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Item 10, Interactive dialogue with the Independent Expert on Haiti
This statement is on behalf of the European Disability Forum, a member of IDA, the International Disability Alliance.

The January 12th earthquake in Haiti resulted in the deaths of about 230,000 people. About 300,000-450,000 people were injured, and about 2000-4000 people have had amputations as a result of the earthquake. Many people have had spinal cord injuries and are experiencing post-traumatic stress. About 800,000 people, or 6-7% of the population, had disabilities before the earthquake. This number is expected to continue to rise as a result of the earthquake.

In humanitarian crisis situations such as natural disasters, persons with disabilities are often forgotten, and they lack to access to basic necessities such as food, water, medical care and rehabilitation services but also access to information in all accessible formats, including sign language. People who already experience severe discrimination face the same challenges but in new contexts resulting from displacement. 

For example, Deaf people who are in crisis situations are usually the last to know where to find emergency food, water or medical aid, and have been discriminated against already before the earthquake. Indeed, discrimination against deaf people is a serious problem in Haiti, where the culture reportedly places deaf people at the bottom of the ladder and where they are treated with contempt. Today, many deaf persons now staying in camps in Haiti are concerned about their access to food, health care and work. Many of them live in hunger and more food needs urgently to be petitioned for. While some deaf people are working and therefore have money and can buy food, others do not have money to purchase food. Moreover, many deaf persons living in the camps are desperate to find work so that they can be self-sufficient. Access to health care is also a major concern for deaf persons due to, not only the limited health care services available, but also due to the lack of qualified and professional sign language interpreters available. As access to health care is difficult if not impossible without a qualified interpreter, the lack of interpreter services needed exposes deaf people in Haiti further. Another concern with the health care services is the scarcity of medical staff who possess the skills and experience needed for communicating with deaf people.
Haiti has ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (the CRPD) and its Optional Protocol. Article 11 of the Convention requires that States take all necessary measures to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including humanitarian emergencies and natural disasters. This means that persons with disabilities must have access to all mainstream humanitarian services. In addition, some specialized services are required such as rehabilitation services.

UN agencies, cooperating States and other partners should ensure that mainstream services, shelter sites and temporary housing are accessible to all.  People with disabilities must be able to access food, water, and sanitation facilities. Merely restoring facilities to the way they were before the disaster should not be the goal. Rather, efforts should help to reduce vulnerability. Work programs for displaced persons should be inclusive of all persons with disabilities.

Reconstruction efforts must avoid recreating the exclusion of people with disabilities with new or existing barriers. They should not create new situations of exclusion or further widen the gap between the economic opportunities of persons with disabilities and those of other people. Reconstruction actions should be equally inclusive and beneficial for all persons, including persons with disabilities, and should provide access to education, health, sustainable livelihoods, community living, political participation such as voting, and public participation. In addition, the establishment of own organizations of persons with disabilities should be strengthened and encouraged as this has proven to promote positive development .
Persons with disabilities affected by the disaster need to be included in the development process and in the design of new public spaces, and they should be consulted on reconstruction and accommodation needs.

Thank you for your attention.

