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SECOND COMMITTEE

References to persons with disabilities in the Second Committee Reports
· ITEM 17:   Information and communication technologies for development
Report of the Secretary-General on progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society at the regional and international levels 

A/65/64-E/2010/12  
II. Implementation and follow-up at the regional and international level

B. Implementation and follow-up at the international level

Access to information and knowledge (C3)

73. To promote access to information and knowledge the ITU set up the Joint Coordination Activity on Accessibility and Human Factors (JCA-AHF). Furthermore, during the Forum of World Telecom 2009 (October 2009), the ITU organized a panel on accessibility which included training for African policy makers and regulators on the a- Accessibility toolkit jointly developed by ITU and G3ict to facilitate training of policy makers and regulators in mainstreaming ICT accessibility issues to comply with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (PwDs).
Note by the Secretary-General on the continuation of the Internet Governance Forum 

A/65/78-E/2010/68
III. Recommendations
C. Engagement of stakeholders in Internet governance mechanisms
44. There were some contributions to and efforts in respect of capacity-building for Internet governance in developing countries. For example, voluntary funding was provided by some donors for attendance at meetings, as well as support of dynamic coalitions for youth and disabled persons in both developed and developing countries. In particular, in order to maximize participation of developing country stakeholders, provisions are made for remote access, including regional hub meetings, with an overall improvement in remote participation over the years. The remote hubs were reported to have allowed for parallel sessions that enabled the remote participants to view, participate in and discuss the Forum proceedings.

47. The website of the Forum, publications, webcasts of its meetings and provision of simultaneous interpretation in six languages are concrete initiatives taken by the Forum secretariat in consultation with the Multi-stakeholder Advisory Group. Providing services for persons with disabilities is also an ongoing operational concern. The Advisory Group is constantly reviewing procedures and trying to improve on the basis of stakeholder feedback.
· ITEM 20:   Sustainable development:
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the World Tourism Organization on the implementation of the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism

A/65/275 
II. Activities of the World Committee on Tourism Ethics

8. Some of the most pertinent topics that have been examined by the Committee since its creation include: solidarity in tourism in case of natural disasters; HIV-related travel restrictions; accessible tourism for people with disabilities; protection of children against all forms of exploitation in tourism; and economic empowerment of women through tourism. In addition, the ethical aspects of the impact of the global economic crisis and of H1N1 influenza on the industry were also analysed. It is worth mentioning that, together with the conciliation mechanism, the Committee has introduced the possibility for individual stakeholders to consult it on specific ethical issues directly related to tourism.

7. Facilitation and non-discrimination in tourist travel

36. UNWTO has realized in recent years that, despite the great strides made in the last few decades in facilitating tourist travel, there is still room for considerable improvement in this area in the interests of all stakeholders in tourism development, especially as it refers to non-discrimination with regard to persons with disabilities and people living with HIV/AIDS. In accordance with article 13 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Code of Ethics affirms in its article 8 that tourists should benefit from liberty of movement without being subject to excessive formalities or discrimination.

37. In order to meet these gaps, the General Assembly of UNWTO adopted the Declaration on the Facilitation of Tourist Travel (resolution 578 (XVIII)) at its session held in Astana from 5 to 8 October 2009. Through this document, the UNWTO calls upon its member States to give priority consideration to measures that facilitate tourist travel in areas such as tourist accessibility and travel by persons with disabilities, as well as concerning HIV-related travel restrictions that are still in place in a number of countries.

38. Moreover, the General Assembly of UNWTO has entrusted the UNWTO Secretary-General to seek advice from the World Committee on Tourism Ethics on ways to further facilitate the movement of tourists, with a special emphasis on these two groups of persons with disabilities and persons affected by HIV.

8. Tourism and persons with disabilities

39. Bearing in mind the preamble of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which recognizes the importance of mainstreaming disability issues as an integral part of relevant strategies of sustainable development, the General Assembly of the UNWTO considered that responsible tourism was a necessary component of such strategies and that tourism policies and practices should be inclusive of persons with disabilities, the majority of whom live in developing countries.

40. Also in line with article 8 of the Global Code of Ethics, the General Assembly of the UNWTO therefore solemnly reaffirmed the principles it had enunciated in 1991 through its resolution 284(IX) entitled “Creating Tourism Opportunities for Handicapped People in the Nineties”, and updated them in 2005 through resolution 492(XVI) entitled “Accessible Tourism for All”, calling upon all States:

• To make their tourism sites and establishments accessible to persons with disabilities and to offer them special facilities at no additional charge to them.

• To offer special training to the staff of tourism sites and establishments and tourism-related services, preparing them for work with persons with disabilities.

• To publish clear and detailed information on existing receptive facilities for persons with disabilities as well as the problems they may encounter during their tourist travel.

41. Furthermore, in May 2008, to mark the entry into force of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Secretary-General of the UNWTO wrote to member States of the organization to remind them of their shared commitment towards ensuring full accessibility for disabled people to tourism services and facilities and invited them to strengthen their efforts towards improving the implementation of the recommendations included in the document “Accessible Tourism for All”.

· ITEM 24:   Eradication of poverty and other development issues: 
 (a)   Implementation of the Second United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2008-2017)
Report of the Secretary-General on the Implementation of the Second United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2008-2017) 

A/65/230  

45. The UNDP also has programmes to support labour-market restructuring through vocational education and training focused on three main areas: the direct delivery of vocational training; workforce integration (assisting such excluded groups as youth, women, the long-term unemployed, ethnic minorities, people with disabilities and ex-combatants in acquiring skills and accessing new employment opportunities); and capacity-building for such labour-market institutions as line ministries, public employment services and vocational training centres. For example, the UNDP office in Kosovo initiated an institutional and enterprise-based training scheme that combines core employability skills with enterprise-based training, to provide job-specific skills to unskilled youths who are seeking work. In 2008, 526 young people benefited from the programme. Other examples of such projects include vocational education and training programmes for women in Jordan, street children in Kyrgyzstan and intravenous drug users and HIV victims in Poland; and the establishment of youth-employment resource centres in the Syrian Arab Republic.
(b)   Industrial development cooperation

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Director-General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization on industrial development cooperation
A/65/220  

II. Current issues and challenges facing industrial development and international industrial cooperation

B. Global megatrends and the Millennium Development Goals

6. Climate change, green industry and energy

27. Climate change is a major threat to the poor and underscores the need to develop clean energy sources and safeguard the environment, as outlined in Millennium Development Goal 7 (Ensure environmental sustainability). The present trends in consumption and population growth are subjecting the planet’s natural systems to a significant strain. Global carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions have continued their upward trend in recent years, having totalled 30 billion metric tons by the end of 2007. This represents a 35 per cent increase above the 1990 level. Per capita emissions remain highest in developed countries — about 12 metric tons of CO2 per person compared with about 3 metric tons in the developing regions and 0.9 metric tons in sub-Saharan Africa.18 The most severe impact of climate change is being felt by vulnerable populations which have contributed least to the problem. The risk of death or disability and economic loss due to natural disasters is increasing globally and is concentrated in poorer countries owing to their lack of capacity to deal with the resulting effects on, for example, agricultural output, labour productivity, health and internal displacement.
