September 23th, 2009

GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 64th SESSION
THIRD COMMITTEE
References to persons with disabilities in the Third Committee Reports
Item 61:  Social development: 
Report of the Secretary-General on realizing the Millennium Development Goals for persons with disabilities through the implementation of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Report available at: A/64/180
(a)  Implementation of the outcome of the World Summit for Social Development and of the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly
Report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the implementation of the World Summit for Social Development and of the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly
Report available at: A/64/157
(paragraphs 13, 15, 26, 27, 40, 48, 50, 54, 77 and 78).

13. Despite various commitments and efforts made at the international and national levels, poverty, inequality and social exclusion remain persistent in many countries. Even where overall progress has been achieved, there exist segments of the population, including older persons, indigenous peoples and persons with disabilities, who have not benefited from the development gains attained in society as a whole.
15. Discrimination in its various forms often underpins poverty and raises barriers to social integration. Despite existing laws and policies, it is often the societal norms, traditional customs and practices and mindsets of people that maintain stereotypes, prejudices and exclusionary behaviours. Various social groups, including older persons, persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and migrants and their families, suffer from multiple disadvantages and are more likely to live in poverty and exclusion.

27. While progress has been made in building important foundations for minimizing exclusion and addressing the specific needs of women and key social groups, such as older persons, youth, persons with disabilities and indigenous peoples, this has not been sufficient to achieve the broad goal of social integration endorsed by the World Summit. Beyond helping social groups to gain access to the larger society, social integration requires a paradigm shift in order to transform those social norms, principles and institutions that underpin unequal relations and effectively counter such ills as racism, sexism and ageism.
40. Social integration requires adopting inclusive policies aimed at preventing and redressing the different forms of exclusion. Different types of exclusion call for distinct forms of intervention. Moreover, various social groups, such as older persons, persons with disabilities and indigenous people, suffer from multiple disadvantages and are more likely to live in poverty and exclusion. (…).

World Social Situation 2009: Overview
Report available at: A/64/158
(paragraphs 40 and 56).

56. Social integration policies also play an important role in poverty eradication. Various social groups, including women, older persons, persons with disabilities, and indigenous people, suffer multiple disadvantages and are generally more likely to suffer exclusion and live in poverty. Long-term exclusion may lead to chronic poverty. Hence, policies aiming at counteracting and preventing exclusion should be pursued at all levels. Socially transformative policies are needed so that the socially excluded and marginalized become part of the society they live in, and intergenerational poverty and exclusion are no longer prevalent.
(b)  Social development, including questions relating to the world social situation and to youth, ageing, disabled persons and the family
Report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family

Report available at: A/64/134
(Paragraphs 6(d), 38, 39(a) and 80).

38. In many countries, children remain one of the most vulnerable groups in society. They also comprise a large proportion of the population in developing countries. Children are overrepresented among the poor, whereas the impact of poverty and social exclusion are compounded for girls, children with disabilities and children from marginalized communities. They do not generally have voice when they are very young, and are reliant primarily on their parents and family.

39. Oversight bodies that protect child rights often do not exist, and social services in support of the family tend to be fragmented. Neglect of children in the areas of health, nutrition, education and care can have effects that are irreversible. Against such a background, the basic principles that should guide the development of childsensitive social protection are:

(a) Making special provision to reach the children who are most vulnerable and excluded, including children without parental care, as well as children who are marginalized within their families or communities due to gender, disability, ethnicity or other factors;
Report of the Secretary-General on cooperatives in social development
Report available at: A/64/132
(paragraph 63).

Report of the Secretary-General on implementation of the World Programme of Action for Youth: progress and constraints with respect to the well-being of youth and their role in civil society

Report available at: A/64/61-E/2009/3 
(Paragraph 31 and page 20 (last paragraph)).

Information and communications technology

Goal 1: Achieve universal access of young people to a basic level of information and communications technology

Target 1:1: ensure that by 2015, all youth, including those in rural areas, living in poverty, indigenous youth, young persons with disabilities and other marginalized youth, have access to the Internet within 1 mile of their homes.

(c)  Follow-up to the International Year of Older Persons:  Second World Assembly on Ageing
Report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the Second World Assembly on Ageing
Report available at: A/64/127
(paragraphs 11, 41 and 43)

43. Another common occurrence was the reference to discrimination of older persons, which was made in 37 of the 62 national submissions (60 per cent). Among the most frequently mentioned areas of concern were employment, the accessibility of quality health care and long-term care, patients’ rights, accessible and affordable transportation, pensions and social security, and the right to information and participation of older persons in decisions that affect their lives. In several cases, the guarantee of rights with regard to older persons simultaneously referred to persons with disabilities and women, which in part recognizes the fact that many older persons also have disabilities and the majority of older persons are women.
Item 62:  Advancement of women:
(a)  Advancement of women
Report of the Secretary-General on the improvement of the situation of women in rural areas 
Report available at: A/64/190
(paragraphs 8, 13, 18, 58-60 and recommendation 73 g and j).

E. Meeting the needs of women in vulnerable situations

1. Rural women with disabilities

58. In its resolution 62/136, the General Assembly also called upon Member States and United Nations entities to promote consultation with, and participation of, women with disabilities living in rural areas, through their organizations and networks, in the design, development and implementation of gender equality and rural development programmes and strategies.

59. Most women with disabilities in rural areas in developing countries face substantial barriers to independent living, including vulnerability to poverty and social isolation, limited access to employment and productive resources and lack of access to adequate health-care infrastructure and other services, including transportation.
60. Member States reported on specific measures to address the situation of women with disabilities. Japan promoted a “farms for liveable lives” initiative and applied barrier-free design to agricultural facilities. In 2007-2008, Spain took specific measures to enhance rural women’s participation in the labour market, with a focus on those over 45 years of age, women with disabilities and women without formal education. In the Czech Republic, the adoption of the act on social services in 2007 was intended to enhance the quality of social services and make them accessible to all people with disabilities, irrespective of where they live. WHO reported on the development of technical guidelines on community-based rehabilitation to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities, with a specific focus on women and girls.

Conclusions and recommendations
73. Governments, United Nations entities and all other relevant stakeholders should support legislation, policies and programmes that strengthen gender equality and the empowerment of women in rural areas. Specific interventions could include actions to:

(g) Develop and expand the provision of quality and affordable public health-care services for rural areas, including sexual and reproductive health services, and ensure coverage of all women throughout the life cycle, particularly those living in poverty and in underserved rural areas, including older women, indigenous women and women living with disabilities and with HIV/AIDS;

(j) Promote the rights of women and girls with disabilities in rural areas, including by ensuring their equal access to productive employment and decent work, economic and financial resources and disability-sensitive infrastructure and services, in particular in relation to health and education, as well as by ensuring that their priorities and needs are fully incorporated into policies and programmes, inter alia, through their participation in decisionmaking processes;

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report on the activities of the United Nations Development Fund for Women
Report available at: A/64/164
(Page 15).
Report of the Secretary-General on violence against women migrant workers
Report available at: A/64/152
(paragraph 36 a and b).

(b)  Implementation of the outcome of the Fourth World Conference on Women and of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly
Report of the Secretary-General on measures taken and progress achieved in follow-up to the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly
Report available at: A/64/218
(paragraphs 17).

(b) Gender equality and decent work

17. Different aspects of gender equality and decent work were addressed across agenda items of the General Assembly, including: gender discrimination in labour markets; women’s role in agriculture; the distribution of paid and unpaid work; the situation of women domestic workers; gender-sensitive measures to eliminate child labour; the role of microfinance; and specific challenges faced by women with disabilities.
Item 65:  Promotion and protection of the rights of children:
(a)  Promotion and protection of the rights of children
Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict
Report available at: A/64/254
(paragraph 20).

F. Internally displaced children

20. A priority area for advocacy and action should be the plight of internally displaced children, who face particular vulnerabilities in the context of fleeing from conflict, as they are exposed to acute danger in terms of their physical security. They are often at risk of separation from their families and are vulnerable to trafficking, as well as sexual and other forms of grave abuse, and they lack access to food, health services and education. The recruitment of children into armed groups continues to be a pressing issue for displaced families and communities. Children separated from their families during displacement are especially at risk of being recruited by armed groups. A protracted displacement situation, extended stays in camps, the proximity of camps to conflict zones and, in some cases, the infiltration of armed elements into settlements and their presence there places children at a heightened risk of recruitment. Some of the key remedial priorities include the creation of registration systems for separated and unaccompanied children and an emphasis on family tracing and reunification programmes. Special attention must also be given to the care and protection of children with critical medical conditions or disabilities. In addition, children formerly associated with armed groups should be granted legal protection and access to timely rehabilitation and reintegration programmes. In line with the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, the Special Representative has outlined the fundamental rights and guarantees for internally displaced children, appended as annex I to the present report. Advocacy and programming around these basic elements should be made a priority and further enhanced.

Item 67:  Elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance:
(a)Elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance                                       

November 22 am

Report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance on the implementation of General Assembly resolution 63/162, Githu Muigai.

Report available at: A/64/295 
(Paragraphs 11 and 13)

B. Cyprus

11. With regard to its legislation, Cyprus pointed out that it had ratified most European and United Nations Conventions relating to discrimination. Following amendments to the Law ratifying the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, Cyprus has defined specific criminal offences related to racial, ethnic or religious discrimination. In addition, a number of laws have been adopted in the area of discrimination. They include the 2004 Equal Treatment (Racial or Ethnic Origin) Law; the 2004 Equal Treatment in Employment and Occupation Law; the revised 2000 Persons with Disabilities Law; the Criminal code (Amendment) Law No. 4(1)/2002 relating to the abolition of any discriminatory legal provision with regard to homosexual acts; the 2008 Equal Treatment of Men and Women (Access to Goods and Services) Law; and the revised 2002 Equal Treatment between Men and Women in Employment and Vocational Training. Other laws have also been enacted in relation to asylum-seekers, detainees and the principle of the reversal of burden of proof. Currently, provisions are being considered in order to enable racist motives to be taken into consideration as an aggravating factor in sentencing.

13. Following the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and related Intolerance, a National Action Plan against Racism was drawn up in Cyprus. The development of the plan was a significant opportunity to build upon and enhance existing policies and strategies to combat racism in Cyprus and to identify new priorities, aspirations and areas of work that could be drawn together into the overall, cohesive plan. Following this plan, several other national plans were set up, including the National Plan for Employment, the National Action Plan for Social Inclusion and the National Action Plan on Gender Equality. National policies for people with disabilities were also introduced.

(b)  Comprehensive implementation of and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action
Report of the Secretary-General on global efforts for the total elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and the comprehensive implementation of the follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action
Report available at: A/64/309
(paragraphs 11, 24, 53 and 58).

58. In its submission, Human Rights First recommended concrete measures to combat racist violence and other violent hate crimes motivated by discrimination based on race, religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or disability. (…)
Item 69:  Promotion and protection of human rights:
Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto
Report available at: A/64/128
(a)  Implementation of human rights instruments
Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the equitable geographical distribution in the membership of the human rights treaty bodies
Report available at: A/64/212
(paragraphs 4, 7-12 and 15).

(b)  Human rights questions, including alternative approaches for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms
Report of the Secretary-General on strengthening United Nations action in the field of human rights through the promotion of international cooperation and the importance of non-selectivity, impartiality and objectivity
Report available at: A/64/175
(pages 6, 13 and 19).

Report of the Secretary-General on the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance
Report available at: A/64/171
(paragraph 13(page 12)).
Report of the Secretary-General on human rights and cultural diversity
Report available at: A/64/160
(paragraph 25).

October 21 pm
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, Anand Grover.                                                                                       Report available at: A/64/272                                                                                                       (paragraphs  38, 52, 55, 69-74 and recommendation 94).

38. Vulnerable individuals, such as persons with severe disabilities, pregnant and breastfeeding women, children, persons in life-threatening emergencies, and elderly persons, require special protections. Consent for medical research participation must only be sought from such individuals in the absence of any comparably effective alternative research population, and only if participation risks are minimized and benefits are conferred on group members. Authorized proxies providing consent for individuals unable to exercise legal capacity must not be offered incentives beyond appropriate compensation for time and effort. Research on persons lacking the ability to exercise legal capacity or otherwise unable to consent is permissible “only if the physical or mental condition that prevents giving informed consent is a necessary characteristic of the research population”. If medical experimentation is required for life-saving treatment of an individual deemed unable to provide consent, the consent of a legally authorized representative must be sought, and any assent or dissent communicated by the patient respected.

F. Persons with disabilities

69. Persons with disabilities often suffer from unjustified perception of being incompetent or dangerous to themselves or others. Such prejudices, coupled with existing laws and practices limiting legal capacity, often compromise their informed consent.

70. Many States, with or without a legal basis, continue to allow for the prolonged detention of persons with mental disabilities in institutions without their free and informed consent.

71. Forced sterilization of girls and women with disabilities has been documented internationally and is even being currently proposed in Rwanda. Persons with disabilities, including children, continue to be exposed to non-consensual medical experimentation.

72. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities reaffirms that the existence of a disability is not a lawful justification for any deprivation of liberty, including denial of informed consent. States must provide persons with disabilities equal recognition of legal capacity, care on the basis of informed consent, and protection against non-consensual experimentation; as well as prohibit exploitation and respect physical and mental integrity. States have the obligation to provide (on a permanent basis if necessary) any appropriate supports, including total support, for persons with disabilities to exercise their legal capacity to the greatest possible extent. This is particularly relevant in the provision and comprehension of information, as underlined by Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights general comment No. 20, which emphasizes the importance of implementing supportive measures for persons with sensory impairments.

73. Policies and legislation sanctioning non-consensual treatments lacking therapeutic purpose or aimed at correcting or alleviating a disability, including sterilizations, abortions, electro-convulsive therapy and unnecessarily invasive psychotropic therapy, violate the right to physical and mental integrity and may constitute torture and ill-treatment.

74. Persons with disabilities who are not able to exercise their legal capacity must be treated according to the standards acceptable for those with disabilities in equal circumstances. Mechanisms for total support for decision-making and consent (as in all other cases) should come into effect only when a person is authoritatively determined to require it in order to exercise legal capacity.
Conclusions and recommendations:

94. The Special Rapporteur therefore recommends that States consider whether they are meeting their obligations to safeguard informed consent as a critical element of the right to health through their legal framework and judicial and administrative mechanisms, including policies and practices to protect against abuses. Specifically, States should ensure the protection of vulnerable groups, required, inter alia, by the Geneva Conventions, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Particular attention should be given to the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities regarding recognition of legal capacity.

October 23 am

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living: The right to an adequate housing, Raquel Rolnik.                                                Report available at: A/64/255                                                                                                 (paragraphs 35 and 64).

A. International human rights obligations in the right-to-adequate housing debate

35. The obligation of States to take steps towards the realization of the right to adequate housing for all is laid down in a number of international legally binding human rights instruments. The instruments also form the basis of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur. They include the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (article 11); the Convention on the Rights of the Child (article 27, para. 3); the non-discrimination provisions found in article 14, paragraph 2 (h), of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; article 5 (e) of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination; article 43.1 (d) of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families; and article 28 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The right to adequate housing has also been recognized at the regional level, such as in the European Social Charter (1961), the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man (1948), the American Convention on Human Rights (1969), the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (“Protocol of San Salvador”) and the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (1981).

64. In the undertaking of adaptation projects, human rights standards and obligations would therefore call for the consultation and participation of concerned communities, gender-sensitive project designs, the recognition of local knowledge for special attention to be paid to marginalized groups and those who face discrimination and exclusion. These initiatives must, furthermore, be culturally adequate and avoid contributing to the violation of other human rights. Care should also be taken in such measures to anticipate the potential for the projects to exacerbate the marginalization of different groups or coincide with potential conflict triggers. In that context, adaptation assistance should be made accessible to both rural and city dwellers, and across all similarly affected geographical regions of a country. When possible, the projects should offer broad benefits across population groups. In other cases, adaptation assistance must be tailored to ensure that the benefits reach the people who are often most vulnerable to discrimination, including indigenous peoples and ethnic minorities, women and people with disabilities.

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the independent expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty, Magdalena Sepulveda.                                          Report available at: A/64/279                                                                                                      (paragraphs 17, 44, 45, 60, 75-78 and recommendation 110 (d)).
17. Social protection systems are generally structured around three main objectives: (a) facilitating recovery from the crises that have led people to become poor; (b) contributing to the ability of chronically poor people to emerge from poverty and to challenge oppressive socio-economic relationships; (c) supporting the less active poor (such as the elderly, persons with disabilities and children) so that poverty will not be inherited by the next generation.

E. Addressing specific concerns with regard to gender, age and disabilities

75. Social protection measures need to be designed without any discrimination and to ensure protection of those most in need. While social protection instruments can contribute to the better realization of the rights of the vulnerable, poorly designed measures may have the opposite effect.

76. Social protection measures may have a different impact depending on the gender, age, disability, ethnicity or other characteristics of the beneficiary. Often, measures fail to take into account the particular requirements of female-headed households, the elderly and persons with disabilities. For example, measures taken by Governments to protect employment often tend to be based on the stereotype of the male bread-winner and female caregiver and therefore concentrate on maledominated areas of the economy. Public works programmes, for example, tend to prioritize male-dominated employment categories such as construction.

77. Understanding social protection systems as a broad set of policies that go beyond the provision of income is essential when addressing the needs of particularly vulnerable groups that are dependent on social services for their development and social integration. There is significant evidence that children are the main indirect beneficiaries of social protection measures. Yet, there are also indications that the sole provision of income will fall short in improving the overall situation of children if essential services are unavailable or inadequate. Similarly, the absence of integrated social services for the elderly and persons with disabilities will surely reduce the impact of the provision of social security.

78. Special measures or affirmative action measures may also be required. Elderly and persons with disabilities who are unable to work require permanent coverage by social protection systems. Basic universal pensions for old age are part of what ILO considers basic social protection. At least 72 countries in the world maintain a universal pension system, out of which 46 are low- or middle-income countries.
Conclusions and recommendations:
110. In this sense, the independent expert wishes to present the following recommendations:

(d) Addressing specific concerns in regard to gender, age and disabilities:

(i) States must identify and address the specific obstacles that impede the social integration and protection of particularly vulnerable groups. Social protection systems must include specific measures to ensure, for example, that women are not further excluded from labour markets and that they are offered equal opportunities to work. Similarly, the provision of adequate social services is an essential complement to the provision of social assistance for the full development of children and the social integration of persons with disabilities and the elderly.
October 23 pm
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, Margaret Sekaggya.

Report available at: A/64/226
(Paragraphs 76, 81 and 98).

76. In another country, any work by foreign NGOs in the fields of the advancement of human and democratic rights; the promotion of equality of nations, nationalities and peoples and that of gender and religion; the promotion of the rights of the disabled and children’s rights; the promotion of conflict resolution or reconciliation; and the promotion of justice and law enforcement services is deemed illegal without the written consent of the Government.

81. In a certain country organizations that receive more than 10 per cent of their funding from abroad are prohibited from carrying out a wide range of activities, such as the promotion of the rights of children and persons living with disabilities; conflict resolution; and the promotion of justice and law enforcement services.

98. There are further restrictions applied on the utilization of the funding received, which in some countries may be significantly restricted. In one country NGOs that receive more than 10 per cent of its funding from foreign sources, including from nationals of that country living abroad, are expressly banned from carrying out any work related to: the advancement of human and democratic rights; the promotion of equality of nations, nationalities and peoples and that of gender and religion; the promotion of the rights of the disabled and children’s rights; the promotion of conflict resolution or reconciliation; and the promotion of justice and law enforcement services. Such restrictions severely infringe on the ability of the organizations to carry out their activities without undue interference.

October 26 am
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the interim report of the Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, Manfred Nowak.                                             Report Available at: A/64/215                                                                                                   (paragraphs 16, 40, 44, 47, 61 and 62).

16. On 25 June, on the occasion of the United Nations International Day in Support of Victims of Torture, the Committee against Torture, its Subcommittee on Prevention, the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture and the Special Rapporteur issued a statement that called for ensuring that all persons with disabilities had the right to enjoy all human rights and were fully protected from torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and punishment.

IV. Children in detention

61. Where resources for the fulfilment of basic needs are scarce, the establishment of hierarchies among human beings can instantly be observed. At the bottom are often people who are marginalized because of their age, social status, health condition or disabilities, gender, ethnic or religious origin, status as foreigners or sexual orientation or owing to a drug addiction.

62. International human rights law and standards provide for specific measures for particular categories of detainees, responding to the special situations and needs of such groups. Furthermore, particular consideration should be given to non-custodial measures in relation to groups made vulnerable in detention because they are more likely to experience increased suffering. In several of his past reports, the Special Rapporteur has addressed the particular needs of specific groups in relation to torture and ill-treatment, e.g., the needs of women regarding reproductive health care, family contact, hygiene, etc. (see A/HRC/7/3); persons with disabilities, in relation to whom the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities establishes standards regarding “reasonable accommodation” (see A/63/175); and drug users, who need special attention to treat withdrawal symptoms but also regarding medical treatment in more general terms, including access to opioid substitution therapy, HIV/AIDS prevention, etc. (see A/HRC/10/44).

October 26 pm
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the interim report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education, Vernor Muñoz Villalobos.
Report available at: A/64/273                                                                                                     (paragraph 17 )

17. On 7 June 2009, the Special Rapporteur attended a conference on inclusive education in Oldenburg, Germany, organized by the city of Oldenburg and various local civil society organizations, entitled “Education is a right, not a commodity”. At that conference, the Special Rapporteur presented his activities and examples of various thematic and mission reports, and gave examples of inclusive education and the danger of the privatization of education. The situation of persons with disabilities, as well as persons from migrant backgrounds and their access to education, were also discussed.

(c) Human rights situations and reports of special rapporteurs and representatives
October 22 am
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People´s Republic of Korea, Vitit Muntarbhorn. 

Report available at: A/64/224  
(Paragraphs 12, 49, 51 and recommendation 73(b-VI)).

49. Samples drawn from the concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC/C/PRK/CO/4) in response to the country’s report in 2009 highlight key anomalies as follows:

“The Committee is concerned that, despite the Constitutional guarantees, the principle of non-discrimination is not fully respected in practice, vis-à-vis children with disabilities, children living in institutions, and children who are in conflict with the law. The Committee is further concerned that children may be faced with discrimination on the basis of the political or other opinion, social origin, or other status, either of themselves, or of their parents. ...

51. With regard to persons with disabilities, a constructive development was the adoption of a new law on this issue in 2003 which opened the door to reform of an antiquated system and the former practice of incarcerating persons with disabilities. The Special Rapporteur underlines that the damage caused by State practices in the past also needs to be rectified. Those who were victims of inhumane conditions need to be assisted to recover and reintegrate fully into society. Some of the abhorrent past practices which require accountability include the reported “neutering” of those with dwarfism to prevent them from reproducing. There is also the need to accede to the new international treaty on the rights of persons with disabilities.

73. The authorities in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea should take the following measures:

 (b) Progressively (longer term):

 (vi) Pay special attention to overcoming discrimination and reducing the vulnerability of specific groups such as women, children, those with disabilities and the elderly, by improving human rights protection against neglect, abuse, exploitation and violence;

