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Item 3

15-September, morning.
Annual report of the SRSG for Children and Armed Conflict to the Human Rights Council
Report
(paragraph 39).
39. The Office of the Special Representative, in collaboration with the efforts undertaken by the Representative of the Secretary-General on the human rights of internally displaced persons, stresses the need to address some of the key protection concerns for children displaced as a result of conflict, including the need for a proper registration system for separated and unaccompanied children that promotes early family tracing and reunification; the care and protection of children with disabilities and with critical medical conditions; and, where appropriate, the need to ensure that children identified as being formerly associated with armed groups are separated from adults, granted legal protection and linked to services for swift rehabilitation and reintegration.

15-September, afternoon.
Report of the SR on contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and consequences, Ms. Gulnara Shahinian

Main Report
No references to persons with disabilities.

Report of the SR on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, Ms. Najat M´jid Maala.  
Main report
No references to children with disabilities.

Mission to Latvia
(paragraphs 14 and 67).

14. Latvia (…) is not a party to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, and has only signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

67. (…) Of the remaining adoptable children, the Government reported that 484 of them had a disability or serious health problem. The Special Rapporteur encourages the Government to pursue measures to encourage the adoption of children in these two categories, including psychological and financial support to adoptive families, medical and psychological follow-up and support of those children, as well as awareness-raising campaigns. In 2008, 83 foreign adopters were granted permission to adopt children from Latvia, 31 less than in 2007. The Minister reported that as of 2003, several legislative acts were passed in implementation of the 1993 Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption. The Minister added that procedures binding Orphans’ Courts’ decisions regarding adoptions are now more clearly prescribed.

Mission to Estonia
No references to persons with disabilities.

16- September, morning.
Report of the IE on human rights and international Solidarity, Mr. Rudi Muhammand Rizki.  
Main report
(paragraph 9).

9. The independent expert is aware that the present report was written against the backdrop of a world faced by multiple crises - fuel, food, economic and financial - which in turn gave primacy to the urgent and unequivocal need for international solidarity. The argument in favour of international solidarity as a principle or, more precisely, a cardinal principle of public international law, in particular, international human rights law, is reinforced now more than ever. Global interdependence, which underpins the continuous processes of globalization, brings many advantages to humanity, but also disadvantages, as demonstrated by these crises. While the financial crisis has a major impact on all States and communities, the hardest hit are the poorer countries, and underprivileged peoples in all countries, as they are the most vulnerable and least able to deal with the challenges posed. Vulnerable groups include women, children, minorities, indigenous peoples, migrants, refugees and persons with disabilities. Another global phenomenon, climate change, like the multiple crises, is linked in both cause and consequence, to the individual and collective actions of States and other actors, and underscores the need for international and global solidarity. At its tenth special session in February 2009, the Council urged that a human rights perspective be mainstreamed into the international community’s approach to the global economic and financial crisis. States are not relieved of their human rights obligations in times of crisis. Measures of international solidarity and cooperation to protect the most vulnerable groups and individuals most adversely affected or threatened by the crises need to be put in place. One factor that is clearly visible in all crisis situations, including climate change, is the role of non-State actors; in this context, the independent expert reiterates his call for global solidarity, mandating cooperation among all stakeholders: States, international and non-governmental organizations, the private sector and all individuals.
Report of the IE on the Issue of human rights obligations related to access to safe drinking water and sanitation, Ms. Catarina de Alburquerque.
Main report
(paragraphs 53, 54, 65, 73, 75 and 76).

53. More broadly, discrimination and exclusion play a significant role with regard to access to sanitation. It is often the poorest and the most marginalized groups who lack access to sanitation. According to UNDP, the majority of people without access to sanitation live on less than 2 United States dollars a day. Minority groups, migrants, indigenous peoples, refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), prisoners and detainees, and persons with disabilities also suffer discrimination which may affect their access to sanitation. Sanitation workers face particular stigmatization for having a job which is perceived as “unclean” or lowly. Such groups often have little influence on policy formulation and resource allocation at the national and local levels, making it difficult for them to improve their access to sanitation.

54. The International Covenants on Civil and Political Rights and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, in their articles 2, both provide that the rights contained in those Covenants should be enjoyed without discrimination. Article 26 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights further provides for equal protection under the law, including “effective protection against discrimination”. The treaty bodies have raised the issue of sanitation in the context of discussions on discriminatory treatment in their dialogues with States parties. For example, they have expressed concern about sanitation for Roma people, Dalits, refugees and asylum-seekers, indigenous peoples, religious minorities, and migrants. The Special Rapporteur on torture has also specifically addressed sanitation with regard to persons with disabilities
.

65. States must realize their human rights obligations related to sanitation in a non discriminatory manner. They are obliged to pay special attention to groups particularly vulnerable to exclusion and discrimination in relation to sanitation, including people living in poverty, sanitation workers, women, children, elderly persons, people with disabilities, people affected by health conditions, refugees and IDPs, and minority groups, among others. Priority should be given to meeting the needs of these groups and, where necessary, positive measures should be adopted to redress existing discrimination and to ensure their access to sanitation. States are obliged to eliminate both de jure and de facto discrimination on grounds of race, colour, sex, age, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, physical or mental disability, health status, or any other civil, political, social or other status.

73. Sanitation facilities must also be technically safe to use, which means that the superstructure is stable and the floor is designed in a way that reduces the risk of accidents (e.g. by slipping). People must be enabled to use them safely at night, whether through lighted paths, flashlights, or other measures. Furthermore, special attention should be paid to the safety needs of persons with disabilities, as well as the safety needs of children. Maintenance is crucial to guarantee technical safety.

3. Physical accessibility

75. Sanitation facilities must be physically accessible for everyone within, or in the immediate vicinity of, each household, health or educational institution, public institutions and places, and the workplace. Physical accessibility must be reliable, including access at all times of day and night. The location of sanitation facilities must ensure minimal risks to the physical security of users. This has particular implications for the path leading to the facility, which should be safe and convenient for all users, including older people and persons with disabilities and it must be maintained in this state. Moreover, sanitation facilities should be constructed in a way that minimizes the risk of attack from animals or people, particularly for women and children.

76. Sanitation facilities should be designed in a way that enables all users to physically access them, including, especially, those with special access needs, such as children, persons with disabilities, elderly persons, pregnant women, parents accompanying children, chronically ill people and those accompanying them. Considering the needs of these groups would have implications for the entrance size, the interior space, hand rails or other support mechanisms, the position of defecation, as well as other aspects.
Mission to Costa Rica
(Paragraph 75a)
75. The new water law should:

(a) Expressly recognize, in the light of the jurisprudence of the Constitutional Chamber, and taking into account general comment No. 15 (2002) on the right to water of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, that access to sufficient, safe, acceptable, physically accessible and affordable water for personal and domestic uses constitutes a fundamental human right and a prerequisite for the realization of other rights enshrined in the International Bill of Rights, especially the right to life and the right to health;

Mission to Egypt
No references to persons with disabilities.

Report of the SR on the adverse effects of the movement and dumpling of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human rights,                       Mr. Okechukwu Ibeanu.
Main report
(page 2 par.3), (paragraphs 21, 25, 28 and recommendation 65 (d and e).

Summary

Working in shipbreaking yards is a dirty and dangerous job. Every year, a great number of workers die or are seriously injured because of work-related accidents or occupational diseases related to long-term exposure to hazardous materials present on end-of-life ships. Workers do not usually receive any information or safety training. They live in makeshift facilities which often lack basic minimum requirements such as sanitation, electricity and even drinking water. There is a general lack of medical facilities and social protection, and injured workers or their relatives hardly receive any compensation for work-related accidents resulting in fatal injuries or permanent disabilities.

21. Shipbreaking activities expose workers to a wide range of workplace activities or conditions which may cause death, permanent or temporary disabilities, injuries, ill health and occupational diseases. While some kinds of accidents, like falls from elevated surfaces or injuries occurring during metal cutting and disposal, lie outside the scope of his mandate, other hazardous work-related activities are closely linked to the unsafe management or handling of hazardous substances. These include entry into confined, enclosed or other dangerous atmospheres, paint removal, bilge and ballast water removal, oil/fuel removal and tank cleaning. Many accidents are reportedly due to explosions caused by flammable gases not previously freed from the ship tank. The Special Rapporteur notes that most of the medical facilities established on or just outside the shipbreaking yards only provide first aid, but are not equipped to deal with

serious accidents.
25. Due to the informal nature of working arrangements, workers are not covered by social protection schemes, and do not receive any benefit in case of injury, sickness, temporary or permanent disability in the case of occupational accidents or diseases. Injured workers or relatives of deceased workers receive hardly any compensation for work-related accidents resulting in fatal injuries or permanent disabilities. When compensation is paid, the amount received is generally much lower than the amount stipulated by the law. In case of accidents, employers usually pay for first treatment and immediate medical expenses, but not for long-term medical treatment or for expenses linked to chronic work-related diseases. If a worker is affected by an occupational disease, he is often unable to retain or find further employment opportunities in any of the yards.

28. There are no comprehensive statistical data on persons who died or became disabled as a result of occupational accidents in the shipbreaking industry. The authorities rarely keep records on accidents occurring at shipbreaking facilities. In Bangladesh, for example, neither the yard owners nor public authorities appear to collect statistical data about deaths and disabilities caused by accidents at shipbreaking yards. According to media reports, more than 400 workers were killed and 6,000 seriously injured between 1985 and 2005 in Bangladesh, but NGOs estimate that at least 1,000 people have died in Chittagong due to accidents over the last decades. When official figures exist, they appear to be largely underestimated. According to official figures, for example, there were 434 incidents at the Alang yards between 1996 and 2003, killing 209 workers; however, NGOs fear that that the number of workers who died or became disabled as a result of work accidents may be much higher.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

65. (d) Data collection. Ship-recycling States and yard owners should collect disaggregated statistical data on an annual comparative basis on workers who die or become disabled as a result of work-related accidents or occupational diseases, and make these data publicly available;

(e) Ship-recycling fund. States and the shipping industry should consider establishing a ship-recycling fund to support the upgrade of facilities in accordance with the new Convention requirements and promote the development of alternative methods of ship dismantling (with a view to phasing-out “beaching” in the longer term). They should also consider the creation of a fund for victims of accidents and their families, aimed at providing adequate compensation to injured workers or relatives of deceased workers for work-related accidents or occupational diseases resulting in death or permanent disabilities;
28-September, afternoon
Report of the SR on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indegenous people, Mr. James Anaya.
Main Report 
(paragraph 52)
52. The building of confidence and the possibility of genuine consensus also depends on a consultation procedure in which indigenous peoples’ own institutions of representation and decision-making are fully respected, as explicitly required by the Declaration (art. 19) and ILO Convention No. 169 (art. 6, para. 1 (a)). The Special Rapporteur notes that indigenous peoples may also need to develop or revise their own institutions, through their own decision-making procedures, in order to set up representative structures to facilitate the consultation processes. The Special Rapporteur has noted that the failure of indigenous groups to clarify their representative organization structures can confuse and slow down the consultation process. In this respect, it may be helpful to bear in mind that the Declaration recalls that the functioning of indigenous institutions should be “in accordance with international human rights standards” (art. 34) and calls for particular attention “to the rights and special needs of indigenous elders, women, youth, children and persons with disabilities”, including in the elimination of all forms of discrimination and violence against indigenous children and wome. (art. 22).
Mission to Brazil
No references to persons with disabilities.
Mission to Nepal
No references to persons with disabilities.
Mission to Peru
No references to persons with disabilities.

Item 5

Note by the HC transmitting to the HRC the report of the sixteenth meeting of 

Special Procedures of the HRC.

Report
(paragraph 3, 42, 43 and 46).

3. During the meeting, the mandate holders held exchanges of views with the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the President of the Human Rights Council and members of the Bureau, and the former President of the Council. Participants held a joint meeting with participants attending the twenty-first meeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies, and had exchanges of views with the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on violence against children and the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on the Prevention of Genocide. They met with representatives of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and national human rights

institutions (NHRIs).
C. Human rights and disabilities

42. Participants had an exchange of views with the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Mohammed Al-Tarawneh, who said that the adoption of the Convention marked a new era in which persons with disabilities would no longer have to suffer from an unequal application of human rights, but positive measures were essential to enable persons with disabilities to enjoy their human rights on equal terms with the other members of society. He welcomed the fact that the special procedures had included disability issues in their agenda and noted that his Committee was considering including a specific reference to cooperation with the special procedures in its working methods.

43. Participants welcomed the adoption of the Convention and the creation of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. They noted the need to include attention to the rights of persons with disabilities in their mandates and to create enhanced avenues for cooperation. Mandate holders raised issues regarding the vulnerability of impaired children; victims of terrorism facing disabilities; the possibility of persons with disabilities to exercise their legal capacity; persons with disabilities in conflict or post-conflict situations suffering traumatic stress or who had become physically disabled as result of a conflict. Participants also expressed their readiness to cooperate with the Committee.

46. Participants highlighted the importance of the committees’ general comments in their work. New dimensions or focus areas should be included in the work of special procedures, for example, migration, in particular by the mandate holders on housing and trafficking; children living in prisons with parents; considering people in conflict and post-conflict situations as victims of discrimination; torture and inadequate housing; and the situation of people with disabilities.
Item 10

30-September, afternoon
Report of the SR on the situation of human rights in Cambodia, Mr. Surya Prasad Subedi
Main Report
No references to persons with disabilities.
�A/63/175, paras. 53 and 66.


 





