IDA (CRPD Forum) recommendations on the election process of the CRPD Committee

Conference of States Parties (COP)

The third Conference of States Parties to the CRPD to be held in early September 2010 will include the election for the renovation of six of the twelve seats of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The six candidates whose term expires at the end of 2010 will be able to run for one more term.

Moreover, if by the time of the third COP the number of ratifications has reached 80 (current number is 77), the size of the Committee will increase from twelve to eighteen.

According to the article 34 of the CRPD, the Secretary General of the UN will send a letter to all States Parties (States that have ratified the CRPD) to nominate candidates to the CRPD Committee. This letter has to be sent at least 4 months prior to the COP, which means early May.

Within two months, which would be early July, the States Parties may nominate a candidate, who has to be a national of the State Party, by forwarding the relevant information to the UN, which will include these nominations on the COP website. The experience from the first COP which elected the current CRPD Committee was that nominations were submitted also beyond the deadline, but these late nominees might have fewer opportunities to be elected.

The process that took place at the first COP and the experience from other election processes to UN human rights treaty bodies, show that the outcome of the election process in New York is very much based on the level of efforts made by permanent missions to the UN in seeking support from other States which in exchange request support for other UN election processes. The quality of the nominees is usually not the most relevant criterion for States Parties taking a decision whom to vote for.
This means that little influence can be exerted by the disability organisations and in particular by IDA in this final stage of the process. Moreover, IDA has decided not to take a stand in favour or against of any given candidate.

This is why most efforts need to be made to influence the nomination process of candidates at national level.
This document (and its three annexes) has been prepared to give suggestions and advice to national DPOs on how to exert influence in the nomination process at national level. 
Why is it important to get involved?

The CRPD Committee plays a key role in the international monitoring of the implementation of the CRPD.

It is the body that will receive the periodic State reports and which will also receive and take into account parallel/alternative reports to be prepared by DPOs. On the basis of all this information, the CRPD Committee will issue concluding observations addressed to the relevant State which should result in legislative and policy changes to improve the rights of persons with disabilities.
The CRPD Committee has also the mandate to prepare General Comments on the CRPD which provide interpretation and guidance on certain elements of the CRPD and will also be in charge of dealing with communications submitted by individuals or groups of individuals from States that have ratified the Optional Protocol to the CRPD.

In view of this relevant role, it is vital to ensure that the CRPD Committee is composed of individuals with a profound understanding of the CRPD.

The requirements to be met by the CRPD Committee members is defined in article 34 of the CRPD, but experience has shown that these requirements are not always respected in the nomination of candidates and in the election process during the COP.

It is therefore important that national DPOs proactively engage and influence the nomination process at national level, an involvement that is explicitly foreseen in article 34 of the CRPD. 
What is the objective?

The overall objective is to have a good Committee. National DPOs should therefore only support a candidate from their country, if this candidate really meets the criteria established in the CRPD and which have been further clarified and defined by IDA in the attached document defining the profile.

What should be the first steps?
IDA is are aware that the process has already started (and even finalised) in a few countries, but in the majority of countries nothing has yet happened and many States have not even started considering this issue, but will very soon start to do so.

The first step would therefore be for national DPOs (acting in a coordinated way) to try to find out if your Government is thinking of nominating a candidate. You might seek this information from your Foreign Affairs Ministry or from the lead Ministry on disability issues.
If so, you should submit to your Government concrete recommendations on the process that should be followed (see attached document on the nomination process) and how the DPOs should be involved in this process.
If the Government has not yet decided whether or not so nominate a candidate, national DPOs should evaluate whether or not they should advocate for this to happen, taking into account especially if there are good national candidates that the Government would accept to nominate.

IDA questionnaire to candidates 
For the first election process, IDA had produced a questionnaire which was sent to all candidates to the CRPD Committee and in fact answered by more than half of them.

The replies to the questionnaire were uploaded on the IDA website and were put at the disposal of States Parties.

IDA will do this same process again as a way of contributing to a process that should be based on the quality of the candidates.

The questionnaire that was produced can also serve as a tool at national level to be used in the assessment of the quality of different candidates. An example has thus been set by Mexico, which has used the IDA questionnaire with slight adjustments to the national reality.

Support from IDA and feedback to IDA
National DPOs should keep IDA informed about developments and can seek guidance and advice from IDA. National DPOs might also consider the possibility of asking IDA to send a letter to their Government in support of their national advocacy efforts.

Once the nomination process has been completed, national DPOs should inform IDA about the nomination, the process that led to the nomination and the role played by DPOs.

Timeline of the process
· May 2010:Nomination process starts

· July 2010: Nominations should have been submitted

· September 7-9 2010 (not yet confirmed): Third Conference of States Parties

· January 2011: The term of the new Committee members will start.

� The six Committee members whose term expires are: Edah Maina (Kenya), Ron McCallum (Australia), Xavier Torres (Ecuador), Cveto Ursic (Slovenia), Gyorgy Könczei (Hungary) and Lotfi Ben Lallohom (Tunisia)





