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References to persons with disabilities 
May 31st, 2010

Item 2: Update by the High Commissioner followed by General debate: 
Item 2: High Commissioner's statement:
· Maternal mortality: Every year, more than half a million women and girls die, and millions more are disabled through pregnancy and childbirth.
· Haiti: Protecting displaced persons with disabilities continues to be a matter of priority.

Item 2: General debate: 

Mexico: Some groups need special attention, like persons with disabilities, who are excluded from the Millennium Development Goals and whose situation to date has been addressed in a limited way in development plans and programs in a national and international level. It is necessary to include disability in a transversal way in the MDGs, as well as in programs on development cooperation.
Austria: Austria also shared the view that persons belonging to vulnerable groups in societies, be they minorities, indigenous peoples, migrants, children, women or persons with disabilities, all disproportionately suffered from marginalization, exclusion and inequality. It was of particular importance to give these people a voice and allow them to be heard in international foro.

New Zealand: In her update, the High Commissioner had noted that women and girls often experienced multiple forms of discrimination, adding that every year more than half a million women and girls died and millions more were disabled through pregnancy and childbirth, and, furthermore, that these deaths were not inevitable. New Zealand shared the concern about this problem.
Sudan: The last national elections were accessible to persons with disabilities.
Maldives: Maldives intended to use its membership on the Human Rights Council to focus, in particular, on five main issues: women’s rights; children’s rights; the rights of persons with disabilities; torture prevention; and environmental rights.
Item 3: Promotion and Protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development:

Item 3: Ms. Farida Shaheed (IE on the field of cultural rights): 

· I proposed to focus on two broad areas: a) Ensuring cultural rights in globalization and development processes including issues of media pluralism, and the impact of information technologies; and how to involve communities in formulating and applying best practices: b) Issues concerning the right to participate, to access and to contribute to cultural life without any discrimination, starting with cultural rights within the education system, freedom of scientific research and creative activity, and to right to benefit from scientific progress and to access cultural heritage.

· As mandated, I shall ensure a gendered perspective on cultural rights and address the cultural rights of persons with disabilities in both categories.

Item 3:  Mr. Jorge Bustamante (SR on the human rights of migrants):

No references to persons with disabilities.

June 1st, 2010

Item 3: Promotion and Protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development:

Item 3: General debate (IE on the field of cultural rights and SR on the human rights of migrants)

China: We must respect the right to cultural life of vulnerable groups such as persons with disabilities.

Canada: In questions, Canada asked how the Independent Expert planned to address cultural rights for individuals in whom gender and disability rights intersected; and how did she plan to encourage cooperation between herself and the Special Procedures, treaty bodies and inter-Governmental organizations.
Morocco: Moroccan law punished discrimination based on legally defined elements, such as health status, disability or on the basis of ethnicity, nationality, race or religion.
NHRIs

New Zealand Human Rights Commission: The New Zealand Human Rights Commission was particularly concerned about the rights of migrants with disabilities.
Item 3: Mr. John Ruggie (SRSG & HR Transnational corporations):

No references to persons with disabilities.
Item3: Mr. Cephas Lumina (IE on HR & Foreign debt):

No references to persons with disabilities.
Item 3: Mr. Vernon Muñoz Villalobos (SR on right to education):

· It was of a particular importance to increase the efforts to identify disabled migrants or refugees and ensure their access to the same educational opportunities that nationals enjoyed. Disability in itself was a condition that undermined social opportunities and in the case of migrant or refugee population, had a particularly grave impact on the rights of people with different abilities and made them doubly or triply discriminated against.
· Mission to Mongolia: The attention of students with disabilities is still a main challenge for this Country.
Statements by Concerned Countries:

Mongolia: Mongolia was proud of the targets it had achieved with regard to education, but was fully aware of the difficulties and challenges it faced with regard to education, and took note of the recommendations contained in the report, in particular with regard to children with disabilities.
June 2nd, 2010

Item 3: Promotion and Protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development:

Item 3: General debate (SRSG & HR Transnational corporations, IE on HR & Foreign debt and SR on right to education):

Brazil: on the right of the education, the third National Programme on Human Rights of Brazil recommended that the educational system respected and promoted diversity and focused since the early stages on the interaction among all children of every ethnic, cultural backgrounds and migrant situation, as well as children with any sort of physical or mental disability.

National Commission of Mexico: The National Commission of Mexico attended to complaints related to alleged violations of the right to education and the specific problems faced by vulnerable groups such as indigenous people, rural communities or people with disabilities.
Dialogue with Experts on Independence of Lawyers and Human Rights while Countering Terrorism and Presentation of Joint Study on Secret Detention
No references to persons with disabilities.
Panel discussion on giving voice to the victims of human trafficking
No references to persons with disabilities.
June 4th, 2010

Item 3: Promotion and Protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development:

Item 3: cont´d (Clustered Interactive Dialogue with: SR on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, SR on extrajudicial summary or arbitrary executions and SR on trafficking in person, especially women):

No references to persons with disabilities 

Item 3: Panel discussion on protection of journalists in armed conflict:

No references to persons with disabilities.
Item 3: (Clustered Interactive Dialogue with: Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standards of physical and mental health, Independent Expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty and  Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequence)

- Mr. Anand Grover (Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standards of physical and mental health):

No references to persons with disabilities.
- Ms. María Magdalena Sepulveda (Independent Expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty):

No references to persons with disabilities. 
Concerned Countries:

Zambia: Early this years Government ratified the CRPD, as such the domestication of human rights treaties is an on-going process.
- Mr. Rashida Manjoo (Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequence):

No references to persons with disabilities.
- General Debate: 

Cuba: programs of protection and social security should not be exclusive to the elderly, should also be extended to people with disabilities, children and disadvantaged groups in general.
Bangladesh: Concerning this mandate, Bangladesh believed that more work needed to be done for the protection of the right to health of vulnerable groups like women, children, persons with disabilities, migrants and persons living with HIV/AIDS.  
June 7th, 2010

Annual-day discussion on women´s human rights

“Empowering women through education”
- Mr. Vernor Muñoz Villalobos (SR on the Rights to Education):

It should be considered also that the difficulties faced by girls and young women are often compounded by other types of exclusion related to disability, ethnic or geographical origin, sexual preferences and religious beliefs. Illiteracy is predominantly female.
- Ms. Catarina de Alburquerque (IE on the issue of human rights obligations related to access to safe drinking water and sanitation):

No references to persons with disabilities.
- Ms. Rashida Manjoo (SR on violence against women, its causes and consequences):

It increases the likelihood that they will enter into an early marriage and significantly heightens the risk of contracting HIV and of dying or being disabled in pregnancy or childbirth. 

Girls who are of a different ethnicity, poor, disabled, less “feminine” or in any other way distinguished from the “norm” are susceptible to be targeted.
To ensure that women are empowered through education states must act proactively to remove barriers and other impediments to girls´ access to school and education. This may include targeted programmes to increase access to education to girls especially from marginalized and minority groups.

- Ms. Cecilia Baldeh (Chief of Education, UNICEF, Sudan): 

No references to persons with disabilities.
- Ms. Susana Villaran de la Puente (Expert member of the Committee on the Rights of the Child):

No references to persons with disabilities.
- Ms. Neha Sood (Youth Coalition for Sexual and Reproductive Rights, Indie):

Access to education remained unequal. In general, girls had less access to education, especially those in impoverished households, in rural areas, living with disabilities, belonging to indigenous or minority communities, discriminated castes, tribes or races, and those who did not conform to social norms of gender and sexuality.
- Ms. Amina Lemrini (Member of Morrocco´s National Advisory Council on Human Rights):

No references to persons with disabilities.
- General Debate:
· Slovenia: In Slovenia primary education is compulsory and free for all. Education shall aim at guaranteeing optimum development to individuals regardless of their sex, social and cultural background, religion, racial, ethnic or national origin, and physical and mental handicaps.
· Belgium: By investing in the four components of the right to education, namely, availability, accessibility, acceptability and adaptability all women, including those marginalized for their disability, ethnic, origin, race, sexual preferences and religious beliefs, will finally be noticed as equal actors in all aspects of social life. 
· Colombia (on behalf of GRULAC): Education must be inclusive and accessible for all.
Item 3: cont´d (Clustered Interactive Dialogue with: Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standards of physical and mental health, Independent Expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty and  Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequence)

· General Debate:

· Nepal: Concerning the report on extreme poverty, Nepal found it ironic that over one billion people lived in abject poverty, with the most vulnerable being the elderly, women, the disabled and other socially marginalized groups.
· Saudi Arabia: Social security for elderly and persons with disabilities.
· Bolivia: it is necessary to provide pensions on the basis of disability.
· Thailand: Thailand had an old-age allowance money scheme, as well as other measures to protect the most vulnerable group, disabled older persons.  

 NGOs:

IDA Oral Statement: This statement is on behalf of the European Disability Forum, a member of IDA, the International Disability Alliance. We will address the Special Rapporteur on violence against women.

In many countries, the lack of respect for the equality of persons with disabilities translates into a culture of impunity for violence. This dangerous situation is often compounded by systematic discrimination against women. Thus, many women with disabilities experience exploitation, violence and abuse at home or elsewhere. Such violence includes rape, forced sterilization, involuntary treatment including forced psychiatric interventions, involuntary abortions, domestic violence and corporal punishment. Such treatment can amount to torture or inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. States bear responsibility for such acts when committed by public authorities or when States fail to prevent such acts by private actors.

Many factors affect the risk of violence against women with disabilities: the lack of sexual education; communication barriers faced by women with sensory disabilities; the exclusion and isolation of women with disabilities from society in separate schools or in residential institutions; and discriminatory legislation failing to recognize the autonomy and legal capacity of persons with disabilities are factors that increases vulnerability to violence and also contributes to impunity. 

Many States have no official statistics or disaggregated data about the prevalence of such violence. However some studies by some national disabled people's organizations (DPOs) show that specific groups such as indigenous, elderly or women with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities are at greater risk of domestic violence and violence committed by the State itself. 

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities prohibits violence, torture and ill treatment and requires their prevention and punishment. Women with disabilities have the right to equal access to justice, including procedural and age-appropriate accommodations to make possible their participation in all legal proceedings.

Many of the procedural aspects of reparation and legal remedies described in the report of the Special Rapporteur are often inaccessible for women with disabilities. We recommend that you pay more attention to prevention of violence and access to remedies for women with disabilities. You could examine to what extent States are ensuring inclusion of women with disabilities in prevention programs and information campaigns about remedies. States should collect information on the forms of violence experienced by women with disabilities, as without systematic data this issue is likely to remain invisible. They should review legislation to ensure that it does not permit violence against women with disabilities of any kind or in any setting. They should make targeted efforts ensuring dissemination of all information in accessible formats and ensure the adequacy and accessibility of protection programs, shelters, services, programs and relevant buildings.  States should fight impunity for all forms of violence against women in all settings. They should consult women with disabilities and their representative organizations from different disability constituencies in national efforts to address violence against women. 

