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GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 64th SESSION
SECOND COMMITTEE
References to persons with disabilities in the Second Committee documents
Item 40:   Permanent sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan over their natural resources
Note by the Secretary-General on the economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan
Report available at: A/64/77-E/2009/13
(paragraph 67).

67. There are an estimated 2 million mines and 76 minefields in the occupied Syrian Golan. The long-term presence of the mines and the deterioration of their detonation systems continue to pose a threat to local inhabitants. The total number of victims of Israeli mines in the occupied Syrian Golan is reported to be 531. Of those, 202 were fatalities. Children in particular are vulnerable to this threat. A total of 329 people have sustained permanent disabilities since the beginning of the occupation.
Item 50:   Information and communication technologies for development
Report of the Secretary-General on progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society at the regional and international levels
Report available at: A/64/64-E/2009/10
(paragraphs 37, 52 and 72).

52. In 2008, the Global Initiative for Inclusive ICTs, a GAID partnership initiative, continued to mobilize multi-stakeholder cooperation for promoting ICT solutions and standardization for people with disabilities. A joint United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)/Global Initiative/GAID seminar on the theme “Implementing the Digital Accessibility Agenda of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Challenges and Opportunities for Signatory States”, held in New York on 3 December 2008, culminated in a two-year programme, contributing to the rapid and effective implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in particular its article 9, which calls for a universal framework for addressing the accessibility of ICTs and assistive technologies.
72. As part of the seventeenth session of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights, held in November 2008, several presentations were made on the limitations and exceptions to copyright and on the need for specific user groups — such as visually impaired persons, libraries and archives, and educational institutions — to have access to digital content under reasonable conditions and in accessible formats. WIPO member States acknowledged the special needs of such specific user groups and stressed the importance of addressing those needs, especially in least developed countries. The WIPO secretariat will prepare a questionnaire on limitations and exceptions related to educational activities, libraries and archives, and provisions for disabled persons, as well as digital technology in the field of copyright.
Item 53:   Sustainable development:
(c)   International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction                                                                              Report available at: A/64/280                                                                                          (paragraph 58(Annex)).

58. The Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction highlighted the urgent need to implement disaster risk reduction education and school safety at all levels. The material and guidelines provided by the “Golden Library” for disaster risk reduction education have provided guidance in this area. The role and involvement of children as agents for change was highlighted through the child-centred disaster risk reduction strategies of the United Nations Children’s Fund. A number of Strategy system partners are addressing the needs of people with disabilities in disasters.

Item 55:   Globalization and interdependence:
Report of the Secretary-General on globalization and interdependence: role of the United Nations in promoting development in the context of globalization and interdependence                                                                                                            Report available at: A/64/310                                                                                     (paragraph 28).
28. Progress made in reducing poverty and hunger in developing countries is being set back. The number of people already suffering from chronic hunger has increased from 850 million in 2006 to around 1 billion in 2009.4 In many countries, the middle class is being weakened. Vulnerable groups, such as children, women, youth, the elderly, migrants and people with disabilities, are hit the hardest. Yet, the current crisis also provides an opportunity for decision makers to design alternative solutions to overcome world hunger and achieve food security. Since three quarters of the world’s poor depend directly or indirectly on agriculture (as small farmers, artisans, small entrepreneurs and rural workers), special attention should be paid to broad-based rural development. Although world food prices have fallen from their recent record highs, they remain elevated in many developing countries, where there is increasing evidence that the poor are adopting damaging coping strategies, which in turn affect the quality and quantity of food consumed, with attendant increases in malnutrition. Such adverse impacts affect long-term human development and tend to

be disproportionately concentrated among women, children and other vulnerable

groups.

Item 57:   Eradication of poverty and other development issues:
(b)   Women in development
Report of the Secretary-General on the World Survey on the Role of Women in Development                                                                                                               Report available at: A/64/93                                                                                    (paragraphs 219, 279, 290, 292, 294(c), 314-318, 328 and recommendations: 350, 370 (b (ix, xi, xviii) and e(i, vi)).

279. Developing Entrepreneurship among Women with Disabilities, a project of ILO, provided support to women with disabilities in starting or strengthening their microenterprises in five sub-Saharan African countries. While it was originally a stand-alone project, in its second phase (2005-2007) the strategy was modified to include women with disabilities in mainstream activities for women entrepreneurs, which were carried out as part of another ILO project. That inclusive strategy had a motivational effect on all participants and resulted in changing perceptions of disability (ILO, 2007b).
D. Income support for old age and disability

314. Disability and old age are generally associated with a decline in levels of physical activity and earning power. Such changes do not have to entail greater poverty or insecurity. Family and community networks, private savings, private or social insurance, pension schemes and assets of various kinds offer forms of protection. The fact that older and disabled people, in particular women, are consistently overrepresented among the poorer sections of the population and are vulnerable to isolation and ill health suggests that sufficient protection is not available.

315. As recognized in the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (2002),old age is a period of particular vulnerability for women. Women live longer than men and face a longer period of old age, often as widows, and often in poverty. Currently, women outnumber men by about 70 million among those aged 60 years and over. Among those 80 years and older, women are nearly twice as numerous as men (United Nations, 2007). Many women will have experienced repeated childbirth, had limited access to primary health care, and done heavy work. They are less likely than men to have assets because of gender-biased property and inheritance rights. They are disadvantaged by the cumulative effect of their limited access to education and employment throughout the life cycle. They are more likely to have worked in poorly paid forms of economic activity than men, and on a more intermittent basis, with less scope for saving, and less likelihood of coverage by pension schemes, and limited capacity to contribute to them.

316. Article 6 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, focused on women with disabilities, requests States parties to take all appropriate measures to ensure the full development, advancement and empowerment of women, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment of the human rights and fundamental freedoms set out in the Convention. In article 28, States parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to social protection and to the enjoyment of that right without discrimination on the basis of disability.

317. Currently, about 10 per cent of the total population of the world, or roughly 650 million people, live with a disability. An estimated 80 per cent of them live in developing countries, many in conditions of poverty. It is estimated that, of the world’s poorest people, those who live on less than one dollar a day and who lack access to basic necessities such as food, clean water, clothing and shelter, one in five is a person with disabilities (see E/CN.5/2008/6). Lack of access to good nutrition, health care, sanitation and safe living and working conditions can increase the risk of disability. People with disabilities face barriers to education, employment and public services that can help them escape poverty. Discriminatory practices continue to deny persons with disabilities access to work. Studies on women with disabilities in rural areas of many countries have found that more than 80 per cent of women with disabilities have no independent means of livelihood and are totally dependent on others.

318. Formal social security systems — both public and private — generally contain provision for pensions and disability allowances but vary considerably in the terms of provision (Mesa-Lago, 2002). Public systems are characterized by non-defined contributions which tend to increase in the long run; by defined benefits calculated y a legal formula which determines maximum and minimum values; and by financial regimes based on pay-as-you-go principles. Private schemes, on the other hand, are based on defined contributions to individual savings accounts, set at a fixed level over the long term. The value of the benefits received will vary according to how much individuals have contributed to these accounts, returns on invested pension funds and the broader macroeconomic environment. Schemes may also be under mixed public/private administration.

Conclusions and recommendations

350. In some countries, economic reform restricted State provision of social protection to narrowly defined safety nets in response to the crisis. Many women in precarious forms of employment are excluded from employmentrelated public provision and cannot afford premiums for private provision. This creates significant vulnerabilities in old age and for persons affected by ill health, disability and unemployment and other life crises. Experimentation in social protection provides evidence that well-designed, broad-based social protection strategies offer benefits that go beyond crisis-coping functions.
370. To that end, Member States, international organizations, including the United Nations, the private sector, non-governmental organizations, trade unions and other stakeholders may wish to also take the following actions:

(b) Full and productive employment and decent work:
(ix) Develop and/or expand the provision of quality and affordable public care services for children, the elderly, the sick and people living with disabilities and with HIV/AIDS; and ensure that such services meet the needs of both caregivers and care recipients in terms of proximity, opening hours and cost;

(xi) Encourage men, through training, education and peer programmes, to participate fully in the care and support of others, including older persons, persons with disabilities, people living with HIV/AIDS, sick persons, children and other dependants;

(e) Social protection:

(i) Increase the share of public expenditure allocated to basic social security to address vulnerabilities related to childhood, old age, ill health, disability and unemployment and other life crises;

(vi) Take measures to ensure that older women and women with disabilities secure equal access to basic social services, appropriate social protection/social security measures, with particular attention to women living in poverty in rural areas and urban slums, to enable them to lead independent and healthy lives;

