV/AIDS, abandoned children or victims of violence and guarantee their access to education, housing, medical care and health services (Costa Rica);

109.125. Facilitate the greater integration and participation in society of people with disabilities and, in particular, implement a more expansive sheltered housing strategy with measurable targets that will achieve a substantial reduction in the number of people with disabilities currently in institutional care (Ireland);

109.126. Intensify efforts in the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities (Greece);

109.127. Strengthen the different measures aiming at respecting rights of persons with disabilities, particularly boys and girls (Argentina);

109.128. Increase efforts to ensure the inclusion of children with disabilities in society, with special emphasis on access to education (Mexico);

109.129. Take necessary measures to the effective implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, with due regard to the disabled children experiencing discrimination in accessing mainstream education (Iran (Islamic Republic of));

109.130. Enact legislation to ensure the unhindered participation of persons with disabilities in the education system and in the labour market (Austria);

109.131. Ensure unhindered access of children with disabilities to quality and inclusive education (Slovakia);
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6.
Serbia is regularly preparing and submitting periodic reports to the UN treaty bodies. Currently, the preparation of the Second Periodic Report on the Implementation of the CAT, the Second and Third Periodic Report on the Implementation of the CRC and the Initial Report on the Implementation of the CPED is underway. The initial report on the Implementation of the CRPD was submitted to the Committee for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in mid-2012.

21.
The education system does not allow differences in education of children with development difficulties and disabilities and of other children. An inclusive education concept was developed, since the Law on the Fundamental Principles of Education and Upbringing (the LFPEU) gives the opportunity to persons with development difficulties and disabilities, regardless of their material conditions, to access all levels of education in institutions. Students with disabilities are granted scholarships, on average 120 students per year.

22.
Law on Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities (2009) introduced the obligation to employ persons with disabilities for any employer with at least 20 employees. Procedure for adoption of the Law on Social Entrepreneurship and Employment at Social Enterprises has been initiated too.

23.
Law on Planning and Building Construction (2009) stipulates for accessibility for persons with disabilities, children and the elderly to public and business premises.

49.
Kuwait welcomed strategies and plans to improve gender equality and the adoption of laws that guarantee equal opportunity to all in governmental and authority-level positions, and commended the law on vocational training for persons with disabilities, facilitating their integration into the labour market, and access for children with disabilities to educational facilities. Kuwait made recommendations.

69.
Slovakia welcomed Serbia’s adoption of a series of legal norms, including its law on the prohibition of discrimination. It also credited Serbia for its Ombudsman “A” status in line with the Paris Principles and the ratification of CRPD, CPED and a number of Optional Protocols. Slovakia made recommendations.

71.
Spain welcomed the delegation of Serbia and commended the Serbian Government for efforts made over recent years for the promotion and protection of human rights. It applauded particularly the ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol and the CED. Spain made recommendations.
100.
Legislative Framework for Protection of Disabled Persons was established and Strategy for Improving Position of Disabled Persons until 2015 was adopted.

101.
Implementation of the Law on Employment and Professional Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons resulted in employment of 10,000 disabled persons and 10,000 were included in various forms of professional rehabilitation.

104.
Thailand commended Serbia’s continued judicial reforms and its cooperation with ICTY, reflecting its commitment to peace and stability in the region. It was pleased to note its adoption of the Law on Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities as well as fulfilling its obligation under the CEDAW. Thailand made recommendations.

110.
Viet Nam noted Serbia’s adoption of numerous laws, national strategies and action plans on gender equality, women’s empowerment, and child care, and migration, social integration for disabled persons, housing, education, refugees and displaced persons. It commended Serbia for its efforts in combatting racial discrimination and racism. It made a recommendation.

119.
Bhutan commended Serbia for establishing numerous domestic legislative framework and institutional mechanisms to protect the rights of children, women and minorities and to fight against human trafficking and domestic violence. It welcomed its ratification of international instruments including the CRPD and the CPED. Bhutan made a recommendation.

125.
China commended Serbia for ratifying the CRPD and other international human rights instruments. Serbia has introduced judicial reform to ensure independence and transparency and has taken measures to protect the rights of minority groups and children, enhance the role played by women in high-level decision making and punish perpetrators of racial discrimination. China made a recommendation.

129.
Cuba commended Serbia for strengthening its legal and institutional framework to protect human rights, for enhancing women’s role in high-level decision-making processes and for laying the foundations for more effective integration of persons with disabilities into the labour market. Cuba made a recommendation.

130.
Cyprus noted Serbia’s efforts to promote the socio-economic position of persons with disabilities, a dedicated rehabilitation centre and introduction of an employment quota system for them. However, a gap between policies and practice persists and it asked what concrete measures are planned to ensure more systematic enforcement of the relevant legislation.

II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

144.
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue listed below have been examined by Serbia and enjoy the support of Serbia:
144.5.
Implement mechanisms to follow up UPR recommendations in order to verify the implementation and impact of policies and measures adopted to promote equality of rights and non-discrimination for all citizens, in particular the measures aimed at vulnerable groups such as women, children, ethnic minorities, the LGBTI community and persons in the situation of disability (Colombia);
144.13.
Expand its intervention with the aim of better addressing racial prejudices, xenophobia, hate speeches and other forms of discrimination, in particular against Roma, women, persons with disabilities and the LGBT population (Italy);

145.
The following recommendations enjoy the support of [Serbia] which considers that they are already implemented or in the process of implementation:

145.6.
Continue to enable women and the disabled and provide them a greater role in society (Kuwait);

145.71.
Further strengthen the rule of law and institutions to enforce social cohesion, tolerance  and equality in order to  exhaustively guarantee human rights for her people, in particular those of vulnerable groups such as women , children, displaced and disabled persons (Viet Nam);

145.86.
Consolidate the constitutional and legislative framework to prevent discrimination against persons with disabilities (Iraq);

145.87.
Remove the barriers that hinder the effective accessibility of boys and girls with disabilities to education (Mexico);
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14.
In relation to increasing awareness for persons with disabilities, Lord Vaea referred to a question from Slovenia as to how Tonga guarantees rights of persons with disabilities, and what improvements had been made in recent years. Lord Vaea reported that Tongan legislation offers the same protection of rights to disabled and non-disabled person, and that there was no discrimination in the law or in practice against disabled persons. The only gaps are the special rights for disabled, such as communication for persons who are without hearing or sight. Lord Vaea reported that Tonga has a policy on inclusive education for disabled persons, legislation requires access facilities to be built into public buildings for disabled persons, and that Tonga was supportive of regional efforts, such as the Biwaka Millennium Framework for Action, the Pacific Disability Forum and the Australia Pacific Islands Disability Support. Tonga acknowledged the assistance provided by the Government of Australia in this area. Lord Vaea also reported that there are two Disabled Persons Organisations who are active in pursuing the rights of disabled persons, and an organisation that provides rehabilitation services for disabled persons. He also reported that social clubs provide support for persons with disabilities on a regular basis. 

15.
Lord Vaea also referred to a question from Slovenia as to steps to include the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities into domestic legislation, and the timeframe for ratifying the Convention. Lord Vaea reported that disabled persons have rights under Tongan law at a general level. Tonga could not provide a timeframe for the ratification of the Convention.

16.
Lord Vaea then referred to a question from Spain on plans to improve living conditions of persons with disabilities and to eradicate discrimination against them. Lord Vaea stated that Tonga is encouraging commitment to improve the lives of persons with disabilities by way of support for Disabled Persons Organisations, and also regional plans of action. Furthermore, Tongan legislation does not discriminate against disabled persons. He also stated that Tonga was committed to ratifying the Convention; however no timeframe was available.

29.
Lord Vaea then concluded the opening statement by stating that Tonga remained committed to improving the level of its human rights obligations, and that Tonga requested States to understand and appreciate the unique circumstances that it faces when advancing human rights protection. Tonga also requested States to assist and support Tonga in advancing human rights, particularly gender equality, and persons with disabilities, and any other human rights that States are willing to assist Tonga with. Lord Vaea then expressed his appreciation to the Working Group for their attention, and wished them well for the work in the next few weeks, and the rest of 2013.

56.
Angola acknowledged legislation adopted regarding the rights of persons with disabilities and the right to education, and welcomed the efforts made by Tonga in promoting and protecting the rights of women including those pertaining to employment and especially the new policy of the civil service commission, which includes increased maternity leave for civil servants. It also welcomed Tonga’s strategic development framework 2011-2014 including greater autonomy for women.  It made a recommendation.

59.
Bhutan applauded Tonga’s strides in meeting the challenges and constraints it faced in promoting its population’s political, economic and social rights and in protecting women, children and persons with disabilities, including the reforms of 2010. It noted Tonga’s efforts to advance the position of women and combat gender-based violence and discrimination. It made recommendations.

64.
China appreciated Tonga’s efforts to promote and protect human rights, including gender equality, elimination of violence against women and human rights education for the police. Tonga has signed the ICRPD and is considering accession to the CEDAW. Taking note of the challenges faced by Tonga, Chine considered that the international community should provide Tonga with necessary financial and technical assistance in support of its social and economic development. It made a recommendation.

70.
Hungary noted with satisfaction the progressive developments in Tonga, including democratic elections in 2010, women’s increased participation and incorporation of international human rights standards into police training curricula. It welcomed the steps taken to ensure equality in education, health care and employment for women and persons with disabilities, although gender discrimination persists with regard to land ownership and inheritance. Hungary noted that Tonga has not ratified yet the CAT. It made a recommendation.

II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

79. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below enjoy the support of Tonga:
79.12. Examine the possibility of ratifying CED, CAT and its Optional Protocol, CEDAW and its Optional Protocol, ICESCR, ICCPR and CRPD (Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities) and its Protocol (Argentina);

79.13. Ratify both the CRPD and its Optional Protocol before the next UPR cycle (Hungary);

79.17. Ratify and implement the CRPD (Mexico);
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8.
The delegation then outlined measures taken since 2008 to enhance the legislative and institutional frameworks for the promotion of human rights, noting that the Constitution had been amended in 2009, and that the tenure of the Federal National Council members had been extended to four years. 

9.
He explained that the UAE had implemented diverse legislative initiatives, including measures to strengthen the rights of workers and of persons with disabilities, and that it was in the process of adopting a federal law concerning children’s rights.

39.
China commended the UAE on achievements in advancing the empowerment of women, the protection of rights of children, persons with disabilities and the elderly, and its investment in health, education and social protection. It noted with satisfaction the Government’s focus on the green economy and sustainable resources. It made recommendations. 

51.
France commended efforts to strengthen protection of human rights, particularly with regard to migrant workers and women. It congratulated the UAE on its ratification of CAT and CRPD. It made recommendations.

57.
Guatemala welcomed the incorporation of human rights departments within various ministries. It welcomed also the ratification of CAT and CRPD. It urged the UAE to continue initiatives to ensure that all women may fully exercise their rights and freedoms on an equal footing with men. It made a recommendation.
65.
Jordan appreciated the UAE’s institutional and legislative advances, including federal laws on the rights of disabled persons. It commended the creation of a Human Rights Department at the Interior Ministry and operational measures to improve the conditions of foreign workers. It asked about efforts to promote human rights in developing countries. It made a recommendation.

71.
Malaysia applauded the UAE’s efforts in its human rights awareness raising programme, its promotion and protection of women’s and children’s rights and in its development of rural areas. It also commended the UAE for its accession to CRPD. Malaysia made recommendations.

77.
Nepal appreciated the UAE’s launching of national human rights strategies.  It also commended the UAE’s efforts in empowering women, protecting the rights of children, the elderly and persons with disabilities, and in promoting education, healthcare and social welfare. Nepal made recommendations.

82.
Pakistan appreciated the Government’s efforts in honouring its voluntary pledges through accession to CAT and CRPD. It took note of the adoption of a manual on general standards for shared housing for workers, as well as the  care for children of unknown parentage. It made recommendations.

89.
Qatar paid tribute to efforts made at institutional and legislative levels such as the establishment of ministerial departments for human rights and the formulation of strategies including the “Emirates Vision 2021”. It appreciated the UAE’s voluntary pledges made during the first UPR cycle and its accession to international instruments including CAT and CRPD. It made recommendations.

94.
Slovakia commended the UAE for ratifying CRPD, CAT and the Convention against Transnational Organised Crime and Palermo Protocol. It noted the high educational levels attained by citizens and equal enrolment rates for boys and girls. It noted that Emirati women married to foreigners were allowed to transfer their citizenship to their children. It made recommendations.

96.
Spain congratulated UAE for its commitment to the UPR process, as demonstrated by the national plan to implement the recommendations from the first cycle. It noted the ratifications of CAT and CRPD. It made recommendations.

102.
Togo noted the UAE’s accession to CAT, the CRPD and the Palermo Protocol and   encouraged accession to OP-CRC. It commended the UAE for its promotion of women’s rights.  Togo made recommendations.

103.
Tunisia noted constitutional amendment of 2009, the establishment of institutions tasked with human rights issues and the ratification of CRPD and CAT. It noted efforts to promote gender equality and human rights education, and to improve living and housing conditions. It encouraged the ratification of remaining core human rights instruments. It made recommendations.

108.
Turkmenistan appreciated the UAE’s accession to CAT, CRPD and the Palermo Protocol. It was pleased to note that a number of Special Procedures had visited the UAE at the invitation of its Government. It made recommendations.

115.
Algeria welcomed the ratification of CAT and CRPD and progress towards accession to OP-CRC-SC/AC, as well as the study to establish a NHRI. It noted policies to promote economic, social and cultural rights, especially regarding foreign workers and advancement of women. It made recommendations.

116.
Angola noted with satisfaction the UAE’s commitment to promoting and protecting women’s rights, reflected by the increase in women occupying positions within ministerial, diplomatic and judicial institutions, and in the police and armed forces. It commended the UAE’s accession to CAT and CRPD. It made a recommendation.

120.
The Republic of Korea welcomed the “Emirates Vision 2021” strategy. It noted the UAE’s efforts to establish a national human rights institution and welcomed its ratification of CAT and CRPD. It made recommendations.
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	�	The recommendation has made during the interactive dialogue was as follows: “Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, as well as the ILO Conventions 169 and 189 (Costa Rica)”





