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· ITEM 27:  Social development:
Letter dated 8 July 2010 from the Charge d’affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of Namibia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General
A/65/89  
Taking into consideration the needs and aspirations of internally displaced young people and disabled young people,
10. Calls on parliaments to ensure that young people with disabilities and those who are socially and economically underprivileged are afforded equal opportunities to participate fully in society;
(a)Implementation of the outcome of the World Summit for Social Development and of the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly

Report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the implementation of the World Summit for Social Development and of the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly                                                                                         A/65/168
II. Review of the substantive discussions of the Commission for Social Development at its forty-eighth session
A. Social integration

8. Social integration policies and programmes have mainly focused on the advancement of a number of social groups, such as older persons, youth, persons with disabilities and indigenous people. For the most part, however, no overall framework for advancing social integration has been developed at the national or international level.
B. Fifteenth anniversary of the World Summit for Social Development
43. Some progress has been made over the past 15 years with regard to promoting the inclusion of, and expanded social protection for, social groups. Several groupspecific mandates and instruments have been developed. New priority areas were established under the World Programme of Action for Youth (General Assembly resolutions 50/81, annex, and 62/126, annex). The Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing recommended strategies for the inclusion of older persons into all facets of society. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (General Assembly resolution 61/295, annex) emphasized the right of indigenous populations to promote their own development and to have a say in decisions affecting them. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 61/106, annex) has brought global recognition of the challenges faced by those with disabilities. All of those instruments offered guidelines on how to promote social integration by improving the situation of social groups and increasing their participation in society. Yet, while group-specific policy instruments have ensured advances on some fronts, the social inclusion of marginalized groups into wider policy initiatives and society remains a challenge.
C. Social consequences of the financial and economic crises and policy responses

53. Disadvantaged social groups, including women, youth, persons with disabilities, older people, indigenous peoples and migrants have been hit particularly hard by the crises. A significant increase in unemployment remains a major concern given that exclusion from the labour market is detrimental to individuals and has long-term negative effects on society as a whole. This reality is especially striking for young people. Prior to the crisis, young people were already 2.8 times more likely to be unemployed than adults. Between 2008 and 2009, the number of unemployed youth increased by 8.5 million, the greatest year-on-year increase in at least 10 years. In addition, young people are becoming increasingly discouraged, showing the greatest decrease in participation rates across age groups.
(c)  Follow-up to the International Year of Older Persons:  Second World Assembly on Ageing

Report of the Secretary-General on Follow-up to the Second World Assembly on Ageing: comprehensive overview                                                             A/65/157 
Access to financial services

47. There are numerous reports, from all over the world, of older people being excluded from access to financial services and credit. Besides the advanced age, other factors that lead to financial exclusion include low household income and lack of paid employment and disability. Older people who cannot obtain credit through normal channels sometimes turn to lenders that charge exorbitant rates.

Chronic diseases and impairments

55. Hearing loss, vision problems and mental disorders are the most common causes of impairment overall. Chronic diseases such as dementias, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and cerebrovascular disease are especially common at higher ages. Low-income populations tend to have high rates of impairment owing to preventable causes such as injuries, and people in those countries often lack access to basic interventions such as eyeglasses, cataract surgery, hearing aids or assistive devices that can keep functional limitations from becoming disabling. Several of these long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments, in interaction with various barriers, may constitute a disability and hinder the full and effective participation in society of older persons.

57. Included among the health conditions of growing concern for older persons are mental disorders, the threat of HIV and AIDS, and obesity. For example, country studies show that a high proportion of older people suffer from depression, loneliness and anxiety. These problems may arise in connection with major life changes such as the death of a spouse or a sudden decline in health. In addition, Alzheimer’s and other dementias cause profound impairment and often place a severe burden on caregivers. An estimated 36 million people worldwide are living with dementia in 2010 and the number is projected to nearly double every 20 years.

Access to health care

60. Although people of all ages need access to affordable health care, older people’s needs tend to be particularly great because chronic health conditions and disabilities become more common with advancing age. Yet, financial barriers often may make it impossible for poor families to obtain needed medical care or other forms of care. Access is also constrained by a shortage of qualified medical staff, especially in rural areas where older people, whose mobility is often limited, are especially likely to have difficulty reaching services.

Neglect, abuse and violence

69. Only a few risk factors have been validated by substantial research for domestic elder abuse. These include: shared living arrangements between victim and perpetrator, with the frequency of contact serving to flame tension, conflict and abuse; social isolation, which can increase family stress and decrease problem visibility or intervention; dementia on the part of either the victim or perpetrator, with its symptoms of aggressive and difficult behaviours, which can foster abuse or retaliation against abuse by the caregiver; and pathology on the part of the perpetrator, where substance abuse, mental illness or personality disorders can provoke anger or frustration and reduce inhibitions for abuse occurrence.

International human rights principles and standards

92. The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights include highly relevant provisions for protection of the human rights of older persons, such as the rights to life, to health, to an adequate standard of living, to freedom from torture, and to legal capacity and equality before the law. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities also contain provisions which are applicable to older persons within their relevant scope.

93. Despite the fact that the norms in existing international human rights treaties apply to older persons in the same way as to other persons, it has been suggested that there is a gap in the international human rights system. Namely, there is no specific provision focusing on older persons, nor a universal human rights instrument on their rights, as is the case for other categories of persons such as women or persons with disabilities. Nevertheless, two human rights instruments do contain explicit references to “age”: the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, which includes “age” in the list of prohibited grounds for discrimination (article 7); and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which includes miscellaneous references to older persons, in article 25 (b) on the right to health, and in article 28, paragraph 2 (b), on the right to an adequate standard of living.

94. While not all older persons are disabled and ageing should not be equated to disability in and of itself, many older persons are also persons with disabilities and therefore covered by the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. There is no doubt that ageing can lead to physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments and that that Convention offers unexplored potential to respond to some human rights issues. Moreover, some provisions of the Convention — such as those referring to accessibility and encouraging universal design — would also benefit older persons, regardless of being qualified as persons with disabilities. For example, inaccessible buildings or services restrict the possibilities of exercising freedom of movement both for persons with disabilities and for older persons, or for the combination of both: older persons with disabilities.

Non-discrimination

98. Two international treaties refer to “age” specifically as a prohibited ground of discrimination: article 7 of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and various articles of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which mention age, inter alia, as a potential source of multiple or aggravated discrimination, when combined with disability. Typically, other international human rights instruments list prohibited grounds of discrimination such as race, colour, sex, language, religion or political opinion. While “age” is not explicitly listed as a prohibited ground, the lists are illustrative and non-exhaustive, and usually include an open-ended category (“other status”), which has provided the opportunity for committees to consider “age”-related discrimination.

101. Multiple discrimination, where some individuals face discrimination on more than one ground, is a particularly complex issue. In the preamble to its resolution 7/24, the Human Rights Council expressed its deep concern that “multiple or aggravated forms of discrimination and disadvantage can lead to the particular targeting or vulnerability to violence of girls and some groups of women, such as … women with disabilities, elderly women, widows ...”.

Vulnerabilities and special protection

102. Human rights mechanisms have also identified older men and women as being a vulnerable group requiring special measures of protection. Specifically, article 16, paragraph 1, of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities requires “age-sensitive” assistance and support for persons with disabilities and their families to prevent exploitation, violence and abuse, including their gender-based aspects, thereby recognizing the particular vulnerabilities of older persons.

Special measures for specific groups

106. Some human rights mechanisms have addressed the human rights of older persons by acknowledging the need for specific age-group requirements in comparison with other age groups. For example, article 25 (b) of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities requires that health services should be “designed to minimize and prevent further disabilities, including among children and older persons”. The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has recommended that health policies take particularly into account the needs of the elderly, “ranging from prevention and rehabilitation to the care of the terminally ill”, and reaffirmed the importance of “periodical check-ups for both sexes; physical as well as psychological rehabilitative measures aimed at maintaining the functionality and autonomy of older persons; and attention and care for chronically and terminally ill persons, sparing them avoidable pain and enabling them to die with dignity”. Similarly, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights held that that called for suitable lifelong education and training at various levels.

The right to social security, and the issue of social protection

110. When considering States parties’ reports from developed and developing countries alike, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has noted with concern the low coverage of old-age pensions and the broader context of social protection systems for older persons. The Committee has recommended the extension of the network of integrated health and social care services, including home help, for older persons with physical and mental disabilities; the adoption of a welfare programme enabling older persons to live a decent life; or the application of special measures in poverty reduction strategies to alleviate the extent of poverty among older persons and that priority be given to home care rather than institutionalization of older persons in need of care.
The right to health and the right to adequate housing

115. Regarding the right to adequate housing, the former Special Rapporteur on adequate housing developed “Basic principles and guidelines on development-based evictions and displacement”, which held that “priority in housing and land allocation should be ensured to disadvantaged groups such as the elderly, children and persons with disabilities. According to the Special Rapporteur, “impact assessments must take into account the differential impacts of forced evictions on women, children, the elderly, and marginalized sectors of society. All such assessments should be based on the collection of disaggregated data, such that all differential impacts can be appropriately identified and addressed”.
Report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the Second World Assembly on Ageing 
A/65/158 
Investing in human resources

16. In Hong Kong, China, and Singapore, informal caregivers are being recruited for training in geriatric care. Informal caregivers, who are mostly women caring for a disabled relative or an older person, receive training to become formal caregivers. The objective of the programme is to provide a bridge for those wanting to move from informal to formal qualifications and care settings and thereby increase the supply of skilled caregivers in the community.

Older persons as volunteers

19. In New Zealand, the Office of Senior Citizens, under the Ministry of Social Development, created a volunteer and advocacy group comprising 29 older persons selected from community organizations throughout the country. The group is responsible for implementing the volunteer community coordinators programme by strengthening networks in the local community and informing local governments about the needs and concerns of older persons. Older persons who have volunteered to serve as coordinators are recognized and honoured by being chosen as “positive ageing ambassadors”. In India, the Volunteers Bureau for Older Persons helps older persons to utilize their skills, talents and experience for the benefit of society. Older persons register with the Bureau and offer their assistance to hospitals, schools and institutions for children with physical or mental disabilities.

20. Encouraging older persons and young people to volunteer together can also be a way of building intergenerational solidarity. Older persons can tutor and mentor young people and become foster grandparents to children with special needs. In many cases, older persons also share their pensions with their families so as to ensure that their grandchildren go to school or have access to medical care. Similarly, young people can volunteer to provide friendship to home-bound older persons, assisting with shopping and household chores, showing them how to use computers and other technological equipment and caring for them when they become sick and frail. One example of this intergenerational volunteering model can be found in the German “Create new age” initiative, which gathers young people and older persons together to take part in activities such as reading to schoolchildren, tutoring students, visiting nursing homes, helping people with disabilities and shopping for food.

B. Caregiving and carers

50. Most developed countries have implemented policies that provide for respite care for caregivers, informational seminars on caregiving, home health aids and, in some cases, a monthly stipend. For example, the Government of Australia introduced the Carer Recognition Bill 2010, which sets out a broad and comprehensive definition of a carer and provides for a pension supplement for each person to whom a carer provides care, annual payments, funding for specialist disability services, supported accommodation, in-home care and respite care, and training and skills development for carers. In the United Kingdom, the Government is launching the National Care Service, which is based on the principle of shared social insurance funded by universal contributions, and all persons in need of care will receive it at no cost. In Hong Kong, China, Macao, China, New Zealand and Singapore, caregivers are entitled to support services, such as counselling and respite services.

· ITEM 28:  Advancement of women:
(a)  Advancement of women

Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women on its forty-fourth and forty-fifth sessions                                                       A/65/38(Supp) 
Annex II

Decision 44/II

Statement of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women on gender and climate change

2. As the report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change noted, climate change has differential impacts on societies, varying among regions, generations, ages, classes, income groups and occupations, as well as across gender lines. Women are the main producers of the world’s staple crops, but they face multiple discriminations such as unequal access to land, credit and information. Particularly at risk are poor urban and rural women who live in densely populated coastal and low-lying areas, drylands and high mountainous areas and small islands. Vulnerable groups such as older women and disabled women and minority groups such as indigenous women, pastoralists, nomads and hunters and gatherers are also of concern.

Annex II

Decision 45/III

Statement of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women on the situation in Haiti

3. While women and men are important resources in delivering assistance and rebuilding societies following natural disasters, the responsibilities of women are greater on account of their roles as caretakers of children, the elderly, the disabled, the injured and other survivors. While the strength and resilience of women are in high demand following such emergencies, they cannot adequately fulfil these roles if their basic needs are unmet and if decision makers ignore them. If women are to look after the needs of others, their own safety, dignity, health and nutritional concerns must be met as well. Understanding the gender dynamics in communities is a crucial element for effective humanitarian relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction. The Committee calls upon all humanitarian relief agencies to bolster the strength of women by identifying and meeting their specific needs.
4. Given the specific environment in which the humanitarian crisis is unfolding, the Committee urges that women’s access to food distribution be addressed through innovative and diverse strategies and that attention paid to women heads of household, injured women, the elderly and disabled and other vulnerable groups in the community. The urgent need to establish special contingencies for women in post-earthquake intervention is underlined by images of men fist-fighting over food delivered by the United Nations.

6. The Committee is alarmed by the threat to law and order. With the collapse of the prison in Port-au-Prince, many of the incarcerated have come back into the neighbourhoods they once terrorized. Sexual violence is common in humanitarian rises and may become acute in the wake of a national disaster. In a time of heightened stress, lawlessness and homelessness, women face an increased threat of violence and will find it harder to support themselves, the children, the elderly, the injured, the disabled and other survivors who are in their care.

Annex IV

Decision 45/V

Statement of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women on the 15-year review of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action

3. Through its review of the reports of States parties, the Committee has seen the progress States have made in realizing the human rights of women since the adoption of the Convention, and particularly since the Fourth World Conference on Women. States have paid increasing attention to creating a legal framework that promotes and protects women’s rights, including through the introduction of temporary special measures to accelerate the achievement of equality between women and men. They have also put in place policies and programmes aimed at the practical realization of women’s rights, as well as measures to challenge gender stereotypes that underpin discrimination against women in our societies, communities and families. This is a cause for celebration. At the same time, the Committee regrets that equality for women in law and practice has not been achieved in any country in the world. It is disturbed that women continue to suffer profound and pervasive human rights violations, including gender-based violence in the public and private spheres, including in that most private of private spheres, the family. It is also concerned that discrimination against women often has multiple aspects, such as age or disability, and that particular groups of women, such as migrants or indigenous, are especially vulnerable.

Report of the Secretary-General on intensification of efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women
A/65/208 
D. Protection, support and services for victims/survivors

26. Shelters and safe houses are more widely available for victims/survivors of different forms of violence and for different groups of victims/survivors, such as domestic workers, women with disabilities, women migrants and children victims/witnesses of violence (Bahrain, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Chile, China, Dominican Republic, Finland, France, Lebanon, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Philippines, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Samoa, Serbia, Sweden, Switzerland and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)). National hotlines or help lines that provide information, often in several languages, counselling, support and referral services for victims/survivors of violence are in place in a growing number of countries (Australia, Bahrain, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Dominican Republic, France, Georgia, Italy, Japan, Lithuania, Mauritius, Mexico, Netherlands, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Senegal, Serbia, Spain, Syrian Arab Republic and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)). In several countries, support services include financial assistance (Mauritius and Republic of Korea), and assistance in finding long-term housing (Australia, Chile, Portugal and Republic of Korea) and employment (Mauritius). Other developments in service provision include the provision of child care (Republic of Korea), vocational training (Congo, Senegal and Serbia), post-violence kits and prophylaxis (Sudan), medical treatment and psychological support at hospitals for victims/survivors of violence (Congo and Kenya), free legal aid (Cameroon, Chile, Congo and Uganda), establishment of support groups at community level (Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)), specialized services for indigenous women victims of violence (Mexico), and efforts to improve assistance to internally displaced women victims of violence (Colombia).

IV. Conclusions and recommendations

39. Despite impressive efforts by numerous countries around the world, women continue to be subjected to many different forms of violence, and new forms are constantly evolving. Thus, a stronger focus must be placed on prevention, to complement more effectively the improved laws, policies and programmes and their implementation, monitoring and evaluation. These efforts should be rigorously evaluated to gain a better understanding of their impact and effectiveness, including when they form part of a comprehensive approach to addressing violence against women. The information and awareness-raising campaigns, educational programmes and other initiatives aimed at preventing and eliminating violence against women carried out by States should be reinforced to ensure that they are systematic, sustained and extended throughout all areas of the country, and target particular groups of women, such as immigrants, rural and indigenous women, women from ethnic minorities, and women with disabilities. Political commitment and leadership at all levels are vital and should be complemented by a broad range of partnerships and the active involvement of all relevant stakeholders, including Governments, civil society and in particular women’s organizations, community and religious leaders, international organizations and the private sector. Environments and communities must be safe for women and girls, and efforts to end violence against women must be pursued with the full involvement of men and boys. Empowering women and strengthening their economic independence, and eliminating discrimination against them in law and in practice are critical. Educational curricula at all levels should promote gender equality and women’s human rights and condemn violence against women. Advocacy campaigns and programmes, including with the participation of the media, should focus on increasing public awareness of the unacceptability of violence against women, raising women’s awareness of their rights and available remedies and support, and tackling gender stereotypes that perpetuate violence and discrimination against women. Such campaigns and programmes should be directed at the general public as well as particular groups. Informational materials should be available in multiple languages, as needed. Prevention activities should extend to sports organizations/clubs, youth organizations and special programmes in schools and include efforts aimed at building skills in the development of respectful relations.
Report of the Secretary-General in supporting efforts to end obstetric fistula
A/65/268 
I. Introduction

2. Reproductive health problems remain the leading cause of ill health and death for women of childbearing age worldwide. Impoverished women, in particular those in developing countries, suffer disproportionately from unintended pregnancies, maternal death and disability, sexually transmitted infections, including HIV, gender-based violence and other problems related to their reproductive system. The education and empowerment of women are crucial in preventing obstetric fistula and improving maternal health. Educated women are better able to understand the need for appropriate care during pregnancy and delivery and are more likely to be prepared to delay marriage until an appropriate age, prevent early pregnancies and exercise their reproductive health choices.
II. Background

8. Obstetric fistula is almost entirely preventable when there is universal and equitable access to quality maternal and reproductive health services. The same interventions that prevent maternal mortality can also prevent maternal morbidity. Improving maternal and reproductive health has to be a country-owned and countrydriven development process, in the context of the strengthening of the country’s national health plan and health-care system. The current situation reflects the weakness of health-care systems, including inadequately trained human resources; the unavailability of essential medicines and medical equipment; and the lack of easy access to quality maternal and reproductive health services in many developing countries. Within the context of maternal and reproductive health, three interventions have the most important and immediate impact on maternal death and disability: family planning; attendance during childbirth by skilled health personnel, such as a midwife; and emergency obstetric care, in particular Caesarean sections.

III. Efforts at the intergovernmental and regional levels

A. Intergovernmental efforts

14. For two decades, the United Nations and the international community have campaigned to reduce maternal mortality and morbidity. Global commitments were first made at the 1987 International Safe Motherhood Conference, held in Nairobi. At the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development, held in Cairo, maternal health was recognized as a key component of sexual and reproductive health. In 1995, at the Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing, Governments recognized that entrenched patterns of social and cultural discrimination were major contributors to sexual and reproductive ill-health, including maternal death and disability, along with lack of information and services. Article 12 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women requires States to ensure that women have appropriate services in connection with pregnancy, childbirth and the post-natal period. Article 24 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child also requires that States take adequate measures to ensure appropriate prenatal and post-natal health care for mothers.
22. At the second Women Deliver conference, held in Washington D. C., in June 2010, more than 3,000 participants from all over the world gathered for a discussion on the theme “Delivering solutions for girls and women”. Representatives of 115 countries, including ministers, first ladies and parliamentarians, came together to mobilize political and financial support for women’s health, in particular to prevent maternal death and disability. They highlighted the fact that the Millennium Development Goals will not be achieved if there is no investment in women and girls, and stressed that maternal and reproductive health needs were a global priority. The conference ended with a Ministers’ Forum statement acknowledging collective responsibility to improve the health of women and girls, especially in developing countries, and reconfirmed girls and women’s health as a human right.
IV. Recent actions taken by the international community and the United Nations

A. Data collection and analysis
32. Conducted in partnership by UNFPA, UNICEF, WHO and the Averting Maternal Death and Disabilities Programme of Colombia University, New York, an increasing number of countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America are conducting emergency obstetric and newborn care needs assessments. The revised emergency obstetric and newborn care situation analysis tool, which includes an obstetric fistula module, has been utilized in countries such as Gabon, and it is envisioned that additional countries will use it to increase the availability of data on fistula and contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of maternal health.

B. Prevention strategies and interventions to achieve maternal health goals and eliminate obstetric fistula

37. The likelihood of the prevention of death or disability during labour and delivery is greatly increased by the presence of a skilled professional such as a midwife. In regions with high maternal mortality and morbidity rates, the proportion of births attended by a skilled professional averaged 47 per cent, with extremes of 7 per cent, as is the case in Ethiopia. The detection of obstructed labour and access to Caesarean section are crucial in the prevention of obstetric fistula. This is possible if it is ensured that women have access to basic emergency obstetric and newborn care at birth and to comprehensive emergency obstetric care when complications arise. In 2008, UNFPA, in collaboration with the International Confederation of Midwives, launched the Midwives Programme, with the goal of improving skilled attendance at birth in low-resource settings by developing the foundations of a sustainable midwifery workforce. By the end of 2009, the Programme was active in 15 countries, mainly in Africa and among the Arab States, and in a few countries in Latin America. Plans are under way to expand to another six to eight countries in Asia and Africa in 2010.

43. For responses to the problem of maternal death and disability to be effective, it is vital to address its socio-economic and cultural determinants. Many women in labour do not deliver in medical facilities but prefer home deliveries without trained medical supervision, owing to strong socio-cultural and economic pressures. It is essential that procedures be put in place involving the community through which women in prolonged labour can be brought without delay to adequate facilities for delivery. A community project undertaken in the Niger has shown significant improvement in reproductive health indicators and in the prevention of obstetric fistula. Within four months of the introduction of the project, in February 2008, obstructed-labour deaths were eliminated in the target areas. The rate of obstetric fistula was reduced; no new fistula cases had occurred for more than 10 months as of June 2010. In addition, medical records show that prenatal consultations are up 63 per cent and births in health settings are up 70 per cent.

E. Advocacy and awareness-raising
55. An increasing number of partners within the Campaign are supporting the participation of women who have lived with obstetric fistula in advocacy efforts to end the problem. More and more former fistula patients are playing an important role by working as community advocates and raising national and global awareness of the right to treatment and the importance of funding obstetric fistula programmes as part of a wider strategy to prevent maternal death and disability.

56. The Campaign has also helped draw attention to systemic weaknesses in health-care systems that lead to maternal deaths and disability and to the need to address a reproductive health strategy in a holistic manner. In several countries, advocacy, community mobilization, sensitization and awareness-raising activities around the issue of obstetric fistula have contributed to increased knowledge and understanding of maternal health issues. The integration of the issue into national policies has been essential in the process of securing the political and financial commitment necessary to end the problem. Currently, more than 28 countries have integrated the issue of obstetric fistula into national health-care policies and programmes. In 2009, Malawi integrated the issue into its newly revised national reproductive health policy, thereby increasing opportunities for national resource mobilization.

V. Conclusion and recommendations

65. Over the past two years, considerable progress has been achieved in focusing attention on the issue of maternal death and disability and in addressing that of obstetric fistula. This is due mainly to the greater availability of evidence relating to effective interventions, enhanced data collection and analysis, advocacy programmes, partnerships, and subsequently stronger political and financial commitments. Obstetric fistula occurs because healthcare systems fail to provide accessible, high-quality maternal health care, including family planning, skilled birth attendance and basic emergency obstetric care. There is now a greater understanding of the social and economic burden that results from poor reproductive and maternal health and its relation to poverty eradication, and a consensus on the key interventions necessary to reduce the rate of maternal death and disability, including obstetric fistula. Countries are increasingly investing in and promoting prevention, treatment and reintegration services for women living with obstetric fistula as part of efforts to achieve Millennium Development Goal 5.

67. Despite the fact that some positive developments have been achieved, many serious challenges remain. The struggle to improve health-care systems and reduce the rate of maternal mortality and morbidity, including obstetric fistula, must not only continue but intensify, as recently published estimates show that the progress made in maternal mortality reduction has been slow. There is an urgent need to scale up well-known, cost-effective interventions so as to reduce the high number of avoidable maternal deaths and disabilities.
68. The specific actions must be taken to improve maternal health and to address the issue of obstetric fistula include:

 (b) Efforts focused on supporting national plans aimed at strengthening health-care systems and identifying and addressing the underlying social, cultural and economic determinants of maternal death and disability. Special attention should be paid to areas with the highest maternal mortality and morbidity, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. Within countries, approaches must include efforts to reach poor populations and adolescent girls;
(h) Stronger research, monitoring and evaluation to guide the implementation of maternal health programmes. Countries should have monitoring and evaluation systems, including a community-based system for the notification of obstetric fistula cases and maternal and newborn deaths. Research that addresses the determinants and consequences of maternal death and disability, including research on the quality-of-life consequences of maternal morbidities such as obstetric fistula, is important and requires support;
(b)  Implementation of the outcome of the Fourth World Conference on Women and of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly

Report of the Secretary-General on measures taken and progress achieved in follow-up to the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly                                                                                                               A/65/204 

II. Implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action: 15 years on
4. The Beijing Platform remains the most comprehensive global policy framework for the full realization of gender equality, women’s human rights and the empowerment of women and girls. The review demonstrated that important progress had been made in some areas, most notably in global, regional and national policy development and in increased access for women and girls to education at all levels. In addition, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women had been increasingly used as a framework for action for the promotion of women’s human rights. However, disparities remained between regions and within countries across all 12 critical areas of concern of the Platform. Global averages also hid differences among women on the basis of such factors as economic status, ethnicity, age and disability.

III. Attention to gender equality in intergovernmental processes

A. General Assembly

1. Issues highlighted in the work of the General Assembly

 (a) Women’s human rights

15. In its resolution 64/138 on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the General Assembly recognized that the realization of women’s human rights is essential to advance development and peace and security. Prominence was given to women’s human rights in the consideration of women migrant workers, women and girls with disabilities and the girl child. The Assembly also considered women’s human rights in such areas as the promotion of democratization, the elimination of discrimination based on religion or belief and the legal empowerment of the poor. It noted examples of achievements in strengthening women’s human rights in national and regional normative and legislative frameworks and encouraged Member States to ratify or accede to various international instruments to guarantee women’s human rights and ensure full compliance with respective obligations.

(b) Violence against women and girls

18. As it had at its sixty-third session, the General Assembly repeatedly stressed its concern about the continuing prevalence of violence against women and girls in a number of key resolutions. Violence against women violates fundamental freedoms and rights, and impedes social and economic development. The report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization (A/64/1) also highlighted women’s increased risk of violence owing to their lack of empowerment and social exclusion, and noted that that risk was accentuated in times of economic downturn. The Assembly recognized the special vulnerability of women refugees and migrant workers, women and girls with disabilities, and women and girls with poor access to sanitation. It also noted the prevalence of violence against women in specific Member States.
· ITEM 61:  Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, questions relating to refugees, returnees and displaced persons and humanitarian questions
Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
A/65/12(Supp) 
V. Protection and operations
G. Assuring basic needs and essential services

49. The protection of older people of concern and those living with disabilities remained a priority for UNHCR in 2009. The Office initiated programmes targeting older persons in several countries including Georgia, Jordan, and Myanmar. In Ethiopia, Jordan, Kenya, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen targeted activities ensured the inclusion and participation of those living with disabilities in protection and programme delivery.
VII. Partnerships and coordination

60. In 2009, UNHCR had almost 700 national partners and nearly 190 international partners worldwide. The Office remained committed to efforts aimed at improving the efficiency and coherence of humanitarian action, notably through the cluster approach to situations of internal displacement and the United Nations Delivering as One initiative. It continued to work closely with the IASC on an array of issues including strengthening the Humanitarian Coordinator system, preserving humanitarian space, and addressing the humanitarian consequences of climate change. Within the inter-agency context, in November 2009 UNHCR hosted the fourth meeting of the Inter-agency Support Group for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, highlighting the need to include non-citizens in national assistance programmes for persons with disabilities.
Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to refugees, returnees and displaced persons in Africa
A/65/324  
8. Protection of people with special needs, including women, children, the elderly and disabled people

63. In its resolution 64/129, the General Assembly acknowledged the important contribution of the age, gender and diversity mainstreaming strategy in identifying, through a participatory approach, the protection risks faced by the different members of the refugee community, in particular the non-discriminatory treatment and protection of refugee women and refugee children and minority groups of refugees. Nevertheless, the systematic integration of these cross-cutting issues into all sectors of the assistance and protection response and the promotion of multisectoral responses and inter-sector coordination efforts have been a continuous challenge for the humanitarian community involved in assisting refugees, returnees and internally displaced persons in Africa.

64. To help address this challenge, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, with the assistance of the inter-agency gender standby capacity project and the Inter-Agency Standing Committee Sub-Working Group on Gender and Humanitarian Action, is strengthening its role to provide coordination among clusters. Furthermore, through the project nine Gender Advisers were deployed to various United Nations organizations working in conflict-related situations in Africa, who provided expertise in humanitarian response operations in Chad, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Guinea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Namibia, Somalia, Southern Sudan and Zimbabwe.

· ITEM 64:  Promotion and protection of the rights of children:
(a)  Promotion and protection of the rights of children

Report of the Committee on the Rights of the Child                                              A/65/41 
I. Background
6. The first theme, dignity, was selected to underline the fundamental human right enshrined in article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. Under the Convention, dignity is a concept that refers to the position of the child who, as a human being and not merely as a little person, holds rights that can be claimed and must be respected. The human rights perspective, a foundation of the human rights approach, is based on the recognition of the inherent right to dignity and worth of the person. In the context of the celebration, one of the starting points for discussions was how States parties might give effect to their obligations to respect the dignity of children. To focus the discussions, emphasis was placed on the creation and implementation of measures to prevent and protect against the sexual abuse and exploitation of children and to tackle the issue of multiple forms of discrimination faced by many children, including as a result of disability.

B. Working groups

1. Organization of working groups

24. Within each working group, three to six expert panellists delivered presentations on their respective sub-themes. Expert panellists included:

 (b) Working group 2: Mr. Mohammed al-Tarawneh, Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; Ms. Karolina Lindholm Billing, senior liaison officer of the Protection Policy and Legal Advice section of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; Mr. Jens Matthes, Chief of the Child Rights Advocacy and Education, Private Fundraising and Partnerships Division, UNICEF; and Mr. Patricio Cuevas, World Vision Lebanon;

2. Summary of working group discussions

Theme I: Dignity

Working group 2: Discrimination against children

42. Working group 2 was dedicated to the second sub-theme under the issue of ensuring the dignity of the child. The focus of the working group was on addressing the de facto, and frequently de jure, forms of discrimination against children with a particular emphasis on the pervasive and widespread problem of discrimination faced by children with disabilities. The purpose of the working group discussion was to explore some of the underlying causes of discrimination, to consider the obligations of States parties, to identify examples of best practices that had been taken to dismantle and eradicate discrimination and to suggest a set of priority recommendations that should be undertaken.

43. Participants discussed the discrimination that children around the world often faced as a result of their status as children, discrimination that was frequently compounded as a result of their gender, disability and/or ethnicity.
48. The collection and use of research, data and indicators, as had been carried out by the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, was highlighted as an effective means of providing useful information on various forms of discrimination in a community, for instance, regarding the Roma and education, migrants and minorities, trafficking, disability and the implementation of child rights. It was noted that future research undertaken by the Agency would involve children, in line with article 12 of the Convention.
49. According to the youth participant, the young people at the event recommended that combating discrimination against children necessitated, inter alia, the creation of legislation to address early marriage, the establishment of protection centres for children who faced discrimination, and improved access to education for children with disabilities.

52. Finally, participants agreed that common issues had often arisen in the work of the different treaty bodies (particularly that of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities). As a result, there should be closer collaboration and coordination between the committees on certain issues, for instance, between the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the girl child and between the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on children with disabilities. That collaboration could take different forms, such as thematic discussions or the issuing of joint general comments, with a view of achieving greater synergy.

Theme II: Development
Working group 4: Evolving capacities as an enabling principle in practice

67. It was stated that there was an absence of a clear legal framework related to the “evolving capacities” of the child (for instance, the Convention does not restrict the exercise of the rights of the child on the grounds that the capacities of a child are not fully evolved). Nevertheless, several provisions of the Convention recognize different degrees of development and stipulate that States parties’ obligations must be undertaken in accordance with the particular stages of a child’s development (articles 5 and 12). Similarly, article 3 (h) of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities refers to evolving capacities.

74. The child participant raised the issue of career development as an example that a child should be heard without any condition. The child participant commented that child participation in his country was based on the age of the child (10–18 years), and he insisted that younger children (0–9 years), children with disabilities, refugee and internally displaced children must also have opportunities to be heard.

Theme III: Dialogue

Working group 6: Children’s voices in the family: overcoming resistance

95. Participants agreed that particular attention must be paid to displaced children such as migrant, asylum-seeking or refugee children and those who had been internally displaced, as well as those with specific needs, such as children of divorced parents, children in alternative care, children with disabilities and children in conflict with the law. It was also agreed that particular measures must be taken to encourage respect for the views of the girl child.

3. Recommendations

Working group 6: Children’s voices in the family: overcoming resistance

2. Children with specific needs: Undertake special measures to promote dialogue in the family by taking into consideration children with specific needs, such as children of divorced parents, children in alternative care institutions, migrant children, asylum-seekers and refugees, children with disabilities, children in conflict with the law and others, and by taking into consideration cultural diversity and respect for the cultural values that exist within the family that are not in contradiction with the Convention, and that strengthen economic, social and cultural rights.

B. Recommendations

119. Over the two days, the children and youth participants had formulated a number of recommendations that they wished to communicate to the Committee and to the other participants of the event regarding ways to increase awareness among adults and children of the Convention and the realities of children’s lives, The recommendations included the following:

 (f) Provide special support for all children without parental care, children with disabilities and any children facing difficult circumstances;
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General comment No. 11 (2009) Indigenous children and their rights under the Convention
IV. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Convention)

Non-discrimination

29. In the design of special measures, States parties should consider the needs of indigenous children who may face multiple facets of discrimination and also take into account the different situations of indigenous children in rural and urban settings. Particular attention should be given to girls in order to ensure that they enjoy their rights on an equal basis as boys. States parties should furthermore ensure that special measures address the rights of indigenous children with disabilities.

VII. Basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (para. 3), 23, 24, 26, 27

(paras. 1–3) of the Convention)

51. States parties should take the necessary steps to ensure ease of access to health care services for indigenous children. Health services should to the extent possible be

community based and planned and administered in cooperation with the peoples concerned. Special consideration should be given to ensure that health-care services are culturally sensitive and that information about these is available in indigenous languages. Particular attention should be given to ensuring access to health care for indigenous peoples who reside in rural and remote areas or in areas of armed conflict or who are migrant workers, refugees or displaced. States parties should furthermore pay special attention to the needs of indigenous children with disabilities and ensure that relevant programmes and policies are culturally sensitive.
Annex IV

General comment No. 12 (2009) The right of the child to be heard

III. The right to be heard: a right of the individual child and a right of groups of children

9. The general comment is structured according to the distinction made by the Committee between the right to be heard of an individual child and the right to be heard as applied to a group of children (e.g. a class of schoolchildren, the children in a neighbourhood, the children of a country, children with disabilities, or girls). This is a relevant distinction because the Convention stipulates that States parties must assure the right of the child to be heard according to the age and maturity of the child (see the following legal analysis of paragraphs 1 and 2 of article 12).

A. Legal analysis

21. The Committee emphasizes that article 12 imposes no age limit on the right of the child to express her or his views, and discourages States parties from introducing age limits either in law or in practice which would restrict the child’s right to be heard in all matters affecting her or him. In this respect, the Committee underlines the following:

• Third, States parties are also under the obligation to ensure the implementation of this right for children experiencing difficulties in making their views heard. For instance, children with disabilities should be equipped with, and enabled to use, any mode of communication necessary to facilitate the expression of their views. Efforts must also be made to recognize the right to expression of views for minority, indigenous and migrant children and other children who do not speak the majority language.

B. The right to be heard and the links with other provisions of the Convention

2. Articles 12, 2 and 6

75. The right to non-discrimination is an inherent right guaranteed by all human rights instruments including the Convention on the Rights of the Child. According to article 2 of the Convention, every child has the right not to be discriminated against in the exercise of his or her rights including those provided under article 12. The Committee stresses that States parties shall take adequate measures to assure to every child the right to freely express his or her views and to have those views duly taken into account without discrimination on grounds of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status. States parties shall address discrimination, including against vulnerable or marginalized groups of children, to ensure that children are assured their right to be heard and are enabled to participate in all matters affecting them on an equal basis with all other children.

78. The Committee welcomes the obligation of States parties in article 7 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to ensure that children with disabilities are provided with the necessary assistance and equipment to enable them to freely express their views and for those views to be given due weight.

5. Article 12 and the implementation of child rights in general

87. The practice of implementation deals with a broad range problems, such as health, the economy, education or the environment, which are of interest not only to the child as an individual, but to groups of children and children in general. Consequently, the Committee has always interpreted participation broadly in order to establish procedures not only for individual children and clearly defined groups of children, but also for groups of children, such as indigenous children, children with disabilities, or children in general, who are affected directly or indirectly by social, economic or cultural conditions of living in their society.
C. The implementation of the right to be heard in different settings and

Situations

3. In health care

100. Children, including young children, should be included in decision-making processes, in a manner consistent with their evolving capacities. They should be provided with information about proposed treatments and their effects and outcomes, including in formats appropriate and accessible to children with disabilities.

5. In play, recreation, sports and cultural activities

115. Children require play, recreation, physical and cultural activities for their development and socialization. These should be designed taking into account children’s preferences and capacities. Children who are able to express their views should be consulted regarding the accessibility and appropriateness of play and recreation facilities. Very young children and some children with disabilities, who are unable to participate in formal consultative processes, should be provided with particular opportunities to express their wishes.
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IV. Implementing child rights in early childhood
B. Progress in fulfilling rights in early childhood: current worldwide situation

Early childhood care and education

30. As a consequence, by the time children are in the early stages of primary school, there are already gross disparities in their cognitive skills and readiness for learning. These inequities continue through school, where discrimination related to poverty levels, location in rural versus urban areas, gender, disability, language and ethnicity are among the factors contributing strongly to marginalization and social exclusion.
Transition to primary school

32. The definition of early childhood as below the age of eight years includes children making the important transition into primary education. Successive UNESCO reports have emphasized that increased enrolment rates are not sufficient as an indicator of progress in implementing every child’s right to education. Evidence on grade repetition rates and school dropout in the first grade suggests that many children are not coming to school ready to learn and that many schools are failing to support their successful transition into school. Specific attention must be given to improving the transition into primary school, particularly for disadvantaged children. Children from the poorest 20 per cent of households are two to three times less likely to attend primary school than those from the most affluent 20 per cent, and girls in rural or the very poorest households are most likely to be excluded from primary school. Children from indigenous and minority groups represent the largest percentage of those out of school — between 50 and 70 per cent, worldwide; and children with disabilities are the least likely to go to school at all.
35. The provision of appropriate health care and nutrition in the first two years of life is essential for the healthy growth of children. Many young children start life with a double burden: (a) their mothers are among the least educated and have the fewest resources to support them; and (b) they are the least likely to have access to quality health care, proper nutrition, education and protection. All too often these disadvantages are amplified by marginalization and in some cases discrimination, throughout early childhood, particularly affecting children with disabilities, indigenous children, minority children and other marginalized communities. The provision of high-quality early childhood services targeted to disadvantaged children and families can be a powerful equalizer, fulfilling rights, promoting social justice and positively affecting society.

Marginalized groups

37. These rights are most at risk when systems are configured around segregation of and discrimination against children based on their, or their parents’ or legal guardians’, race, colour, sex, language or religion; political or other opinion; national, ethnic or social origin; or property, disability, birth or other status. Compounded forms of discrimination, whose effects can be multiplicative, highlight even greater barriers to the fulfilment of children’s rights. In certain regions, there is a legacy of systematically categorizing young children with disabilities and admitting them to special, often residential, institutions where they may be abandoned by their parents and stigmatized by society. In many countries, lack of culturally appropriate assessments, pervasive prejudice and limited ability of the education system to accommodate diversity have resulted in gross overrepresentation of children in segregated special classrooms and schools.
Violence towards young children
43. While young children are most at risk of violence in the family, they also experience different forms of violence while in school and/or in institutional care settings. The use of physical punishment in schools in many countries is widespread, even though professional teachers are usually more regulated by State authorities. Although 109 countries had banned corporal punishment in schools by 2009, such bans are often inadequately enforced. Children living in institutions often experience violence from staff and officials responsible for their well-being. Children with disabilities are increasingly at risk. Only 36 countries have enacted legislation to prohibit violence against children in alternative care settings. Other forms of violence experienced by children in schools and care institutions are bullying and sexual and gender-based violence. This includes young children.
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Principles for child protection and participation in transitional justice

8. Participation should be non-discriminatory and should include, as appropriate, diverse ethnic, racial, religious and other groups, and take into consideration the specific needs of children with disabilities.
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitutions and child pornography
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Children with disabilities

97. It is difficult to obtain reliable statistics on children with disabilities. A recent World Bank study in nine countries showed that children with disabilities are less likely than other children to enrol and remain in school. Access to health services is also problematic, either because such services are not available or because children are discriminated against and excluded. Their disabilities can make them all the more vulnerable to violence, abuse and sexual exploitation.

Institutionalized children

99. UNICEF estimates that over 2 million27 children around the world are in institutional care, but that is probably a gross underestimate because of the lack of reliable reports and data.

100. Poverty and lack of a family environment are often the cause of institutionalization.

101. In some countries, children under 18 involved in prostitution or pornography cases are considered delinquent and are put in detention centres, detention being regarded as an appropriate way of protecting child victims of sexual exploitation.

102. Many institutions are not registered, and many countries do not have rules and standards to regulate them and do not keep data on institutionalized children. A large number of institutions are handicapped by a lack of qualified human resources and material resources. Supervision and control of such institutions is often haphazard, and with no avenues of recourse, institutionalized children are all the more

vulnerable to violence, abuse and sexual exploitation.
(b)  Follow-up to the outcome of the special session on children

Report of the Secretary-General on follow-up to the special session of the General Assembly on children                                                                             A/65/226 
II. Follow-up to the special session of the General Assembly

on children

A. Planning for children

9. In addition to disparities by gender, region, urban/rural divide, household income, disability and mother’s education, of growing concern during recent years are the increasing disparities based on ethnicity, with numerous studies indicating widespread neglect of the rights of children belonging to minorities and indigenous populations. The global food, fuel and financial crises that erupted in 2008 led to a worldwide recession and tightening of national budgets in 2009. This has led to widespread concern that disparities in the access to basic social services will prevent children belonging to the most vulnerable communities and families from realizing their rights to survival and development.

B. Promoting the processes of the Convention on the Rights

of the Child

11. Although most Governments continue to move to ensure better compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, efforts must be increased to ensure the rights of all children, especially the world’s poorest girls and boys. The focus on the twentieth anniversary of the Convention represented an important reminder of the need to bridge the gaps that isolate and impoverish the most disadvantaged children, such as those belonging to minority and indigenous groups and children with disabilities.
E. Participation and self-expression of children

24. Youth parliaments and direct involvement in media have further increased the role of children and adolescents and their participation. These initiatives, such as Voices of Youth, have become catalysts for social inclusion and the development of related policies while fostering the participation of children from residential institutions, homeless children and children with disabilities.
III. Progress in the four major goal areas
B. Providing quality education

46. In developing regions overall, girls in the poorest 20 per cent of households are three and a half times more likely to be out of school than girls in the richest households and four times more likely to be out of school than boys from the richest households. In countries close to achieving universal primary education, children with disabilities are the majority of those excluded.

47. Despite progress on gender equity, there are still substantial gaps. Inequalities, disparities and multiple forms of exclusion, related to poverty, conflict, natural disaster, urban/rural disparities, displacement, gender, disability, HIV/AIDS, ethnicity, religion, and caste, are persistent and often hidden in many countries. These disparities are dramatically magnified at the secondary level.

C. Protecting against abuse, exploitation and violence
55. The institutionalization of children with disabilities is still a major challenge, but progress has been made, particularly in Central and Eastern Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States, in systematically integrating across sectors the improved protection of children with disabilities.

· ITEM 66:  Elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance:
(a)  Elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance
Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on its seventy fourth and seventy-fifth sessions 

A/64/18    
III. Consideration of reports, comments and information submitted by States parties under article 9 of the Convention

28. Azerbaijan

C. Positive aspects

(4) The Committee commends the State party for the continuing process of bringing its domestic legislation into line with the provisions of the Convention and other human rights treaties. It welcomes the legislative, administrative and practical measures taken, as well as the constitutional amendments made, to improve the promotion and protection of human rights in the State party since the examination of the fourth periodic report, in particular:

 (c) The ratification by the State party in January 2009 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, as well as of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment;

29. Bulgaria
D. Concerns and recommendations

 (13) The Committee is concerned about the former practice of placing Roma children in special schools reserved for children with disabilities.

It recommends that the State party continue measures to integrate Roma children into mixed schools, in cooperation with civil society organizations.
38. Greece

B. Positive aspects

(3) The Committee welcomes the adoption of Law 3304/2005 on the “Implementation of the principle of equal treatment regardless of race or national origin, religion or other beliefs, disability, age or sexual orientation” in 2005.
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the Report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance

A/65/323
H. Mauritius

52. Mauritius stated that the Equal Opportunities Act adopted by the Assembly in 2008 is not yet in force. It covers the different grounds of discrimination referred to in sections 3 and 16 of the Constitution, as well as age, pregnancy, mental and physical disability and sexual orientation. The Act also provides for the establishment of an Equal Opportunities Commission and an Equal Opportunities Tribunal.
M. Spain

92. In its reply, Spain indicated that the Criminal Code states that “committing an offence for racist or anti-Semitic motives or by reason of any other discrimination related to the victim’s ideology, religion, beliefs, ethnicity, race or nationality is an aggravating circumstance”. The Code also criminalizes the following acts: “1) inciting discrimination, hate or violence against groups or associations for racist or anti-Semitic motives or by reason of ideology, religion, beliefs, family situation, ethnicity, race, nationality, gender, sexual orientation, illness or disability; 2) denial of a public service, by a person whose professional responsibility it is to provide it, to a person entitled to receive that service by reason of ideology, religion, belief, ethnicity, race, nationality; 3) the promotion by associations of discrimination, hate or violence against persons, groups or associations by reason of ideology, religion, belief, ethnicity, race or nationality”. Offices of the public prosecutor for hate crimes have been established in Barcelona and Madrid, with another to be created in Valencia.
· ITEM 68:  Promotion and protection of human rights:
(a) Implementation of human rights instruments

Report of the Committee against Torture                                                      A/65/44(Supp)  

B. Concluding observations on States parties’ reports
50. Azerbaijan
B. Positive aspects

(d) The ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, in 2009.
Involuntary placement in psychiatric institutions

(15) The Committee is concerned about numerous reports of forced confinement in psychiatric hospitals in Nakhchivan, of persons for reasons other than medical (arts. 11 and 16).

The State party should take measures to ensure that no one is involuntarily placed in psychiatric institutions for reasons other than medical. Where hospitalization is required for medical reasons, the State party should ensure that it is decided only upon the advice of independent psychiatric experts and that such decisions can be appealed.

(16) The Committee is concerned about poor conditions in psychiatric institutions outside Baku. It also notes with concern the absence of an independent body to monitor conditions in psychiatric institutions (arts. 11 and 16).

The State party should establish an independent monitoring and inspection system for such facilities. It should improve the living conditions for patients in psychiatric institutions, and ensure that all places where mental health patients are held for involuntary treatment are regularly visited by independent monitoring bodies to guarantee the proper implementation of the safeguards set out to secure their rights.

52. El Salvador
B. Positive aspects

(3) The Committee notes with appreciation that, during the period since it considered the initial report, the State party has ratified the following international instruments:

(a) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (ratified on 13 December 2006 and 14 December 2007 respectively);
53. Republic of Moldova
Psychiatric facilities

(26) The Committee is concerned about the treatment of psychiatric patients, including the lack of legal safeguards and the poor living conditions in places where persons are held for involuntary treatment, as well as about the lack of independent monitoring of such places of deprivation of liberty (arts. 11 and 16).

The State party should improve the living conditions for patients in psychiatric institutions and ensure that all places where mental health patients are held for involuntary treatment are regularly visited by independent monitoring entities to guarantee the proper implementation of the safeguards set out to secure their rights, and that alternative forms of treatment are developed.

Data collection

(30) The Committee recommends that the State party also consider becoming a party to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. The State party is also encouraged to ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

54. Slovakia
The Roma minority

(15) The Committee is concerned about reports of mistreatment of Roma by police officers during arrest and while in custody. It is also concerned about the high percentage of Roma children in schools for children with mental disabilities. It is further concerned about discrimination against the Roma minority, which has led to violations of the rights protected under the Convention (arts. 10 and 16).

(b) Enforce the School Act No 245/2008 by ensuring that Roma children are admitted to mainstream education, unless a proper assessment concludes that the child has a mental disability and the child’s legal guardian has requested placement in a special school. In particular, it should decouple the term “socially disadvantaged” from the term “mental disability”.

Psychiatric facilities

(20) The Committee is concerned about the ill-treatment of psychiatric patients, including the use of net-beds, as well as at the lack of independent monitoring of such places of deprivation of liberty (arts. 11 and 16).

The State party should improve the living conditions for patients in psychiatric institutions and ensure that all places where mental-health patients are held for involuntary treatment are regularly visited by independent monitoring bodies to guarantee the proper implementation of the safeguards laid down to secure their rights, and that alternative forms of treatment are developed.

Data collection

 (23) The Committee invites the State party to become a party to the core United Nations human rights treaties to which it is not yet a party, namely the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Committee invites the State party to ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
55. Spain
B. Positive aspects

(c) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and its Optional Protocol (3 December 2007);
56. Yemen
B. Positive aspects

(4) The Committee welcomes the fact that, in the period since the consideration of the initial report, the State party has ratified or acceded to the following international instruments:

(a) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, in 2009;
57. Austria
(4) The Committee notes with satisfaction that since the consideration of the third periodic report of the State party, the latter has ratified the following international instruments:

(a) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (26 September 2008);
Use of net beds in psychiatric facilities

(25) Notwithstanding the explanation offered by the delegation, the Committee is concerned at the continuing use of net beds as a measure of restraint in psychiatric and social welfare establishments (art. 16).

The State party should immediately cease the use of net beds as it constitutes a violation of article 16 of the Convention.

59. France
B. Positive aspects

(4) The Committee takes note with satisfaction of:

(d) The State party’s ratification, on 18 February 2010, of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
Secure detention

(29) The Committee is deeply concerned about so-called secure detention (rétention de sûreté), established by Act No. 2008-174 of 25 February 2008 on secure detention, and the declaration of exemption from criminal responsibility for reason of mental disorder, and supplemented by Act No. 2010-242 of 10 March 2010, which seeks to reduce the risk of criminal recidivism and establishes various provisions of criminal procedure. Besides the obvious challenge to the principle of legality in criminal proceedings that this measure implies, due to the lack of objectively definable and predictable material criteria, the lack of a causal link between the offence and the possible penalty, and the fact that it can be applied retroactively, the measure, which does not appear to set a time limit on detention, is also likely to raise issues under article 16 (art. 16).
The Committee strongly recommends that the State party consider repealing this provision, which clearly violates the fundamental principle of legality in criminal law, and may potentially conflict with article 16.

60. Jordan
B. Positive aspects

(4) The Committee welcomes that, in the period since the consideration of the initial report, the State party has ratified or acceded to the following international instruments:

(b) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in March 2008;
61. Liechtenstein
Trafficking in persons

(32) The Committee recommends that the State party ratify the core United Nations human rights treaties to which it is not yet party, namely, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.
Involuntary civil placement

(29) The Committee is concerned that the right of persons under involuntary placement to give their consent to treatment and the right to request at any time their own discharge from a psychiatric or social welfare establishment are not explicitly guaranteed by law. In this respect, the Committee notes with appreciation that the State party is considering a formulation regarding the right to request at any time one’s own discharge as part of a future revision of the Social Welfare Act and that the courts interpret the provisions of article 13, paragraph 2, of the Social Welfare Act as empowering such persons to request their own discharge (arts. 2 and 16).

It is strongly recommended that the State party amend the Social Welfare Act so as to expressly provide for the right of persons deprived of their liberty in involuntary civil placements to request at any time their discharge.

62. Switzerland
(25) The Committee invites the State party to ratify the core United Nations human rights treaties to which it is not yet party, namely, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance; the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Conditions of detention

(17) The Committee takes note of information provided by the State party regarding its efforts to create more dignified and more secure conditions for detainees, including the construction in 2008 of the detention centre of La Brenaz, and plans to expand capacity at the Champ Dollon and La Brenaz prisons. However, the Committee notes with concern the acute overcrowding of the Champ Dollon prison, that conditions in Swiss prisons, especially in the French-speaking cantons, are inadequate and that the separation of adults and minors is not always guaranteed. Moreover, the Committee is concerned by the state of health and access to decent health care of detainees, especially those with psychiatric disorders and, above all, those housed in the Frambois holding centre (arts. 11 and 16).

The State party must act immediately to deal with the problem of overcrowding in the Champ Dollon prison and to improve conditions in all Swiss prisons. The Committee urges the State party to make use of alternative and non-custodial sentences and to reduce pretrial detention periods. The State party must also take measures to ensure that minors and adults, as well as detainees serving under different prison regimes, are separated. Finally, it must take steps to ensure the application of legislation and procedures concerning health-care access for all prisoners, especially those with psychiatric problems.

63. Syrian Arab Republic
B. Positive aspects

(4) The Committee welcomes the fact that the State party has ratified or acceded to the following international instruments:

(g) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, on 10 July 2009.
64. Yemen
B. Positive aspects

(4) The Committee welcomes the fact that, in the period since the consideration of the initial report, the State party has ratified or acceded to the following international instruments:

(a) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto, in 2009;
B. Visits carried out during the reporting period

26. During visits, Subcommittee delegations have engaged in empirical fact-finding and discussions with a wide range of interlocutors, including officials of the ministries concerned with deprivation of liberty and with other government institutions, other State authorities such as judicial or prosecutorial authorities, relevant national human rights institutions, professional bodies and representatives of civil society. Where national preventive mechanisms are already in existence, they are important interlocutors for the Subcommittee. Confidential face-to-face interviews with persons deprived of their liberty are the chief means of verifying information and establishing the risk of torture. Delegations also engaged in discussions with staff working in custodial settings and, in the case of the police, also with those working in the investigation process. Interviews were also held with staff of juvenile centres, psychiatric hospitals and military units.

C. Publication of the visit reports of the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture

30. At the time of writing, of the seven visit reports issued to date, only those on Honduras, the Maldives and Sweden, along with the authorities’ responses in the case of Sweden, were in the public domain. The Subcommittee hopes that in due course the authorities of every State party visited will request that the visit report and the authorities’ response to it should be published. Until such time the visit reports remain confidential.

31. Even though the majority of the Subcommittee’s reports are still confidential, the following recommendations from those that have been published are summarized below as they may be useful for other States in the area of prevention of torture:

• Places of deprivation of liberty: With regard to the police, generally speaking the Subcommittee recommends observance and implementation of existing legal safeguards, training in prevention for police personnel and improvement of the material conditions of detention. The Subcommittee has noted with concern that acts of torture and other forms of ill-treatment often take place during the first few hours of detention in police stations, and has therefore emphasized the need for detailed records — giving, for example, the identity of all persons detained, the time of detention and on what grounds — to be kept at police headquarters and for police officials to be trained in their use. With regard to prisons, the recommendations usually refer to the separation of the various categories of prisoners (pretrial/convicted, male/female, minors/adults, in accordance with the relevant international standards), the material conditions in prisons (adequate living space, food and drinking water of adequate quality and in sufficient quantity, etc.) and methods of discipline and punishment, with particular attention to conditions of isolation. Reference is also made to each country’s particular circumstances, for example as regards risk groups such as women, minors, persons with disabilities, indigenous people and Afro-descendants.

V. Cooperation with other bodies

A. Relations with relevant United Nations bodies

54. The Optional Protocol establishes a special relationship between the Committee against Torture and the Subcommittee and provides that both bodies shall hold simultaneous sessions at least once a year.15 The ninth session of the Subcommittee was held simultaneously with part of the forty-third session of the Committee against Torture, and the third joint meeting took place on 17 November 2009. Issues covered in the discussion included implementation of the Optional Protocol, cooperation between the Committee against Torture and the Subcommittee (Optional Protocol, arts. 11 (c), 16, para. 4 (c) and 24), Committee/Subcommittee working group, exchange of information (on countries visited and to be visited by the Subcommittee; and on the Convention against Torture), and the rights of persons with disabilities and their implications for the Committee against Torture and the Subcommittee.
62. The Subcommittee continues to be represented at the inter-committee meetings of United Nations human rights treaty bodies, which are a good opportunity to exchange views with experts whose mandates intersect substantively with the Subcommittee mandate. There are points of common interest among the treaty bodies. The Subcommittee’s work relates in particular to the mandate of the Committee against Torture and the Human Rights Committee, with respect to the rights of persons deprived of liberty, and likewise to the work of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, which covers the rights of children deprived of liberty, and of the Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, as regards the rights of women deprived of liberty. The Subcommittee has also attended a workshop with the Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in Bristol, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, at which an outline for joint work on the situation of persons with disabilities deprived of liberty was drawn up. The Subcommittee has had occasion to cite the Committee against Torture, the Human Rights Committee and the Committee on the Rights of the Child in its reports on its visits to date.

Appendix III

Participation of the members of the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture in Optional Protocol-related activities, April 2009–March 2010

IV. Europe

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

High Level Roundtable on Prevention of Torture, and Roundtable meeting between the Subcommittee and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, organized by the University of Bristol. Bristol, May 2009 (Ms. Silvia Casale, Mr. Victor Rodriguez Rescia, and Secretary of the Subcommittee Mr. Patrice Gillibert).
Report of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families 

A/65/48(Supp) 
III. Summary of the discussion of the first working group on recruitment and employment of migrant domestic workers

17. Lack of awareness of rights, both among migrant domestic workers and employers, was also raised as a matter of concern. In that connection, the point was raised that many employers who hired migrant domestic workers, especially the elderly and the disabled, did not have the financial resources to pay decent wages or to provide adequate conditions.
Note by the Secretary-General submitting the report of the Chairs for the human rights treaty bodies on their twenty-second meeting
A/65/190 
II. Organization of the meeting

2. The Chairs of the following bodies attended: the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Jaime Marchan Romero); the Human Rights Committee (Yuji Iwasawa); the Committee on the Rights of the Child (Yanghee Lee); the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (Abdelhamid el-Jamri); the Committee against Torture (Claudio Grossman); the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (Naéla Gabr); the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (Anwar Kemal); the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Ronald Clive McCallum); and the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Víctor Manuel Rodríguez Rescia).

III. Meeting with civil society representatives and academia

6. The chairs welcomed the historic decision by the European Union to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and expressed the hope that the instrument of ratification would be deposited shortly. Academics and civil society organizations stressed that, while all member States of the European Union were parties to six of the nine core international human rights treaties, European Union compliance with international human rights standards needed to be further enhanced. The scope of States parties’ obligations under the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union was deemed narrower than under international law, focusing on the obligation to respect and paying less attention to the protection and promotion of human rights. In the view of some participants, the Charter of Fundamental Rights, while an important development in the European Union’s human rights framework, did not encompass all of the rights enshrined in the international human rights instruments.

IV. Meeting with representatives of institutions of the European

Union and the Council of Europe

13. Representatives of the European Union institutions referred to instances in which the international human rights instruments and treaty body recommendations had been used as points of reference, for example in relation to the situation of persons with disabilities or the situation of Roma. They gave an overview of the different tools at their disposal to monitor and promote human rights in third countries. Those included human rights dialogues, human rights guidelines and the funding of development projects that might be subject to the compliance of external partners with eight of the nine core international human rights instruments.3 In that regard, some representatives of the European Union institutions acknowledged that a certain degree of discrepancy existed between the European Union’s internal and external human rights policies, and that it hampered to some extent the credibility of the European Union.

14. The meeting recalled the binding nature of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union following the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon, as well as the upcoming ratification by the European Union of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. It was argued that those developments might lead to increased references to treaty body recommendations in the decisions of the European Court of Justice.

VI. Meeting with the European Union Agency for

Fundamental Rights

22. The representatives of the Agency provided examples of research it had undertaken, such as the European Union survey on minorities and discrimination, the European Union-wide survey on violence against women, and research projects on the fundamental rights of persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with mental health problems and on separated asylum-seeking children. While acknowledging the existing interaction between the Agency and certain United Nations human rights treaty bodies, those attending the meeting agreed that such interaction could be further strengthened. For example, Agency country reports to treaty bodies could include a chapter on relevant European Union legislation by which member States were bound. That could facilitate the use by treaty bodies of the Agency’s input in their lists of issues, concluding observations and general comments. It was also agreed that a comprehensive calendar of treaty body sessions would be shared with the Agency to facilitate submissions to individual treaty bodies.

VII. Decisions and recommendations

23. The twenty-second meeting of chairs greatly welcomed the possibility to interact for the first time with key actors at the European level during their annual meeting. They positively acknowledged the existing cooperation with European actors and expressed the wish that such cooperation would be institutionalized and enhanced in the future. They greatly welcomed the decision by the European Union to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and expressed the hope that the instrument of ratification would be deposited shortly.

Annex I

Report of the tenth inter-committee meeting of the human rights treaty bodies

I. Introduction

2. The following members of human rights treaty bodies attended:

Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Mohammed Al Tarawneh (Chair)

Mansur Chowdhury

Jia Yang

II. Opening of the meeting, election of officers and adoption of the agenda

8. Following the statement of Mr. Salama, Naéla Gabr, Chair of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, was confirmed as the Chair/Rapporteur, and Mohammed Al Tarawneh, Chair of the Committee on theRights of Persons with Disabilities, was confirmed as Vice-Chair. The other Vice- Chair, Yanghee Lee, Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, was absent. The participants adopted the agenda (HRI/ICM/2009/1/Add.1), with an additional more general agenda item entitled “future activities of the inter-committee meeting”, and the programme of work.

III. Enhancing the effectiveness of the treaty bodies: a coordinated approach to the work of the treaty bodies

A. Discussion on follow-up to concluding observations 

14. In the absence of a written follow-up procedure, members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child noted that they regularly engaged and participated in followup activities intersessionally at the national and regional levels, supported by OHCHR and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), among others. Representatives of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families informed the meeting that both committees were planning to discuss and adopt a follow-up procedure. The representatives of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities indicated the Committee’s interest in the current practices of treaty bodies with respect to follow-up procedures. The members of the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment underlined that the Subcommittee’s practice differed from that of the other treaty bodies in that the Subcommittee did not consider State party reports, but rather carried out visits to States parties in a confidential procedure. Accordingly, follow-up to its recommendations would potentially differ from that of other treaty bodies, and could include follow-up visits and cooperation with national preventive mechanisms and the special fund established through the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

B. Discussion on follow-up to decisions

25. It was noted that the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities had not yet registered any individual communications, but members of the Committee mentioned that it would examine communications for the first time at its upcoming session in February 2010. It was also noted that neither the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families nor the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights had yet considered individual communications, as the provisions or instrument relating thereto had not yet become operative. Representatives of the Committee on the Rights of the Child mentioned that an open-ended working group of the Human Rights Council on an optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child was currently discussing the possible establishment of an individual communications procedure under the Convention. Nevertheless, the representatives of those treaty bodies that did not have an individual communications procedure expressed a willingness to learn from the experiences of the committees with established systems.

28. The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities noted that the future ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities by the European Union as a region, in addition to individual States parties, would need to be reflected in follow-up procedures as well.

C. Discussion on inquiries and visits

33. Four treaty bodies, namely the Committee against Torture, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights may, on their own initiative, initiate inquiries if they have received reliable information containing well-founded indications of serious or systematic violations of their respective conventions in a State party. Inquiries may be undertaken only with respect to States parties that have recognized the competence of the relevant Committee in this regard. Only the Committee against Torture and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women have used this procedure so far. A brief introduction of the procedure by representatives of the Committee against Torture and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women triggered a number of questions from representatives of those treaty bodies which did not have such a procedure.

Annex II

Report of the eleventh inter-committee meeting of the human rights treaty bodies

I. Introduction

2. The following members of the human rights treaty bodies attended:

Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Ronald Clive McCallum (Chair)

Mohammed Al Tarawneh

II. Opening of the meeting, election of officers and adoption of the agenda
7. Following the statement of the Deputy High Commissioner, Yanghee Lee, Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, was elected Chair/Rapporteur of the eleventh inter-committee meeting, and Ronald Clive McCallum, Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, was elected Vice-Chair. Participants adopted the agenda (HRI/ICM/2010/1) and the programme of work.

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on an evaluation of the use of additional meeting time by the human rights treaty bodies
A/65/317 
F. Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

32. Following the entry into force of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for the eightieth State party on 2 February 2010 and in accordance with article 34, paragraph 2, of the Convention, the membership of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities will increase from the current 12 to 18 members as at 1 January 2011. The Committee currently meets for two one-week sessions a year. As at 5 August 2010, three State party reports were before it and pending consideration. The Committee will consider the first report at its fourth session, in October 2010.
33. Because of the rapid pace of ratification, the growing number of reports due and the complaints and inquiries that accompany ratification, the Committee will require additional meeting time in the near future. Under the current meeting arrangements, if only half of the 76 initial State party reports that are due by the end of 2011 are submitted, the Committee will end the year with a substantial backlog of reports.
(b)  Human rights questions, including alternative approaches for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms
Report of the Secretary-General on moratorium on the use of the death penalty
A/65/280
III. Views reported on the death penalty
F. Cooperation

45. For instance, the Netherlands supports projects for education and public debate on the death penalty in various countries. The Netherlands also supports projects in several countries to provide lawyers with in-depth information on international human rights law relevant to the death penalty, linked to an analysis of the specific legal, social and political backgrounds of the death penalty in the countries concerned. Currently, the Netherlands is supporting a multi-annual project of the International Justice Project, which is studying the most effective way of supporting lawyers in a number of countries, including Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. The Netherlands is looking into the possibility of expanding such activities over the next few years. In addition, the Netherlands reported that its embassy in the United States is facilitating a project by the coalition to abolish the death penalty, which aims to provide information and training, and in some cases support, for lawyers and other practitioners working on capital punishment cases involving mental illness or a learning disability.

V. Protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty

69. Switzerland considered that the norms governing respect for the rights of persons under sentence of death are of crucial importance to ensure that executions are conducted in accordance with States’ international obligations. Switzerland therefore supports the idea of at least working for a more restrictive use of the death penalty by prohibiting its applicability to persons who commit a crime before they have reached the age of 18 (jus cogens, which is reflected in article 6.2 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights) and the execution of pregnant women (Ibid.) and of persons suffering from a mental disability. Switzerland also considers that all forms of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment during the detention of persons under sentence of death (for example, prolonged solitary confinement) and at the time of their execution (for example, stoning) should be strictly prohibited.
Report of the Secretary-General on globalization and its impact on the full enjoyment of all human rights
A/65/171 
II. Replies received from Governments 

Serbia

The strategic objectives of Serbia in the field of human and minority rights and gender equality included the harmonization of the national legislation with European standards and the establishment of institutional mechanisms for exercising guaranteed rights; the balancing and equalization of the socio-economic standards of living of certain minority communities, primarily the Roma community, with that of the majority Serbian population; the achievement of a proportional participation by members of minorities in the judiciary, prosecutors’ offices, police, army and local selfgovernment; the reduction of the social distance between minorities and the majority Serbian population; and the improvement of the situation of persons with disabilities.
Report of the Office of the High Commissioner for human Rights on behalf of the UN Inter-Agency Coordinating Committee on the final evaluation of the implementation of the first phase of the world programme for Human Rights Education
A/65/322 
II. Action at the national level

A. Policies

Human rights and educational policies

19. All 76 responding Governments state that they have educational policies which promote human rights education. Of these, 57 report having policies which explicitly refer to human rights, the right to education and rights-based approaches to the education system. These commitments are integrated in a range of legal and policy frameworks such as constitutions, education laws and legislation and policies related to specific topics such as child protection, disability, gender equality, domestic violence, sexual harassment and minority rights.

B. Policy implementation

Overall national human rights education strategies and plans

36. A majority of countries report that human rights education is included either fully or partially in national plans and strategies on human rights, the fight against racism and discrimination, gender equality, poverty reduction, primary and secondary education, education for all and education for sustainable development. The national evaluation reports provide examples of countries taking this approach. In Costa Rica, human rights education is dealt with in the context of programmes related to violence in schools, the participation of students and relations with the wider community, gender equality and the rights of disabled persons. In New Zealand, human rights education is dealt with in the context of the rights of minority and indigenous groups, resulting in a curriculum document which was developed with the full participation of indigenous groups and which addresses their interests. In Switzerland, human rights education is part of the national plan for education for sustainable development (2007-2014), while in the United Kingdom (Scotland), the Government is providing over £9 million in funding during the period 2008-2011 to organizations tackling racist attitudes and working to improve the lives of ethnic minority communities through, among others, education initiatives.

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the interim report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
A/65/273 
I. Introduction

1. The present report is the twelfth submitted to the General Assembly by the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. It is submitted pursuant to paragraph 38 of General Assembly resolution 64/153 and is the sixth and final report submitted by the present mandate holder. His previous report to the General Assembly (A/64/215 and Corr.1) was devoted to the appalling conditions of detention found by the Special Rapporteur during his country missions. Various factors, including malfunctioning criminal justice systems throughout the world, corruption and a lack of empathy for persons deprived of liberty, have led to a global prison crisis, supported by statistics on the overcrowding of prisons, a high level of pretrial detainees and similar indicators. The Special Rapporteur therefore continues to call upon the General Assembly to take action to improve the situation of the 10 million prisoners and many more detainees in police custody, psychiatric institutions and other places of detention worldwide. In particular, there is an urgent need to draft and adopt a special United Nations convention on the rights of detainees.

II. Activities related to the mandate

B. Country visits

10. The Special Rapporteur conducted a visit to Papua New Guinea from 14 to 26 May 2010. At its conclusion, he expressed his appreciation to the Government for the full cooperation extended to him. The Special Rapporteur was concerned that the police are not always in a position to enforce the rule of law, leading to private security companies carrying out some of the police’s main duties. He was particularly concerned about the lack of capacity to prevent and to investigate crimes relating to domestic violence, tribal fighting and victims of accusations of sorcery. The Special Rapporteur found systematic beatings of detainees upon arrest or within the first hours of detention, many times as a form of punishment. In correctional institutions, those who attempt to escape or succeed in escaping are tortured and disabled upon recapture. The Special Rapporteur was disappointed that the Police Juvenile Policy and Protocols were not implemented. He was also concerned to find boys mixed with adults in male correctional institutions. With regard to women, they are at high risk of abuse, both in the domestic and in the public spheres, with domestic violence being widespread. He also received many allegations of sexual abuse by arresting officers in exchange for release from custody.

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights, including ways and means to promote the human rights of migrants
A/65/222 
III. Issue in focus: the impact of the criminalization of migration on the protection and enjoyment of human rights
B. The impact of the criminalization of migration on specific groups
36. The Special Rapporteur wishes to draw the attention of the General Assembly to the millions of people who have not been formally denied or deprived of nationality but who lack the ability to prove their nationality, or, despite documentation, are denied access to the many human rights that other persons under the jurisdiction of States enjoy. He also wishes to draw attention to allegations about deportations of persons with mental disabilities without judicial guarantees, including the right to be assisted by a lawyer.
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health
A/65/255 
II. The right to health and international drug control

8. The right to health seeks, inter alia, to ensure access to quality health facilities, goods and services without discrimination, including on the grounds of physical or mental disability, or health status.4 Article 2, paragraph 2, and article 3 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights also prohibit discrimination in achieving realization of all rights within the Covenant. As such, an individual’s use of drugs cannot constitute grounds for curtailing her/his rights, irrespective of whether she or he has a recognized dependence syndrome or whether the applicable drug control regime allows for imprisonment or other sanctions. People who use drugs and people who are dependent on drugs possess the same freedoms and entitlements guaranteed by international legal instruments, and both groups experience violations of their rights under the current international drug control regime.
III. Impact of drug control upon realization of the right

to health

B. Discrimination and stigma

24. The stigma created or reinforced through punitive enforcement or treatment regimes also may increase health risks. Targeted abuse and violence towards people who inject drugs by authorities may increase users’ risk of physical and mental illness. Policing practices ranging from surveillance to use of excessive force have been noted to target vulnerable and marginalized populations, and these people ultimately internalize this social suffering and become complicit in their own subordination.

IV. Compulsory treatment for drug dependence and

infringements on the right to health

32. The enjoyment of the right to health includes, inter alia, access to health facilities, goods and services that are scientifically and medically appropriate and of good quality and the “right to be free from interference, such as the right to be free from torture, non-consensual medical treatment and experimentation”. Moreover, article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights declares that “no one shall be subjected without his free consent to medical or scientific experimentation”. States are obliged to respect, protect and fulfil the enjoyment of the right to health, including by refraining from using coercive medical treatments, except in the narrowest possible circumstances for the treatment of mental illness or the prevention and control of communicable diseases. The requirements of informed consent must be observed in administering any treatment for drug dependence — including the right to refuse treatment.
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the independent expert on the human rights obligations related to access to safe drinking water and sanitation
A/65/254  
III. The contributions of human rights to the realization of the Millennium Development Goals, particularly Goal 7

D. Looking beyond averages: non-discrimination
38. Moreover, international human rights instruments not only call for disaggregation between urban and rural areas, but also for assessments of discrimination on grounds of sex, race (including social, national and ethnic origin), disability and political and religious belief, among others. In terms of target 7.C specifically, groups that have been identified as potentially vulnerable or marginalized include women, children, inhabitants of rural and deprived urban areas as well as other poor people, nomadic and traveller communities, refugees, migrants, people belonging to ethnic or racial minorities, elderly people, indigenous groups, persons living with disabilities, people living in water-scarce regions and persons living with HIV/AIDS. Women and girls, in particular, benefit from improved access to water and sanitation as they are frequently responsible for ensuring the provision of water, often at personal risk of physical or sexual assault, and equally when forced to defecate in the open. The human rights framework helps to ensure that the most disadvantaged and marginalized groups are not overlooked in the quest for aggregate progress.
39. How much disaggregation of data is it reasonable to expect, insofar as Millennium Development Goal monitoring is concerned? Some countries have far greater statistical and analytical capacities than others. Data problems are especially acute regarding those living in informal settlements, internally displaced persons, certain ethnic minorities, migrants, persons with disabilities and other vulnerable and marginalized groups who may not be properly reflected in national censuses, administrative records and household surveys. Hence, there is an important capacity-building agenda around the question of national statistical and analytical capacities, without which the distributional impacts and severity of possible human rights harms cannot be anticipated and planned for.
43. There are many useful and viable ways to bring non-discrimination and equity or distributional measures into monitoring. Greater attention is needed to disaggregate not only by reference to rural and urban areas, but also to the upper and lower wealth quintiles of the population. Disaggregation according to sex should be prioritized at the global level in view of the particular challenges, vulnerabilities and discrimination faced by women and girls. In addition to these types of disaggregation, relevant across all countries, a contextualized approach to disaggregation is required. States must identify groups that face discrimination (namely on the grounds of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, disability or any other status) and specifically monitor progress within these groups to be able to target systematic exclusion.

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the interim report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education
A/65/162
II. The right to comprehensive sexual education in international human rights law

A. Standards for the human right to sexual education in the context of United Nations human rights treaties

31. Article 24 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities calls on States to ensure an inclusive education system that ensures a sense of dignity and self-worth and the full development of the mental and physical abilities of such people. Article 25 establishes that States should “provide persons with disabilities with the same range, quality and standard of free or affordable health care and programmes as provided to other persons, including in the field of sexual and reproductive health”.
III. Situation of the right to comprehensive sexual education from the viewpoint of State responsibility

B. Analysis by perspective

62. Another topic frequently omitted from the sexual education curriculum is that of disability. Persons with disabilities often suffer from an unjustified perception of being incompetent or dangerous to themselves. Such prejudices, coupled with laws and practices limiting the legal capacity and ability to act of persons with disabilities, often compromise their right to informed consent, because it is wrongly supposed that they do not have sexual desire or sustain intimate relationships. This amounts to denying an integral part of their personality, namely sexuality, and consequently their right to pleasure and happiness.

IV. Conclusions and recommendations

78. Progress with regard to sexual education has been made in all regions; however, in general there is a worrying lack of comprehensive and sustainable public policies in this area; content is scattered throughout the educational curriculum; and the perspectives of rights, gender, sexual diversity, disability and non-discrimination are not incorporated into the provision of sexual education.

87. On the basis of these conclusions, the Special Rapporteur recommends that States should:

 (d) In establishing the curriculum and the educational content of sexual education, provide for the inclusion and expansion of a holistic perspective that does not focus exclusively on biology and ensure that, inter alia, the gender dimension, human rights, new patterns of male behaviour, diversity and disability are included;
Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the independent expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty
A/65/259 
II. Human rights and social protection

11. States must comply with the international human rights legal framework when designing, implementing, monitoring and evaluating social protection programmes. To be sure, human rights standards do not provide answers to all the challenges faced by policymakers when designing social protection programmes. They do, however, impose legally binding obligations governing the discretion of States. Those obligations not only require States to put social protection systems in place, but also determine the manner in which they do so (obligations related to the process) and the intended results of such systems (obligations related to the outcome). Moreover, rights-based social protection measures help States to fulfil several human rights obligations, including ensuring the enjoyment of the right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; the right to education, the protection of the family and maternity benefits; the right to fair and equal remuneration for work; and the specific rights of vulnerable groups such as children, older persons and persons with disabilities.

III. The contribution of social protection to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals

A. Eradicating extreme poverty and hunger (Goal 1)

17. At a basic level, social protection has the potential to shield the most vulnerable segments of society from various “shocks”. These include personal crises such as lack of income due to unemployment, disability or sickness, as well as crises at the macro level such as economic slowdowns, large-scale structural adjustments or, increasingly, crises due to climate-change-related environmental degradation (including crop failures, flooding and droughts). By transferring resources to those in need, social protection increases consumption, reduces a household’s extreme vulnerabilities and prevents further deterioration in living conditions. Evidence suggests that without social protection, there will be, inter alia, an increase in poverty and the prevalence of child labour and HIV/AIDS, higher levels of exclusion from access to health and education, and low access to productive activities. Social protection also helps to keep individuals who live on or close to the poverty line from backsliding into poverty following a sudden loss of income or increase in expenses.
B. Achieving universal primary education (Goal 2)
26. Several studies indicate a strong positive correlation between a family’s vulnerability to economic shocks and a child’s early entry into the labour market and reduced school attendance. A family that experiences a severe shock, for example, may have to remove a child from school in order to send him or her to work. Evidence from Latin America suggests that greater family access to risk management instruments, such as unemployment benefits or disability benefits, directly reduces the prevalence of child labour.

IV. Gender inequalities and the implementation of social protection systems

A. Gender inequality and vulnerability to poverty

49. Gender inequality causes and perpetuates poverty. Gender-based discrimination limits women’s opportunities to gain access to education, decent work, land ownership, credit, inheritance and other economic resources, thus increasing their likelihood of living in extreme poverty. Other factors, including age, ethnicity, race, disability and health status, compound the discrimination that women face and affect their living conditions. Accordingly, it is widely accepted that improving the situation of women is essential for sustainable development. Eliminating extreme poverty in the long run, therefore, requires careful consideration of the various types of risks and the vulnerability to poverty experienced by men and boys and by women and girls.

V. A human rights approach to social protection for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals

C. Respecting the principles of equality and non-discrimination

75. Accepting these principles entails both carefully screening policy choices to prevent the unfair exclusion of disadvantaged and disempowered groups — in particular, persons with disabilities, older persons, indigenous peoples, minorities and persons with HIV/AIDS — and actively seeking out ways to ensure that they are reached. In this regard, social protection programmes must be physically and culturally accessible. This means, for example, that benefits must be distributed within a safe physical distance and that transportation or opportunity costs must be taken into account. Outreach and information regarding programmes must be specifically designed to reach groups that are particularly vulnerable or excluded; examples include radio announcements and community plays aimed at overcoming illiteracy. Information about programmes must be available in the languages of minorities, indigenous peoples and immigrant populations.

76. Accessibility also requires that policymakers assess and take into account any possible discriminatory impact of the manner in which grants or transfers are disbursed. For example, owing to limited mobility (such as that of persons with disabilities and older persons), lack of familiarity with electronic methods of payment (such as through the use of debit cards and mobile phones) and the gender impact (such as when queues are guarded by armed personnel), modes of disbursement could have unintended discriminatory effects. 

77. Furthermore, registration processes can exacerbate social inequalities. What may appear to be a standard requirement can lead to the exclusion of linguistic minorities or persons with disabilities. Administrative barriers that inadvertently discriminate against those living in extreme poverty — for example, by requiring expensive identification documents, or requiring birth registration documents in areas where many people are not registered at birth — should be removed.

(c)  Human rights situations and reports of special rapporteurs and representatives
Report of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea                                                             A/65/391 
II. Overview of the human rights situation in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
B. International human rights law

23. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is not a party to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Optional Protocol thereto, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families or the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Calls for the ratification of those instruments by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea have been made on several occasions, including during the universal periodic review process, and by various treaty bodies.
III. Cooperation with international human rights mechanisms

D. Universal periodic review of the Human Rights Council

43. Some of the intervening States urged the Government to accelerate its efforts to accede to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and to implement those conventions to which the State was already a party. The State was also advised to consider joining the International Labour Organization and to accede to its core conventions, especially those on child labour.

V. Assistance for the promotion of humanitarian conditions and protection of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea provided by the United Nations system

B. United Nations Population Fund

57. The questionnaire included queries about housing, education, migration, economic activity, maternal mortality and disability. On the basis of the data collected in the census, the Government and the United Nations should be able to develop planning that better reflects conditions and needs.

61. It was reported that 2.5 per cent of the population have impaired mobility and 2.4 per cent have visual problems. Smaller percentages of the population reportedly have hearing and mental disabilities.

C. World Food Programme
66. Continued large-scale food shortages and the heavy emphasis on cereal production have dietary repercussions because of the low numbers of livestock and poultry and the limited availability of vegetables and legumes. The inadequacy of the people’s diet also translates into widespread micronutrient deficiencies among young children and pregnant and lactating women in particular, making them susceptible to infectious diseases, physical and mental development disorders, poor labour productivity and an increased risk of premature death.

VI. Conclusions and recommendations

84. I encourage the Government to ratify the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Optional Protocol thereto, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and to review domestic laws so as to ensure that they are in compliance with its international treaty obligations.

Report of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
A/65/370 
I. Introduction

2. Since the previous report of the Secretary-General and the adoption of resolution 64/176, there have been further negative developments in the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Some encouraging milestones and positive developments, such as the country’s ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in October 2009, its submission of long-overdue periodic reports to the Human Rights Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the completion of its universal periodic review before the Human Rights Council were unfortunately overshadowed by an intensified crackdown on human rights defenders, in particular women’s rights activists, journalists and Government opponents in relation to post-election unrest in June 2009. Concerns about torture, arbitrary detentions and unfair trials continued to be raised by United Nations human rights mechanisms. There was a noticeable increase in application of the death penalty, including in cases involving political opponents and juvenile offenders. Discrimination persisted against minority groups and in some cases amounted to persecution.
III. Cooperation with international human rights mechanisms and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

B. Cooperation with the United Nations human rights treaty system

47. On 23 October 2009, the Islamic Republic of Iran acceded to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, bringing to five the number of conventions to which it is a party.
IV. Conclusions and recommendations

56. The Secretary-General welcomes the recent ratification by the Islamic Republic of Iran of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and calls on the Government to also ratify other international human rights treaties, in particular the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and to withdraw the reservations it has made upon signing and ratifying various human rights treaties, as recommended by the respective treaty bodies. The Secretary- General also welcomes the Government’s submission of its long-outstanding periodic reports under the human rights treaties, in particular to the Human

Rights Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar 

A/65/368 
III. Human rights issues
C. Ethnic parties and protection of civilians

60. The Special Rapporteur has consistently raised the issue of landmines, which both the Myanmar military and non-State armed groups have been using for many years. While the Special Rapporteur notes that the military’s use of landmines may have decreased significantly in eastern Myanmar in 2009 and 2010 as the level of conflict has waned, he is concerned that previously laid mines remain largely in place. Although fewer non-State armed groups continue to use landmines today, there are reports of renewed use by some groups in the context of increasing tensions around negotiations over border guard force conversion. Civilians continue to constitute the majority of reported mine victims, particularly along the Thai- Myanmar border where displaced people have been returned. The Special Rapporteur encourages the Government of Myanmar to work with the United Nations country team and humanitarian partners to develop a framework to improve the situation, starting with the granting of permission to local humanitarian agencies to carry out mine risk education, provide victim assistance and improve the mapping of mine-affected areas. The Special Rapporteur urges Myanmar to ratify the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty, which an overwhelming number of Member States have already done. He further recommends that the Government consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
(d)  Comprehensive implementation of and follow-up to the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for  Human Rights 

A/65/36(Supp) 

II. Human Rights Council

A. Regular and special sessions, including subsidiary mechanisms
7. The Council has continued to maximize the use of panel discussions on abroad range of human rights issues, including emerging ones. In addition to its annual discussion on women’s rights and the right of the child, it held panel discussions on the human rights of migrants in detention centres; the impact of the global economic and financial crises on the universal realization and effective enjoyment of human rights; the United Nations declaration on human rights education and training; the human rights of persons with disabilities; the right to the truth; the adverse effects of the movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights; trafficking in persons; and the protection of journalists in armed conflict.

III. Human rights treaty bodies

A. Developments

25. The number of treaty bodies has increased as new treaties have entered into force. The Committee for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance will soon be the tenth treaty body. New instruments allowing individual complaints procedures are being created: the Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights counts more than 30 signatures and recently received its first ratification, whereas an individual complaints procedure under the Committee on the Rights of the Child was discussed during the first meeting of an intergovernmental working group in December 2009. Lastly, because of an increased number of ratifications, the membership of three treaty bodies has expanded: the Committee on Migrant Workers, the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

26. In 2009 and the first half of 2010, OHCHR assisted in the operationalization of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities by organizing its sessions, assisting in the elaboration of rules of procedure and organizing, with the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the conferences of States parties. The Committee has also begun to receive individual complaints under the Optional Protocol to the Convention.

27. OHCHR, together with the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, provides support to the Inter-Agency Support Group, which promotes the implementation of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol, at both the country and headquarters levels. The Group has developed guidelines for United Nations country teams on the Convention. This forum was also used to assess and improve the level of accessibility of persons with disabilities to the United Nations and the specialized agencies.
