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1. UPR16 outcomes
Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Colombia, Cuba, Djibouti, Germany, Russian Federation, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, and Uzbekistan were reviewed in the UPR sixteenth session, the outcomes of which are being presented to the Council’s twenty-fourth regular session.
Countries with pending UPR recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities include: Azerbaijan, Cameroon, Canada, Cuba, Germany, Russian Federation, and Uzbekistan
Countries with rejected UPR recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities include: Colombia (to ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD)

Countries that are not yet parties to the CRPD include: Cameroon, Tuvalu and Uzbekistan
Countries that are not yet parties to the OP include: Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Colombia, Cuba, Russian Federation, Tuvalu and Uzbekistan
Countries with declarations and reservations to the CRPD include: Azerbaijan and Canada
Azerbaijan
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review – Azerbaijan, A/HRC/24/13
Link to web page of the UPR of Azerbaijan 

Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: Pending
Pending recommendations:
II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

109.
The following recommendations will be examined by Azerbaijan which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 24th session of the Human Rights Council in September 2013:

109.150. Establish a clear legal definition of disability (Spain);

109.151. Redouble efforts to implement the National Action Plan to set up social institutions in order to create further opportunities of work for persons with disabilities to improve standards of employment and integrate them in the labour market (Bahrain);

109.152. Consider strengthening measures aimed at the protection and integration of persons with disabilities, especially children with disabilities (Argentina);

109.153. Strengthen measures already adopted with regard to the rights of children with disabilities (Spain);

109.154. Undertake further measures to protect social rights, including the rights of children, women and persons with disabilities (Uzbekistan);

109.155. Continue the efforts aiming at further promoting the rights of persons with disabilities and increasing their employment and their integration to the labour market (Algeria);

Back to top
Bangladesh
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review – Bangladesh, A/HRC/24/12
Addendum - Views on conclusions and/or recommendations, voluntary commitments and replies presented by the State under review, A/HRC/24/12/Add.1 

Link to Bangladesh UPR web page 

Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: All accepted.

Accepted recommendations:

129.
The recommendations listed below enjoy the support of Bangladesh:

129.5.
Take further steps in bringing domestic legislation and policies in line with its obligations under core human rights instruments such as the Convention against Torture and the CRPD (Maldives);

129.6.
Take necessary measures for effective implementation of the provisions of the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, in particular, with regard to employment and education (Tunisia);

129.22.
Adopt the draft legislation on the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities and deploy the necessary measures for its implementation (Mexico);

129.23.
Revise and amend when necessary national legislation to ensure non-discrimination against persons with disabilities in employment and take every effort to increase employment opportunities for persons with disabilities (Slovakia);

129.64.
Continue its efforts to promote and protect the rights of women, children and persons with disabilities, and pay particular attention to the population in rural areas (Morocco);

129.117.
Provide more resources for the enjoyment of social and economic rights of vulnerable groups like women, children, persons with disabilities and minorities (Viet Nam);

129.145.
Adopt and implement the draft Act on the protection of rights of persons with disabilities in line with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Brazil);

129.146.
Continue implementation of social programs to carry out information and education activities with regard to people with disabilities (Iran (Islamic Republic of));

129.147.
Attach great importance to the promotion and protection of the rights of the person of disabilities, and put more efforts in the area of health care, particularly the health of children (Oman);

129.148.
Successfully adopt Persons with Disabilities Rights Act (Kyrgyzstan);

129.149.
Intensify actions in order to improve living conditions of persons with disabilities (Senegal);

129.150.
Continue efforts to improve access to public services for persons with disabilities, including the electoral process (Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)); 

Back to top
Burkina Faso
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review - Burkina Faso, A/HRC/24/4
Link to web page of Burkina Faso UPR
Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: All accepted

Accepted recommendations:

II.
Conclusions and/or recommendations

135.
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below have been examined by Burkina Faso and enjoy the support of Burkina Faso:

135.60.
Continue policies aimed at reducing inequalities in access to the full enjoyment of human rights by all the social groups with special attention paid to women, children and persons with disabilities (Kazakhstan);

135.62.
Take the necessary measures to fight against discrimination faced by persons with disabilities (Argentina);

135.64. Continue to take measures to ensure the social protection of the most vulnerable groups of the population, including persons with disabilities and the elderly (Belarus);

135.65.
Continue strengthening services for children with disabilities and adopt policies for their inclusion in regular education (Egypt);

135.66.
Continue taking appropriate measures to protect the most vulnerable children, particularly girls, children with disabilities and children living in rural areas and to ensure effective protection of children especially against sexual abuse, trafficking and child labour (Cyprus).

135.126.
Ensure the promotion of economic, social and cultural rights, including better access to education for female children and persons with disabilities, as well as combating illiteracy (Gabon);

135.128.
Continue implementing plans to enable girls and persons with disabilities to have access to education (Saudi Arabia);

Back to top
Cameroon
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review – Cameroon, A/HRC/24/15
Link to web page of UPR of Cameroon 

Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: All pending.
Pending recommendations:

131.
The following recommendations will be examined by Cameroon which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 24th session of the Human Rights Council in September 2013:

131.13.
Continue the efforts made to ratify the following conventions: International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance; Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families; and Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Argentina);

131.22.
Take concrete and effective measures to ensure the ratification and gradual implementation as soon as possible of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, signed in 2007 (Canada);

131.165.
Review legislation such as the recently adopted Act on the protection and advancement of persons with disabilities to prohibit efficiently discrimination against persons with disabilities, to guarantee equal treatment and equal opportunity and protect them from harassment, violence and abuse in all aspects of life (Slovakia);

131.166.
Continue its positive approach in further promoting the welfare and protecting the rights of persons with disabilities with a view of improving their living conditions (Malaysia);

Back to top
Canada
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review – Canada, A/HRC/24/11
Link to web page of the UPR of Canada
Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: All pending.
Pending recommendations:

129.
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below will be examined by Canada which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 24th session of the Human Rights Council in September 2013:

129.5.
Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (OP-CRPD) (the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Argentina, France, Portugal, Spain);

129.24.
Pursue the actions in favour of the elderly and persons with disabilities (Senegal);

129.141.
Continue taking measures to protect the rights of persons with disabilities (Romania);

129.142.
Continue efforts to improve the rights of persons with disabilities (Djibouti);

129.143.
Encourage the inclusion of boys and girls with disabilities in the general education system (Spain);

129.144.
Ensure that children with disabilities have access to inclusive education (Egypt);

129.145.
Implement and enforce national uniform standards of access to buildings, information, and communications for persons with disabilities (United States of America);



Back to top
Cape Verde
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review - Cape Verde, A/HRC/24/5
Link to web page of the UPR of Cape Verde
Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: All accepted.
Accepted recommendations:

115.    
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue/listed below enjoy the support of Cape Verde:

115.8.    
Complete the common core of its international obligations on human rights with the ratification of CPED, OP-CAT and the Optional Protocol to CRPD (Spain);

115.25.    
Pursue efforts to take the necessary measures to ensure the full implementation of the Rome Statute, the CRPD and the Optional Protocol to CEDAW in its national legislation (Luxembourg);
Back to top
Colombia
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review – Colombia, A/HRC/24/6
Link to web page of UPR of Colombia 

Link to addendum
Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: One accepted, one rejected. None pending.

Accepted recommendation:

116.
The following recommendations enjoy the support of Colombia which considers that they are already implemented or in the process of implementation. Colombia submitted its views on these recommendations. These views are included in an addendum to the report of the Working Group (A/HRC/24/6/Add.1):

116.104.
Further strengthen its efforts in promoting the rights of persons with disabilities and to ensure their integration in the society (Algeria);

Rejected recommendation:

118.
The following recommendations did not enjoy the support of Colombia. Colombia submitted its views on these recommendations. These views are included in an addendum to the report of the Working Group (A/HRC/24/6/Add.1):

118.6.
Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Guatemala);
Back to top
Cuba
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review – Cuba, A/HRC/24/16
Link to web page of UPR of Cuba
Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: All pending.
Pending recommendations:

170.
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below will be examined by Cuba which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 24th session of the Human Rights Council in September 2013:

170.12.
Subscribe (El Salvador)/Ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD (Austria);

170.92.
Continue to pay particular attention to the protection of the rights of children and strengthen measures for the full realization of the rights of children with disabilities (Serbia);

170.237.
Continue to ensure food security for the elderly, persons with disabilities and persons at risk (Sri Lanka);

170.278.
Continue to provide social security protection to mothers of children with severe disabilities (Nigeria);

170.279.
Further strengthening social security programs for mothers of children with severe disabilities (Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of));

170.280.
Continue to strengthen measures focused on employment for persons, particularly women, with disabilities (Trinidad and Tobago);

170.281.
Continue its work to achieve greater access to employment for women with disabilities (Bangladesh);

170.282.
Promote the consolidation of the role of women with disabilities, without and prejudice and stereotypes (Ecuador);

170.283.
Strengthen measures aimed at respecting the rights of people with disabilities, particularly children (Belarus);

170.284.
Continue to implement the Brasilia rules regarding accessibility for persons with disabilities to the justice system (Brazil);

170.285.
Effectively achieve greater access to employment to persons with disabilities, particularly women (Cyprus);

170.286.
Keep studying the legal norms on the forms of employment of persons with disabilities and update them when necessary (Ecuador);

170.287.
Broaden the promotion of the use of language that is more in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in particular continue advancing in the access to information through Braille, sign language, among others (Ecuador 4);

170.288.
Consolidate specialized measures aimed at strengthening the rights of children with disabilities (Eritrea);

170.289.
Continue to work on raising the training of human resources and teachers to facilitate access to education for pupils with special needs (Lesotho); 

170.290.
Continue to give particular priority to Special Education for children who require highly specialized care (Maldives);

170.291.
Enhance the training of athletes with disabilities and further promote their participation in international sporting events (Lesotho);

170.292.
Continue to encourage the training of athletes with disabilities and to further promote their participation in international sporting events (Myanmar);
Back to top
Djibouti
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review – Djibouti, A/HRC/24/10
Link to web page of the UPR of Djibouti
Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: All accepted.
Accepted recommendations:

143.
The recommendations listed below enjoy the support of Djibouti:
143.75.
Continue with its efforts to better protect women, children and the disabled in order to consolidate the progress made in this area (Nigeria);

143.78.
Promote relevant national strategy in order to change its traditional practices and stereotypes regarding women to better protect women’s physical and psychological integrity (China); [relevant to persons with disabilities insofar as it concerns women with disabilities’ physical and mental integrity (article 17 CRPD)]
143.136.
Continue to take further measures for the education of persons with disabilities (Egypt);

Back to top
Germany
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review – Germany, A/HRC/24/9
Link to web page of the UPR of Germany
Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: All pending.
Pending recommendations:

123.

Responses to the following recommendations will be provided by Germany in due time, but no later than the 24th session of the Human Rights Council in September 2013:

123.173.
Continue its efforts to lower unemployment rate of persons with disabilities (Peru);

123.174.
Further strengthen its compliance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, by implementing the concept of reasonable accommodation recognized in Article 2, as well as paying a special attention to the needs of girls and women with disabilities (Spain);

123.175.
Extend legal requirements of barrier-free access for persons with disabilities to private entities that provide goods and services to the public (United States of America);

123.176.
Ensure nationwide access to barrier-free protection and support facilities for women with disabilities affected by violence (Austria);

123.177.
Provide effective protection and complaint mechanisms to persons with disabilities living in specialized centres (Austria);

123.178.
Continue its programmes for improving the social inclusion of children and youth with disabilities (Ecuador);

Back to top
Russian Federation
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review - Russian Federation, A/HRC/24/14
Link to web page of the UPR of Russian Federation 

Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: All pending.
Pending recommendations:

140.
The following recommendations will be examined by the Russian Federation which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 24th session of the Human Rights Council in September 2013:

140.10.

Ratify Optional Protocol of the UN CRPD (The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia);

140.31.

Further strengthen the legal and policy frameworks for the protection of the rights of women, children, persons with disabilities and elderly persons (Ethiopia);

140.49.

Maintain and strengthen its initiatives on the promotion and protection of the rights of the child particularly with regard to children with disabilities (Iran (Islamic Republic of));

140.51.
 
Protect the rights of the vulnerable groups of the population, such as women, children, persons with disabilities and elderly persons (Afghanistan);

140.53.

Carry on its efforts to protect the rights of vulnerable groups including children and persons with disabilities (Greece);

140.54.

Take further measures to better protect the rights of women, children, persons with disabilities and older persons (China);

140.199.
Further take measures to strengthen the mechanisms for the protection of social rights, in particular rights of children, women and persons with disabilities (Uzbekistan);

140.213.
Continue its on-going efforts to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities (Kuwait);

140.214.
Continue adapting health, education and transport services to the needs of persons with disabilities (Cuba);

140.215.
Continue its efforts in protecting the rights of persons with disabilities and make its experience available in the framework of sharing best practices (Sudan);

140.216.
Take measures to increase the coverage of persons with disabilities in the employment system, by creating barriers-free environments in favour of persons with disabilities, and effectively complying with its obligations in the framework of the CRPD (Ecuador);
Back to top
Turkmenistan
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review – Turkmenistan, A/HRC/24/3
Link to web page of the UPR of Turkmenistan 

Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: All accepted.
Accepted recommendations:

112.
The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue and listed below enjoy the support of Turkmenistan:

112.11.
Continue harmonizing national legislation with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) (Cuba);

112.12.
 Continue applying its successful programmes implementing the CRPD (Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of));

112.39.
Make more efforts to promote gender equality and the rights of persons with disabilities (Oman);
Back to top
Tuvalu
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review – Tuvalu, A/HRC/24/8
Link to web page of the UPR of Tuvalu 

Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: Accepted

Accepted recommendations:

82. The recommendations formulated during the interactive dialogue listed below enjoy the support of Tuvalu.

82.29.
Continue and enhance the efforts in promoting and protecting the rights of vulnerable groups including women and persons with disabilities (Indonesia);

82.66.
Continue efforts to guarantee the full inclusion of persons with disabilities in all spheres of society (Costa Rica);
Back to top
Uzbekistan
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review – Uzbekistan, A/HRC/24/7
Link to web page of the UPR of Uzbekistan 

Status of recommendations on the rights of persons with disabilities: Some accepted, some pending

Accepted recommendations:

133.28. Strengthen national mechanisms for the protection of the rights of socially vulnerable groups of the population, including women, children and persons with disabilities (Russian Federation); 

133.81. Strengthen the application of the rights enshrined in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, with special attention to children, women, persons with disabilities, the elderly and families with limited resources (Ecuador);

133.95. Further promote inclusive and accessible education to children with disabilities at ordinary schools (Thailand ); 

133.96. Promote the rights of persons with disabilities with the aim to ensuring their social integration (Oman);

Pending recommendations:

135.
The following recommendations will be examined by Uzbekistan which will provide responses in due time, but no later than the 24th session of the Human Rights Council in September 2013. 

135.1. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Brazil; Iraq);

135.2. Intensify efforts to ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (State of Palestine);

135.3. Continue its legal measures on ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which had been signed by the Government in early 2009 (Iran) (Islamic Republic of);

137.4. Continue the effort to integrate international norms into national legislations by way of ratification, including by completing the ratification process of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Indonesia );
Back to top
2. Other reports
Question of the death penalty – Report of the Secretary-General (A/HRC/24/18)

VI. Use of the death penalty against children, persons with mental or intellectual disabilities and other vulnerable groups 

B. Persons with mental or intellectual disabilities 

67. In accordance with international human rights norms and standards, the imposition of the death penalty is prohibited “for persons suffering from mental retardation or extremely limited mental competence, whether at the stage of sentence or execution”,67as well as “for persons suffering from mental retardation or extremely limited mental competence”.68

68. In the Caribbean region, the Judicial Committee

of the Privy Council and domestic courts continued to restrict the implementation of the death penalty, specifically in relation to those with mental illnesses or impairment. The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council has delivered judgments on appeal in two capital cases69 where prisoners were sentenced to the mandatory death penalty in Trinidad and Tobago. In each of these cases, fresh medical evidence (psychiatric and psychological) was admitted and the cases were remitted to the Court of Appeal in Trinidad and Tobago for further hearing. In another case,70the Eastern Caribbean Court of Appeal also admitted new psychiatric evidence. The conviction for murder was quashed and substituted with manslaughter, on the grounds of diminished responsibility, and a life imprisonment was imposed. 

69. According to the Death Penalty Information Centre, around a quarter of those executed or scheduled to be executed in 2012 in the United States of America showed signs of severe mental illness.71 Moreover, it is estimated that between 5 and 10 per cent of inmates on death row suffer from severe mental illness.72 In July 2012, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions urged the Government of the United States of America and relevant authorities to prevent the execution of two individuals with psychosocial disabilities. He emphasized that “it was a violation of death penalty safeguards to impose capital punishment on individuals suffering from psychosocial disabilities”.73In August 2012, the State of Texas executed an individual with a significant intellectual disability. 

70. The Committee against Torture expressed concerns about reports on the execution of individuals with mental illness in Japan, in contradiction with article 479(1) of its Code of Criminal Procedures which prohibits the execution of “a detainee in a state of insanity”. The Committee urged Japan to ensure that death row inmates were afforded all legal safeguards and protections, inter alia, by ensuring “an independent review of all cases when there is credible evidence that death row inmate is mentally ill”, and also to ensure that any “detainee with a mental illness is not executed, in accordance with article 479(1) of its Code of Criminal Procedures”.74
C. Discrimination in the imposition of the death penalty 

72. The new EU Guidelines on the death penalty emphasize that the death penalty must not be applied or used in a discriminatory manner on any ground, including political affiliation, sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation. 

Communications report of Special Procedures, A/HRC/24/21

Joint allegation letter- Adequate housing;  Extreme poverty;  Minority issues;

Alleged forced evictions of 49 persons living in a situation of extreme poverty in Bairro de Santa Filomena, located in Amadora and the threat of eviction of additional families living in the same settlement. According to information received 7 families (27 people), including children and persons with disabilities, were forcibly evicted from the settlement of Bairro de Santa Filomena, Amadora, on 26 and 27 July 2012 and their homes subsequently demolished. Reportedly, on 19 November 2012, 22 additional residents, including elderly people and children, were evicted from the Bairro de Santa Filomena settlement. Most of the concerned people are migrants from Cape-Verde, Sao Tome e Principe, Guinea, Angola and Brazil. Reportedly, no notice was provided to the residents with regard to the eviction date and no alternative accommodation was offered to the affected families. According to information received, additional families living in the settlement remain under threat of eviction.
Summary of information from States Members of the United Nations and other relevant stakeholders on best practices in the application of traditional values while promoting and protecting human rights and upholding human dignity - Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, A/HRC/24/22

II. Contributions received

A. Groups of States and States Members of the United Nations

3. The European Union stated that it was not in a position to provide examples of best practices. It stressed the need for caution, pointing to the possible danger of introducing the concept of traditional values in the human rights realm as there was no clear-cut, universally agreed definition. Whereas human rights were formalized in international law through consensus and agreed upon as universal and inalienable, traditional values were 

inherently subjective and specific to time and place. Thus, although traditions might sometimes be in line with human rights, the two notions were not necessarily analogous and traditional values could also have a negative impact on the implementation of human rights, especially those concerning violence against women, sexual orientation, gender identity, age and disability.

18. The family was an integral part of Pakistani culture. Protecting the rights of vulnerable segments of society like older persons, disabled persons, children, women and the unemployed were also priorities.

31.The National Centre for Human Rights of Uzbekistan

asserted that the protection of human rights should include development and strengthening of religious tolerance, respect and non-discrimination in relation to nationality and support and assistance to vulnerable groups, such as children, women and disabled, ill and older persons. The tradition of oriental hospitality, honesty and charity were supported by religious organizations. The Centre supported respect for the languages, customs and culture of different nationalities through 140 national cultural centres and special projects such as the Projects Foundation of Culture and Art of Uzbekistan “Asrlar sadosi”, and “Bazar-Art”. 

34.The Instituto de Ciencias para el Matrimonio y la Familia, Universidad Católica Santo Toribio de Mogrovejo, Peru, highlighted that situations such as higher rates of addictions, lack of respect for authority or neglect of elders visibly denied human dignity and respect and limited social development. That was rooted in the distortion of the concept of family, which was the foundation and reflection of society and which helped individuals to understand values and principles. Families founded on marriage played an important role for joint protection and integration as well as care for the disabled and the elderly. For that reason and to make beneficial progress, public policies with a family perspective should be applied, especially within the realm of human rights. 

46.Exemplifying dignity and solidarity, reference was made to a village called La Fazenda do Natal in Brazil where volunteers lived, for example, with mothers living in extreme poverty, street children or people with physical and mental disabilities. Those mothers were offered a possibility to live away from poverty, drugs and violence and enhance their ability to make decisions and take action to improve their lives. Responsibility was strengthened as people were not assisted, but fully participated in the life of La Fazenda. Solidarity was also highlighted through the project “Economy of the Communion” launched by the Catholic Focolare movement to eradicate poverty worldwide. Participants in the project– small and medium-sized enterprises–agreed to reinvest in the business to ensure its sustainability and employment opportunities, in community projects by and for people experiencing poverty, and in training projects to guide economic behaviour towards a solidarity economy.

64. Association Relwendé pour le Développement, Burkina Faso, pointed to several projects aimed at safeguarding the rights of women, children and disabled persons. 

75. Sexual Rights Initiative, Canada, asserted that some traditional values led to stigmatization, discrimination and violence against people on the basis of their racial or ethnic origin, religion or other beliefs, disability status, age, sex, gender identity or sexual orientation. Many practices and norms that discriminated against women and other groups were justified by reference to tradition and were legally punished with lighter sentences, for example domestic violence, honour killings, dowry-related violence and homophobic discrimination and violence. Many countries did not specifically designate marital rape as a crime and only some included dowry-related violence in their law. Following the good example already set by some countries, the Sexual Rights Initiative proposed capacity-building and that States should enact and implement laws, policies and programmes that prevented and penalized harmful traditional practices. It suggested media campaigns as a means of raising awareness and educating communities about the harmful effect of traditional values and practices and the benefits of promoting the rights of those affected by such practices. Proposed practices also included increased support for national and community-based monitoring mechanisms and the exchange of good practices.

Views of States, national human rights institutions and other relevant stakeholders on the target sectors, focus areas or thematic human rights issues for the third phase of the World Programme for Human Rights Education, A/HRC/24/24

Summary:

New possible target audiences highlighted by respondents were media professionals, civil society organizations and youth, including youth movements and organizations, as well as specific groups of rights holders, in particular  persons with disabilities, minorities and indigenous peoples, and women victims of violence. In terms of thematic areas, the most recurrent topics included non-discrimination and equality, with particular reference to discrimination and violence against women and girls; and education to promote active citizenship and participation with a view to strengthening democracy, good governance and global citizenship.

II. Responses from Governments

11. The Government of Armenia stated that the focus sectors of the first and second phases of the World Programme should also be targeted in the third phase, as related work has not yet been completed. Armenia mentioned the following thematic areas for the third phase: human rights and protection mechanisms at the national and international levels; rights and responsibilities; genocide education; international human rights law; environmental education; gender education; and electoral law. In terms of target sectors, it listed rural community members; local self-government bodies, State and civil servants, and workers from the private sector; law enforcement officials; communities and NGOs; secondary schools and preschools; higher education institutions; journalists; vulnerable groups including people with disabilities; decision makers; and the business sector. Strategies proposed for the third phase include teacher training in cooperation with pedagogical universities; development of resources centres and information material; governmental support to NGOs’ projects; development of new methodologies including distance learning; peer review among countries; establishment of monitoring and evaluation systems; and the incorporation of human rights education commitments into domestic law. The third phase should last 10 years, from 2015 to 2024.
14. The Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina indicated as target sectors for the third phase the formal education and civil service sectors. It suggested as thematic areas the prohibition of discrimination, particularly with regard to the right to education, and a focus on the training of teachers working with children belonging to minorities, migrant families and children with disabilities. 

III. Responses from national human rights institutions
35.The Human Rights Commissioner of the Republic of Azerbaijan proposed that the third phase promote a culture of peace, cultural rights and collective rights in general; education of elderly people, refugees and internally displaced persons and persons with disabilities; human rights education in secondary schools; the establishment of specific human rights centres and networks under national institutions and the strengthening of available resources; training on HIV/AIDS-related human rights issues; gender education; training for government officials, media and NGOs; and support to the elaboration of new education methodologies based on best practices, and to the publication of legal and training materials.

40. The New Zealand Human Rights Commission referred to its previous report (May 2012) on implementation of the World Programme and highlighted the lack of a systematic nationwide strategy for human rights education. In this regard, the Commission suggested that, during the third phase, opportunities for dialogue between civil society and duty bearers identified in the previous phases should be pursued, with the purpose of embedding and expanding the progress made to date. In terms of focus areas, the Commission proposed economic, social and cultural rights, in particular health and education, to expand duty bearers’ understanding of the responsibility to progressively realize these rights. Alternatively, the Commission proposed focusing on emerging international human rights standards such as those related to persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and sexual orientation and gender identity; with regard to the school systems, the third phase could address how to deal with violence, abuse and bullying through a human rights approach. Finally, the Commission highlighted the importance of developing and using effective methodologies for human rights education, as an ongoing focus of the World Programme. 

IV. Responses from international and regional intergovernmental organizations

45.The Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights) of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) suggested that the third phase could focus on three areas: first, the rights of persons with disabilities, with human rights education initiatives targeting them but also State institutions responsible for enforcing those rights, such as local authorities, educational authorities at all levels and law enforcement officials; secondly, women’s rights and violence against women, which represents a pressing problem across the OSCE region and has far-reaching implications for women’s inclusion in society; and thirdly, the rights of migrants, targeting this group as well as national immigration authorities.

47.The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) highlighted the need to maintain a focus, for the third phase, on teachers and educators in non-formal education. It also highlighted the need to address early childhood education and community-based adult education to reach out to parents and family members, as research shows that children’s experiences before starting primary school shape their attitudes, values, behaviours, habits, skills and identity throughout life. UNESCO also pointed out, as possible target audiences, youth and vulnerable groups including women, persons with disabilities and migrants.
V. Responses from civil society

A. Responses from individual non-governmental organizations

60. New Humanity proposed, in terms of thematic areas, the issue of solidarity, with particular attention to “human duties” as a personal and collective responsibility vis-à-vis human rights, as well as human rights education in emergencies, with particular attention to related vulnerable groups such as refugees and displaced persons, women, children and persons with disabilities.

62.The U.S. Fund for UNICEF suggested that the third phase should focus on the poorest and marginalized children and communities, especially girls, minorities and indigenous children, as well as persons with disabilities. Thematic issues should include maternal and neonatal health; access to quality education; gender equality; and HIV/AIDS. Target groups would include informal educators, community organizers, faith-based workers, health-care providers and the media.

B. Responses from other sources

63. The Public Interest and Development Law Institute of Wuhan University School of Law(China) suggested a focus on legal empowerment, targeting grass-roots legal workers, paralegals, civil society organizations and community members. Thematic focus areas in this context could include human rights in general and international human rights mechanisms, the rights of persons with disabilities, labour rights and rights related to environmental protection.

VI. Conclusions

76.A number of respondents, i.e. four Governments, two national institutions and three civil society organizations, considered that the third phase should be devoted to increasing human rights awareness among the general public, to empower people to stand up and protect their rights. Finally, three respondents drew attention to the need to address the early childhood sector, as research shows that children’s experiences in their first years shape their identity and attitudes throughout life. 77.Fifteen respondents mentioned, as future priority target audiences, specific groups of rights holders including, in decreasing order, persons with disabilities(8); minorities and indigenous peoples(5); women victims of violence(4); migrants and migrant workers(3); people with limited access to their rights, in particular the poor(3); elderly persons(2); LGBT persons(2); refugees and asylum seekers(1); vulnerable people in emergencies(1); victims of human trafficking(1);and victims of armed conflict(1).
78. With respect to possible thematic areas, the responses were quite diverse, still reflecting national context and priorities. Recurrent themes included non-discrimination and equality, to facilitate integration and social inclusion (12 respondents and the global consultation), as well as the need to focus on developing knowledge and skills to promote active citizenship and participation (12respondentsand the global consultation),as a contribution to the strengthening of democracy, good governance and global citizenship. A focus on discrimination and violence against women and girls was highlighted by seven respondents; the rights of the child were pointed out by six respondents. Five respondents proposed economic, social and cultural rights, and another five suggested environmental rights. A focus on conflict prevention and resolution, with a view to build a culture of peace, was mentioned by some conflict-affected countries (four respondents and the global consultation). Other thematic areas proposed by more than one respondent were the promotion of safe learning environments to combat violence, bullying and harassment; labour rights; the rights of persons with disabilities and human rights and business.
Summary report of the consultation on the promotion and protection of the human rights of older persons - Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, A/HRC/24/25
II. Written contributions

5. Contributions were also made by the following civil society organizations, academic institutions and individuals: AGE Platform Europe, Age UK, the Centre for Cardiovascular and Chronic Care, Faculty of Health, University of Technology Sydney and the International Council on Women’s Health Issues (Australia), Coordinación de Organismos Regionales de la Sociedad Civil de América Latina y el Caribe sobre Envejecimiento, the Correctional Association of New York (United States of America), Dane Age (Denmark), 50+ Hellas (Greece), Foundation Compassion Alzheimer (Bulgaria), the Foundation for Older Persons’Development (Thailand), the Gay and Lesbian Equality Network (Ireland), HelpAge Ghana and National Pensioners Association (Ghana), HelpAge International, Magu Poverty Focus on Older People Rehabilitation Centre and Tanzania Mission for The Poor and Disabled (United Republic of Tanzania),...
7. In their submissions, contributors also underscored the feminization of ageing and the need to pay attention to intersections of older age with other factors, such as sexual orientation, linguistic or ethnic minority origin, migration, disability, living in rural areas, internal displacement, and incarceration. Issues were also raised about lack of accommodation of the needs of older persons to ensure access to justice and to information (including difficulties arising from mandatory digitalization), and the lack of measures to promote political participation. 

III. Panel discussions held during the public consultation

C. Old age discrimination and ageism

27. Ms. Ryan highlighted some of the main challenges faced by Australia in ensuring the protection of the rights of older persons. In the area of health and aged care, there was a need to manage the growing resource demand for health and aged-care services, to respond to chronic illnesses and dementia, and to satisfy the expectations of older Australians for higher quality services and greater control and choice. In the area of access to housing, issues included the availability, affordability and adequacy of housing for older persons, given that there was evidence that the number of homeless older persons was increasing. With regard to employment, many people left the workforce before they were ready and before they had sufficient savings for their retirement. Age discrimination made it difficult for older persons to obtain work or to work more. There was also a need for flexibility in working hours or part-time arrangements to allow for caring responsibilities or to manage illness or disability.

36. Mr. Doron explained the origin of the term “ageism”, and pointed out that international human rights instruments did not include an old age-sensitive approach. For instance, while the Universal Declaration of Human Rights included a list of prohibited grounds of discrimination in its article 2, no reference to age was made in it. In contrast, article 25 of the Universal Declaration depicted age as a negative contingency, equated with unemployment or sickness: “Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself... and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control”. The general pattern of the way in which international human rights law treated old age was either by ignoring it or considering it a vulnerable condition, a risk, a weakness or a burden, or by implying that older persons did not deserve to be considered a specific group, or by considering that their rights could be covered by other categories (such as “older women” or “older workers”).
39. Ms. Mahler noted the work within the Council of Europe regarding a soft law instrument on older persons, but underlined the need to develop a binding legal framework at the regional and international levels. Mr. Doron considered that the regional standard setting experiences were useful first steps that might pave the way for an international instrument. He pointed out that a specific convention did not imply any kind of stigmatization, and indeed that this has not been the case with other instruments regarding women, children or persons with disabilities. 

D. Older persons and the rights to work, health and social security

49. It was also necessary to increase visibility of unequal access to health care. Disability and disease affected more people in developing countries, and States should adopt measures to improve the situation of the population, and specifically older persons. Health services should be targeted at the major causes of poor health in older persons, such as non-communicable diseases. Primary health-care centres had to better meet the needs of their older patients. They could serve as an entry point for referrals for specialised care, long-term care, mental health and social services. 

E. Abuse and neglect of and violence against older persons

72. Ms. Minja pointed out that an international convention on the protection of the rights of older persons should be adopted to ensure that older persons were no longer discriminated against for reasons of age. Such a convention would allow for specific reporting on the situation of older persons, as was already the case with women, children and persons with disabilities. 

Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the rights of indigenous peoples, A/HRC/24/26
II. Activities of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
B. Capacity-building

17. At its twenty-sixth session in February 2013, the Board of Trustees selected 27 representatives of indigenous communities and organizations to attend the twelfth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in May 2013, 20 indigenous representatives to attend the sixth session of the Expert Mechanism, 3 indigenous representatives to attend the ninth session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; four indigenous representatives to attend the sixteenth session of the Working Group of the Universal Periodic Review, and one indigenous representative to attend the twenty-third session of the Human Rights Council. Furthermore, the Board set aside USD 43,600 to allow 15 representatives of indigenous communities and organizations –to be selected at the three inter-sessional meetings held in May, August and November 2013 –to attend the sessions of the Human Rights treaty bodies, the Human Rights Council and its UPR process to take place between July 2013 and March 2014. 

III. Human rights bodies and mechanisms

C. Treaty bodies

56. Indigenous peoples in Canada, Peru and Ecuador were addressed also in the concluding observations by the Committee against Torture. The Committee on the Rights of the Child issued conclusions and recommendations concerning indigenous peoples in Australia, Canada, Namibia and Vietnam. The Committee on the Rights of Migrant Workers raised indigenous peoples’ issues in its concluding observations on Paraguay. The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities raised indigenous peoples’ issues in its concluding observations on Argentina, Paraguay and Peru.

Report of the Secretary-General on human rights in the administration of justice: analysis of the international legal and institutional framework for the protection of all persons deprived of their liberty – Note by the Secretariat, A/HRC/24/2

2. … the Secretariat refers the Human Rights Council to the report of the Secretary-General, submitted to the General Assembly, on human rights in the administration of justice: analysis of the international legal and institutional framework for the protection of all persons deprived of their liberty (A/68/261). In the report, the Secretary-General analyses the applicable international legal and institutional framework for the protection of all persons deprived of their liberty, and identifies major challenges in this regard. He concludes that, while a comprehensive international legal and institutional framework for the protection of all persons deprived of their liberty exists, the main challenge lies in the implementation of relevant norms and standards at the national level.

Human rights in the administration of justice: analysis of the international legal and institutional framework for the protection of all persons deprived of their liberty

Report of the Secretary-General, A/68/261

II. Framework for the protection of all persons deprived of their liberty

A. Legal framework

1. Relevant treaties

6. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights guarantees the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights for all, including persons deprived of their liberty. The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination seeks to eliminate any form of racial discrimination, including in places of detention. The other core international human rights treaties establish and protect the rights of specific groups of persons, including women, children, migrants and persons with disabilities, particularly when those persons are deprived of their liberty.
 

B. 
International human rights mechanisms

1. 
Treaty bodies

15. Treaty Bodies monitoring the implementation of treaties dealing with specific groups of persons also refer to the rights of persons deprived of their liberty through General Comments, consideration of individual communications, and concluding observations including by requiring that States report on issues related to detention. For instance, the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities requires States parties to report on the right to liberty and security of persons with disabilities, as well as their freedom from torture and other ill-treatment.
 The Committee on the Rights of the Child has addressed children’s rights in juvenile justice in a general comment.
 
III. Challenges

A. Judicial oversight

34. Based on a survey of the work and findings of human rights treaty bodies and special procedures, a number of important challenges relating to the protection of persons deprived of their liberty were identified, in particular: judicial oversight; overuse of detention, in particular concerning pre-trial detention and detention of migrants; overcrowding in detention facilities; death and cases of serious injury in detention; and the protection of groups with distinct needs, including women, children and persons with disabilities.

B. Overuse of detention

1. Pre-trial detention 42. Pre-trial detainees face a heightened risk of being tortured or ill-treated
 for the purpose of gaining information or a confession,
 or to coerce detainees to cooperate in an investigation.
 Concerns have been raised that pre-trial detainees are held with sentenced prisoners.
 Human rights mechanisms have also found that due process guarantees are often violated: pre-trial detainees are left in detention without access to a lawyer or legal aid and without being brought before a judge.
 They are also left without access to independent medical examination and without access to their family.
 Lack of registration systems in some countries is also problematic.
 Finally, it has also been highlighted that pre-trial detention disproportionately affects groups who have difficulties meeting the criteria for parole, in particular the poor, homeless, drug users, substances abusers, alcoholics, the chronically unemployed, persons suffering from mental disability and non-citizens.

E. 
Protection of specific groups deprived of their liberty

57. Specific groups, including children, women or persons with disabilities, face particular challenges and have distinct needs when deprived of their liberty.  

62. While the Convention on the Protection of all Persons with Disabilities provides that persons with disabilities should enjoy the right to liberty and security of the person on an equal basis with others, they face some unique challenges in the enjoyment of their rights.
  Human rights mechanisms have expressed particular concern about cases in which disability is the sole ground for detention
 and cases of involuntary detention of persons with disabilities, in particular with "mental health problems”.
 In other cases, persons with disabilities have had their legal capacity lifted or restricted because of their disability,
 and decisions on institutional care are sometimes made by the guardian rather than the persons themselves.
 Once in a situation of deprivation of liberty, persons with disabilities are then faced with poor living conditions
 and are subject to mistreatment. For instance, the use of coercive force on psychiatric patients,
 including the use of enclosed restraint beds (cages/net beds) in institutions as a means to restrain mental health patients, including children,
 has been highlighted as particularly worrying.

Situation of human rights in Yemen – Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, A/HRC/24/34

III. Situation of human rights and implementation of recommendations of OHCHR 

E. Children’s rights

42. The execution of minors is a serious infringement of the commitments undertaken by the Government during its 2009 universal periodic review, when it committed to not impose capital punishment for offences committed by persons under 18 years of age; to ensure that the death penalty is not applied to minors; to review the use of the death penalty on minors and mentally disabled persons; and to take immediate steps to remove juvenile prisoners from death row (see A/HRC/12/13). 

Report of the Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable international order, Alfred-Maurice de Zayas, A/HRC/24/38

III. Democratic and equitable deficits

22.Undoubtedly, there is room for improvement in each and every country. No country has a perfect report card. While some countries have strong points in specific areas, they may have serious lacunae in other areas. For instance, some countries have made enormous progress on civil and political rights, but lag in the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights. In some States and territories there are minorities, indigenous populations, people under occupation, unrepresented people and persons living in extreme poverty, 18 who lack the possibility to effectively participate in decision–making 19. Effective measures, including a judicial system of enforceable rights, should be adopted to empower women, minorities, indigenous populations, unrepresented peoples, persons with disabilities, etc., so that they can meaningfully participate in the political process and in the decisions affecting them, their right to self-determination, their traditional environment, their culture and beliefs.

V. Good practices

43. Among good practices, the Independent Expert hails the ratification by States of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and its entry into force on 5 May 2013, as well as the ratification of the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance,64 which entered into force on 15 February 2012.He encourages further ratifications. He recalls the entry into force on 3 May 2008 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, pursuant to which States parties undertake to “Ensure that persons with disabilities can effectively and fully participate in political and public life on an equal basis with others, directly or through freely chosen representatives...”65 The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is already establishing important jurisprudence through its Concluding Observations and examination of individual cases through its Optional Protocol procedure.6

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence, Pablo de Greiff 

Addendum, Mission to Tunisia (11-16 November 2012), A/HRC/24/42/Add.1

II. Context of the visit

B. Continuing and new human rights obligations 

8. Prior to the uprising, Tunisia was party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination , the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the two Optional Protocols thereto, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Optional Protocol thereto, and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto. 

SR Slavery- Addendum - Mission to Kazakhstan, A/HRC/24/43/Add.1

III.Normative framework

A.The international and regional legal framework 

8.Kazakhstan has ratified six of the nine core international human rights treaties,1 and has signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Kazakhstan is not a party to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families. 

SR Slavery – Addendum- Mission to Madagascar, A/HRC/24/43/Add.2

C. Servile marriage

1. Forced marriage

(e) Impact

147. In the Barra community, inter-marriage between cousins is common, making congenital disabilities and illnesses frequent. 

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, Catarina de Albuquerque, A/HRC/24/44.

E. Lack of meaningful participation

48.Ensuring participation proves to be a consistent challenge, and lack of participation has negative impacts on sustainability. Such challenges are exacerbated in times of crisis, where the State seeks to avoid the financial costs of participation and is under time pressure to adopt austerity-related measures. However, States are never exempted from their human rights obligations, including the duty to give people the opportunity to pronounce themselves on issues that concern them. Where meaningful participation does not occur, States often misunderstand the barriers to access, and fail to pinpoint how these barriers might be overcome. Lack of participatory processes might result in choices which might simply be unacceptable to the people they aim to serve, hence condemning the said solutions to unsustainability, as they may not be used at all or people might revert to old habits after using the new services for a while. During her mission to Tuvalu the Special Rapporteur witnessed a change of perception among the general public concerning previously rejected eco-sanitation solutions, attributable to a new participatory approach comprising education, awareness-raising to address misconceptions, and are design of  the toilets
49.Furthermore, States might put in place decision-making processes without ensuring meaningful participation by the most disadvantaged, who generally tend to have less ability to voice their opinions and needs. This will have an impact on the use and sustainability of decisions aimed at ensuring water and sanitation.

F. A pattern of neglect of the most vulnerable and marginalized

50. What emerges from the above is a pattern of neglect of the needs of the most vulnerable and marginalized groups in society across planning, institutional responsibilities and resource allocation. Disadvantaged groups can often be identified along ethnic, geographic, and socioeconomic divides(see, for example, A/HRC/18/33/Add.4, para.79). Indigenous peoples, Dalits and Roma are among such groups facing discrimination with whom the Special Rapporteur has met during the course of her mandate.60 Moreover, there are vast gender inequalities –in many poor communities, the task of collecting water overwhelmingly falls to women and girls(see, for example, A/HRC/15/31/Add.3and Corr.1, para.22). 
Persons with disabilities are also disproportionately represented among those lacking access to water and sanitation (A/HRC/15/55, para.21). Neglect can occur for a variety of reasons: groups and individuals may experience stigmatization, they may live in remote areas making serving them costly, or politicians may be indifferent to their needs. 

SR water and sanitation- Addendum - Mission to Tuvalu (17-19 July 2012), A/HRC/24/44/Add.2

IV. The human rights to water and sanitation in Tuvalu

B. Sanitation

Affordability, equality and non-discrimination

33.Non-discrimination and equality are fundamental human rights principles. Discrimination is defined as any distinction, exclusion or restriction which has the purpose or the effect of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal basis with others, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or any other field.28

[footnote 28. See,for example, International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,art. 1, para. 1; Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, art. 1; Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, art. 2]

However, “equal” does not mean “same”. Equality is about “leveling up” or progressively working to improve the quality and levels of service for groups that lag behind. In relation to water, sanitation and hygiene, equality presumes, for example, gradual improvements to close gaps in unequal coverage rates for women, children and elderly people in informal settlements and people with disabilities on the outer islands. 

Report of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples on its sixth session (Geneva, 8-12 July 2013), http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session24/Documents/A-HRC-24-49_en.pdf
Proposal 1: Continuation of the access to justice study 

5. The Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples proposes that Human Rights Council authorize the Expert Mechanism to continue its study on access to justice in the promotion and protection of the rights of indigenous peoples, with a focus on restorative justice and indigenous juridical systems, particularly as they relate to achieving peace and reconciliation. This would include an examination of access to justice related to indigenous women, children, youth and persons with disabilities. 

Proposal 2: World Conference on Indigenous Peoples 

6. The Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: 

 (e) Proposes that the Human Rights Council support increased financial, technical and political support for the participation of indigenous peoples in the World Conference. This would include urging States that have not yet provided financial support for indigenous preparatory activities to do so as a matter of urgency. Such preparatory activities include local and national activities aimed at raising the understanding of the issues, rights and processes of indigenous peoples leading up to the World Conference, and diverse forms of participation by indigenous peoples, through video for example. Furthermore, related documentation should be made available in formats accessible to indigenous peoples with disabilities, as proposed in the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG); 

III. Organization of the session

C. Opening of the session
22. The Chairperson of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues noted the coordination between the three United Nations mechanisms on indigenous peoples and emphasized the overarching goal of implementing the Declaration. He gave an overview of the recommendations and studies of the twelfth session of the Permanent Forum and welcomed the constructive dialogue with international financial institutions and multilateral development banks on the impact of their policies on the rights and livelihood of indigenous peoples. He reported on the recent creation of a caucus of indigenous persons with disabilities. 

IV. World Conference on Indigenous Peoples
35. Participants expressed support for the Alta Outcome Document and the recommendations of the Indigenous Global Coordinating Group and called upon States to engage indigenous peoples in constructive dialogue at the national level. Several indigenous people’s representatives made recommendations concerning the need for the full, effective and equal participation and consultation of indigenous peoples through all stages of the process, including in the development of the action-oriented outcome document of the World Conference. Participants also emphasized the need to ensure the equal participation of indigenous women, youth and persons with disabilities. Many participants voiced the importance of ensuring the availability of sufficient financial resources to enable such participation and recommended different forms of participation, including webcasting. Numerous States acknowledged the Alta Outcome Document, noting that it would be considered in the preparation for the World Conference. 

53. Mr. Titus introduced the panel discussion on the recommendations of the Expert Seminar on Access to Justice for Indigenous Peoples, including Truth and Reconciliation Processes and welcomed the panellists: International Chief Wilton Littlechild, Chairperson of the Expert Mechanism; Celeste McKay, Technical Analyst for International Chief Wilton Littlechild; Ellen Walker, International Disability Alliance, and June Lorenzo, Indigenous World Association and Laguna Acoma Coalition for a Safe Environment. 

56. Ms. Walker discussed access to justice from the perspective of indigenous peoples [sic] with disabilities. She gave a brief overview of the study on the situation of indigenous persons with disabilities, with a particular focus on challenges faced with regard to the full enjoyment of human rights and inclusion in development (E/C.19/2013/6), prepared by the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. Ms. Walker referred to the recommendations in the Expert Mechanism’s study on access to justice that relate specifically to indigenous persons with disabilities. These include methodologies to collect data on indigenous persons in detention, disaggregated by disability, and increasing the accessibility of the justice system. 

57. Ms. Walker requested that the Expert Mechanism consider additional recommendations, including, inter alia, ensuring the sensitivity and accessibility of indigenous and State justice systems (i.e. the availability of sign language, accessible premises and information in alternative formats), and requested that the Expert Mechanism and the Permanent Forum follow the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) and ensure that websites and reports are accessible, including by posting documents in Microsoft Word. 

VII. United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

74. Ms. de Carvalho welcomed the 20 beneficiaries of the Voluntary Fund and emphasized its role in ensuring the participation of indigenous peoples in United Nations meetings. She noted that since 2012, the Voluntary Fund has supported the participation of indigenous peoples in the sessions of the Permanent Forum, the Expert Mechanism, the Human Rights Council and the UPR process, as well as the Human Rights Committee, the 

Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Committee Against Torture, the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. 

84. Specifically, participants highlighted challenges concerning the rights of indigenous peoples to access to justice; issues related to the protection of indigenous peoples’ lands, territories and resources; the situation of human rights defenders and assassination of indigenous leaders; the impact of climate change; violence against indigenous women and their lack of representation in decision-making; and the marginalization of indigenous persons with disabilities. Some participants also stressed the importance of the role of the media in the promotion of the Declaration.

89. National human rights institutions (NHRIs) highlighted their efforts to increase awareness of the Declaration among indigenous communities, government agencies and indigenous peoples, especially through advocacy, complaint handling, educational 

activities, policy analysis and human rights’ monitoring. NHRIs also noted their strategic role for forging better communication between the State and indigenous peoples, and advancing the standards contained in the Declaration. NHRIs highlighted their strategies to combat the increased marginalization of indigenous peoples with disabilities. 

IX. Proposals to be submitted to the Human Rights Council 

105. The Chairperson-Rapporteur invited observers to share their recommendations regarding the Expert Mechanism’s proposals to the Human Rights Council. 

106. Participants recommended that the Expert Mechanism conduct studies on peace and security; violence against women and girls; the situation of indigenous human rights defenders; cultural heritage and sacred sites; climate change and the human rights of indigenous peoples; land, territories and resources; traditional livelihoods; the role of women as entrepreneurs; the preservation of indigenous cultures; indigenous governance; the rights of indigenous persons with disabilities; and the post-2015 development agenda.

107. Participants also recommended that the Expert Mechanism continue to undertake its study on access to justice in the promotion and protection of indigenous peoples with a focus on challenges and barriers for access to justice for indigenous women, children, youth and persons with disabilities; peace, including in peace and conflict resolution processes; lands, territories and resources; indigenous peoples’ understanding of restorative justice; 

non-repetition and non-recurrence; justice for historic human rights violations including those which have inter-generational and ongoing impacts; the role of indigenous peoples’ traditional justice systems, authorities and institutions; and the role of treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements between States and indigenous peoples.
Report of the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent on its twelfth session

Addendum- Mission to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, A/HRC/24/52/Add.1

III.
Legal framework, mechanisms, policies and practices

B.
National level
16.
According to the Government, the Equality Act (2010) simplifies and harmonizes legislation by replacing previous anti-discrimination laws on race, sex, sexual orientation, religion or belief, age and disability. It covers direct and indirect discrimination, harassment, victimization and failure to make reasonable adjustments for persons with disabilities.  The Act provides for equal opportunities in the workplace and in the wider society, prohibiting unfair treatment in the workplace, in the provision of goods, facilities and services, when exercising public functions, in the disposal and management of premises, in education and in associations. 

VI.
Conclusions and recommendations

84.
Diversity is valued in the British model of society. The United Kingdom has an impressive legislative framework and has invested considerable resources in anti-discrimination initiatives, including the positive obligations on public authorities to promote equality of opportunity on grounds of age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation; the Equality Act 2010 and the establishment of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC), an independent body with powers to take legal proceedings or other enforcement action.  Despite all these achievements, people of African descent consulted believe that the Government has not adequately implemented the impressive legislative and policy framework that exists, and has failed in several aspects to respond adequately to their problems or to devise meaningful and enforceable solutions, leaving them and their communities in a neglected situation.

Report of the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent on its twelfth session Addendum - Mission to Panama, A/HRC/24/52/Add.2

III.
Marco y mecanismos jurídicos, políticas y prácticas

A.
Niveles internacional y regional
12.
A nivel regional, Panamá ha ratificado los instrumentos siguientes: Convención Americana sobre Derechos Humanos (Pacto de San José); Convención Interamericana para Prevenir, Sancionar y Erradicar la Violencia contra la Mujer (Convención de Belém do Pará); Protocolo Adicional a la Convención Americana sobre Derechos Humanos en materia de derechos económicos, sociales y culturales (Protocolo de San Salvador); Protocolo a la Convención Americana sobre Derechos Humanos Relativo a la Abolición de la Pena de Muerte; Convención Interamericana para Prevenir y Sancionar la Tortura; Convención Interamericana sobre Desaparición Forzada de Personas; y Convención Interamericana para la Eliminación de todas las Formas de Discriminación contra las Personas con Discapacidad. En mayo de 1990, Panamá depositó una Declaración en la Organización de los Estados Americanos (OEA) aceptando la competencia de la Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos.

Outcome of the panel discussion on common challenges facing States in their efforts to secure democracy and the rule of law from a human rights perspective, A/HRC/24/54

I. Introduction 

4. In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to allow them to participate in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, sign language interpretation and captioning were provided and webcasted. Physical accessibility was promoted by making room facilities wheelchair friendly. 

III. Summary of the discussion 

13. During the plenary discussion, the following delegations spoke: the European Union; the United States of America; Algeria on behalf of the Arab Group; Peru; Romania on behalf of Morocco, Norway, Peru, Qatar and Tunisia; Austria on behalf of Liechtenstein, Slovenia and Switzerland; Thailand; Morocco on behalf of the francophone States; Tunisia; Bulgaria; Uruguay on behalf of the Latin America and Caribbean States; Maldives; Poland; Ethiopia; Australia; Angola; Sweden; Cuba; Sierra Leone; Bahrain; Indonesia; Islamic Republic of Iran; United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; Algeria; China; and Norway. The following non-governmental organizations also contributed to the discussion: European Disability Forum; Indian Council of South America; Maarij Foundation for Peace and Development; Association of World Citizens. 

B. Constitutive elements of democracy

16. Several delegations also stressed that democracy requires inclusive and participatory governance and decision-making. Everyone should be able to freely express their will and determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems. Democracy should empower those voices that are sometimes excluded or marginalized. In that regard, the need to ensure participation in political life of persons with disabilities and the role of women in democratic societies were underlined. Some States also highlighted the importance of tolerance and dialogue.

C. Challenges to the securing of democracy 

19. During the discussion, several delegations underlined the challenges facing democracy. It was stressed that challenges can arise in all democracies, whether new or well-established. Challenges are manifold, including security, political, social and economic challenges. Poverty, corruption and restriction of civil society were also pointed out as hindering democratic processes. It was noted that various challenges for persons with disabilities exist: participation in political life, including lack of legislation protecting the rights of persons with disabilities; a lack of understanding and awareness of actors involved in the political system; and physical barriers for persons with disabilities in exercising their right to vote. In addition, it was stressed that although political will exists, efforts to consolidate democracy are hampered by resource constraints and a lack of technical expertise to enact changes and strengthen institutional capacity. 

IV. Concluding remarks

23. The Romanian State Secretary for Political Affairs and Liaison with Parliament, Radu Podgorean, pointed out that the United Nations and regional organizations can offer an important framework for the exchange of experience and the sharing of best practices. He also stressed that the international community has a responsibility to offer a general framework for the development of human rights through the promotion of peace. He suggested that an international forum could be established in order to elaborate a framework for education, democracy and human rights. He also encouraged the promotion of resolution 19/6.24. The member of the Executive Board of Femmes Africa Soldarité, Brigitte Balipou, emphasized the need for strong and robust institutions and support for international and regional mechanisms. She also stressed the importance of combatting impunity. She called for the full implementation of Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) on women, peace and security. 

25. The Secretary-General of the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Vidar Helgesen, reiterated that democracy can only be sustained if it was owned by citizens. Moreover, political process and institutions must be inclusive. However, he cautioned that inclusion takes time and cannot be rushed. He stressed the need to move from the normative to therealities on the ground and suggested that the post-2015 development agenda could be an opportunity in that regard, including by setting democracy as a development goal on the post-2015 development agenda. 

26. The Vice-President of the Arab Parliament of the League of Arab States, Aisha al-Mannai, underlined that good governance is the basis for democracy, the rule of law and human rights. She recommended the implementation of the recommendations set out in the above-mentioned study of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. She also recalled the importance of dialogue in democracies. 

27. The Permanent Delegate of Peru to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in Paris, Manuel Rodríguez Cuadros, underlined that building democracies is a multidimensional task, which includes establishing the rule of law and access to the exercise of power through democratic structures. He also emphasized that the protection of human rights is not a solely domestic matter anymore. Legal systems have also been established for the protection of democracy, including “democracy clauses”. He called for the elaboration of a United Nations declaration on democracy. He also suggested integrating respect for democracy and the rule of law as medium and long-term assessment benchmarks in the Universal Periodic Review process. 

28. The President of the Moroccan National Human Rights Council, Driss el-Yazami, referred to the importance of coherent efforts to strengthen democracy by the multiple actors in this field and called for strengthening consistency between the various efforts and actors. He also reiterated the fundamental importance of elections and political participation in general. In that context, he called for further reflection on how to ensure a participative democracy. He stressed the particular importance of ensuring participation of persons with disabilities. 
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� CRPD/C/2/3.


� General Comment No. 10 (2007). 


	�  CAT/C/LVA/CO/2, para. 10; CAT/C/BLR/CO/4, para. 10.


	�   � FILLIN "Symbol" \* MERGEFORMAT �A/HRC/4/33/Add.3�, paras 29, 30,57; CAT/C/TJK/CO/2, para. 9.


� � FILLIN "Symbol" \* MERGEFORMAT �A/HRC/10/44/Add.2�, para. 41.


� CAT/OP/BEN/1, para. 154.


� CAT/C/RWA/CO/ 1, para. 12.


� � FILLIN "Symbol" \* MERGEFORMAT �CAT/C/NPL/CO/2�, para. 21;  CAT/C/BLR/CO/4, para. 6; CAT/C/ALB/CO/2, para. 13.


� CAT/C/RWA/CO/ 1, para. 12.


� CERD/C/AUT/CO/18-20, para. 13; E/CN.4/2006/7, para. 66; see also European Commission, op. cit. 100, p. 3.


� See E/CN.4/2005/6, paras. 47 et seq.; A/HRC/22/53, paras. 11 et seq.


� CRPD/C/HUN/CO/1, para. 27; CRPD/C/CHN/CO/1, para. 25.


� CRPD/C/PER/CO/1, para. 28.


� CAT/C/BGR/CO/4-5, para. 19; CCPR/C/RUS/CO/6, para. 19.


� CRPD/C/HUN/CO/1, para. 27.


� CAT/C/MDA/CO/2, para. 26.


� CCPR/C/NOR/CO/6, para. 10.


� CCPR/C/HRV/CO/2, para. 12.





